«A, 3T0 THI, PHac-cemmaii?» — CIPOCHUI 5, BCe ellle AepKa II0COX HaroToBe ¥ HabI0mas 3a HOBOK
MeBYIIKOMH. §1 y3HA/ ee, OOHY U3 INKOJIbHEIX UI0JIOB UM KAaK-TO TakK. M3 TOro YTO S IMOHSIJ, 9TO TUTYII,
KOTOPBIX MTOSIBIISIJICSI, KOTTIa KTO-TO OBIIT KPACHBEIM, TIOMYJISIPHEIM, ¥ He puaypkoM. OHa Orlta
KpacHBa HACTOJNIBKO, YTO Moe OeHOe, M3MyYeHHOe ITOIPOCTKOBOE TEJI0 He MOTJIO He 3aMeTHTh:
BeJIMKOJIEIIHbIe YePTHI JIAIA, IPUBJIeKATeIbHEIE KPACHEIE BOJIOCH M POCKOIIIHOE TEJIO.

He moiimute MeHs HenpaBuibHO. OHa He Oblia Ha ypoBHe Jlapkl. Ho oHa Obiyia 6113KO.

A etrfe s OB IOYTH YBEPEH, YTO KeM OBl OHa HU Obla, 0 pace y Hee ¢ CoHOM Gosbliiie 0611ero, YeM
CO MHOH.

Bce ellle TOHATHS He UMEIO, YTO OHHU TaKOe.

«Puac-cemmnaii»? — 3amymMasach BHIIEYIIOMSHYTas AeBYIIKa, 3By4Ya YOUBIEHHON. [10 SITOHCKUM
CTaHaapTaM 9T0 ObLT JOBOJIbHO HedopMasbHbIHM cr1ocob oOpallleHus K Hel, UCIIONb3Ys ee UM, Haxke
ecnu s moOaBun moyetHoe obpaimieHune. OHa CTOs/Ia Ha KOJIEHAX PSAOM C yrmaBmuM HMcceeMm, u s
B3[IPOTHYJI, 0CO3HAB, YTO, HECMOTPS HA MOJIyYEHHYI0 UM TSXKENYI0 PaHy, OH BCe ellle XKuB. 91 Mor
BUIEThH, KaK MOJHUMAETCS U OITYCKAEeTCS ero TPyab, ¥ Ka3aJoCh, YTO PaHa OKa3aslaCh HAMHOTO
MEHbIIIe, YeM 5T JyMall.

‘Upuot’, — BeIpyTan g cebsi. ‘HacTonmbKO yBIEKCS IPaKOM, UTO ITEepPecTall JyMaTh O TOM, MOXKHO JIH
4yTO-HUOYOb CHoeaTh A7 xKepTBel! UguoT!’

Xo03s1H, TUX0 Haydasa JIami. [leso He B TOM, YTO paHa Oblla He TaKOM yK OOMBIION, a B TOM, YTO
Tellephb OHa CTajla MeHbille. CMOTPUTE...

Tam, Kak OyaTO 51 CMOTPEN Ha [IBe Pa3Hble CIIeHH OMHOBPEMEHHO, II0SIBUIIOCH n300paxeHue Mcces,
KOTZla s BIEPBHIE YBU[IEJ, KaK €T0 YOapuiIu KOMbeM. ITO OBIJIO B Kpalo rjla3a, KakK OOUH U3 TeX
CTaphIX TPIOKOB "BTOPOMU 9KpaH B YIJIy TeJeBU30pa”, KOTOPLe 1 CMyTHO oMHUI. Ho 51 Bce ele Mor
ee pasrisafeTh, U a, Telephb 3TO IeMCTBUTEIbHO Obllla MeHbINas paHa.

«4l criplmana, 9To TH OBLT YPEe3BHYAHHO HEOPEKHEIM THKHM», — IIPomoKuia Puac, 3a6aBnssice,
BCIIOMUHAs MO0 pemyTaluio. «M 4To y Tebs Oblia CKIOHHOCTb K Hacunuioo. M 4to y Tebs Obl1
CUHIIPOM BOCHMUKJIACCHUKA...»

