YT0 3TO OBITIO 32 ‘-IYBCTBO? JTOT ap0MaT? 9T0 OBIJIO TaK... TAaK 3HAKOMO. Bcst aTa CUTyallusd Ka3aJlaCh
HACTOJIbKO 3HAKOMOM, YTO OBIIO TOYTH CTpPaAIIHO. HpeX{;:[e 4YeM 4 CMOrJIa IIOHATh, YTO ITPOUCXOOUT,
KTO-TO CXBAaTHJI MEHA 3a PYKY U OTTOJIKHYJI Ha3a/[ TaK CHUJIbHO, YTO 4 YyTh HE yIIaJla Ha3a[.

-Twl crienasi? - XKeHIIMHA C JJIMHHBEIMUA KOCaMH, OfleTas B BOEHHYIO OfeXKAYy, IOCMOTpeNla Ha MeH,
BHITJIAMSL PA3bsIPEHHOM.

OTH.IaTHYBI.HI/ICI: Ha3al, g4 CXBAaTHUJIACh 3ad IIOPYYHH, YTOOHI HE YIIaCThb.

- HOCMOTpI/ITe, YTO OHA HafeJllajla, - CKa3dJla OHa4, OGp&H.IElHCB K 9EeJIOBEKY, KOTOpBIfI crac MeHs. - Bu
B IIOPAOKeE, Bame BennuecTB0? - HaKJTOHUBIIKCH, OHA CMaXxHyJla C ero ogexahbl KallJlu.

Bame BenuuyectBo? 4 mocMoTpesia Ha CBOEr0 CIIaCUTENs, BLICOKOTO YeI0BeKa, BEPOSITHO, JIET
TPUALIATH, OJETOT'0 B CAMyI0 POCKOIITHYIO OfIeXK Y, KOTOPYIO S KOraa-nubo BUAesa... Teepb
IIponuTaHHyI YaeM. boxe mou! UYto g coenana? 2KeHIMHa IOCIEIIHO II0BEPHYIACH, U, IpeXae yeM
g IIOHAJA, ee pyKa IIOOHAIAach AJid yaapa K MoeMy Nuily. 9 B3ApOrHyia, OTIIATHBAsCh Ha3afd, U
3aKphljia JIUL0 PyKaMu, 0XKKasi, Koraa mpuget 00J1b, HO HUYETro He IIPOU30IIIIO.

- [Ixedin, 9T0 He HaIl goM. [laBaliTe He OymeM IpUBIeKaTh BHUMaHUE. - [IpoXKb IPOIIIa 10 MOEMY
II03BOHOYHUKY. DTOT T'OJIOC... Me[JIeHHO BHIT/ISIObIBAS U3-3a MOUX PYK, 1 IIOCMOTpPEJia Ha 4eJI0BEKa,
KOTOPHIM Teneps gepxkan [xKeia 3a pyKy, 4TOOH OHa He yoapuia MeHs.

- Ho mocmotpute, Bame BenuuecTBo, OHa naxke He coOOMpaeTCs U3BUHATLCS, - CKa3asa [[Keus.
OtnycTuB ee PyKy, OH cKa3asl: «Thl He faells ey maHca». - OH yIbIOHYICS.

9Ta yneibKa... Moe cepfilie HapSATIOCh IT0 HEM3BECTHOM MHE NIPUYUHE. ITOT YesIoBeK... A OBl
yBepeHa, YTO HUKOTTla He BHfella ero paHbllle, HO MHe Ka3aJloCh, UTO g 3Haio ero. OOpaTHB CBOU
B3IJISIT Ha MEHs, OH ITIOCMOTPEN MHe B rja3a. Moe ceppile 3abuiock, KOrfia 5 B3TJIgHyJa Ha HeTo. f
He [OJXKHA, HO ST He MOTJIa HU4Yero ¢ coboit mopenaTs.

BHe3armHo noieuyrHa 000XKrIa Moe JIHUIIO, OT6pOCI/IB T'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY.

- Kak ThI cMeenns? HemeqmeHHO ONyCTU B3I U U3BMHUCH IIpIMO cerdac! - [IxKeup nprukKasasa
PE3KHUM TOHOM.

