Kén maBHO 3amopmo3puit HenmagHoe. Hy He MoxeT Cssobait ObITh OpaToOM TaKMX KpacaBull, Kak FOHOHa
1 J7nb3a. A yunuThiBas rpexu KOpus, y Hero HuKakK He MOT POJUTHCS CHIH C IIPepPacIionokKeHHOCThIO K
JKaJHOCTU U YpeBoyroguio. Temeps XKe, Iocje paccka3a banaaMa, BCE BCTalo Ha CBOU MecTa: ['yia
Ha [M0YBe 3aBHUCTH K BeTMYauIlIeMy IeMOHY BOCIIOJIb30BaJICS CBOUM II0JIOKEeHHEM U, U3HACHIIOBAB
IuanHy, 3a4an e Oygyuiero 1o0UTeNsS BUITHEBLIX ITNPOXKKOB.

Takxke JlaBp, MpeKpacHO MMOHUMAsI, YTO JUTS TAKOTO COI03a C BLICOKOM BEPOSITHOCTHIO YHACIIEAyeT
pacy mOMHHAaHTa, COellal CIeayIoIui BEIBOM: Ha caMOM fiefie 3To [IruaHa, HaxXomsach nog 3ppeKToM
adponusmaka, u3HacumoBasna ['yna.

BoT Tak TONCTHIM XUTPHIH MaTPHapX AeMOHOB YpeBoyronus nopcyHyn FOputo cBuHbi0. HaBepHsiKa ero
3aBHCTJIMBAs MOpAa PacIIkBajiach OT BOCTOPra: OT HETO POMMTIA XKEeHIIMHA BeTUKOro feMoHa! O 4yém
oH 671aromoJIyYHo moxBacrtascs bamaamy.

Tem BpeMeHeM JJib3a He 3HaJa Kyfa IPsATaTh CBOM IIyCTOM OTPEIIEHHBIN B3T/a. CHavyala CTpalIHbIN
cekpeT K€Ha B BUfie MEPTBOM JKEHEI B KOJIbLIE, 3aT€M POLCTBO C 9TO KPHUIATOM IPOIIMaHI0BKOH, a
Teneps U Csaobau ot gpyroro orna... Korga-To geByllKa Bepusa B YUCTOTY CBOEU POJOCIIOBHOU
CroyHOB, a Telneph BrICHSETCS Takoe! E#f Bcerga Ka3anoch CTPaHHBIM TO, KaK pa3uTeNIbHO OpaT
oTnuyancs ot He€ ¢ KOHOHOM, ¥ Telephb CTalo U3BECTHO IOYEMY.

«JlampIle BBl yKe 3HaeTe.» - IPonoJiKui bamaam. - «HOpuit BocCTaHOBHI ce0e BOCTIOMUHAHUS,
BEPHYJICS B UMIIEPHIO IEMOHOB ¥ IPUKOHYHUI ['yiTa, a 3aTeM... { He 3Hai0 MOAPoOHOCTEH, HO, CYs II0
ToMy, 4uTO IOpus mo cux mop HeT, a 2Ka3emnb KuBa - ero cOpocunu B 0e3MHy CMEPTH. »

Ha aToii ¢pa3e gBeps B moMellleHre 0TBOPUIACh, U BHYTPH 3alll€]], OCTaBUB CBUTY TeJIOXPAHUTEIEN
3a IBephio, Poman co6CTBEeHHOM IEPCOHOM: KOPEHACTHIM JEMOH C T'OJILIM TOPCOM, 110 KOTOPOMY
MeZJIeHHO IlepeMelllaniach, CJIOBHO OXKMUBIIAs, TaTyUPOBKA OpaKoHa. PenbedHble MEBIMIIIE 3M0POBIKa
BCE TaKXKe BJIaXKHO 0JIeCcTesu TO JIM OT Macja, TO Jix 0T BocKa. OT eMOHa BEICOKOMEPUS UCXOAUIIa
COOTBETCTBYIOIIAaA dypPd, BEISbIBAIOIIAA Y OKPYXKAKIUX MHCTUHKTUBHOE OTBPAIllEHNE.

«Popman! Manbuuk MoM, IpUBeT!» - ¢ yIbIOKOM BOCKIUKHYN BanaaM. - «A rae matpuapx?»

