I'maBa 8. OTceus.

C 6onpmuM TpymoM FOmuii cyMen 3aKpHITh U0 00euMU pyKaMu, a0kl 130eKaTh MIPSMOTO
nonafgaHus. [IpaBelii Kysak ApTeMa I'py3HO ONYCTUJICS Ha IlepeKpelleHHble pyku FOmus, Kak oH
yCIIBIIIIa OTYETIUBLIN XpYCT. Ero neBast pyka, KoTopas Oblla IEPBOY Ha MyTH KyJlaka MPOTUBHUKA,
xpycTtHyna. OTOpeIrHYB OT ApTeMa nogansiie, KOnuii CMOT JIMIIb MeJIbKOM B3TJITHYTh Ha PYKY, U3
KOTOPOM TopyaJa JiyueBas KOCTh M XJleCcTasla KpoBb. B mpaBoil pyke OH TakxKe olyIan 605k, HO OHa
Oblna elre OoJiee 1 MeHee B MOPSIgKe. ITO faBajio eMy XOTh KaKyio-To HajexXny. Benb Ha 3eMyie oH
ob11 60KCcepoM. [TycTs FOnuii u He CTPEMUIICS CTaTh IPO(EeCcCHOHANIOM UM Y4acTBOBATh B
mobuTtenbckoM 60kce Ha Onmumnuazne, oH 061afan XOpoIlel IOATOTOBKOM U COMYTCTBYIOIIUMU
HaBBIKAMU, YTO U JaBaJio eMy [IPEeUMYVIEeCTBO llepel BCeMU IIPU3BaHHEIMU BMeCTe C HUM. Temeps Xe,
OH MOT II0JIb30BaThCS TOIBKO IIPABOM PYKOM, HO U OHa Obljla MOBpexkaeHa.APTeM He [aBall eMy
BO3MOXKHOCTHU flaXke IepeBecTy AyX. Teno 000ux ObIJI0 YCHUTIEHO 3T'0T, BRIHOCIIMBOCTH, CUJIBI, JIOBKOCTH
— BCET0 3TOTro OBIJIO Y HUX B IOCTaTKe, HO paHo uiu mo3nHo FOnuit ycTaHeT, fa ellle U C OTKPHITBIM
nepenoMoM. MHOKeCTBO (PaKTOpPOB OBIIO IPOTUB HETO, & CEPbE3HEIM MUHYCOM B IIPOTHUBOCTOSTHUH C
ApTemoM OFBLIO TO, YTO €T0 CHUJia, CKOPOCTh, IOBKOCTh OBUIM Ha KaKOM-TO MHOM ypoBHe. FOnuit
COBEPIIEHHO He COMHEBAJICSI B CBOMX CIIOCOOHOCTSIX, HO APTeM 3aCTaBUJI €r0 Kojie0aThCs U
IPUHUMaTh HeoOoyMaHHbIe PellleHrs] CBOMM HarmopoM. OfuH yaap, BTOpoH, Tpetuit. C KaXasM
ymapoM KOmnuio G510 BCe ClIOKHEe YBEPHYTHCS OT MOILIHLIX, HO OT 3TOT0 HE MeHee OBICTPHIX YAapoB
Aprema. Bce cBenoch K ToMmy, 4To FOmuii OBl 3aTHAH B OOWH U3 IOMOB. XOTS CHApyXKu ioMa U He
Ka3aJUuCh MaJeHbKUMU, BHYTPU OHU OBISIM TIOAEIEHEl HA MHOXKECTBO MEJIKUX KOMHATYIIEK, KOTOphIE
ObLIM 3aCTaBJIEHHl TUIIL HEOOXOOUMEIM MUHUMYMOM B BUfe KpoBaTeh u Tym6ouek. KOnuit yxke Havan
aHWKoBaTh. C KaXKOBIM yaapoM ApTeM CTaHOBHJICS Bce Onuxke K 1end. 3a0ezkaB B OHY U3 KOMHAT,
FOnuit cxBaTun fepeBIHHYI0 KPOBaTh ITPaBOX PYKOM M METHYII ee B IPUOINKAIOIIerocs IPOTUBHUKA.