4 cxBaTHIach 3a IIeKy, BCe JIULO0 TePEKOCUIo OT 60JIH, U g ITOYyBCTBOBasla BKYC KpOoBH BO pTy. Korma
sI TIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY Ha3afl, YTOOk U3BUHUTHCS, 51 YBUIENIa HaMeK Ha OeCIIOKOMCTBO B ra3ax
MYKYUHBL.

- W3BunuTE... Baie BemuyecTso... - T U3BMHUIACH, CTapasiCh U30 BCEX CHUJI He pPacIlylakaThCs. S
YyBCTBOBasa cebsi TAaKOM 37I0M, TaKOM 00uKeHHOM. [ToueMy s momKHa Obl/la U3BUHSATLCS 3a MafleHue?
ITO He 3HAYMT, YTO S CHesasa 3TO CIeluanabHo. Ha caMoM ferne s He CepauIach u3-3a 3TOro, s OBl
M3BHHMIIACE, laxKe ecIy OBl HUKTO He CKa3asl MHe. YTo MeHs pa303JIKJIo, TaK 9TO TO, KaK CO MHOK
oOpallanuck.

- Trl momkHa OBITH OCTOPOXKHA, - CKa3aJl KOPOJib, ¥ BMECTO TOTO, YTOOHI IIPO3ByYaTh KakK
npenynpexneHne, 3TO 3By4asio Tak, Kak Oy[ATo oH OecroKouscs 000 MHe.

4 4To-To cebe mpuayMbIBalo? 3aueM eMy 0€CIIOKOUTHCSI O TOPHUYHOM ?

[ToBepHYBIIXCE K [I2KeW[, OH IPOM3HEC HECKOJIbKO UHOCTPAHHBIX CJIOB, IPeXe YeM YUTH.



- ¢ He 3aKoHYMIa ¢ ToOOOM! - mpurpo3una [Ixeu, mpexae 4eM ObLICTPO IIOCIENOBATh 3a HUM.
[ToTpsiCEHHBIN TEM, YTO TOJIHKO YTO IIPOM30ILIJIO, I HEKOTOPOE BPEMS CTOsIa, 3aCThIB Ha MecTe. Kem
oH Ob171? OTOPOCHUB CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO, 5 TomoOparia ymaBIInyio IOCYAY, a 3aTeM BepHYJIach Ha KYXHIO,
YyTOOBI TPUTOTOBUTH HOBHIM Yai. OXunasi, I0Ka BoJa 3aKUIIUT, S YMBIJIA JIUIIO XOJIOIHOM BOMIOM,
YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTE OOJIb.

OTa xKeHIMHa Obl/la 04eHb CUJIBHOM, HO KTO OBbIJT 3TOT MyXK4uHa? 5 He MOTJa IIepecTaTh JyMaTh O
HEeM, 0 TOM, KaK OH IIaxHeT MJIM KaK 3BYUUT ero rojioc, flaXke 0 TOM, KaK OH CMOTpPeJ Ha MeHd. B ero
B3TJIsie OBIJIO YTO-TO 3HAKOMOE, 5T He MOTJIa ©30aBUTHCS OT HESICHOTO YyBCTBaA.

- Xengern!

- Ha! - d 4yTe He ucnyrasnacs.

- I[lepecTanb Me4YTaTh ¥ IPUTOTOBE €Ille HEMHOTO 4asi. Y IpuHIla TOCTH. - [IpuKa3ana JOuT.
- Xopouro. Kypna s [onKHa ero noparth? - CIIpoCua .

- B roctunyio.

4 kuBHYITA.

- UTO CIy4unoch C TBOUM JIULIOM?

- O... - d npunoxuna pyky K ueke. - Hugero. - 4 nmokavasa rojioBox 1 ynbIOHYIacCh.

OHa c TpeBoOroi MocMoTpesa Ha MeHs: «EC/u BBl XOUellh BEIKUTH 371eCh, OyIb OCTOPOXKHA», -
npenynpenunia oHa.

- Ila, g mocTaparocCs.