«3pmpaBcTBYHTE, TOocoguH bamaaM. BepHoH B 3TOT pa3 He mpuaeT. OH MOpPy4YuI MHE 3afaHue, Habbl
Oymyurui uMmepaTop Habupasncs ombTa.» - PogaH Ma3HyJ B3r/ISIAOM II0 TPOUIIE TOCTEN U HENOBOJILHO
cpocui. - «A pa3Be y Hac Ha3HaueHa BCTpeya He Ha TpU 4Yaca AHS? MHe Ka3asioch, s IPULIET
BOBpPEMSI...»

MaMOHOB BUHOBATO IT04Yecas 3aThIIOK: «[IpoCcTH, 1 HEMHOTO YBIIEKCS, 3aK/Ii04asi BaKHbIE CHOETKH. ..
Korpa mesno naxseT geHbraMy, g COBCEM TepPsII0 YYBCTBO BpeMeHH, xa-xa! Ho Tl He BOJIHYHCA.
[TapTus BEICIIKUX 3Bepey yxKe B runbguu. OHU BCe TaKUe 3[00POBLIe U 3HepruuHble! Pydatocs, B 3TOM
rofy Ballla TPagUIMOHHAA 0X0Ta MPOUAET Ha BEICIIEM yPOBHE!»

«OXOTHO BepIO...» - COTTIacUJICS PomaH ¥ BHUMAaTENbHEE OTJISIAEN IPUCYTCTBYIOMUX. MeXay aByMs
IIPEKPAaCHBIMU [IEBYIIKAMHU, B OQHOU 13 KOTOphIx ®obepoc y3Ham ACTapTy, CTOSITT KaKOH-TO COTIJISK.
Marnbyuk Ha mo0erymkax, Cyas 1o BCeMY.



BHe3amnHo oIIyTUB TOPa3UTEIbHO BEICOKOE pa3BuTHe OI0OHAWHKY, cephle Pobepoca MpomyCcTuio
yoap. Kto ona takas? CKonbpKo eu jnet? Ecinu eil MeHbile 20-TU JIeT, ¥ OHA IPUMeET y4acCTUe B
TYPHUPE, TO Y HEro He OyHeT HU IaHca Ha mobeny! OTo MOXKeT CIyTaTb eMy BCe KapThl...

O1nb3a XMypPHIM B30POM OKHHYJIA IEMOHA C TOJIBIM TOPCOM. 3HAYHT, 3TO OH ()aBOPUT MOJIOHOTO
nokoJyieHusi? M3-3a Hero ummnepartop JIImyc Tak mepekuBaeT 3a UMIEPHUI0? OTo OH OynmeT
CUIbHENIUM IPOTHBHUKOM KEHa Ha IpefcTosieM TypHUupe?

Bynyuu HayanpHBIM noBenuTesneM, CTOYH He YyBCTBOBaJsla HUKAKOM yTPO3EL CO CTOPOHE PomaHa.
Bornee Toro, €i X0TeI0Ch XOPOILIEHHKO Bpe3aTh IeMOHY 110 eT0 BHICOKOMEDPHOM MOpIe 3a BCe Te
Ipo6yeMEl, KOTOPhIe OH CO30aéT eé Opaty U el caMoil.

CKkpecTuB pyKH 3a cnuHOM, PogaH BaxHO 3aroBopui: «IIpuBet, ActapTa. [JaBHO He BUOENUCE. ITO
TBOS IIOAPYyra?» - CIIPOCHUII OH, XKenas, 4YToObl CYyKKy0 IpefcTaBuiia UxX Opyr OPYry.

«[Ipuser... Ia...» - oTCTpaHEHHO Tpo6OpPMOTaa porarasi, KOcsich Ha KéHa U ¢ yrnoeHueM BCIIOMUHAS
CJIafKUY 3allax ero JafloHu Ha CBOEM JIULIE.

Popan ¢ TpymoM 3acTaBuii ceOsi TOCMOTPETh Ha Jlakesi. Yero 9To OHa Tak ISUIMTCS Ha 3TOT0 Masibla?
JlagHo, HeBaxHO. Pa3 Ha HEé PacCYUTHIBATE HEJIb3S, TO MPUAETCS COBEPIIUTh HECBOMCTBEHHBIN IJIS
ce0s TIOCTYIIOK: CaMOMY 3aBeCTH 3HAaKOMCTBO. [IapeHb He MPUBLIK MTPOSIBIISITh UHUIIMATHBY B
nof0OHBIX JiefiaX, Befib 0OBIYHO BCE U TaK TIHYTCS K HeMY. BCE-TaKu OH - JOCTOSIHHE UMIIEPUU.

