[...OHHu... mepecekaror...]
[Vxe nepeceknu]
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B orpoMHOM ¥ ITyCTOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE KOCMOCA KPYKUKMCh KAMHH ¥ 001aKa KOCMU4Y€eCKOM IIBITH, a
HEKOTOphIe ero YaCTH MepIlaiy I'yO0KUMHU OTTEeHKaMU CUHETO U CepeOdpHucToro.

3BE3[IH CUSIIH APKUM CBETOM, U BCE€ BOKPYT CTOSAIO HEIIOABUZKHO, CJIOBHO 30€Ch HE OBLIIO HUYETO
KHBOTO.

OmHako 3TO omlyuieHue OBIIO0 HAPYILIEHO, KOTa ATUHHOE TPAHCIOPTHOE CPECTBO, MPUHSBIIEE
dbopMy moe3na, HEYKJIOHHO ITPOeXajio Yepes3 3TO IMyCTOe MPOCTPAHCTBO, MBITAasICh HOOPAThCS O
CIeOyIoIIeH TOKAIWH.

— CKOJIBKO BPEMEHU 0CTajIoCh [0 CIIeAyIoIei OCTaHOBKHU?

B opHoit u3 KabKH 1oe3ga MojIogast AeByIIKa C KODOTKMMHU CBETI0-PO30BLIMH BOJIOCAMU U TaKUMU Ke
PO30BEIMU TOTyOOBAaTEIMHU T'Ta3aMHU CIIPOCHTIA y CUSAIIETO PSIOM C Hel YeJ0BeKa, MOMIPaBIIss
HEKOTOpHIe meTanu (oToammapaTa, KOTOPHIA OHA JepxKajla B pyKax.

Hpoumo HECKOJIBKO CEeKYH[I, U OEBYIIKA Ha4dadlla HagyBaTb OOHY YaCTh JIMIl4, KOT'Ad 3aMETHUJIa, 9YTO
YeJIOBEK psaAgoM C Hell He YOOCYZKHIICS OTBETUTH Ha €€ BOIIPOC.

— T cripamuBaelis 00 3TOM yKe TPETHU pa3 3a MOCIeqHUN Yac.
— 4 nmomymaria, 4To 3T0 GyEeT XOPOIIUM CII0COO0M HapyIIUTh MOT4YaHUE....
— Jlaxe ecyy B IIepBHIE [IBa Pa3a 9To He cpaboTano?

IeBylIKa CKpuBHUa I'yOsl ¥ Haflylach, TaK Kak e Heyero ObIJI0 CKa3aTh Ha 3TH CJI0BA, U MIPOIOIKHUIIA
JIUCTATh ambOOM, KOTOPHIY JIexKas Ieper Hew.

CupeBIIni PsIOM C Hel YeI0BeK B3[OXHYJI, TePeBEPHYI CTPAHUIY KHUTH, KOTOPYIO YHUTAl, U CTajl
Pa3MEBIIIISITE O TOM, KaK [0AT0o OyAeT MIUTHCS 9TO MOT4YaHKe [I0 CIeAYIOIIero pa3a, Korma OHO CHOBA
HapPYIIUTCS.

9T0 GBIT MOJIOMOH YEJIOBEK C YePHEIMU BOJIOCAMHY ¥ TONTyOBIMU T'JIa3aMH, ONETHIH B YEPHYIO BOIOIa3Ky
1 6eno-3eeHoe mnaasTo.

— ITo cnoBam XuMeKO, HaM IOTpedyeTcs ellle HECKOIbKO AHEHN, YTOOb J00paThCs OO CliemyIole
OCTAHOBKH.

He OTPEIBAACh OT KHUTH, MY2KYKMHA Ha4aJl OTB€YaTh JEBYIIKE, KOTOPaA BOPYT 3aCUsdlIa: II0X0XKe, OHa
CMO2KET C KEM-TO IIOT'OBOPUTH, a HE CUOETh B TUIIINHE BCE 3TO BPEMI.

