— CecTtpuuka TaH, s He MOTY OTPAaHUYUTh CBOE yyacTue B JIuTepaTypHOM Kiiy6e. ITO BaxKHOE [
MeHs MecCTo. BoT mouemy, maxe eclid 3TO CTAHOBUTCS OIMACHBIM, 51 He MOTY IO3BOJIUTE cefe
paccraThcs ¢ HUM. — Korpia s 0TBETCTBEHHO I'OBOPIO 9TO, CECTPUYKa T9H OPOKUT OT THEBA.

— [I-nouemy?! { xxe cka3asa, 4YTO 3TO ONACHO, He Tak JIu???

— CeCTpI/I‘-IKa Tamn, BCE B ImopsigKe. qa YZXKe He TOT, 4TO B IIPOIIJIOM. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 5 3HAI0, Kak
IIPABUJIBHO 3AllITUTUTDH ce0s.

«41 Bupen pa3ubix Cteps. [109TOMYy 51 yBEpPEH, UTO CMOTY CIPABUTHCS C ITUM faxke 0e3 IOMOIIU
CecTpuyku TaH».

Ho oHa, moxoxe, He IOHMMAET 3TOT0, U HAYNHAET KpPHU4aTh, Kak peGeHOK

— Her-HeT-HeT! Kocke 6e3 MeHsT HM Ha 4TO He rofueH! Thl obelan, 4To Oymels MOUM, He Tak Ju? BoT
noyeMmy s Bcerga Oynmy 3aluiiaTh Te6s U... B-BHIAAY 3a TeOsS 3aMyx!

Korpga oHa YIIOMHUHAET TO Hallle JETCKOe obellanue, s y'J'IBI6aIOCB.

«Cectpuuka Tau BegéT ce0s Tak ke, Kak u pansine. Ho, pasymeeTcs, To, 9TO OHa CKa3ala,
Hecepbe3HO. CecTpuuka ToH ¢ OeTCTBa He JTIOOUT HUYEM U HU C KEM [eNUThCS. [103TOMY, BUIS MEHS
BMecTe ¢ CHHOHOMS U Ai3aBOii, 1 MOTY C YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3aTh, UTO 3TO BRITJISAENIO OJIS HEE TaK,
CJIOBHO €€ UTDYIIKY B35JIX B PyKU [PyIrHe [eTH, ¥ OHa CTajla HeTepPIIeIuBOL».

— Kpowme atoro, cectpuuka ToH, CKaxku MHe BOT 4T0. Ecniu TEI MeHSI cpa3y y3Halla, I0Y4eMy TH [0
CHUX TIOp MoJjT4asia 00 3ToM?

— T-to ecTb... KoCKe, THI Befib 3TOTO HE IIOMHMUIIL, HE TaK JIN?

Y MeHs IIOSIBUIIOCH OIIYIIeHUe, YTO €€ BOJIOCH B (hopMe KOIIaubMX yIIeK TUXO OIIYCTUINUCH BHU3.
Ceiiyac MeHs1 6€CIIOKOUT €€ BOIIPOC, HO 5 He MOTY IIOHSITh, I0YEMY OHa 3TO crpocuia. CecTpuyka
T9H HaYMHAEeT rOBOPUTH ITeYaJIbHEIM T'OJI0COM.

— B mpomioM TH ¢ ceMbEN XOOUI Ha WIKONIBHBEIYA (PeCTUBab, YCTPauBaeMbIld COCEIHEH CTapIlein
IIKOJION, He Tak u? Torma THl CMOTPEN BRICTYIIIEHHE UX Ki1yba Yupnumepos u ckasan: «CecTpuyka
TaH, s yBepeH, B OyAyIeM ThI CTaHelllb TaKOM Ke BEICOKOM, CTPOMHOM U KPACUBOM, KaK 3T OOJIbIINe
cectpuuku. M Torga s1 006513aTebHO XKEHIOCh Ha Tebe!»

«3, g Tak cKasan? YecTHO TOBOPS, g IIJI0X0 IIOMHIO CBOE IIPOIIIOe, HO cerofHs yTpoM IllapTa Toxe
YIIOMSHYJIa O ITKOJIbHOM (pecTHBae, U 1 YBepeH, YTO OHa CKa3aJja IpaBAy. Torga cjioBa CECTPUYKU
TsH...»

— 3, HO pa3Be 3TO KaK-TO CBS3aHO C TeM (HaKTOM, UTO [0 CHX IIOP T u3beraaa MeHs?