®o6epoc yBepeHHO 06paTuics K 6JI0HAUHKE: «3OIPaBCTBYHUTE, MUCC...»

«3JJIb3a.»

«OueHs npusTHO. A MeHs 30BYT Poman ®obepoc. [la, TOT caMBIf.» - YBAHIUBO TPUOCAHUIICS TEMOH.

«XM... PopmaH... ['me e 5 clbllliana 3TO UMS...» - 3aAyMYUBO XMbIKHY/Ia J/Ib3a Tak, OyOTO MbITaIach
BCIIOMHUTD KaKy-TO He3HAUYUTEIbHYI0 MEeJIOYb.

Peakrust 61oHOuHKY otreniomuna Pomana. M3psaaHo 061acKaHHbIM XKEeHCKUM BHUMaHUEM, OH HUKOT'Ia
He CTaJKUBAJICS HU C YeM Mogo0HbIM. CyIIecTBYeT U XOTh OfHa AEeBYIIKA B UMIIEPUHU, KOTOPas
IIOCYUTAET ero 3a CilydauHoro npoxoguMua? [la ero Bce 3HatoT! To, 4T0 Onb3a g0 CUX IOP HU pa3y
He B3IJIsIHYJIa Ha HETO C UHTEPECOM - YK€ HEeMBICIUMO!

Pa3ymeeTcs, cioBa KpacaBuilbl 3afenu ropgocts ®obepoca. OH u mogyMaTh He CMeJI, YTO Hag HUM
OTKPHITO U3[EBAIOTCS, IIOTOMY YTO HHKTO ¥ HUKOTA He MO3BOJIS ce0e TAKOTO OTHOIIEHUS K
mobumoMy ceiHy I'mbpuca. JIeMOH BEICOKOMEPHS IIPOCTO 00s13aH OB UCIIPABUThL TaKyIo
HEeCITPaBeIJIUBYI0 OLIEHKY CBOEY MEPCOHEI, II03TOMY OH TYT K€ MPUCTYIHIT K CAaMONIpe3eHTaIiH.

<<YBepeH, BEI 3HA€TE MEHI...» - KOCHYBIINCH BBHIISTYEHHOU rpynu, Poman BBEICOKOMEPHO IIPeJCTaBUIICH.



- «4 - PomaH, TpuHaAAIATHIM CHIH repos BokHH, ['nbpuca ®obepoca - BeIUKOTO ITaTpuapxa,
BO3IJIABJISBILET0 CEMENCTBO eMOHOB BEICOKOMEPUS OBECTU TPUALATH [Ba rofa...»

[Tpogomnxkas pacckas, Pobepoc BAPYT 3aMeTH1, 4To Jjb3a obpailllasia Ha HEro BCE MeHblle BHUMaHUS,
OynTo Tepsna uHTepec. JlagHo AcTapTa - oHa BooOIlle B 00/lakaxX BUTAEeT - HO ITOYEMY [axke
OJIOHOMHKA CMOTPHUT Ha JlaKes OoJibllle, YeM Ha Hero? UTo 3a XxpeHb?! Kak oHU CMEIOT BeCTHu cebst
Tak, OyATO OH - HamoemIuBEIA 00nTyH?! ®0obGepoc 4yBCTBOBaI ce0sl He B CBOEH Tapeyke, YTO OJIs HEro
B HOBUHKY ITPU OOIIEHUHU C MTPOTUBOIIOJIOKHBIM II0JIOM.

3anpsTaB yIIeMJIEHHYI0 TOPAOCTE Kya moriy6xe, Pofad mepemeésn K caMoMy TJIaBHOMY,
y0exXIeHHbIH B TOM, YTO Ha Cel Pa3 OH YK TOYHO JOOLETCS XKeTaeMoro: «f - caMblit oqapEéHHBIN
OEeMOH B MOJIOOOM IToKoneHuu. OT cBoero oTia MHe JocTasncsa “OCKOJIOK COJIHIIa” - BeJINKoe
BPOXKIEHHOE YHUKAIbHOE TEJIO MJIaMeHHU, Japyolllee MHe HEBEPOSTHLEIN TalaHT. g cobupalock 3aHSTh
IIepBO€e MECTO Ha I'PaHAMO03HOM TypPHUPE B 4eCTh O0TuHU [lepcedoHb U CTaTh UMIIL...»

