Hacrtynuna ygymaromas tuiiHa. HUKTO He oCMeTuBaICs 3aroBOPUTh. ATMOCdepa Ha IUIomagKe
OBICTPO [TOXO0JIOeNa. 3aTeM MHE B YXO YAapUI OPOKAILIUYA OT IPOCTH royoc JleoHa:

— Yrto? Thl ¢ yma cormna?

['nsifst B CTOPOHY, AeroBas yibiOKa JleoHa uc4eana, U OH CHOBa ckpumen 3ybamu. Kak ObI TO HU OBIIIO,
Mos1 paboTa Obla coesaHa.

— Jlegu Cnenp.

YUHOBHUK, IIPOBOOUBIINY LIEPEMOHUIO, CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIL:

— Brl roBopuTe, 4TO coOOMpaeTech OLITH IpeeMHHULIEeH?

«He 0 yeM 0eCIIOKOUTEHCS».

— Ia.

['naps Ha 0KUIABIIYI0O MOETO OTBETA U IIYMHYIO yOINKY, 5 MOgHsIa (GHUOJIETOBEIE BOJIOCH], KOTOPHIE
3aKphIBa/IM MHe Tj1a3a, ¥ ObBICTPO pa3Bsi3alia IOBSI3KY, JaBUBIIIYIO MHE Ha JIeBblii ria3. Korma Gbiia
IIpegoCcTaBiieHa CBOOOMa KPAaCHHIM Tjla3aM, 3alepPThIM B TEMHOTE, JIIONKM He MOTJIM 3aKPHITh PTHI.

— Bboxe MOH... KpacHHIE T'/1a3a...

3aTeM s CHsJIa YePHYI0 HaKU[IKY, IJIOTHO 00MOTaHHYIO BOKPYT MOEro Teja, ¥ Opocusa ee Ha IOJI.

— THI... Kakoro gepral..

Korpa yHBIIBIYA YepHBIU IJTall] ObLUT CHST, Ha CBET IOSBUJIOCH KpacHoe GapxaTHOE IylaThe. ITO OB He
POCKOIIIHEIM KOCTIOM, KaKou Hocui JIeoH, a MnaThe HAaCTOSIIEr0 ABOPSIHUHA, YTOHYEHHOE U
POCKOIIIHOE, 9T0 OB TOCTOWHBIN MEHS Hapsi.

4 He cobuparnach ObITH IOAPYKKOM HEBECTH B cCeMbe JIeoHa.

[Tox yepHO¥M HAKUOKOW Ha MHe OBITIO MJIaThe, KOTOPOe DPUH TalHO CIpsTala B CEKPETHOM
noMelleHud. Mcnonb3ys Maruio MaCKHPOBKY, KOTOPYIO S IIPaKTUKOBaja BCIO HOYb OIS YBEPEHHOCTH,
yTo nepen JleonoM, ®epHanoM u rpadunent [TocTeiy Kpal maaThs OyOeT He BUAeH. [I719 HUX g
BRITJIsAZIeNIa TakK, OyATO Ha MHE CKPOMHOe YepHoe IjaThe 6e3 aKceccyapoB IO IJIal[oM.

«be3 KHUTH SpI/IH s1 OBI He rnomymariia 00 HMCIOJIb30BaHUK Maruu MaCKHPOBKH».



Hakosel], Korfa s focTajia KOJIbIo C OIajioM, KOTOpOe MOT HOCUTD TOJIbKO TpeeMHUK Creun, 5
OKasaJjlach upeanbHOu JOpuH Creun.

— He Mory moBeputs, 4T0 B ceMbe Crelfi eCTh TAaKOM YeNIOBeK...

— Kak MoXeT nposiBIATHCS TakKas rpalus B TakoM Bo3pacTte? OHa Tak KpacuBa!

Cnymas memnor B 3aje, S yCMeXHyJach.

— OTO0 BCe XyJIbHUYECTBO! JTO Heneno!

Bce B3rnsimbl ObUIM TPUKOBAHHEL K TPOMKOMY T0JIOCY JIeOHa, KOTOPEIM, Ka3aJi0Ch, Pa30PBaJl MO0
OapabaHHYIO IIEPETIOHKY.

— Ona He MOXKeT OLITh IPeeMHHUIeH CeabMOM UMIIePAaTOPCKOM ceMbu! Y Hee BooOIIe HET
Maru4ecKOoy CHIIbI!

3pI/ITeJ'II/I CHOBa 3arynejiid OT THEBHEIX CJIOB JleoHa.

— Het maruyeckou cumnbl? Tak IpeeMHUK...