«Oi1, na nagHO», — mpoBopuan g. «[IoueMy 000 MHe HeT CJIyX0B, KakK 0 “BBICOKOM TEMHOBOJIOCOM U
IpUBJIeKaTeIbHOM” UK “O0/BIIOM CTaplleM KJIaCCHOM IapHe” MM YTO-TO B 3TOM Pome?»

Puac mMopruyna, Korga 5 nepe0un e€, a 3aTeM HEMHOT'0 XUXUKHYJIa, IPUKPHIBasA POT, OyAy4du KeM-TO
KTO HaKOHeIl pearupyeT Ha MOM IIyTKU TaK, Oy[ATO OHU JeUCTBUTENIBHO ObIM CMEIITHEIMU. 1 BUHIO
TeJIeBULIEHUe, KOTOPOe UCKaXaeT CO3HaHue MOJIOfeXY Tak, YTO OHa He [EHUT HACTOAILIero 1oMopa.
«f BUXKYy, 4TO 10 KpaiiHel Mepe TBOe YYBCTBO I0MOpA He IIpeyBeIn4YeHo! »

HeCMOTpﬂ Ha CBOM YYBCTBA4, 1 THXO YXMBIJTEHYJICA. OpmHako g He OITYCTHII IIOCOX. «HakoneI1-to g
BCTPETUJT KOT'O-TO CO BKYCOM>.

«Cnacubo», — Puac ynreiOHyIach MHe, BCe ellle BHITJISAS DOBOJIbHOM Moel myTKo#. Ee ynbiOka crierka
Cy3uJlach, IIPUHAB JIVKABLEIU OTTEHOK. «H BCe Xe, TogyMaTh TOJIBKO, TH Ha CaMOM [eJie
BOJIIIEOHUK...»



«[Touemy 3TO CIOPIPHU3?» 1 HE MOT He B3MOXHYTh, YCIIBIIIIAB 3TO 3asIBJIeHHE, U B 3aMeIlIaTe/IbCTBe
TI0KAyaJl roJI0BOK. «Pau BCeX CBATHIX, Y MEHS MaXe ecTh BU3UTKuU! IIpsIMo Ha HUX HAIIMCAHO:
Ipe3nen 'appu: BommeOuuk. Huuero 6oiee 04eBUOHOTO ¥ HE IPUAYMAEIITh».

Ha sTom Prac meiicTBUTENbHO 3aiyMaiach, HaXMYPUBIIUCE. «3Haelllb, THl IpaB», — HaKOHEI]
IIpU3Hajlach OHa, CHOBa 3By4Ya OLIEJIOMJIEHHO. «[[eCTBUTE/IbHO He NpuayMaelnb». Ee rinasa
CY3UJIUCh, OHA HaXMypUJIaCh ¥ BHUMATENIbHO IIOCMOTpella Ha MeHs. «[Ipsgdelnbecs y Bcex Ha BUTY ?»

«Te, KTO He 3HAIOT, HE BOCIIPUMYT 3TO BCEPLE3», 5T KUBHYJ, MOl COOCTBeHHas ynbibKa ucuesna. «Ho
OTISITh XK€, Te, KTO 3HAIOT, TOXKe He BOCIpuMyT». {1 B3moxHyn. «Ho Te, KTO He B Kypce, HO
IEeUCTBUTEILHO NOCTATOYHO OTYASIICS, OIPo0yIoT. IX. [Toka 4To 9TO paboTamo».

«IToHATHO,» — Prac HaxMypusach, 3By4a CKOpee 3aiyM4yuBo, 4YeM paccTpoeHo. KaxeTcs, g 3amyran
ee cBouM 0TBeTOM. OHa MOCMOTpesa Ha MeHs 3aayMunBo. «Ho cyns mo ToMy, 4To S BUAeENa, TH He
HOBHUYOK B 0010...»

MHe He CIUIIKOM TIIOHPABUJIICA €€ B3IJIsA[. OH OBIJT KAKHM-TO OILI€HHUBAIOIIIHUM U CJIETKa
3aUHTPUTOBAHHEIM.

910 OBLI B3TJISA YeJI0BEKA, KOTOPBIMA YTO-TO IJIAHHPOBAJ. S BUIEI ero MOCTAaTOYHO Pa3, YTOO! 3HATH,
YTO HUYET0 XOPOIIEro U3 Hero He BEIAIET.