— Pasymeercs, cBg3ano! IToTomy 4TO £... 51... — TaKkaTopa-caH BCE XkKe OTJISIOLIBAETCS Ha3al Ha MeHS,
U B TOT MOMEHT €€ OfieK[la 3aCBepKajla Ha MTHOBEHUE B JIydaX 3aXO0AsAIIero COJIHIIa, M OHO TaKke
OCBETHIIO €€ JIHIIO.

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB... 5T He BEIPOCJIA, TpaBaa?

Y 00BIYHO CMETION, CUIBHON U MY?KECTBEHHOW CeCTPUYKM T3H TEeKyT CIE3HL. [[eByIIKa BHITUPAeT UX
CHOBa ¥ CHOBA, HO OHM IIPOMO/IXKAIOT OeXaTh, KakK OyATO OT HernMOBepHOX 00uabl. CIIOBHO He XKeJasd,
yTOOH! 51 BUOEN €€ TaKoM, cecTpuyuka T9H, YTO BCerga roBOpusia, uTo OyOeT 3alluiiaTh MeHs,



IMBITAE€TCA TIHIETHO COIIPOTUBIIATLCA, INYPsSA CBOM OCTPERIE I'NIa3ad, HO UX BCE K€ 3aCTHUJIAIOT CJIE3HI.

— PocrT, nnvHa HOT, maxke IrpyAb — Y MEHSI OHU MEHbIIe, YeM Y OPYTuX AeByIieK... XoTs g Oblia
BBICOKOY B [JETCKOM Cafy, s He BEIPOCIIa, COBCEM... I3-3a 3TOr0 1 He CMOTy BHIUTH 3aMyX 3a Kocke...
— Ona 6oJbIlle He MOXKET COEPKUBATHCS, U B UTOT'E OHA CTAHOBUTCSI COBCEM I€YaJIbHOM.

— XOoTs s MHJIa MOJIOKO KaXX[IBIH IeHb II0CJIe IIKOJIbI, 3TO He ImoMoraio... Ho s He cmaBasach,
€XKEeOHEeBHO YIIOPHO YYUIACh YUPIIUOUHTY, OTYASIHHO CTapajach M30 BCEX CHJI, KOTTA YCIIbIIIaaa OT
MaMmbl, 4T0 KOCKe XOmUT B 3TY IIKOY, U3-3a 9TOT0, U3-3a 3TOTO ... («Bexmum».)

[Totom TaKaTopa-caH He Morja 0oibIie TOBOPHUTE M TOJIBKO IIJIaKalia.

«CecTtpuuka T9H XKula HamKuM oOelllaHUEM ¥ BBHIKJIAABIBAJIACH 10 TTOJTHOM pafu 9TOTO... A 5 He
TIOMHUJI 9TOT0 00ellaHus, KaK Xke s IJI0X. EC/TM 9TO CUTyalus B UTPe, YTeIIUTh TePOUHIO U TEM
CaMBIM YITy4YIIUTD €€ BIledaTieHune o cebe — oObIuHOE Heso. Ho aTo Gecrnose3Ho. 4 He 3HaI0, YTO e
CKa3aTh, ¥ UTPOBLIE BAPHAHTEI JUAJIOTA HE MOSBSITCS».

4 npopoinXKal Moji4yaTh, 0KUgas 4ero-to. He ycrbliiaB 0T MeHA HUKAKOI0 OTBeTa, TakaTopa-CaH,
KaXkeTCsI, CTAaHOBUTCS elré 0ojiee mmevyanbHOM, ¥ €€ CIE3HI MPOMOJIKAIT KalaTh BHU3. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB
OHa MePecTaéT MIakKaTh ¥ CMOTPUT Ha MEHS CO CMEIIaHHBIMU YyBCTBAMH.

— 39X, Kak u panbine, Kocke abCOMIOTHO HU HA YTO HE TOOUTCS... [laxke B TaKe MOMEHTEHI THl He
3Haellb, YTO CKa3aTh [IEBYIIKE...

BriTHparomas cIé3sl ¥ Bopyalllas ceCTpuyKa To9H CTaHOBUTCS CePhE3HOM U PEIIUTEIHHO 3asBIIseT:

— Kak u oxupganocs, s He Mory npu3HaTh Kocke caMoCTOATEIbHBIM ITapHeM. be3 Moeli 3aIuTH Tkl
He MPoXKUBENIL! Thl He MOXKEIIb laXKe IPOTIHYTh PYKY IIOMOIIHM [IeBYIIKE, U S eIUHCTBEHHAs, KTO
KOMGOPTHO 4yBCTBYeT cebs ¢ To6oi! K-kpoMe TOT0, KOTHa Thl HAXOAUIILCS C TEMU OBYMS B KOMHATE
Ky1yOa, 51 He MOTY 4yBCTBOBATh, UTO Thl B 0€30IACHOCTH... a?

