Marnyc, cxkaB KyJlaK{, 0CTOPOXKHO MPUOIUKAICSI K KOTTeIXKY. Cepaile KOJOTUIIOCh B TPYAU, MBIIIIIHI
HAIPSTIUCD, TOTOBEIE K 0ercTBy. IMEHHO 3TOT JOMHUK, CJIOBHO 3JI0BELIUH MTPHU3PAK, IIPHUBEIT €0 B 3Ty
myTraIyo nepenpsary. He pazobpaBiirch, prucKoBaTh OBIIIO Helb3sl. MoxKeT ObITh, BHYTPU TauIach
pasrajika ero ncue3HoBeHus. "M, MoXxeT, ellle 4To-HUOYIb ChECTHOE HaugeTcs", - mpobypyar OH,
YYBCTBYS ypuaHue B xKuB0oTe.KoTTenx Ovln momypa3pylieH. JleBasi 4acThb, XOTh U NOTPeNaHHas, BCe
ellle CTOSJIa, @ BOT ITpaBasi, I'le KOTfa-TO paclojarajack KoTeJbHas, IPefiCTaBlsia COO0M UL
rpyny oOropeBIInX KaMHel U Top4aiux 6peBeH. Maruyc nomoOpars OBa YBECUCTHIX KaMHS, UX
TBEPHOCTh BHYIIIA/Ia eMy XOTh KaKyl0-TO YBePEHHOCTh. HO OH IIpeKpacHO IMOHUMaJ, YTO IPOTUB
TEMHOM Be[IbMBI, C KOTOPOM CTOJIKHYJICS, 3TU KaMHU ObIi He 6ojee 4eM IecYnHKaMu. MejieHHo, C
OTIaCKOM, OH [ABUHYJICS K OCTaTKaM KOTeJIbHOU. Bo3qyx OBIJT MPONUTAH 3allaxoM rapd, 0T 00TOpPEeBLINX
OpeBeH NMOAHMMAJICS JIeTKUM OBIMOK. Y BOPYT, Cpenu 3ToM XKYTKOM KapTUHEL, OH 3aMeTun ee. Teyo
Be[IbMEI, BRITTHYTOE U 0€3:KM3HEHHOe, IPUCIIOHEHHOE K CTeHe. — 3HAaYMT, 3TO oHa? [Icuxuyeckas
cTapyxa, YTO TBOPHJIa CBOU TEMHEIE fiejla C JeTbMHU, — MPOIIeNTaa Marsyc, efBa caepkKuBas
TOIIHOTY. Tesio ObIJI0 NCKaXKEHO, ITPAKTUYECKH He TI0X0XKe Ha YenoBedeckoe. 2Kenymok ¢ TpyaoM
YCIIOKOUJICS, CJIOBHO IBEITasCh IIEPEBAPUTH 3TY UYLOBUILHYIO KapTUHY. "[IpoCTO 3710[1€H, KaK B
BUIEOUTpax", — ycIoKauBas OH ce0s, BCIIOMUHAs, KaK Urpas ¢ pebsgTtamu U3 cTapimx KinaccoB. OH
IIBITAJICSI UCIIOJIb30BATh CBOM BUPTYaJIbHBIM OMBIT, YTOOH XOTh KaK-TO YHATh CTpax. B3op Maruyca
yIaa Ha KOTeJl, HIOYePHEeBIINY OT OTHS. BHYTpU BUAHECS NUIIbL YePHBIM ocafok. Hemoganeky Ha
cTeHe OB BHIBEIEHBI CTPAHHBIE 3HAKM, HO OH HE MOT MX pacImudpoBaTs. [IBeps, BeOylnas B
HETPOHYTYIO YacTh KOTTEOKa, XOTh ¥ 00ropeBIlIas, 0CTasach Ha MecTe. YOEOUBIIKNCh, YTO CHAPYXKU
HET OMaCHOCTH, OH PEILINTEIbHO TOJNKHYI ee.BHYTpH napuna yioTHas atMocdepa. ['octuHas ¢
KaMHAHOM, HaJl KOTOPEIM BHCeJI KOTEJIOK, U ellle OOHa OBepb, Befymlas B KabuHeT. "Kpenkuil JOMUK,
pas BeICTOSINT", — mpobopMoTan Maruyc, ocMaTpuBasich. Ha mmonke, cpeiu Ipyrux MpoayKTOB,
7exanu cop u xy1e6. ['oon cHOBa HAIIOMHMUIT 0 ce0e, ¥ OH PeIlusT YTOJIUTh ero. Bpsmd nu BegbMa
OCTaBHUJIa OTPABIIEHHYIO efy, BepHO? ChIP OBIIT He IIEePBOM CBEXKEeCTH, XJ1eb ToXkKe, HO Ha JaHHBIN
MOMEHT 3TO OBIIO eQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOTJIO YTOJIUTD I'oJiofl. B KoTenke Hag KaMUHOM Oblsla BOfIa,
XOTSI OTOHb [JaBHO Iorac. Maruyc pemus ocMoTpeTh KabuHeT. OH OBIJT MEeHbILIe TOCTUHOM, OCBeIacs
CBeyaMy, IPUKPEIJIEHHBIMU K CTeHaM. B HeM CTosi/la KpoBaTh, IOKPHITas IIKypaMy, ¥ KHUXKHas
II0JIKa, @ Y CTEHHI - CTOJI CO CTYJIOM. Marsyc paBHOOYIIHO OCMaTpPXBall KOMHATY, HO BAPYT €ro riasa
3aropenuck. Y KpoBaTH, B Oecropsimke, exasna ero omexna. Pamysich BO3MOXKHOCTH CHOBa OBIThH
OJIeTHIM, OH OBICTPO Hagen pyOaIky, 6pioku 1 60TUHKY, He obpalllasi BAMMaHUS Ha 3allax IoTa.