— Kak ThHI fymMaels, eCTh JI1 TaM MECTa, Tie MBI CMOTJIX OBl CHefiaTh MOKYIIKU?
— B03MO0HO, TIOCKOJIBKY Y HaC eCThb fejla C HEKOTOPEIMH ITPOJaBIlaMU Ha 3TOM IIJIaHeTe.

— OTO Befb OJIs TOCIOXY ['epTrI?



— BepHo.
— ...ldHTEpecHO, HaCKOJIbKO OBICTPO MBI YHOEeM, KaK TOJIHKO IIOJTy4UM TOBap...

IeBylllka XMbIKHYIa, TTISIOS B OKHO, U 'y Hee TOoSBUJIach cllabas Hafexk/a, YTO OHM CMOTYT OCTaThCS B
3TOM MeCTe Ha HEKOTOPOe BpeMsi, YTOOBI OHa MOTJIa MMOJII000BAThCS Ter3aKaMy 3TOU IMIAHETH.

— BrI, pebsiTa, MoxeTe TOOPOOUTE IT0 OKPECTHOCTSM, II0Ka MBI C BebT ocTaHeM 3alpoIIEeHHYI0
BEIIlb, Be[Ib JII 9TOr'0 He Hy>KHO MHOTO Jifofe. Ec/Ti XOTUTe, MBI MOXKEM OCTAThCS ellle Ha HEKOTOPOe
BpEMSI.

I eByIKa ycrbliana goOpelil roj1oc, o0palleHHbIN K Hel, ¥, 00€pHYBIINCH, YBUIEIa KEHIIUHY C
OJTUHHBIMU STPKO-PHIKUMU BOJIOCAMH ¥ 30JI0THIMHU T'JIa3aMH, HEKHO CMOTPSIYIO Ha Hee.

— Xumeko!

— IIpocTuTe, 4TO BMeIlIanach B TBOU pa3roBop ¢ [lanb X3HOM.

— He BonHyliTECH, MBI TOJIBKO Hadajld, TaK 4YTO MOXKeTe MPUCOEOUHUTHLCI K HaMm!
— B TakoM cny4dae U3BMHUTE, YTO g K BaM IIPHCOEIUHUIIACE.

XuMeKo yneI0HYIach ¥ IPUHECTIa HEeOOIBINYI0 TEIEXKKY C HECKOIBKUMHU YalllKaMu U O0IbIINM
KO(GENHUKOM, U3 KOTOPOT'0 UCXOIUII CUTIBHEIM apoMaTt Kode.

— Mapr, xouelb HEMHOT0?
— 4... 4 B HOpMe, Xa-xa.

MapT HEJIOBKO II0TePJIa 3aThIJIOK, BE2XKJIMNBO OTKA3dBHIIUCE OT IIPEOJIOZKEHU A XuMeKo. XUMeKO He
IIpuaaaa 3Ha4YeHUusA O0TKAa3y MaprI H, HalieBasd cebe 10O HOC, IIPUTOTOBHUJIA YALIKY KO(l)e.

[Toka XuMeKo rotoBuna Kope, MapT Havasla BECTH Pa3rOBOP MeXKAy HUMH, TPUIEM XUMEKO
IIPUHUMAJIa B HEM aKTHBHOE y4dacTue, a [laHb X9Hb m06aBIIsAT HECKOIBKO CIIOB CaM.

— O pa! TaMm Oblna efa... XMM?

Korga Mapt cobrpanack paccKa3aTh YTO-TO JBYM JPYTUM, B YTOJIKE €€ TJia3 IOSBUJICS SPKUM
npo6JiecK, 3aCTaBUBILUY €€ MOBEPHYTh I'0OJIOBY U TIOCMOTPETH Ha OKHO.

— Tebe uT0-TO GPOCHIIOCE B I'JIa3a? — PaCTEPSIHHO CIIPOCHIIa XUMEKO, YBUMIEB, KAK MapT BHE3AMHO
OCTAHOBUJIACh Ha CEPENUHE CBOETO NIPEMJIOKEHUS.

