- Kyma mb1 ugem? - cipocuna Knapa, cienys 3a PoltaHoM uepe3 TEMHEIH JIec.
- Bul yBUUTE, KaK TONBKO MBI TyMa 0OOepeMcsi, - OTBETHUII OH.

[To3gHO HOYBIO, B JIECY, HAXOAUTHLCS B OOUHOYECTBE 6e3 OpyXKus PSOOM C UeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHEIY MOT
CpaxkaThCs C NEeCAThI0O MyKYMHAMU B OOUHOYKY, BO3MOXKHO, He OBIIO Xopoiiel uneei. Kimapa Havyana
IIPOCUMTHIBATH BCE BO3MOXKHBIE CIIOCOOBI, KOTOPEIMU OHA MOTJIa OBl 3aIIUTUTH Ce0sT, ec/iu Okl OH
KOTa-HUOYOb IOMBITAJICS YTO-TO CHOEJATh.

- YTO0 BHI CHENaNu C OXpaHHI/IKaMI/I? - CIIpOCHJIa OHa. [Toka oHM y6eram/1, OHa 3aMe€THuJIa, 4TO BCe
OXPaHHUKHU JIeXKaJIl HEIIOABU2KHO Ha 3eMIJIe.

- 41 yCHIIUI UX, - IPOCTO OTBETUII OH.
- Kak? 4 mymara, 4To Bb He MOXKETe MCII0JIb30BaTh Maruio.
- Her... HO 4 cries1 UM KOJIBIOENIbHYIO.

HecmoTps Ha To, uTo Kimapa He Moria sSICHO BHIETh €T0 B TEMHOTE, OHA 3HaJjla, YTO Yy HEero Ha JIHIIe
Oblta yxmbUiKa. He kemast, 4ToOb HaJ HEW U [aJiblile U3IeBaIUCh, OHA 3aMOT4ana. TeM BpeMeHeM
OHa TBITalaCh HAWTY UOeaTbHYI0 BO3MOXKHOCTh cOexXaTh, HO OBIJIO TAK TEMHO, YTO OHa 00s/Tach
nOKKUHYTh Pomana. Kak TONMBKO COJHIIE B30MOET, OHA YOEeXKUT, MoJyMajia OHa Ipo ceds.

- 3pmecs, - cka3an PolraH, 0CTaHOBUBINKCH U TTOBEPHYBIIKCH K HEH.

Knapa ornsanynacek. I'me? OHa He BUeNla HUYETro, KpoMe IepeBheB ¥ TEMHOTHL. BHE3amHO OH Mmepecek
PacCTosIHME MeXOy HUMH, 00XBAaTHII PYKOM ee TajIuIo ¥ MIPUTSHYT ee K CBoeMy Teny. [Ipexme uem
Krnapa cMoryia OTTONKHYThH €T0, OHa IIOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KAk 3eMJIs IOl €6 HOTaMU KaYHYJIach, a 3aTeM
BHE3AITHO ucYe3ya. KpuK BEIPBAJICS U3 ee I'y0, OHa yIemuach 3a PolraHa, Kak 3a camoe Joporoe B
Xu3HHU. KIapa He MOrja MOHSTh, YTO MMPOUCXONKT, HO OHA IIPOCTO XOTEJIa, YTOOR! 9TO 3aKOHYMIIOCH. A
MOZKET, ¥ HET, [IOTOMY 4YTO, YIIaB C TAKO# BHICOTEI, OHA, BEPOSTHO, YMPET B KOHIIE 3TOTO MafleHUS.
Tocriomu, OHa yMpeT?

- 41 OBl He ITO3BOJIUT BaM YMEPETh... II0Ka.

Ara. Knapa oTKphIia rjia3a U o0Hapyxuia ce6s mpuxkaTtoi K Teny Pomana. OHa OBl OTTONKHYJIA €T0,
ecnu Ovl He ObIJTa TOM, KOTO OH TaK KPEmIKo mepxkKail.