«Puac-cemmaii», — peuIun s mpepBaTh €€, CTapasicCh 3By4aTh APYXKeM00H0, HO, BEPOSITHO, TPO3ByYaB
“BHIHY2KI€HHO BeKJTUBO". — «EC/IH TH He MPOTHUB, S CIPOIIY, YTO TH Aejaellsb ¢ Mcceem?» OHa
MOpPTHYJIa, Ipexk/e 4YeM ITIOCMOTPETh Ha MapHs, PSIOOM C KOTOPBIM BCe ellle CTosiia. «IloToMy 4To, U 5
He X04Yy, 4TOOHI 3TO MPO3By4Yaso BpaxkaeOHO UITH YTO-TO B 9TOM pPOfie, HO I He MOTY IPUAYMaTh
Jy4IIero cruoco6a BHPA3UThCS: €CITH THI IJIaHUPYELh CAeNaTh C HUM YTO-TO IJIOX0€e, 00I0Ch, MHE
npugeTcss BOUTh B POHTAH U TeOS TOXKE».

Puac mopruyina. 3aTeM OHa cfellaza 3TO CHOBa. 3aTeM, UTO, KakK 5 Hafesscs, ObIJI0 XOPOIIMM 3HAKOM,
OHa CHOBA HayaJjla XMXUKaTbh. ITO ObLJI XOPOIINH, BECENILIN 3BYK, a HE 3JI0BEIIHH.

«Ax! [Ipe3men-kyH! Tak ThI cpaxarcs 3a Mcces-KyHa, Tak?» OHa yIbIOHYIach MHE, a 3aTeM,
COBEPIIIEHHO HEOXKHUOAHHO, CAenasa peBepaHc. «bornbioe cnacu6o 3a Bamy f00IECTHBIE YCUTUS OT
MMeHHU Moero KjnaHa». OHa yneI0OHyIach MHE, U ST CHOBa B3[IPOTHYII OT 3TOr0. TaKOro B3TJIsiga OT
IeBYIIKH, KOTOPas BBITJISIAEINa CTOJIb KPaCUBO, OBIIIO HOCTATOYHO, YTOOB! KTO-THO0 MOET0 BHEIIHET O
BO3pacTa MPUIIIOCh HEJIOBKO IIepeBUraThCSl M HE BCTaBaTh B KJlacCe B TeYEHUE HECKOJIbKUX MUHYT.
«41 3aIIOMHIO 3TO».

«Knana?» { 0CTOpOXKHO HafjaBuJl, Cy3UB I'Jla3a. «KTO UMEHHO ThI Takasi, Puac-cemmnan?»

BoT. 3T0T Bompoc. B OTKPHITYI0, HE OCTaB/IASI MeCTa [AJi MaHeBpa. 4 MOT MHOrOe Y3HaTh U3 TOr0, Kak
oHa oTBeTHUT. Eciu O6bI OHa YBEepHYIACh OT OTBETA, S, BEPOSITHO, MOT OBl ITpUIIKCATh ee K deripu. Ecnu
Obl OHa cojiraja, OHa JoJixKHa Obiyla OBITH CMEePTHOM. A ecnu ObI OHA CKa3aja IpaBAy, 4To X...

¢ oYTH YBEPEH, UTO IOHSATUS He UMel0, KakK BeCTH ce0si C KeM-TO, KTO TOBOPUT IIPaBOy. ITO
IIPOUCXOIUIIO HACTOJIBKO PEKO, YTO Y MeHs He OBIJI0 HUKAKOI'o TPaKTU4YeCKOT0 OIbITa.

«4 I'peMmopu Puac, mpsaBONI», — CKa3ana OHa MHe, CIeslaB ellle OOUH PeBepaHCc. Mos KPOBb 3aCThIIa.
Mos xBaTKa Ha II0COXe YCUIIUTIACh, U 1 BHE3AIHO T0XKaesl, 4YTO IOTPATUII BpeMs Ha Pa3roBop C
CYILIeCTBOM IIepefo MHOM. MHe cliefloBajio aTaKOBaTh €€ eIl€ B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfla OHa TOJIbKO
npefcTaa nepeno MHoOU. «4 Gnarogapio Tebs 3a 3alIUTy MOel HOBOY IemKu. Teneps 5 103ab04ych
0 ero 370poBbe. [loOporo nHs, [Ipe3neH-KyH».