AprteM, K ero youBleHUI0, faxe He cTajl oOpalaTh BHUMaHKS Ha JIETAIIYI0 Ha HETO KpOBaTh, a
npocTo mobexar Bruepen. KOnuit TpoOMKO I[OKHYJT SI3bIKOM B Pa3fpakeHuH, TONHSB ellle U CTOSIIYI0
psmoM ¢ HUM TyMO0uKy. [IIBHIDHYB U €e, OH PeIIuyI IEPENTH K aTake. BOoCmonb30BaBIIUCh TEM, YTO
ApTeM He CTaJl yBOPAYUBATHCS UM pa3buUBaTh NETAIIMHE B HETO peaMeT, KOmuii 6bICTPO COKpaTHI
pacCcTosiHME U IIOCTaBUJI BCe Ha CBOY MOIIHBIN annepkoT. HaHecs MOLIHBIYA yoap CHU3Y, KOTOPHIU
IIPU3EMJIAJICS TOYHO Ha YeNTI0CTh ApTeMa, OH OTIPHITHYJ Ha3af ¥ IOCIEIINI BEIIPHITHYTh B OKHO,
yT0 OBUIO B cocegHel KoMHaTe. OKa3aBIINCh CHAPYyKHU, OH 0071eT9YeHHO BHIIOXHYJI, T06eXkaB B
IIPOTUBOIIOJIOKHOM HalpasjaeHuu. B 3ToT annepkoT KOnuii BJI0XKUIT BCIO UMEBIIYIOCS Y HETO CUILY, U
eCJId 9T0 He yObeT ApTeMa, TO BEIPYOUT ero Ha HeCKOJIbKO MUHYT. Tak gyman IOnuii. Ho B
CJIeIyIOIIYIO0 CEKYHy, OH YBUMEJ, KaK U3 €ro Ijieda MOSIBSII0TCS CPeTHUM M YKa3aTeJIbHBIM MalbIlH,
OMBIBaeMble KpoBbIo. [IpopridaB ot 6omu, KOnuii pa3BepHYyJI CBOIO IIPaByI0 HOT'Y, ¥ B3MaXHYII €10
Ha3afl, HaflesCh OTTONKHYTh OT ce0sl aTakoBaBiero. OH CHJIbHO YAUBUIICS, KOTTla ero Hora HalllyTasa
TeJI0 IPOTHUBHUKA, OTTONKHYB. HOo 0OgHOBpEeMeHHO ¢ 3TuM, FOnuii yBupes, Kak pyka BIUIach B €ro0
IIJIOTH Iyllle IPeXKHero, a Korga HalafaBIlni OTJIeTeNl B COCEOHUM I0M, ITpaBas pyka IOnus
oTaenunack oT Tena.— [-X-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A-A!ll — B aroruu kpuyan FOnuii.OT 0CTaTKOB €ro mjeda
CTpyuIIach KpoBb, GOoHTaHUPYS. C OOJBIIMM TPYOOM CYMEB IOATAIIUTEL CBOIO JIEBYIO PyKy, FOmuit
HETIJIOTHO CyMeJl IPUKPHITh paHy, HO OT 3TOTO CTasio HeMHOTruM jerde. OT 6011 OH yTKHYJICS TOJI0BOM
B MATKO-CEPHIH CHET, 3arjlaThiBasi ero 601bMKMMU KonudecTBaMu. ET0 Teo OBICTPO MOKPHIIOCH
XOJIOOHBIM IIOTOM, a U3 I'Jla3 HETPEPHIBHO TEK/IN C/e3bl. Celi9ac OH UCIBITHIBAJ TaKylo 60J1b, 110
CpaBHEHMUIO C KOTOPOH 00JIb OT YCUJIEHUS 3TOT Kal3ajlach He3HaYuTeNbHOU. OH Kpuyall, mjakas u
XKpan cHer. Ero nepenoMaHHas neBas pyKa, Apoxka, Cjierka IpUKphIBajla paHy, a C KaXao0u CEeKyHI0u
KpoBb KOnus okpainuBasa Bce 0oJblliee KOIMYECTBO CHETa B TEMHO-0apioBhIii. Ero co3Hanue
IIOTUXOHBKY 3aTyMaHHBAJIOCh, HO M3-3a UCIIHITEIBAEMOM 00N OH HUKaK He MOT OTKJIIOUUTHCS, XOTS
O4YeHb CUJIbHO XKeJiajl 9Toro. BoT Tak, oueHb OBICTPO, AJIST HETO KOHYUJICS 3TOT «9K3aMeH». Ero
JKenaHue COBIIOCH, TOMBKO BOT Pe3yIbTaT IOJYYUIICS COBCEM HU TEM, KOTOPOTO OH OXKH[all.