3HakKoMas GakTypa U TeIJIo TKaHU IIOfapUiid eMy ollylleHne KoMpopTa u MykecTBa. OH IIOAOIIET K
KHUKHOH IIOJIKe, HaflesCh, YTO KHUTHU IIOMOTYT €My BCIIOMHUTH, KaK OH OKa3aJiCs 37ech. TaMm OBII0
YyeThIpe KHUTH, B€ Ha aHTIMMCKOM SI3bIKE U OfHA Ha HeM3BeCTHOM. [locrenHsist Oblyia 3al0THEHA
IUKTOTPAaMMaMM ¥ U300pakeHussMu. Maruyc Bcerga o011 u3ydaTh SI3BIKH, HO B IITIKOJIE U3y4dall
rpedeckui u ¢ppaHIly3ckuil. [[Be aHTIUMCKUEe KHUTYU Ha3kBanuch "Cka3ku bunna bappma" u "Jlerenms
o Jlerengapubix". IlepByto OH y3Hal - MaMa 4YdTajla eMy ee B fieTCTBe. "['Ie Ke MaMa U namna?
Hapetoch, oHU B 6€3011aCHOCTH ¥ CKOPO MEHS HauayT", — ¢ HafleXkX o nogyMas oH. Kuuru 6siu
MHTEPECHBIMH, HO celi9ac eMy HyKHO ObIJI0 pa30o0paThcs B cuTyauuu. Ha monike oH 3aMeTun
nepeBs3b. "MoxkeT NIPUTONUTHCS", — PEIINII OH, TaK KaK pPI0K3aKa HUTZe He Obls10. BHyTpU nepeBsisb
OKa3ajach 00JIbIe, YeM Ka3ajlach CHapyXku. Y MaMbl OblsIa TaKasi CyMKa, TOJIbKO TOpa3[o Kpacubee",
— BCIIOMHUJI Marnyc. BHyTpu ieXkasa ellle OfHa KHUTa, KoXkKaHas, Teljiasd Ha oilyIb. C BOJIHEHUEM
OH JIOCTaJl KHUTY TeJIeCHOTO IIBeTa. "V3hl IJIOTK", — MPOYUTall OH Ha3BaHUe. Ero BoCTOPT ORICTPO
yrac, KOorfia OH IIOHSJI, 4YTO 9TO He MarnyeCcKuy rpuMyap, a KHUATra 0 yXO4y 3a Koxei. "B urpax sce
BHITJISITUT TaK 3aXBaThIBAIOIIE, a 30eCh — MePTBasl BebMa U HUKaKOM MoOBYM", — IT0KAI0BAJICS OH
cebe. "Mama ObIa ITpaBa, CIUIIKOM MHOTO BPEMEHHU ITPOBOAUI 3a urpamMu'".OH BHIIIENT U3 JOMa,
OCMaTpPHBAsICh B TIOUCKAX OMACHOCTH U efbl. Chipa U x1e0a XBaTuiao OBl TOJIBKO Ha ABa MTpHeMa MUY,
"B muKoii Ipupofe T1aBHOe — y0exXKuIlle, BoJa U efla", — BCIIOMHHUJI OH CJIOBa OTIA. YOeXuIle U BOAY
OH yKe HalleJs. "3aueM PUCKOBaTh U Iepee3xkaTh? MoXKeT, pOAUTENN MeHs ObICTpee HaugyT, eciu 5
OCTaHYCh 3[lech", — paccyxkpas oH. "HykHo HaliTu 0O0JIbIlle efbl, T0Ka eCTh CUJIbI", — BCIIOMHUJI OH
COBETHI U3 Nepefay 0 BexKMBaHWU.OH HATIOJIHUI CYMKY KPAaCHEIMU U (PMOJIETOBLIMU STOJaMH,



KOTOPBIE POCTIX ¥ py4bsi. K TOMy BpeMeHH, KaK OH 3aKOHUYWJI, YCTaJI0CTh BEPHYJIaCh C HOBOU CHUJIOH.