Onb3a notpenasna KeHa 3a pykas: «MoxeT, yugem?»

Kén KWBHYII B COT'TIaCHUHA: «Jla, IOy, a To IMYMHOBATO TYT.» — CKa3aB 3TO, OH HAIIPABUJICA Ha BBIXO[,
d KpaCaBHIIBI ITIOCJIEANOBAIIM 3a HUM, BCTaB OT HETO IIO O0okaM, 6y21T0 ITapeHb X BO3IJIaBJIAIL.

Popan 3acThin Kak BKOIaHHBIM. Ero pa3ym OTKa3blBaJICs BOCIIPUHUMATSE Ipou3oiuenee. OH HUKOTHa
He CTAJIKMBAJICS HU C YeM IMOmOOHBIM. ET0 meiCTBUTENIBHO... IPOUTHOPHUPOBAIH? YIIINIK C KaKUM-TO
JlakeeM, IIpefiBapUTeIbHO CIIPOCKB Y HEeTo Ha TO no3BosieHue?! Kak Takoe BO3MOXHO?! Kak 3T0
IIOHUMATh?!

Tem BpeMeHEM TEJIOXPaHUTEIIb HIOI.IHYC& u banaam CUHXPOHHO B3JOXHYJIX U ITOKa4aJId I'0JIOBaMHU.
OHH HEBOJILHO TI0OYYBCTBOBAJIX BCIO HEJIOBKOCTE U CTBINI, YTO OOJIZKE€H UCIIBITEIBATH PomaH. TomkHO
OBITD, ITapHA BIIEPBHIE B 2KU3HU TaK 0e3:KaT0CTHO OTIIHIIH.

Popan omomHuncsi. Ha cMeHy pacTepsIHHOCTH IIPUIIIO OCO3HaHUe (M HafgexkKa), UTo IJIb3a YTO-TO
HEBEPHO IOHSJIa U3 TOTO, 0 YeM OH el noBepas. Hy He MOXKeT afeKBaTHas [eBYyIlIKa, 3Has, KTO OH,
BecTH ce0s Tak! IBHO Beb IIPOM30IITI0 KaKOe-TO Heflopa3yMeHHUe...

Popan morHasn yXomsilyto TPOUIY U, IPerpaguB UM MyTh, C HATIHYTOU YIRIOKOM MPOU3HEC: «Xa-Xa,
HEeJIOBKO II0Iy4usIoch... Ha caMoM fene 51 BOBCe He LIyTuil. f AeliCTBUTEILHO CBHIH IaTpruapxa, a HbIHe
IJIeMAHHUK BepHOHA!» - y2Ke ¢ HEKOTOPO! HePBO3HOCTHIO BHITIAJIMII MOJIOAOU IEMOH.

Omnb3a U ACTapTa IIOCMOTPEJIA Ha q)oﬁepoca, KdK Hd UOUO0Ta.

«MBI 9TO y2Ke CIIBIILIANH.» - CyX0 Ipou3Hec KeH.

Kakue-To TaM HEIIOHSITHEIE 3BYKH, U3JaBd€MEI€ XKAJIKUM JIaKEEM, 3aCTaBUIIA Popmana O6paTI/ITb Ha
HEro BHMMaHNKe, U OH, CHUCXOOUTEJIbHO II0XJIOIaB TOI'O IIO IIJIeYy, CKa3all: «JIakei, cxomu KyIInu



JEBYIIKaM MOPOZXK€EeHOoe, ITOKa MBI TYT HOOGHJ;&GMCH.» - CJiedOM OH II€PEeK/II0YNJI BHUMAaHNE Ha
KpPacCaBHull, IMOJIHOCTBIO 3a0kIB O CylnieCTBOBaAHUHU COIIJIH.