[To mopore B roCTEBYI0 KOMHATY $ II7la TaK OCTOPOKHO, KaK TOJIbKO MOTJIa. f He X0Tejla CHOBa
II0TIaCTh B MOAOOHYI0 cuTyaluio. OXpaHHUK Y ABepU KUBHYJ, YTOOH 5 BOIIIa BHYTPb, U S
IIPOJOJIKMIa My Th. [lepBoe, 4TO g ycrbiana, Obi1 cMex [Thepa. OH yooOHO cHUfen B Kpecie co
CKpeIIleHHBIMU HOTaM¥, PAa3roBapuBasi C KEM-TO, CUISIINM Iepen HuM. ¢ He MOTjia BUIEeTh, KTO, HO 5
yXKe 3HaJa, 4TO 9T0 OB YesioBeK u3 mpouuioro. OTKyma s 3Hajla, He IOHUMA, HO ObljIa B 3TOM
yBepeHa.

Korpga sa HpI/I6J'II/I3I/IJ'IaCB K TOMYy MeCTy, I'ie OHU CUOEIIH, Hbep 06pa’r1z1n Ha MeHs BHUMaHue. Korga ero
B3rJId0 OCTaHOBMJICA Ha MOEM JIuIle, 4 YBHUEJIa, KaK 'HEB BCIIBIXHYII B €TI0 I'Jla3aX, HO OH GBICTpO
OTBEPHYJICA U ITPOOOJIZKHUII TOBOPUTE CO CBOUM T'OCTEM.

4 mopoliyia K CTOJIy ¥ MEJJIEHHO OIyCTHU/Ia NOJHOC. B349B YallHUK, 1 Me[JIEHHO Hayalla HaJluBaTh Yyau
s IIeepa, 5 yKe 3Hana, Kakoyd eMy HpaBUTCS 4Yall, a 3aTeM II0BEPHYJIach K €ro I'OCTI0, He TS eMy
B I'J1a3a.

- Kako# Ovl BH X0TeNH Yai, Bamre BenmnuecTBo? - CIIPOCHIT 5.
- XO0JIOOHBIH, - OTBETHII OH.

XonopHblii? PactepsiHHas, g B3rJISHYJIa Ha HETo, U HAIU I'Jla3a BCTPeTUIUCh. Moe cepalie
3aTperneTano B TPYAU OT eT0 HaPSIXKEHHOTO0 B3Tr/IsAa, U A 3a0blla, YTO OH TOJBKO YTO CKa3all.

- MHe HpaBUTCS XOJIOAHBIM Yal, - IOBTOPUJI OH, OBICTPO OTBOMS B3TJISA.



- Ila, KOHeYHO... Barre Benu4yecTBo, - CKa3ala 5 B3BOJIHOBAHHO. f Hayana O4eHb MeOJIeHHO HaluBaTh
Yail B €ero YalllKy, YTOOBI HEMHOTO OCTYOHUTE €ro, HO MOHX PYKH IIPOOOIZKAJIN OPO2KATh. qa YYBCTBOBaAJlq,
KaK OH CMOTPHUT Ha MEH{ BCe 3TO BPpeMd, U 3TO OYE€Hb TPEBOZKHUIIO.

HamonHuB 4aIky, s B3sjia Beep ¥ Hayala OXJIaXkOaTh ero 4aii, TeM BpeMeHeM I1bep 3aroBOPHUII C
HUM Ha 9yKOM s3bIKe. YeJloBeK, UMeHHU KOTOPOro S [0 CHX IOP He 3HaJla, IPOCTO KUBHYII U OTBETHII
KOPOTKO, HO KaxXXMbI! pa3, KOrfa OH TOBOPUJI, C MOUM CePHIIeM CIIy4aiCh CTPaHHbIE BEIIIH.

- XBaTUT, - HAKOHEIl CKa3aJI OH MHeE.