"Bro Ol erye, eciiu OBl y MeHs OblyTa mamoyka. Mmu eciu OB 5T yMeT ITOIb30BaThCS Maruen", —
mogyMaJl OH. PoguTesnu Bcerya OTKIagblBau ero 00y4eHre Maruu, OrpaHUYHBasCh 3JIeMEeHTapHON
Teopuei. "Y Tebs GymeT BpeMs, IOporoi", — roBopuin oHu. "M XKU3HL Cpeau MarrjoB He IOIjia MHe
Ha 1nonb3y. U3-3a CtaTyTa CEKPETHOCTY MBI MOTJIM MCIIOIb30BaTh Maruio TOJIbKO B KpanHUX
cnydasax".OH BepHYJICS B KOTTEXK U II0eJI CHIP C X71e00M, OCTaBUB SATOAB Ha MTOTOM. 10 KaKOW-TO
IIpUYMHE OHU IIPOAOJIKAIX CBETUTHCSI. BOKPYT KOTTe[XKa, CJIOBHO AparolieHHble KaMHY, MepLaay He
TOJIBKO SITOMIbI, HO ¥ TPABHI, ¥ laXkKe COPHIKY. HeoOkIYHEIE, TepeINBaAOLUINeCs OTTEHKAMU, OHU
3aBOpOXKUIM ero. "Heyxkenu 970 Marug?" - mpollenTasi OH, O4apoBaHHBINM. HO Kak TOJIBKO B3TJIA,
OTBJIEKCSI, BoIeOHOEe CUSTHUE TI0Tacio0. YCTaBUINM, OH 3aKPhUI IBePh B KaOUHET U IMOTPY3UIICS B
ry6okui coH. [IpOCHYICS yKe oA Bedep, KOTHa COJHIle, KaK OTPOMHBIY OTHEHHBIH 11ap, MeAJIeHHO
IIOrPy2KajioCh 3a TOPKU30HT. Ha mosisiHe, Te OH OCTaHOBUIICH, llapujia IPUBbIYHASA TUIIMHA.
"HaBepHOe, 9TO Yaphl, YTOOBI OTIIYTHYTh 3Bepel," - mogymar oH.XoJon mpobupai g0 Kocte#. Ox
pelms pa3BeCcTy OTOHb B KaMUHeE, HO IONBITKYA OKa3alaucCh TIIETHBIMU. ONBITHBINM OXOTHUK, OH C
JIETKOCTBIO CIIPABJISIJICS C IOMOOHBIMY 3ajlayaMy, HO celyac Bce IIJIo HamepeKocsk. "Hamo 65110
OobIlle TPEHUPOBATHCS C OTIIOM," - C OCaMoM IogyMaJl OH, BCIIOMUHAsA YPOKHY OTIa. B oTyasiHuM, OH
OTBEPT MPUBLIYHEIE METOIBI ¥ PEIIUI ITOIPOO0BAThL TO, YTO BCeraa OO Mo 3alIpPeToM -
MCIIOJIb30BaTh Maruio 0e3 Mmajo4yku. B maMsTH BCIIIBIIA KapTHHA, KakK OH yOuI 3Melo. "Marus - aTo
BOJISI, HAMEPEeHKe U BooOpaxkeHue," - MPOHECIIOCH B TonoBe. OH MpeCcTaBUI, KaK IJlaMs B3PEIBAETCS
B KaMUHe, HO TepBLIe MOMBITKY OBl Oe3yCIenIHEIMU. BApyT, U3 KaMuHa BHIPBAJICS OTHEHHBIA BUXDb,
eqBa He 0TOpocUB ero K cteHe. "YepT!" - BrIpBanoch y Hero. OTOHb MTHOBEHHO MCY€3, OCTABUB JIUIIIb
cnabrle cliefibl 0KOT'0B Ha IOJTy. "3a0bl, UTO 3TO IePeBIHHBIM KOTTeOK! Mor Okl CTOPETh K YEPTOBOM
MaTepu! Mama c marno¥ ObINTM ITPaBHL, Haflo OBITH OCTOPOXKHEE," - C TpeBoro# nomyman Maruyc.Ho on
He cmaBajics. CeB rmepen KaMHUHOM, OH CTaJl aHAIM3UPOBaTh CBOM ommbKku. OH Bcerma OblT YMHBIM
MaJIbYUKOM, 10 KpalHEe’ Mepe, B MarjloBCKOU IIKOJIe, KOTOPYIO nocelas. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO MUHYT
HaIpsAXKEeHHOI'0 Pa3MBIIUIEHUS OH IOHAJ, B 4eM fej10. OH CHOBa COCPENOTOYUIICS Ha OPOBaX,
BCMaTPHUBAsICh B HUX C 3aMHpaHueM cepalia. M BoT, B KaMUHe 3aTpellano MajieHbKoe I1jiaMs, PoOKo
Pa3roHSS ThMY.
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