Torpma s Cy3HJla I'lla3a U IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha HETo C IIpe3peHruemM, OTBETUB XOJIOOHBIM I'OJIOCOM:

— 4 MOry uCIonIb30BaTh Maruio ¥ MPOJOIKUTH CBOIO POJIb B KAUueCTBe IPeeMHUKa. f gyMar, 4To
MOsI Marundeckas Cujla U HaBBIKY Jiyulne, yeM y Jleona [locreniga.

— OTO0 Yylllb...

— Tuxo! 310 0bImecTBeHHOE MecTo. [ToxkanyiicTa, cobIIonaiTe MOPSIOK.

JIeoH CKpMBHIICS U 3aKPBIJI POT HAa TPOMKOE 3aMedaHne YNHOBHUKA. [ Ha JIeoHa PeuIuTe IbHbBIM
B3TJISIAOM, TOT IIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEHS ¥ CIIPOCHUJI CIIOKOWHBIM T'0JIOCOM:

— Jlegu Opun Cneiif, 3T0 mpaBpa?

— Ia, KNISHYCh HEOOM.

CrernaB HECKOJIBKO TTTyOOKMX BIOXOB ¥ 3aKPHIB T'71a3a, 51 MOBTOPUJIA B TOJIOBE TO, UTO HOJIKHA ObITa
CKa3aThb, ¥ OTKPEIIA POT.



— Ecnu B 310 TPYOHO IIOBEPHUTE, IIOYEMY OBl BaM He YBUOETH 9T0?

Camoe riaBHOe B MMnepuu, 4TOOH OIIpeeNuTh BCIO BIACTh 3a IpefenaMu 0oraTcTBa U cTaTyca, —
3TO Marus.

— Ecnu s BOoCIonb3yioch Maruen, 4To0kl TOAXKEeYb 9TOT CTaKaH, pa3Be 3TO He OymeT
IOKa3aTeabCTBOM? A pa3Mep IIJlaMeHH 3aBUCUT OT KOIUYECTBa MaHbl U Maruu, I03TOMY, eCJIU S
3aXKTy ero, Bl YBUAUTE, KTO U3 Hac, JleoH [TocTein unu 51, 60JIbIe MOOXOOUT B KaUeCTBe ITPeeMHUKaA
Coeng.

YUHOBHUK CJTyIIAJl MEHSI C CEPhe3HBIM M PEIIUTEeIbHBIM BRIPaKeHUeM JIUIla. 3aTeM OH YIIBIOHYIICS
MHe ¥ HaMepeHHO OpOCHI B3TJaA Ha JIeoHa, KOTOPHIN BCe ellle TOpell THEBOM.

— Pa3Be He Tak, muctep Jleon Ilocteun?

Bo3MoxkHO, eciii OB He MECTO 1IePpEMOHUHY, e ObIJI0 TaK MHOTO jiofiel, JIeoH cpa3y Obl MeHS
yoapun. Y Hero OBLIO y2KaCHOE BHIpaXKeHUe JIUIa, HO s COBCeM He 60siach.

«Trl mpocTo HUUTO. Kak 51 Mory Te6st 60SIThCSA?»

Ot TpubyHHI IOHOCUIUCH pyraTenbcTBa rpadunu [locrelin. YNHOBHUK HAXMYPHUIICS IIPH 3TOM
3aMeYaHUH ¥ CTYKHYII I10 CTOJY.

— Tuxo!

On COBUHYII OYKHU C HOCA YKA3dTEJIbHBIM IIaJIbIIEM XM TPOMKHUM I'OJIOCOM 3aABUITT HYGHI/IKGZ

— IleperipeM K nepeMoHuu. [loxanyucra, BEIXOAUTE OOUH 3a OPYTMM, Ha4MHAas C IpeeMHUKa Jiica, 1
3axXruTe cTakaH. B cnydae co Crenp, [TocTeli mepBrIM 3aKKeT OTOHbB, ITOCJIe OTOHB 3aTYXHET, a
nenu Creln cHOBA 3aXKKET OT'OHb.

YUHOBHUK, B3[IOXHYBIIINI B KOHIIe peuH, cJ1aOkIM TOJI0COM Haydasl 3BaTh JeTel OMHOT0 3a APYTHM.

— IOpxun bpaiian Oic, moXamyicTa, CAealTe mar BIepes.

Brimmen ceqoBmackii Majlb4uuK C FOHY6HMI/I rJla3aMU U C BbhIpazKE€HNEM HEeOOBOJILCTBa BCEM MUPOM.
Korma on TIPUKOCHYIJICA K CTEKIIy, BCIIBLIXHYJIO OTPOMHOE CHHEE IIJIaMs, KOTOPO€ OXBATHUIIO BCE €TI0
TEeJIO. ‘{epe3 HEKOTOpOe BpeMd IIIaMA YMEHBIINIIOCh U BCIIBIXHYJIO B CTaKaHe.