«Cro...» 4 Hauan KpHU4aTh, HO He yCIIeJI BOBPEM{, JaXKe KOI'la HEeJINJICA OTOPBATh I'OJIOBY IEMOHY,
KOTOpBIfI TOJIBKO 49TO C HpO6J’IeCKOM CBE€Ta IMOXUTHUJI HEBUHHOT'O IIaPHA.

OpuH, B IIapKe, JepeBo MOEro IMoCoXa CKPHUIIEIIO 1o/, MOeU XBaTKOM.

'appu, Tuxo Hayasa JIa, neTasiCh MEeHS YCIOKOUTS.

‘Jlawl', — OTBETUII 4, UealbHasA KapTUHA CIIOKOUCTBU.

TebGe meHCTBUTENIBHO CTOUT IOTYMATh O TOM, YTOOHI YCIIOKOUTHCS ¥ IOTPATUTh HECKOIBKO MUHYT Ha
pa3MblIeHne, — II0COBETOBaa MHe JIalll, XOTs ee ToJIoC 3By4Yal CMUPEHHO.

«Jla. CnokoiicTBue. CIIOKONCTBHUE - 3TO TO, UTO 51 eCTh. f co3maH U3 crioKoicTBUS. CIOKOMCTBUE -

3TO MaJIeHbKUY yOuiilla pa3yMa, U 5 II03BOJII0 MY ITPOUTH Yepe3 MeHs». S cka3an ell.

[TpocTo He HauuHal CHOBa BOMHY, ['appu.

'Yl auuero He oberaro, JIamr.'

4 OB cTIeTKa TaK PacCTPOEH B 3TOT MOMEHT. f TOJIBKO YTO YIYCTHII IIIaHC IIOMeIIaTh KaKOU-TO
rapnuu yOuTh HEBUHHOT'O MOJIOLOTO TapHs. M 3aTeM, KOHEYHO XK€, JbSBOJI BOCIIOIb30BAJICS 3TUM
daxToM, yToOH 3a6paTh cebe ero 6eiHYI0 HEBUHHYIO AVIILY.

OT Moero 1mocoxa UCXOMHUJI 3alaxX Cephl. PyHb, KOTOPEIE 5T BRIPE3all Ha HEM Ha IPOTSIKEHUU YacoB,
maxke THEM, CBETUIIUCH SIOBUTHIM CBETOM. BO3MOXKHO, 9TO OBIJIO TUIEMEPHO, XOTS 3TO TaKXkKe MOXKHO
Ob1T0 OB CYUTATH MOITUYHBIM, HO AJCKUI OTOHB ITPo6exkKas 110 MOEMY OPYXKHIO.

4 cobupascs MOUTH U YTO-TO CHeNaTh C BHIIEYIIOMSIHYTOU CUTYalUeHn.
Ho, npexne yeM yiTH, 1 OCTAHOBUJICS, YTOOH! I0000paTh Iephsi, OCTaBlIeHHEIE TapIUeH.
B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, I OBIJI BOJIIIEOHUKOM.

* % x

Cnepyrouiuii IeHb MPOXOOKII Ha YIUBIEHHE X0POIIO, eC/IX MIPHUHSITHL BO BHUMAHKEe BCe
00CTOSITEILCTBA.

[Toxa 9TO HU OOHO 3[aHue He cropero. [[eHb elle He 3aKOHYUJIICS, HO, 9¥, T0Ka 4TO HU OfHO. [1o
MOeMy MHEHUI0, 3TO mobena.

It MeHST He OBIJIO CIOPIIPU30M, KOTa 3a o0eqoM Ko MHe mopornia CoHa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHA
HUKOTA He CKphIBajla, YTO CYUTAET, YTO 3aCTABUTh MEHS CJIeOBATh IIPABUJIAaM — 3TO €€ JIUYHBIM
KPECTOBBIM ITOXOM, OT KOTOPOT'0 OHA HE OTKAXKeTCs JaxKke Iepeq JIUIOM Moero 0e3ymepKHOro
OCTPOYMHUS, ¥ TOT (DaKT, YTO S IEMOHCTPATUBHO HOCHUJI CBOH IIJIAlll U HOBOE 0XKEPEJThE, YKPAIIEHHOE
YEPHEIMHU IEPLSIMH, — 9TO He TO, YTO OHA MOTJIa OB TO3BOJIKTh.