MepneHHO, TO3BOIMB PyKaM OMYCTUTLCS, OHA COejIajia HeCKOJIBKO IIIaroB Ha3af, ¢ 00/eryeHueM
CHOBA ITOYYBCTBOBAB 3€MJIIO ITOJl HOTAMH, a 3aTeM OTJIsAAesach, U3ydasi CBOe OKpPyKeHue.
IMomoxmuTe! OHa 3Haa 9TO MECTO. JTO OBITI0 MECTO, Kyfaa MpsH nmpuBoauia ee U Xei3ell paHbIIe.

- Bynere mu BB Tak m00e3HE, - PolaH MPUTIIAacUIl ee BOUTH.
Krnapa Ha MrHOBeHME 3aKoje0anach, HO 3aTeM BOIIJIA BHYTPb.
- I'me Wpan? - OHa yyBcTBOBasna Obl ce0s HaMHOT0 Oe30macHee, eciu Okl 3eCh ObIIa XKEHIIUHA.

- Ee 3mech HeT, - cKa3asl KopoTKo Pomrad. OTKPEIB ABEPD, OH IIOBEJ €€ B KOMHATY. - BBl MOoXeTe
OCTAThCS 30ECh.

OctaTbcs? HecmoTps Ha To, uTo Kiapa He 3Hasa, KyAa UATH, MBICTE O TOM, YTOOBI OCTAThCS 3[[EChH C
PomanoM HaenuHe, BhI3Bajia [POXKb B €€ TI03BOHOYHUKE. B HEM OBIIIO YTO-TO, UTO IIyTaJio €€ U
3aCTaBJIsA/I0 YYBCTBOBaTh ceOs HeOe3omacHo. Y Hero Owlzia Ta TEMHas aypa, KOTopasi roBopuiia 00



OIIaCHOCTH, U 3TOT 3aBOpa}KI/IBaIOH.II/II;I B3rIsi. OHa 60s171ach CMOTPETHh €My B I'lla3d, KakK 6y1:[T0 OH MOT
BUOETh €€ HAaCKBO3b, CJIOBHO PA3rdadbIBA€T €€ CaMbI€ I"JTYGOKI/IG TeMHBIe TalHHL. ETo I"y'6bI OBLIH
CJIeTKa U30THYTEI, KakK 6YHTO OH MOT' YUTAThb €€ MBICJIH.

Krnapa npoxkauinsanack: «Bel cKa3any, 4TO Tl He SIBJIsIeTECh MaroM?»
- { He Mar.
- Torpma KaK BBl CMOTJIM JOCTABUTh HAC Clofja TakKuM 00pa30oM? - CIIpocHia OHa.

- Hy, ecTh HEKOTOPEIE TPEUMYIIIECTBA B TOM, UTOOBI UMETh OPYTa, KOTOPHIN SBIISIETCS MaroM, -
00DBSICHUJI OH.

Knapa He MOT'JIa JOBEPUTLECA €My, TaK KaK OH 00BSICHSITICS 3aragkKaMu.

- B mo6omM cnydae, g He IIJIAHUPYIO OCTaBaThCs 37ech. - HeT! OHa He Morjia OCTaThCsl HaequHeE C
MYXKUYMHOH, HO Kyna OBl OHa noma? Y Hee He Ovulo fpy3el... Xeizen? Het, Xelizen Ob110 OB
HeynoOHO celiyac BcTpeuaThcs ¢ Hed. Camolt Kimape Ovito O6b1 HeynoOHO, TaK KaK OHa He X0Tesla
BUOETH JII0I[MaHa CHOBA. ITO 3aCTaBuUIO0 OBl ee YCUIIHs 3a0BITh €ro IPOIMacThb BIYCTYIO.

- Pa3Be BaM ecTh Kyfna elre mouTu? - OH BOIPOCUTETHHO MTONHATH ONHY OPOBE.
- Her.

OH Kak OynTo MOYyBCTBOBAN ee cTpax: «He BONMHYHTECH, 51 He eM Jofieli». - OH YBepeHHO YIBIOHYICS,
II0Ka3bIBasl CBOU HeasbHBIE Oefible 3yObl ¢ HEMHOT0 0oJiee MIMHHBIMU U 3a0CTPEHHBIMU KJTHIKAMU.
Krnapa gyBcTBOBana cebs1 00eCIOKOEHHOH ellle 00JIbIle U3-3a TOr0, KaK OH IPOU3HEC «JII0fiel», Kak
OyaTO caM He SIBIISIIICS TaKOBBIM.