— Kak u oxuganocs, Ouc opyrou. ITOT pa3Mep IaMeHHU... ITO MHOTO MaHHI...



— Pa3Be nmpeeMHUK ceMeNCTBa J1COB HE CTaHET CIEeOYyIOIIUM UMIIEPAaTOPOM?

Kak 6ynTo y Hero He OblsIO XKejlaHus ocTaBaThes, FOmxkuH Bpaiiad J¥c paBHOOYIIHO IIOBEPHYJICS U
yiien B KOoHell moauyma. OcTanbHbIE AETH, BKII04Yas Periues, OOUH 3a OPYTUM 3aXKIJIM CBOU OTHU U
ObLTM MpU3HAHBI IpeeMHUKaMu. OcTtanuck Tonbko Crewpg u [TocTenn,.

— Jleon Tepsan IlocTein, moxanyucTa, CAelaiTe LIar BIEepes.

JleoH, KOTOpLIﬁ TOJIBKO 4YTO XBACTAJICA, IIPOTAHYII PYKY I1epen CTaKaHOM. TeM He MeHee OH
HEKOTOpO€e BpeMs He PellaJICAd PAa3KUTdTh OI'OHb,  YUHOBHHUK OTKPHII POT:

— ¥V MeHd HeT BpeMeHHU. 1 xouy, 4TOOBI BH 3aKTJIM €T0 KaK MOXKHO CKOpee.

Ero YBEPEHHOCTE HMCY€3JId, OH HEYKIIIOKE IIPOTAHYII PYKY U CMOPIIMUJI JIMITIO OT CJIOB YMHOBHHKA.

«Xyx!»

Ho xak TOnbpKO U3 CTeKJIa NOAHANI0CH rofty0oe IIaMsi, MeCTO IIPOBeeHUs IlepeMOHUU OBICTPO
oCThLI0. VICKpH 13 pyK JleoHa OBIIM HACTOJIBKO MaJIEHbKUMHU, YTO YCTYyTalIu UCKpPaM APYTUX OEeTei.

Cawm JleoH 3Han 3TO, ¥ €ro KO0 noMpayHesno. CHU3y TPUOYHEL S CHOBA YCIIBIIIaa IoJIoC:

— Yro 3a... OH Takoi, HO X04eT OBITh MpeeMHUKOM Crenn?..

— Jlaxke ecni OHa He TaK XOpOIlla, KaK CeMbs JiC, He CIUIIKOM U Majio? TeM He MeHee CEMbS
CneiifoB 3aHUMAaET YETBEPTOE MECTO U3 CEMHU CEMEN.

O6paimasch K JIeoHy, TOKMMAIOILIETO eMy PYKY ¥ CKPUIISIIET0 3y0aMy, YUHOBHUK CKa3aJl TUXUM
TOJIOCOM:

— 9to Bce gng [locTeiif, Temeps BBl MOXKETE BEPHYThCA. U mocie TOro, Kak MbI IIOTYIIUM OT'OHb,
KOTZIa Bbl OymeTe TOTOBHI, Jequ IpuH Ibput Credf, moxkanyncra, IOTHUMUTECH U 3aXKTUTE €T0.

Kak TONBKO $ BBIIIIA, JIEOH pa3BEepPHYJICS, HaMEePeHHO CHIIbHO TOJKHYI MEHS B IIJIe40 ¥ TOBEPHYIICS
00paTHO K 3alHeH 4aCTH IOOUyMa.

Korpga s mopoina K TpuOyHe, MeHs BCTPETHII IIYCTOM 30JI0TOM CTaKaH.

IpoxkamuMu pyKaMu s IIPOTSIHYIa IIPaBYI0 PYKY K TOPJIBIIIKY CTaKaHa.



«He HepBHMUYAH... 3aKPO¥ I'Ta3a U cOella rimy00KuM BOOX, 3aTEM IIPOTSIHU IIPABYIO PYKY».

Iymast 06 3TOM, 5T BCIIOMHMJIAa MaruuyecKuil KpyT CUIbHee, YeM Korma-nubo npexe, 61aromapst
Maruy PacIpaBIsIoONIero KPblibst GeHUKCa.

C omymeHneM ropa4ux KOHYUKOB IIaJIbIIeB U3 CTAaKdHAd Ha4aJIO IIOOHUMATECA MaCCUBHOE CUHEE
IJ1aMsi, OCBellallilee BCe MpadHOe MeCTO IIPOBeJEeHUA LIEPEMOHHNH.