Ho To, xak oHa momoIyia KO MHe, OBIJI0O HEOOLIYHEIM.

«Jlpe3nen 'appu-can», — Hadaja OHa, ¥ BMECTO TOT0, YTOOH IPO3By4aTh HEONOOPUTETLHO, S
3aMeTHJI, 4YTO ee I'0JI0C CKOpee OCTOPOXKEH ¥ HEMHOTO CMYIIEH.



«CHUTOpPHU-CaH», — XOJIOTHO OTBETHII 51, TOBOPAYUBAsCh K Hel nmuioM. YépTa C [Ba S OTBEPHYCh OT
nbsiBona, ¥ boxe, 3TOT KanaMOyp ycTapeeT odyeHb ObICTPO. [Ipe3umeHTa IIKOIBHOT0 COBETa, Kak
00BIYHO, COTIPOBOXK A BUIle-TIPE3UNEHT, U OHU 00a, Ka3aloCh, ObUIM YOUBIEHB MOUM OGHUIIMAIBHEIM
obpalleHueM.

Ocob6enHo cmyTtunack Lly6aku. O6bIYHO BpaxkmeOHOEe BhIPaXKeHue JIKila, KOTOpoe OHa UMeJla IIpu
00IIeHWM CO MHOM, KCYE3JI0, ¥ BMECTO HETO IOSBUIACh OCTOPOXKHAS HEYBEPEHHOCTh. [Toxoxke,
OPYTOM ObSBOJI COOOILIMII UM, UTO [ia, MOM ITOCOX — 3TO 0OJIbIle, YeM IIPOCTO MOTHEIM aKceccyap.

«41 OBI XOT€JIa IIOrOBOPUTH C TOOOM HaelWHe», — MeAJIeHHO poponkuna CoHa, 0CO3HAB TOT (akKT,
YTO 5 JeUCTBUTEJILHO MOT'Y OBITh BeKJIMBEIM. BepHee, 1 MOT KCIIONIb30BaTh BEKJIUBLEIEe (Ppa3bl, HO IpU
3TOM MaJjio 4TO Aejiajl, YTOOhl CKPHITh CBOIO SBHYIO BpaXkaeOHOCTE. "Y Tebs eCTh MUHYTKa?"

«Jla», — cKa3aJ g eil, BcTaBas u3-3a cTona. CoHa clerka mopzxajsa ry0sl, TIss Ha MeHs, Korfa 5
HaBUC Hap Hell. f He cTapasics mpuaaBaTh OOJNBIIOr0 3HAUYEHUST CBOEMY POCTY B IIOBCETHEBHOM
JKM3HHU, HO He 6pe3roBasl UCII0Ib30BaTh €r0, KOTa 3aHuMascs paboToit. XoTs, Kak OyITO YTO-TO
BPOJiEe BHICOTHI EUCTBUTEILHO MOTJIO MTOBNUATh HA AbSBOJIA, CO3aHue, CYILIeCTBOBABIIIEE C
He3allaMsTHHIX BpeMeH, IIOTPATUBIIIEe THICSYEIeTHSI Ha COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHME HCKYCCTBA
MaHUIYJISINT 1, BEPOSITHO, 00JIafaBIliee JOCTaTOYHOM CHJION ¥ HaBhIKaMU, YTOOBI COKPYIIUTH MEHS C
TeM XKe YCUINEeM, 4TO TpeOoBasoCch MHe YTOOR MOpPTaTh. «f IyMalo, MPUIIO BpeMs HaM
IIOTOBOPHUTH>.

CoHa nmoMopIIuIack emfe 00JbIle, ¥ Y MeHS CJI0KUIIOCH BIledaTJIeHUe, YTO 3TOT Pa3roOBOP UAET
COBCEM He Tak, KaK OHa OXufana. X0Ts, CKOpee BCEro, OHa X0TeJa, YTOO y MeHs ObII0 UMEHHO
TaKoe BIIeYaTJIeHHe, T03TOMY S He TIOBEPUJT B HET'0 HY HAa MIHOBEHHE.
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