B oTBeT KEH TOXKe CHUCXONUTEILHO MOXJI0Maj PoflaHa 1o 11evy U C yABIOKON IOAMHUTHYT
cobecemHUKY: «Xopoliee Npeaioxkenne. Bl TyT moka moo0IimaiTech, a MBI TOMIEM 3@ MOPOXKEHBIM. »
- IOTOBOPUB, OH MMPUOOHSI OEBUI] 3@ TOHKHUE TaJUU U MOBEN UX Ha BHIXO]I.

Onb3a u AcTapTa, CMEKHYB, UTO IIPOMCXOMUT, TTOMATINBO IIPUXKAJIUCH K I0HOIIe (0co0eHHO Pypy) H,
XUXUKas Haf IPUAYPKOM IT03ay, IIOC/IefloBaid Ha BEIXOM U IIOKUHYIIN ITOMEIleHHE.

PopaH emi€ gonro ctosn u TYIIO IIAJIAIJICA Ha OBEPH, THIETHO IBITAaACh OCO3HATH IIPOU3OIIEIIee.

BajylaaM mo4yBCTBOBAJI TaKyI0 HEJIOBKOCTD, UTO 3aJIIIOM OCYIIXJ OYTHIIKY OTHEHHOTO BUCKU. BemHsTra
®obepoc... YKacHO, HaBepHOe, BIIepBEIE MOMYYUTh MIPSIMOM 0TKa3 OT KpacaBHIHL. BOT K yeMy BemeT
OTCYTCTBHE OIIbITa, 3apab0TaHHOT0 METOHAOM P00 U OIMIUOOK.

Tenoxpaunutens Jlouuyca TenenaTuen 0CTaBuI OUYepPefHYI0 3aMeTKy B popMaiuu: {«[leHb
TPUHAAIATHINA. CerogHs s B OU4epeqHOM pa3 CTall CBUAETEIEM HEBEPOSTHOM BLIX0oOKU KEHa...» }

Tem BpeMeHeM yeTBEPKA MpuUOIMKanach K JECTHUYHOH IIJIOMIAIKe.

HecmoTps Ha uHIUOEHT ¢ PomanoM, 1b3a BHOBL IIOTPY3UIach B IIOaBIeHHOE cocTosiHre. OHa He
MOTJIa TaK OLICTPO OTOMTH OT IIOKHUPYIOIIel nHGOOPMAIIUK O CBOEH POIHE.

Kén xe mpo ce0st moctaBun KpecT Ha Pobepocax. 3apyduThCS UX MOANEPKKON eMy He CyKOeHO.
Brnpouewm, yuuThiBas 11e1b PofjaHa, ux omobpeHue oH ObI IPU BCEM KeJITaHUM He MOTYy4ul.

[Tocne HemaBHEro pasroBopa ¢ banaamoM KEH BHISICHUTI, UTO TPX BOJIHEI JEMOHOB IIOCHIIAIN HE
MaMOHOBEL. 3HAYHUT, OCTAETCS ABa BapHaHTa: JEMOHHBI 3aBUCTU WM AEMOHHI BEICOKOMepHSs. M 4To-TO
IIapHIO ITOCKA3kIBAJIO, YTO BUHOBATH ®00EpOCH], a BO3MOXKHO Haxe, caMm Poman!

TeMm BpeMeHeEM ACTapTa HaAllOMHHAJIa CaMYIO CHACTJIMBYIO OE€BYIIIKY Ha CBETE: 0J1a3KeHHO IIPUKPEIB
T'Jla3a, OHa IJIa PAAOM CO CJIIaA€HBKHUM U TECHO IMPHUZKHKWMallaChk K HEMY CBOMM THOKUM TEJIOM.

Y nectuuubl KEH oTIyCTUT AEByIIEeK, HO Pypy oTKa3biBajach OTPEIBATLCSA OT HETO, IIPUIUIIHYB
CJI0BHO nusBKa. KOHOIIe NPUIUIOCh OTAUPATH €€ 0T ce0s CUIIoH, npenynpenus: « Thl BEIUTpasia
70Tepelo, Ho 00JIbIIIe 3TOTO He TIOBTOPUTCS. »

«0x, Hy KaK e Tak...» - pa304YapoBaHHO IIPOCTOHAaja CYKKy0, BCIIJIaKHYB, ¥ C HaJleXKA0W KOIIEUKH,
IIPOCSINEe peIOKY CO CTOJIA, CIIPOCUTIA. - A MOPOXKEHKY KYTHIITh?»