{1 omycTtuna Beep u BhIIIA. BEICTPO IPOrynIrUBasich 0 KOPUAOPY, KaK OyATO MeHS IPeCenyloT,
IIBITAJIaCh MOHATH, IoUeMy 5 Tak ce0s Bemy? KTo OB 9TOT YeI0BEeK U 0UYeMy OH 3aCTaBUJI MeHS Tak
ce0s uyBCcTBOBaTh? f mokayasna ronoBoi. Het! 4 He morya Tak ce6si 4yBCTBOBATH, 5 Oblla 3aMyKeM.
Tonbko JII0oChbeH 3aCTaBIsANI MEHS YyBCTBOBATh ce0s Tak. BHe3amHo s 0CTaHOBUTIACH, KaK OyATO
0CO3HaBas 4TO0-TO, HO, IPeXkfe YeM 51 CMOIJIa IOHATh, YTO 9TO TaKOe, g IOHsIA, YTO KTO-TO OOIBHO
CcxBaTuUJ MeHs 3a pyKy. O, HeT! TonbKO He 3Ta XKEeHIINHA.

- TloitmeM co MHOU! - mpuKa3ana [[Keif, Talla MeHs 00paTHO Ty[a, OTKyHda s mpuiia. Ee xBaTka
Oblyla MOX0Ka Ha CTaJbHBIe KAHJAJE, CKOBABIINE MO0 PYKY. - 4 mpenopam Tebe ypok.

4 mocnemoBaa 3a HeH, He IIPpOTEeCTyd, IIOTOMY YTO 3HaAJIa, €CJIN A 6y11y IIPOTECTOBATH, 3TO TOJIBKO
VYXYOIIUT CUTYallUIO. Korpa Mul I[OﬁpaJ'II/ICB OO TOCTEBOU KOMHATHI, OHA YYThb HE BTOJIKHYJId MEHSA
BHYTDPSB, 1 S CIIOTKHYJIACh, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 CyMeJla YAEePZKaTbCA Ha HOrax. l'[bep IIOOHAJI I'JlIa3a U3
CBOEH YalllKH, BOIIPOCHUTEJILHO I'JIA0s Ha HacC.

- MHe xayb 6ecriOKOUTE Bac, Bamre BricouecTBo, HO 3Ta XKeHIUHA... - [[Kel ToBOpuiIa, YKa3hbiBas
Ha MeHs, - yHu3una Ero BenuuecTBo. OHa 067MIIa €ro ropsYyuM YaeM U Jaxke He U3BUHUIIACH
IOJIKHBIM 00pa3oM.

[Tbep omyCTUN YaIIKy ¥ EePEeKIII0YNI B3rJIAA Ha MEeHs, CJIOBHO B ITIOKMCKaX OTBeTa. f IpoCTo
CTapasach BHIJISIIETh CIIOKOMHOM, IOTOMY YTO 3Hajla - MOJI4aTh JIydllle, 4eM 3aluinaThcs. fd caMa
Oblna 4JIeHOM KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH, U S 3HaJla, eCJIM CIIyra MBITAaeTCsl ONpaBOaThCs, HaKa3aHue
CTAHOBUTCS TOJIBKO XyXKe.

JIuto [bepa mOCTENEHHO KPacHENo: « 4 Mpollly IMPOoIIEeHUd 3a ee IoBefeHue. 9 HaKaxXy ee
COOTBETCTBYIOLINM 00pa3oM, - CKa3aJl OH.

- C Bamero mno3BoyieHus, Baie BricouecTBo, MBI XOTe/IH OBl HAKa3aTh €€ CaMH.

I[Tbep, Ka3anoch, He OB CIIMIIIKOM Paji 3TOMY, HO KMBHYII, COTJIalIasCh: «Y Bac eCTh Moe
pa3perneHune».

I[Tocne TOTO, KaK MEHs 3aTAIlUIN B OPYTYI0 KOMHATY, [I2KeHT 3acTaBujla MEHsI BCTATh Ha KOJIEHU U
CKa3asla, YTOOHI 51 0CTAaBasach B TAKOM ITOJIOKEHUHM, ITOKA OHAa He OTMEHUT CBOU IpHKa3. S mpocTo
TIOBMHOBAJIACh, TAK KaK He XOTeJIa YXYOLIaTh CATYalMI0 UM, MOXKET OBITh, IIOTOMY, UTO MHE OBIJIO BCe
PaBHO.

Ixeiin 6eCcOKOIHO IIarasa B3af 4 BIepeq o koMHaTte: «Kak Tonbko Ero BenuuecTBo npubynet u
pemumuT, Kak Te0si HaKa3aTh, 51 OyOy paja HayuuTh TeOS XOPOILIUM MaHepam».