IInamMs TaHIIeBaJO U OBIJIO TAKUM CHJIBHBIM U CHHHM, 4YTO XKTJIO I'lIa3a.

Korpa mmamst HaKOHeI] TI0Tac/io ¥ BEPHYIO0Ch K CBOEMY IIePBOHAYAIbHOMY COCTOSIHUIO, B 3ajie
BOIlapHUIach yaymiaroas TUIIHHA.

«0x...»

4 Ts3Keno OwIliaa C BHITSHYTOM IIpaBoOM PYKOM, U OTKyHa-TO pa3dasics HeOombInon xJomok. [Tepen
MOMMH TJIa3aMH CTOsIJIa MOJIofas XKeHINWHA B IIJIaThe W XJIoIIalla B JIATOIIH,

— $1 HUKOT[Ia paHbIlle He BUMENa TaKOro OOJBIIOTO ¥ KPAaCUBOTO IJTAMEHH!

Te, KTO HACTOPOKEHHO MPUCITYIIUBAUACE K JIe[H, Ka3aluCh TPOHYTHIMU, MEIJIEHHO MTOTHSIUCE CO
CBOMX MECT ¥ HayaJI¥ XJIONAaTh B JIAMOLIN BCJIEN 3TOH HaMe.

— OT0 KpyTO!

— BrI HacTOsILIUM ITpeeMHUK ceMbu Crenp!

— Bab6ompurecs!

¢4 Grina olenoMeHa, Korga 6ecurcieHHOe KOJTMYeCTBO JII0fiel MOJHSTIOCh CO CBOUX MECT,
aTIONUPYs MHeE.

«39TO YTO-TO, 3@ YTO MOXKHO II0PafoBaThCA?..»

Korpa s cTosiyia, 6€CITIOMOIIHO TTISIAS Ha JIIOfIeH, KTO-TO KPEIKO CXBATHII MEHS 3a PYKY.

— Yepr... KaKOH Ke T'PSI3HBIM TPIOK THI BEIKMHYJa! — cka3an JIeoH, gep:ka MeHs, Kak OyaTo
cobuparcs cioMaTh MHE PYKy. Ero nuiio, moOKpacHEBIIEe OT THEBA, MO-OBIYbM U3BEPTajio TOPSIUnit
map u3 Hoca.



A mopHsna rmasa, Kak GYI[TO MHE COBCEM He OOJIbHO.

— Hukakux TpiokoB. IIpocTo Tebe He XBaTasio HABHIKOB ¥ yMa, [TocTewy.

— Tu1, yepToOBa...

— Cror!

Pasgancs rpoMKuii ro10C YUHOBHUKA.

— 3JT10 yXKe pemeHo. Teneps npeeMuuner Crneip crana negu IpuH d¢put Crnern. Muctep Ilocreiin,
oXKalyucTa, JepKUATEeCh ofanbiie ot neau Crens,.

— JTa XeHIHWHaA C YyHOOBUIITHBEIMHU I'Jla3aMHU oOMaHEIBAIA. ..

[Toka JIeoH IpodoJIKall TOBOPUTD, IBa YNHOBHMKA, KOTOPHIX 51 HE 3HaJla, BHIIIIK U B3s1u JIeoHa 3a
PYKH.

TonpKO TOra S MOmHSIIA PYKY U BEXKIINBO CIIPOCHJIA Y BEICIIETO YHNHOBHUKA:

— MHe eCTb 4TO CKa3aThb €My, HE MOT'JIn OBl BB O0aTb MHE BO3MO2XKHOCTbDb BBICKA3aThCs?

YUHOBHUK IIPUIIYPUIICS ¥ CIIPOCUII B OTBET:

— OTO UMeeT OTHOILIIeHVe K JaHHOU CUTyalluu ceidac, jeau Crneupn?

— Ia.

Haxe Torma JIeoH Bce elle Kpuydan u OYHTOBAJ, B3TJISTHYB Ha HETO, 5 IOBEPHYJIACh K YNHOBHUKY U
3BOHKUM I'0JI0COM IIDOKpHYaa Ha BCIO IJIOMANKY:

— Teneps 5 nony4usa npaso npeemMHuka Creiin. Mory g coenaTs Ipu3HaHue?

— [la, HO... — CKa3aJl YUHOBHUK, IOOHUMAs OYKH IasbllaMu.

— Torga oCcMemoch CIIPOCUTh pPa3peIlneHus.

4 Bupnena, Kak JIeoH MallleT pyKaMy ¥ HOTaM# U YTO-TO



kpuuuT. Bumgena rpadunio [TocTeiif], yCTaBUBLIYIOCS Ha MEHS, CJIIOBHO COOMpPAaBIIasics yOUTh MEHS y
TPUOYHBL.
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