— MHe MOKa3aJioch, YTO 5T BUMEJa YTO-TO SIPKOe CHapyXu... — MapT IPHIIypPHIIa ria3a, 0CMaTpPUBast
IIPOCTPAHCTBO 3a OKHOM, U HaKOHEIl yBUIela OMHOPOMHEIM KYCOK JIb[a, MEAJIEHHO JIETSIIUH CKBO3b
IIPOCTPAHCTBO CHAPYXKH.

— Ax, 910 koMmeTa! OHa BRITJISIOUT TaK KpaCHuBO~.

YBumes, 4To 3a OO0JIBIIAM KYCKOM Jiblda TAHETCA H.U'IefI(b HUCKPHUCTOTIO, ITOX0KEro Ha 6pI/IHJ'II/IaHT
TyMaHa, MapT B BOJIHEHHU CXBaTHJIa CI)OTO&HHapaT - KOMETa BREITJIAO€E/Ia CIIMITIKOM XO0POIIIO, YTOOBI HE
coeaTb CHUMOK.

— V¥V 1e6s1 04eHb OCTpPHIE T'TIa3a. — CKa3aya XUMeKO, JIo0ysICch KOMETOM, KOTopas Me[IJIeHHO IIJIbIIA B



IIPOCTPAHCTBE 3a OKHOM.

MapT ocMoTpesia CHUMKH, CllellaHHbIe KaMepOK, ¥ YIOBIETBOPEHHO YILIOHYIACh, YBUAEB, YTO V¥ HEE
II0JIyYUJIOCh HECKOJIBKO CHUMKOB XOPOIIEro Ka4yecTsa.

OmHako KOrfla OHA Haydajla YBeTMYMUBaTh U300paxkeHue, YTOOK paCCMOTPETD €TI0 OeTalH, TO
3aMeTHsIa, YTO B LIEHTPE OCHOBAHUS €CTh YTO-TO HEECTECTBEHHO YEPHOE.

— He Bo3paxaeTe, ecnu s BO3bMY Balll OMHOKIIB?
— XMm? KoHeuHO, He CTeCHSHCS.

XuMeKo oThasna OMHOKIIb, KOTOPBIY JIeXKall PSAfIoM ¢ Hel, 1 HaOmofana, Kak MapT UCIIOIb3YeT ero,
yTOOBI PACCMOTPETH KOMeTy mobyuzxke. [JaHb X9H TOXKe 0TOPBAJI B3I OT CBOEM KHUTH, 3aMETHB,
yT0 MapT BOPYT CcTaia BeCTH ce0st CTpPaHHO.

— B xomeTe KTO-TO ecTh!?
— KTto0-T10...7
— B komere...?

Hanb X3H 1 XuMeKo ObUIM TOTPSICEHBI, YCIIbIIIAB €€ KPUK, U TIOCMOTPENTH, KaK OHa YKa3blBaeT Ha
IIPOJIETAIOIIYI0 MUMO KOMETY.

— ITo3BO/IL MHE IIOCMOTPETE.

B3s1B GUHOKJIb, KOTOPBIY €if Bpyuusia MapT, XMMeKO BAPYT CTajla CEPhe3HOM: KaK OHA U FOBOPUIIA,
BHYTPY KOMETHI HaXOOWJICS YEJIOBEK.

OHa mocmoTpesia Ha MapT, Y KOTOPOi#t Ha iulle OBIJI0 HAallMCaHO XKejlaHKue CHeIaTh YTO-HUOYOb AT
YyeJI0BeKa, HaXOOsIIerocs BO JIbAy, ¥, HEMHOTO IIOAyMaB, KUBHYJIA T'0OJIOBOK, 3aMETHUB, YTO KTO-TO UIET
B UX CTOPOHY.

— Benbt, THL He MoOT OBl HaM TOMOYb? KaxkeTCs, MBI CTOJIKHYJIACH C Y€M-TO UHTEPECHEIM.
— Mucrtep AHr!