- Torpma st 0CTaBIIIO BaC OTBIXATh, - CKA3all OH, UCIOIb3Yys 60Iee BeXKIIUBLIN TOH, IPEXKE YEM YUTH U
3aKpHITh 3a C060M [IBEPS.

Krnapa BHe3amHo 3amaHuKoBaia. UTo, eciu oH 3amep ee BHyTpu? OOepHYBIINCE, OHA MTOCIIEIINIIa
BBIMTH M3 KOMHATHL. PolllaH, KOTOPEIMA OBIJT IOYTH Ha MOMIIYTH Yepe3 3ajl, 00epHYIICS.

- YT0-TO HE Tak? - CIIPOCUJI OH.

- f ronopgHa, - ckasana Kmapa, # 9To He OBITIO JI0KbI0, HO 3TO He OBLJIO T'JIaBHOM IPUYUHOM, 110
KOTOPOM OHa X0Tesa ecTh. E¥l HyKHO OBITIO OpyKKe, YTOOH 3aIIUTUTh ce0s1, a Ha KyXHe OHa MOTJja
HaUTU MHOTO II0JIE3HBIX BELIEH.

Poman o06epHysics, 1 Ha MTHOBEHHE OHA ITOyMaJsia, YTO OH cCoOOMpaeTCs MPOUTHOPUPOBATh €€ U VIUTH,
IIpeXe 4eM OH CKa3za: «CienyrTe 3a MHOW».

Knapa c HeTeprieHrueM mocienoBasa 3a HuM. OH IPUBET €€ B CTOJIOBYI0. HeT, 9To He TO MecTo, T'e
OHa XoTesa OBITh.

- CsagbTe, a 51 IPUHECY YTO-HUOYIb.
- He HyxHo. { MOry mociegoBaTh 3a BaMU, BO3MOXKHO, ST CMOTY IIOMOYb.

Poman mogusin 6posu: «ITomoub? §1 yBepeH, YTO BEl HUKOTA B XXKM3HU [laXKe HE Pe3aIu OBOIIH,
IIPUHIIECCa».



- Het. Ho g pe3aiia JIIOJIEeN. HapesaTb OBOIIIM HE MOXKET OBITh CIIOXKHEE 3TOTO, - YBEPEHHO CKa3ajla
OHa.

Poman nmokadan ronoBou ¢ yneiOKoii: «Xopouro. CrenyiiTe 3a MHOW». - Ha 3TOT pa3 OH OTBeJl ee Ha
KYXHIO. - YTO BHI XOTUTE CHECTH?

- HpOCTO YTO-TO IIPOCTOE, - Knapa IMO0XKaJla IJIe49YaMu.

Polras monoxwuina mepen Heit canmar, orypell, JIyK, IOMUANOPH U mepell: «<HapexkbTe ux», - CKa3all OH,
IPOTSATHUBAS eH HOX.

Knapa ycraBunace Ha 0BOIIY Iepen co00M, 3afaBasich BOIIPOCOM, C KAKOT0 U3 HUX el cliefyeT
HaudaTh. CXBaTUB OTypel], IOTOMY UTO OH IIOKA3aJICsl CaMbIM JIETKKM, OHA Hadajla pe3aTh ero Ha
KPYyTJible (DOPMEL

- Pa3pe}KLTe WX Ha MaJIeHbKHEe KBAJPAaTHUKH, IIOCOBETOBAJL Pomasn.

Krnapa pacrepsinacek. Kak oHa moykHa 6blla pa3pe3aTthb 3Ty Bellb KPYTJIoi GOPMEL Ha MaJIEHbKUE
KBa[IPDaTUKH.

- Brl MOXKeTe IoKa3aTh 9T0, - CKa3ajla OHa, OTI0XKHUB Hape3aHHbIe IOMTUKY B CTOPOHY.
- ] mokaxy, - CKa3aJ OH.