CeCTpI/I‘-IKa Toan 3036y}KJIeHa, " KOI'la OHa IIBITAE€TCA YGGJII/ITB MEHs, OHa IIaraeT Bnepén, HO
CIIOTHIKAETCA U TEPAET PAaBHOBECHE. Eé maneHbKOe Temo COOpOraeTCd, U OHa IMada€T BHU3, a g
IMaHUKYI0, KOT'Oa OHA ITafa€T B MO0 CTOPOHY.

— Yxy?! Ky-y-yyy!

4 egBa yCIieBalo IIo¥MaTh TEJI0 TaKaTopBI-CElH Ha PYKH, KaK IIPHUHIECCY. XO0Ts MOXKHO CKa3aTh, YTO
OHa MaJIeHbKas W JIETKasi, OHa BCE Xe IMafaeT C BLICOTHI, U 06e MOM HOTH OIMIYyIIAKT 3HAYUTEJIbHYIO
TsA2KEeCTb U HEMEIOT.

— 39, Kocke?..

JIéxXa B MOUX 00BSTHUAX, AEBYIIKA CMOTPUT Ha MEHS C YOUBIEHHBIM MULIOM. XOTS 5 CKaj 3yObl, MHE
KO€e-KaK YIaeTCsI TOBOPUTD:

— Hy... 4 6onbie He pe6€HOK. CecTpruka TaH, g crac Te0st TONBKO YTO, HE TaK JIK?
—A... 2.

ITocne TOrO, KAk OEBYIIIKa CMOTPUT Ha MEHA OOJIBIITMHU T'Jla3aMH, OHa OTBOPA4YMBAETCHd, U eé JIUIIO0
CTAaHOBUTCA KPACHBIM, KaK 6YJITO OHO I'OpHUT. A Marko OITYCKal0 JEeBYIIKY Ha HOT'H.

«Cettgac ObI10 OBl KPYTO CKa3aTh 4TO-TO Bpoge: "C ToO0M BCE B OpSAKe, MUmIasg?'"».



K coxanenuio, Y ME€HA HEeT TaKHUX HAaBBIKOB KPYTOI'O IIaPHII. B I[aHHBIfI MOMEHT CaMoOe€ JIy4dIliee, 94TO 4
MOTY CheJlaTh, 3TO CKPBITh (baKT, 9YTO MOHU HOTH OHEMEIIN.

— Celtyac g MoOTy nulib mobmarogaputh Tebs... Cnacubo tebe, Kocke...
— Ba, xa-xa-xa... He 3a 4T0. B 3TOM HEeT HUYEro 0COOEHHOTO.

«B npomoM, Ha060pOT, 5 OBUT TeM, KOT'0 JIOBUJIX Ha PYKH, KaK IIPUHIECCY, BepHO? Ecnu Mos naMaTh
MeHS He TIOOBOMUT, 9TO B AEeHCTBUTEILHOCTY IIPOU30IIIIO, KOTTIa 5 CIy4aHO IIOCKOIB3HYJIICS C
JIECTHUIIEI TOPKH. ...BOT 0TCTOM, O0MNBIIION OTCTOM. [IyMaTh 0 MOLOOHOM NPSIMO ceddac KpauHe
TJIyIIO».

— Cectpuuka T3H, S HEIIJIOXO CIIPABISIOCH OOUH. HecMOTps Ha 9TUX [BYX, 5 MOT'Y 0 cefe
no3aboTutcs. Bot moyemy, moxanyiicTta, Bepb B MeHs. ...MH, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, ThI ITO-IIPEXKHEMY He
MOZKEeIIlb 3TOr'0 COeJlaTh?

3aTeM cMmymeHHas TakaTopa-CaH CMOTPUT B OKHO, CJIOBHO ITHITAETCSI YKIIOHUTLCS OT OTBETA, €€
BEIpaKeHUe JIHIla Kak OyATO HAMOJIHIETCS CJI0KHOM CMEChI0 CUaCThsl U I'PYCTH.

— Tl-mpexfe 4eM st 0CO3Haa 9TO, TH CTAJl B3POCBIM MYXYMHOM. ..

— 51 BCé emé manék oT TOro, YToORI OBITH UM B IIOJIHOM Mepe. B KOHIe KOHII0B, HEKOTOPOE BpeMs
Ha3aj s He CMOT Iom00apUTh Te0s. ..