BrICOKME My>XYKHa C ONMHAKOBEIMU KapUMHU I'Jla3aMU U KalITaHOBHIMU BOJIOCAMHU C OesIo¥ I0JI0CoM
IIOCMOTPEJ Ha TPOUX, KOTOPhIe celiuac CMOTPENU B OKHO BaroHa-CajlloHa, ¥ YBULEJ, YTO OHYU IIOAajy B
3HAKOMYIO CUTYyaIHIo.

— CKaxuTe MalUIHHUCTY, YTOOK OH OCTAaHOBUJI 9KCIIPECC, a 5 MOMPoOyI0 3aTallluTh KOMETY B OIHY U3
OTKPHITHIX KOMHAT.

BenbT mOHST TPOCTh, KOTOPYIO AepzKajl B PyKax, U BCIIBIIIIKA YEPHOBATO-KPACHOM SHEPTHUU OKyTalla
€ro PYKH, KOT{Ia OH IIOIBITAJICS MOATAIIUTE TTILIOY JTbAa K II0e3ay.

— 4l... 4 ceityac BepHYCBH!
— 4 0cB060XKY MECTO y Kpasi OHOM U3 TeJleXKeK, 4TOOBl BaM OBIIO JIerde.

— Cnacubo.



MapT BHE3allHO BCTaJla U 6I:>ICTp0 TOIIJIa KCKATh MAIIMHUCTA, a JaHb X9H IOCIEIINI OCBOGOJII/ITB
OOHY M3 KOMHAT, I'ie OHU MOT'JIX OBI Pa3MeCTHUTE IIPEOMET, KOTOpBIfI Talui BenbT.

— OmrymeHue nexaslo, He TakK Jiu?
— OrmnpeneneHHo aa.

cornacusncsa BenbT co cnoBaMu XUMEKO, MEQJIEHHO HaIIPaBIIdsa CBOIO MAJIKY, YTOOBI IMOTAHYTH FHbI6y
JIbZia B CTOPOHY KOMHATEI, KOTOPYIO IT'OTOBUII IIaup X3H.
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— Ecnu mpucMoTpeThCs, TO BO by AEeMCTBUTENBHO OB YeI0BEK... — TUX0 IIPOTOBOPUIIa XUMEKO,
TSNS Ha YeJloBeKa, 3aXKaToro B IJIb0e Ibaa.

Jlen, B KOTOPOM HaXOOUJICS YeJIOBEK, OBbILT ITOIYIPO3PaYHEIM, C TTIagKUMU KpasMu, CJIOBHO
IEMOHCTPUPYS CBOU CUSIOLINE OTTEHKH, TOX0XKKEe Ha OPUIIIMAaHTOBEIE JPArolleHHbIe KaMHH.

Y Haxo#uBIIETroCs BHYTPU HesloBeKa ObUIM TEMHO-()HO0IETOBEIE BOJIOCH M IOBOJIBHO KPaCHBOE T10
OOBIYHBIM MepKaM JIK10. TeociokeHne, CKPEITOE IO OleK A0, OBIJIO TOBOJIBHO XY OILIaBhIM, HO B
HEKOTOPBIX MeCTaX IMPOCTYTaly CIedbl MBIIIILI.

— IToxoxke, 9TO y HETo OBPeXkeHo mnyeyo. [Tloxoxke Ha Iy/ieBOe paHEeHUe.

BenbT ocMOTpeI Iyie4o MyKYHUHBI U OTMETHJI, YTO TKaHb B 9TOM 06J1acTu Oblyia IIpoOuTa C
y3HaBa€MbIM [JI51 HETO PAaHEHUEM.

— Kak HaM ero BHITAQILIUTDL?

MapTt mocmoTpena Ha BenmbTa ¢ HEMHOTO 00€CTIOKOEHHEIM BEIPAXKEHHMEM JIUIIA W, OCMOTPEB MIPEOMET
HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs, Hayasa MpubIuKaThCs K HEMY, TaK KaK X0TeJla paCCMOTPETh ero ¢ 6oee
O/TM3KOT0 PACCTOSTHUS.