¢ XpaHMIa MOTYaHUe, ¥ 3TO, Ka3aJoCh, ele 00JIbIle pa3gpaxano ee. MoxeT ObITh, OHA OXKHIANA,
4yTO 51 OyAYy YMOMATH ¥ IJIaKaTh O IIPOIIEHUH, U, MOXKeT OBbITh, s1 OBl 3TO Clelana, eciid OBl AyMasa, 4To
OHa MPOCTHUT MEHS, HO 5 3Hasa ydine. Takue T4, KaK OHa, He mporanu. OHY TOIBKO XOTEH,



YTOOHI JIIOU YMOJIAJIA UX, YTOORI YYBCTBOBATH ce0sl CUJIbHBIMU, U 5 He COGI/IpaHaCb mesnaTth 3Toro. K
COXKaJIEHHUIO.

Bre3zamnHo OBEPBb OTKPHIIIACh, XU KTO-TO BOIIIEJI BHYTPE. 4 Morma BUOETh TOIBKO HUXKHIOI YacTh
KPaACHUBOI'O IIJIaThsA C TOT'O MeCTa, I'ie 1 HaXO0OUJIdChb.

- I'me AnekcaHap? - cripocuia XKeHIIMHa, KOTopas BOIIIa BHYTPb.
- Ero BenmuuecTBO BCTpedaeTcs C MpuHileM, Baiite BeicouecTBo, - oTBeTUNa [IKEU.

Tak 3HAYUT, MOET0 CIlaCcUTesNs U OyAylIero KapaTess, 3Bajiyd AJleKCaHAPOM. JTa XKeHIIUHA,
BEPOSITHO, OBIZIa €r0 CeCTPOH, TaK KaK OHA Ha3kIBajla ero 1o UMeHH. f1 CIIbllIaia, YTO OHA KpacaBHIIa,
HO He 0OCMeJIMBaJiaCh IOCMOTPETh BBEPX U YBUOETH CAMOM.

- XOpOH.IO, TOTr'oa 4 X049y, yTOOKI THI TIOIIJIa CO MHOM, - Bejesna XKEeHIIMHa, 4 3aTeM IIOBEPHYIIACE,
YTOORI yfITPI, He JOXKH[asiChb OTBETa.

- KoneuHo, Bamie BricouecTBo, - 0TO3Banach [KeWy 1 Mocnelmsia K apepu. [Ipexme 4yeM 3aKpHITh €e
3a co6oi, OHa ITOBEPHYJIach KO MHe: «OcTaBaCs TaM, TOe Thl HAXOOUIILCS, ¥ He OBUTAMCs. 9 CKOpo
BEPHYCH>.

Kakoe-To Bpemd g fenaja TakK, Kak OHa MHe IIpHKa3aja, HO II0TOM S yCTalla ¥ pellnsia BCTaTh. YTO
MOKET CIIyYUThCSI? MeHs BCe paBHO HaKaxXyT.

BrITssTMBasi CBOM OHEMEBIIIe KOHEYHOCTH, s OTJIsgfie/la KOMHATY, ¥ ITepBOoe, YTO 3aMeTHsIa, Oblia
OombIIas KpOBaTh C KPACHBIMU IIEJIKOBBIMU IIPOCTHIHSIMHU. IToCye TOro, Kak 5 cliajia Ha II0JIy [I0/Iroe
BpeMs, MHE 3aX0TeJI0Ch BCIIOMHUTD, KAKOBO 3TO - CIATh B IIOCTEJH. f 1MO3BOIKIIA HaJIbIlaM CKOIb3UTh
IO IIeJTKOBOM TKaHU. 1 meMCTBUTENbHO 3a0bljla, HACKOJIBKO OHU MSATKHUe U Tagkue. OCTOPOXKHO
IIPHUCEB, 51 YTOHYJIA B MATKOM MaTpace. MHe JeiCTBUTENIbHO HYKHO OBIII0 OMPO60BaTh 3Ty KPOBATH,
II09TOMY $ JIeTJIa ¥ Pellniia TOJTbKO HEMHOTO OTHOXHYTh, HO BCKOPE MOrPy3ujIach B ITyOOKHI COH.
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