«Kymio, ecnu TH Kak CefyeT OpraHu3yellb MHe Ha Onuxkaiine IHU BcTpeuy ¢ 2Ka3ess.»



«T-TBI TPUAEIL KO MHE B TOCTH?!» - 3aTausa AbIXaHue AcTapra.

«He k Tebe, a K TBoel MaTyIKe. Y MeHS eCTh K Hel BaXKHBIHM pa3roBop.»

«H Y Me€HA TO2XKe ITOABUIIOCE HECKOJIEKO BOIIPOCOB...» - TUX0 BCTaBUJId J1nb3a, CXKaB KYyJIaKH.

Kén mob6aBun: «Ho mepeq BcTpedel s MIaHUPYIO U3YUUTh Hacaenue Pypy. [IpoBen€emnts MeHs B
COKPOBHUILIHUIY CBOEH CEMbHU, TYAa, TOe XPaHATCS Ballld TEXHUKH.»

«Ox, mpaBma?!» - oOpamoBanack AcTapTa, YBULEB IPEKPACHY0 BO3MOXKHOCTb, HO CPa3y e B3sia
ce0s1 B PYKH ¥ C CePhE3HEIM BHIOM 3alyMUMBO ITPOHU3HECTIA. - «3HAETE, JOCTYII K BEJTUKOMY
HACJIEOUIO MOEH CeMbU UMEIOT TOJIKO CYKKYOHL... 51, KOHEYHO, MOTY BaM €ro II0Ka3aTh, BCE-TaKH s
I0Yb MaTpPHapXa, OQHAKO 3TO OyHOEeT MOPOro MHEe CTOMTh. HO, eciu Tak mogyMaTh, TO ST TOTOBA IOUTH
Ha 9TO, €CJIX BHL... CTaHETe MOUM IIapHEM.»

9nb3a rpoMKO ¢GEIpKHYyIa: «Pa3aMedranacs!»

Kén nokadain ronooii: «Het, xne0yIinek ¢ KpeUlbsIMU. ECT X04ellTh CTaTh MOeW OeBYIIKOH, TO
IPUAETCS DOPOT0 3@ 3TO 3aIIaTUTh. [loporo ais Tebs, a He B 001ieM cMeicie. OTTOTO, YTO TH
CBOMIMIIL MEHS B ITof3eMenibe Pypy, oT Te0st Hu4ero He yoynet. Eciu T BCE XKe cHeaelb 3To, TO 5,
TakK ¥ OBITE, IpoITy Tebe TOT B3I/, »

Onb3a 001er46HHO B3OOXHYIa. [IoyeMy oHa TaK BOCIPUUMYHBA B TAKUE€ MOMEHTHI?

AcTtapTe X0Tejoch miakaTh. OHa yKe CTO pa3 Imoxkasiesa, YTo He CAepKaiach U MOIbITanach
04apoBaTh CJIaleHbKOT0 CBOe! AyXOBHOU aTakou. Hy 4To 3a mypa?! Kak ona morna?!

«JI-magHo, s corytacHa!» - corynacunack Pypy, He uMes uHOTO BeiOopa. JIydie Tak, yeM HUKakK. Ha
caMOM [iejie OHa faXKe He YyBCTBOBaJla, YTO IPOJeELIeBUsIa. 3al0/yYuTh IPOILIEHNUE 3a IOIBITKY
110paboTUTh, BCETO JIUIIb CBOAUB €TI0 B COKPOBUILHHUIY? ITO IIPEKPACHO!

«Xopomuy 0TBeT. MoxKelllb TeTEeTh JOMOM. »

Korga AcrtapTa ynerena, KEH ¢ cecTpoi OTIIpaBUIICS TOMOM.

Onb3a NOJHSIA JaBHO BOHYIOMINY €€ Bompoc: «K€EH, S MoHKWMalo, 4TO JIe3y B TBOKO JINUHYIO KU3Hb,
HO, YMOJISIO, aii MHE OTBET... YTO B TBOEM KOJIbIlE feftaeT Tenno “YepHoro ¢pep3s”?»

CxopOHO B300OXHYB, JIaBp moBeman cecTpe TPAaruyHylo UCTOPUIo Banupsl.
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