'OH He cpa3y pacTasii [10 CpaBHEHHUIO C TeM, 4YTO cHenajiia MapT, Korfa Mbl HAIIX €e...'

Mzicu BenbTa MOHECTHCh BCKAvhb, TI0OKa OH IIPOJIO/IXKal PacCCMaTPUBATh Jiefl, B KOTOPHIN ObIN
3aKJII0YEeH I0HOIIIA TIepey] HUM.

OpHako 1o Mepe mpuOnukeHus: BenbTra TeMrepaTtypa B KOMHaTe CTajla CTPEMUTEIIbHO IafiaTh, U
KOJTIOUKe OCKOJIKH JIbfIa, IIPUHSBINNE (GOPMY TyMaHa, Hayasiy 3aIlOJIHITh TPOCTPAHCTBO KOMHATHI.

BenbT yBUfEN, UTO B 30HE Sfipa, TOe HaXOQUJICS YeJIOBEK, TyMaH Obl ellle 60yiee 0OUTbHEIM, U
3aMeTHJI, YTO C KaXKIBIM IIIaTOM OH CTAHOBMJICS BCE XOJIOMHee U OCTpee.

— OTO IOX0Ke Ha 3aIUTHHINA MEeXaHU3M...
— HHTEpecHo.

Hanb X3H BEIIOXHYJ TYMaHHBIM BO3[yX, U3Jlaras CBou HabmiofeHus, a XUMeKO, CTOSBIIAS PSOOM C
HUM, [IPOJI0JIXKaJla IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPETH Ha Je[l.

— 3aUIUTHBIN MEeXaHU3M...

BenbT, KOTOPHIN ITpUbOIKUXKAIICS KO JIbAY, YCIbian Habmonenus [JaHb XeHa ¥ Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I



OCTAHOBMJI CBOM IIIar.

— JT0T nen pa3yMeH? 2Kesasi IpOBEPUTH CBOIO TEOPHIO, OH Hayasl 0clnabisiTh OMUTENbHOCTD, KakK OBl
ITOKa3bIBasl, UTO HE IPEeICTaBMsET YIPo3kl. IIPOoIIno HECKOIBKO CEKYHI, U TYMaH Ha4yall IOHEMHOTY
YMEHbBIIAThCS B UHTEHCHBHOCTH.

Bups npoucxopnsiume u3MeHenus, BenbT 3amMep Ha MeCTe U IMTOBTOPSIT 3TU AEUCTBUS [0 TeX MO, MoKa
He 0Ka3aJICsl Ha PACCTOSTHUM BHITSIHYTOU PYKHU.

OH MOJIOKUJ PYKY HA IOBEPXHOCTD ¥ OLIYTHT ee IJIafKyI0 IOBEPXHOCTE. TeMnepaTypa ibaa Oruta
XOJIOIHOM, HO OH He IPEICTaBIIsI YTPO3H, KaK 3TO OBIIO HECKOIBKO MIHOBEHHM Ha3afl.

'OHO Takke OBICTPO TOTJIOMIAET TEII0 MOUX PYK'

BenbT Takke OTMETHII, YTO YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK TEIJIO OBICTPO IMTOKKUOAET €r0 TeJIO B Te MOMEHTHI, KOTHa
OH KJIaJl PyKY Ha Jief.

— PeﬁHTa, BEI MO2XKeTe JOCTaTh KaKI/Ie-HI/IGy'JIB IIpeaMeThl, KOTOPEIE MOTYT CTAaTh CUJIBHBIM
HCTOYHHUKOM Tellsia? MHe KaXKeTCs, YTO €CJIM MBI JaduM 9TOMY JIbAY UJIX KPUCTAJJIy MHOT'O TeIljld, OH
B KOHII€ KOHIIOB TPECHET.