Knapa TakXke Hayasna pe3aTh eper KPYrIbIMUA JOJIbKaMH.

- HykHo0 pa3pesaTs 3T0 Ha II0JIOCKH, - OH CHOBA IIpepBal ee.

[Tonocw? Knapa meITanach BEIACHUTH, KaK pa3pe3aTh €ro Ha IOJIOCKH, HO B KOHEYHOM UTOTe
paspesana ero Ha BCEBO3MOXKHBIE KYCOYKHU Pa3IuYHOU (POPMEI.

Pormran mokayar royoBoH, TJIsAs Ha 0€CIOPSIIOK, KOTOPEIM OHa CO3Mara.

- Bugute 11, mpuHIlecca, 4ToOb pe3aTh JIIOel, BaM He HyKHbI HaBLIKH, HO [IJISI OBOIIEN BaM HYXKeH
OTIpefieIEHHLIN HaBHIK... Y BaC €ro IpocTo HeT. - OH 3abpan y Hee HOXK. - Temneps I03BOJIbTE MHE
II0Ka3aTh, KakK 9TO JeJlaeTcs.

Knapa BHEMaTeNIbHO HaOMIOmana 3a ero JeicTBUsIME 1 Obljla 0OYapoBaHa TeM, Kak OBICTPO ¥ TOYHO OH
pexet ooy, OH pa3pes3aa UX Ha BCEBO3MOXKHEBIE Pa3/THUHbEIe (OPMEL, a 3aTEM, CMEIIIaB UX BMECTE,
CJI0KHUII BCce B MUCKY. OH maxe mo00aBUIT HECKOJIBKO IPYTUX BEILIEH, TAKUX KaK OJIMBKYU, GEITbIN CHIp,
KYKYypy3a ¥, HAaKOHeIl, HEMHOT'0 CIIel[uii. B uTore 9T0 BHTIISAEI0 BOCXUTUTEIbHO, ¥ Kitapa He Moria
MmoXKmaThCs, Korga mompobyer. OHa HUKOTHA PaHbllle He BUAEA, YTOOHI cajlaT BRITJISOEN TaK
aMmeTUTHO.

- YTo BHI CKaXkebe, IPUHIecca? - C TOPHAOCThIO0 CIrpocut PoiraH.

- OTO BHITTIAIAUT BKYCHO. - OHa ynmbiOHymack. OHU CeIu 3a CTOJI B CTOJIOBOM, ¥ OHA Ha4asla ecTh.
Brnomo OBIIO aXke BKyCHee, YeM BHITTISIAEs0. Polllal maxke IPUXBATU KaPEHYI0 KYpHUIy, YTOORI
IIOECTHb C Hell BMecCTe.

[Toka oHa ena, OHa Haxke He 0CO3HaBasa, YTO PollaH Bce BpeMs M3ydaeT ee, UM YTO OHa 3a0nina
B3STh YTO-HUOYMIb C KyXHH, YTOOHI 3aIIUTUTh cebsi. Korjga oHa HacCkITUIIAChk, IOUYBCTBOBasIa ce0s
OYeHb yCTaBIlel. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa HE CIajia BCIO HOYb.



- Bl x0THTE, YTOOH 5 ITOKa3aJl BaM 00paTHYIO JOPOTY B TBOIO KOMHATY?

BuesanHo Krapa 3amaHuKoBaja, BCIIOMHUB, YTO He B3si/la HOXK U3 KyxHu. OHa Oblla Tak OTBI€YEHa
PomarnoM u ero oBomamMu. OHa ITOCMOTpeEIIa Ha HOX I efbl Ha cTojie. OH He OBIJT OCTPHIM, HO TTOKa
OHa IOJyMaJia, YTo 3TO OyaeT XOTb KaKasi-TO 3alluTa.

- Ila. - OHa MeqJIeHHO cupsiTaja HOXK, KOTHa OH BCTaJl, 4YTOOH OTBECTU ee 00paTHO B KOMHATY.
- Wrtak... korga MpasH BepHETCS? - CIIPOCUJIa OHa Ha 00paTHOM Iy TH.
- Heckopo.