— Hy, g He npoTus... M, 60iiee TOro, 6;1arogapHOCTh... f HomxkHa 0T6IaromapuTh TeOs!
— 3, oTOnaromapuTh?

Mou rna3a NpUKHUIAIOT K JeBYIIKe, I0JI0XKUBIINEN 00e PYKH Ha CBOIO I00KY.

— T-Tebe BeOb 3TO HPABUTCA C fAEeTCTBa. [I-T109TOMY... MM...

IeBymuika Kycaet ryObl, 9TOOH COEpXKaTh CMYIIEHNe, U MEIJIEHHO TOHUMAET 00Ky APOKALIMMU
pykamu. OHa KakK OyATO MOMHUMAET 3aBECy CILEHE], ¥ BCE TOCTEIIEHHO CTAHOBUTCS BULUMBIM:
IOSIBJIIOTCS CTPOMHEBIE Oengpa 1 V-o0pa3Has 4acTh Tena...

— Il-mogoxpau cectpuyka Tan! UTto menaenib?!
— H-ne 6ecnokoiics 06 aToM. ITpocTO BHUMATEIBHO CMOTPH... MM...

TakaTopa-caH KpacHeeT, 0TYasHHO CHoepXKuBaeT cebs, YTOOH He 0TBEPHYThCS, U30eraeT BCTpedaThCs
co MHo# B3rnsanoM. Ha Hell yKe He Te TPYCUKH C PUCYHKOM KITyOHUKHM, YTO S IIOPOi BUMIET B HETCKOM
cafny, TaM B3pocyioe HUXHee 0enbe€, HallOMUHAoIlee Y3Koe OUKUHIU.

— Mw... MM... Kak Te0e, Kocke... Tenephb TH TOHHMAEIhb?

— IToHuMato, 4T0?.. — §1 pacTepsHHO CMOTPIO Ha HUXKHee 0eNbé NeBYIIKH, MOE CepALe KOJIOTUTCS
TaK, YTO MHE TPYAHO COCPEIOTOYNTHCH.

— Kaxk u oxupanoch, Kocke HA Ha YTO He TOOUTCS, HO...

Hakoner, JEBYIIKA OIIyCKaeT I-O6Ky, COoeuHsEeT obe PYKH 3a CIIMHOU, U OIIyCKa€T B3IJisA Ha IIOJI.



— He To uTOOHI 5T He MOOII0 TAKUX ITapHe, Kak Kocke...
— ...Cectpuuka TaH...

«Jlaxe B IIPOIIIOM cecTpuuka To9H Bcerfa IleHuIa MeHs TaKoro, KakuM s Obl1. KaxeTcsi, 9To
OCTaJIOCh MIPEeKXHUM, YTO HAIIOJIHSIET MOE Cepflle TeITIOTOH».

— Cectpuuka T3H, X0Ts Tebe, T0X0XKe, TPYCTHO, YTO THl HEe PACTEIb, HO BHYTPH THI BCE €IIE Ta XkKe
IeBYIIKa, KOTOpasl JeMCTBUTENIbHO MHE HPaBUIach, He Tak nu? [1o3ToMy BpsiA /i ThI OBl IEpecTasa
MHEe HPABUTHCS M3-3a CBOET'0 POCTa, BEPHO?

— 3, Kocke? — [leByIiKa pacTepsiHHO CMOTPUT Ha MEHS.

«B meTckoM caply MOU Ipy3bs IOKUHYIU MeHs u3-3a Heé. Ho cecTpruuka TaH Bcerma Oblyia CO MHOU U
[ITapTs, 4TO BCeTHa YyBCTBOBANIU Cce051 ONMHOKO, IOTOMY YTO HAIX POJUTENIN 4acTo ye3kKalld 3a
rpaHuly. B oTnuyre OT APYrUX CTEPB, Y MEHS He ObLIO IPUYKMH HEHaBUIETh €€, MHE HpaBUJIach Ta
3aboTnuBas cecTpuyka T9H. [lake celiyac s OTHOLIYCh K Helt Tak Xke. [loaToMy 51 6oJblile He X04y
BULIETH CJIE3HI Ha JINMIle JOPOTOM MHE IOOPYTH OeTCTBa».

— 4 mo cux Tmop He TOTOB K TaKUM BelriaM, Kak Opak. Ho s y2Ke TOBOpUII HE[ABHO... HY, g AyMalo, YTO
MaJjieHbKHe NeBOYKU Muble. [I-mosTomMy Tebe He CTOUT TaK YK IepeKuBaTh 0 CBOEM POCTE U MIPOYEM,
JagHo?
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