— {4 3aiimyce aTUM!
— 4 ToXKe MOMOTY el HaTH YTO-HUOYIb.

Mapra 7, koTopas Obljila TOTOBA TOMOYE C €TI0 MPOCbOO0H, GBICTPO BHIIIA U3 KOMHATH, a [laHb X9H
TII0CTIeI0BaJI IIPSIMO 3a Hew.

XUMeKO TOXKe Hauasla BEIXOOUTh M3 KOMHATEHI, CKa3aB, YTO TOXKEe HaIZJIeT WHCTPYMEHTHI.

[Tpomiyo HeCKONbKO MUHYT, ¥ OHU BEPHYJIUCH C PA3TIMYHEIMU IPUCIIOCOOIEHUIME B pyKaX, TaKUMU
KaK IMasiTbHUE U ITPOMIaHOBbIE TOPENIKY, a XMMEKO Hecsa O0bIIof YeMOofiaH, B KOTOPOM, TIOX0XKE,
HAXOMUJICS KPYIIHbIA UHCTPYMEHT.

— ...YTto B uemopgase...?
— O, 3T0? ITO IPOTOTHUI J1a3epa, KOTOPHIY S yTUIN3UPOBaia HECKOIbKO JHEH Ha3af,.

BenbT U IBOe APYTHX MOYYBCTBOBAJIH, KaK II0 UX CIIMHAM IIOTEK XOJIOHEBIN IOT, KOTa U3 YeMofaHa
XUMEKO TIOSIBUJICS OTPOMHBIN ITPHOOp.

C WHCTPYMEHTAMHU B PDYKAX OHU Ha4YaJIl HarpeBaThb l"J'IbIGy' JIblia 1 4epe3 HEeCKOJIbKO MUHYT He
YBUOEIIN HUKAKUX HN3MEHEHUM B ero CTPYKTYDe€.

— BrI yBepeHH, 4uTo 3T0 cpaboraeTt, Muctep AHr?

— B03MO0XKHO, HO 5T OyMar, YTO 9TO 3aliMET HEKOTOPOEe BPEMsi, IIOCKOJIbKY 9TOT JIe[ UTH KPUCTAI,
KaK s1 MOTY CKa3aTh, SIBIISIETCS HOBOJIbHO MOIIHLIM TEIIJIOBEIM ITPOBOJHUKOM, CYHS IT0 MOUM
HaOJIIOMEeHUIM.

BenbT 0TBETHI Ha COMHUTENLHBIN TOH MapTa, HO TIOCJIe TOT'O KakK JIe[] HarpeBaJICA €Ille ITapy MUHYVT,
B HEM Ha4aJIk ITPOUCXOOUTH U3MEHEHU.

Jlem Ha4an TPSICTUCH, 3aCTAaBUB TPOUX OTOUTH MOJAIbIIIE.



[Tocre TOro KakK TOJTYKYU CTAJIM 3aMEeIJIAThCS, JIef] Pa3jieTeNICs Ha aJIMa3Hble OCKOJIKH, OCTABUB II0CTIE
cebs yenoBeKa, 3aKJII0YEHHOT'0 BHYTPH.

— EcTp 1 mynsc?

— EcTs.

— 970 papyer.

BenbT KUBHYT, yOupas maiblibl OT TOUKHU IIyIhCa YeIoBeKa.

Bce ero BHuMaHUe OBIIO IIPUKOBAHO K JIeXKallleMy Ha I10JIy MyXK4YKHe, KOrJa OH 3aMEeTHJI, YTO B HEM
IOABUIINCE KaKKWe-TO IBUKEHNA.

MY}K‘{I/IHa MeOJIeHHO OTKPHEIJI TEMHO-3€JICHEBIE I'la3ad, U €TI0 Pa3MBITO€ 3PEeHNEe Ha4aJlo IIPOACHATECA.

"JT0 3a... 5T CIIOTKHYJICS... UK 51 BUXKY BenbTa npsimMo mepen co0oi...?"!
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