Knapa kuBHyna. OHa He 4yBCTBOBasia ce0s HU B MaJieiiiel 6e30macHOCTH ¢ PoitaHoM, HO efl HeKya
Obu10 ugTH. TONBKO CETOOHS BeuepoM, a 3aBTpa OHa YUOeT, Kak coOupasnach.

Bckope oHM 0oOpanuch 4o KOMHATHI.

- CIIOKOWHOM HOYH, - ITonpolasncs Pomian u yiesn, He DOXKHUAAsACh, TIOKA OHA YTO-HUOYOb CKaXkeT B
OTBET.

Korpa on ymen, Knapa moHsinia, 4To yXMBIIKA, KOTOpast 0OBIYHO ObI/la Ha ero JIMile, OTCYTCTBOBAA.
Bce aT0 BpeMsi OH BRIT/ISTEN cephe3no. OHa 3aMHTEePecoBasach, YTO IPOU3OIIIO.

[Tomerienue ObITI0 6OJBIIIOE ¥ KPOBaTh yooOHas, HO Kitapa He Morja 3aCHYTb, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4YTO
Oblta oueHb yctaBueid. OHa MPOOKaja CIBIIaTh CTPAHHBIE 3BYKH WX IIIEIIOT, B KOTOPOM OHA He
Obla yBepeHa. HOTa OHa 4yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO KTO-TO HE3PUMO HAaXOOUTCSI B KOMHATE, MOT4a
HabIIomas 3a Hel.

[110THO 3aKyTaBIINChH B IPOCTHIHIO, OHA 3aKpkhiia riaa3a. OHa, BEpOsiTHO, BooOpaXkaia cebe Bce 3TH
BEIIM, TOTOMY 4TO OBIJIa BOAIK OT IoOMa U He YyBCTBOBaja ce0s B 6e30macHOCTH B 3ToM MecTe. OHa
npenmnoysia Ob caTh B jiecy. I1o KpaiiHel Mepe, TaM OHA 3HaJla, Yero OXKHUIaTh.

Yewm Gostbille OHA MBEITANIACh UTHOPHUPOBATH 3BYKH, TeM 00jiee YeTKUMHU OHU CTAHOBUIIMChH, ¥ BOPYT OHA
ycrnblmana Kpuk. KTo-To rpomko minakain. Kimapa He Oblzia yBepeHa, 0CTaBaThCS JI B KOMHATE WU
IIOMTH IIOCMOTPETH, OTKy[a UCXOAUT WyM. HakoHel], OHa pelunia IOUTH U IIPOBEPUTH. B34B HOXK U3-
IO MOYIIKY, OHA BBILIIA U3 KOMHATH. Cleqys 3a 3BYKOM, OHa IIOfOIIIA K 3aKPHITON ABEpU. Tenephb
OHA MOTJIa OIPefesIuTh, YTO IIyM UCXOOUII OT KEHI[UHHI.

Knapa mymara, 4TO 3TO CaMblii TeYasibHBIM KPUK, KOTOPHIM OHa KOTAa-Tu00 CIIblIana, U XoTela
TIOCMOTPETh, KTO HACTOJILKO I'PYCTUT, YTOOHI TI1aKaTh Tak 0e3yTelrHo. MeajieHHO OHa OTKpPHIIa OBepb
¥ [IPOCYHYJIa TOJIOBY BHYTPh. TaM Ha KPOBaTH CUfeNa XKeHIIWHA, ee IIUHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH
3aKpBIBA/IM €€ JIWIIO, ¥ OHa IIjIaKaja, 00xBaTuB ceOst pykamu. Kasanoch, YTO OHa IIBITAIach
OCTAHOBUTBD CJIE3HI, HO HE MOTTIA.

CrnoBHO ITOYyBCTBOBaB MpUCYTCTBUE Knapkl, XKeHIMHa IlepecTaa IjlakaTh U MeJJIEHHO MTOHIIa
TOJIOBY.

B3pox BelpBancs u3 yct Knapel: «pau?!»
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