* * *



HeckonbkuMu MUHyTaMu paHee.Cepreit HaXOAUICS Ha IPYTOM KOHIIe lepeBHU. BmecTe ¢ HUM OBIu
nBe meBymku: MapuHa u Onbra, a TakXKe ellle OOWH apeHb, — [JuMa. BueTBepoM OHM yCTpaHWIN
yXKe TPU C JIUIIHUM JecsaTKa AepeBeHCKUX. Cepreii ¢ caMoro Hadaa IIPUHST pellleHre He YyOUBaTh
JKUTeNer 9TOU [IePEBHY, Belb OHU HUYETO IIJIOXOT0 He CHeNlad. DTH JTIOAU IIOMPOCTY CTalu
JKepTBaMHU «BBIITYCKHOTO 9K3aMeHa», KOTOPHIM PelInsl UM YCTPouTh Huprkx. Cepreu mpoxaagHo
OTHOCHJICS K CBOEMY «TOCIIOAMHY», B 0COOEHHOCTH K ero peuleHusiM. M3-3a Hux moruby0 Tak MHOTO
JIIOfle} U3 eT0 MUpa U MCcYe3 eQUHCTBEHHBIN YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIY CTal eMy HaCTOSIIUM OPYTroM —
Komns. OH OHATHS He UMeJI, TTie MOXKeT OBITh ero Jy4IIUi APYT U YaCTEHbKO [AyMall O HEM, HO C
KaXkIBIM MeCsIeM BhHIKWBATh CTAHOBHUJIOCH BCE CII0KHEe, Ha BOCIIOMUHAHUS HE 0CTaBaloCh U
BpeMeHH. B oguH npekpacHbi MOMeHT, Ceprei MOIPOCTy 0CO3Hal, 4To Kois eMy He Tak yX U
HyXkeH. Ha 3emse oH ObIJT HeyBepeHHBIM B cebe, 3aMKHYTHIM, eMy BCerfa Ka3ajoch, UTO BCE CMEIOTCS
HaJ HAM, HO OKa3aBIINCh B OKPYyKeHUU Koy, ¢ KOTOPHIM YUUJICS C OecsaToro Kiacca, Ceprei Hadan
IIOCTEIIEHHO MEeHATHLCA. M Tak yK BHIIIIO, YTO ITOC/IEe UCUYe3HOBeHUS Koy U3 ero KU3HU OH ONAThH
HavaJl MeHSATbCA. Cepreii MOHS YTO UMEHHO eMy OBLIO HYKHO. Ta XKU3HEPaJOCTHOCTE,
OOIUTETFHOCTh ¥ HECOKPYIIUMBIN ONITUMU3M, YTO u3nydasn Komnsi. UMeHHO 9TO eMy U OBIIIO HYXKHO.
[TaObl BHOBb He 3aKPHIThCS B cebe u He MOTUOHYTH cilabakoM, Cepreit uamenusncs. Temneps, OH cTan
TeM, KeM BOCXUILascs. Temepsb, OH CMOXKET BHIKUTh HECMOTPS HU Ha uTo!Ero rpynmna gBuranach
OnuXKe K IIeHTPY JepeBHU, IBITasACh KaK MOXKHO CKOpee 3aKOHYHUTh 3TOT «3K3aMeH». Bce yeTBepo
ceryac xejanau 3Toro 6ombire yero-nu6o. BEICTPo 1 6€30macHO 3aBEPIIUTL CTPAHHYIO0 TPEHUPOBKY.
Ho HeoxupaHHO Oy HUX, OHU YCIIBIILIANN AyIIepa3aupaniui Kpuk. OCTaHOBUBIIUCH OHU
nepernsgHynuch. Kpuk 6s1 6113K0. U, K ux 60/IbIIOMY YAUBIIEHUIO, OHU Y3HAJHX 3TOT rojioc. OH
npuHapaexan KOnuio. M ObIJIO CII0KHO TOBEPUTH B TO, YTO C JIYYIIMM U3 BCEX ITPH3BaHHBIX MOTJIO
YTO-TO CITIyUUTHCS, HO €T0 KPUK OB IIOJTHOCTHIO IIPOIIUTAH aroHue, HeBooopa3uMoi 60bi0. «KTo
Xe eMy IpoTUuBOCTOUT?!», — Cepreu cpa3y XKe 3aBOJIHOBAJICS, He 3Has HACKOJIBKO CUJIEH IIPOTUBHUK
HOnusi.— MBI JOTXKHEL €My IOMOYb! — C B3BOJTHOBaHHBIM B3TJIAA0M, Ipou3Hecsa Ons.— 3-3, IOroay,
Onst! MBI He MOXKEM TaK MPOCTO IIOMEHSTh CBOO 11e/ib! HaM Hy?>KHO KaK MOXKHO OBICTpee BBIBECTH U3
CTPOS BCe OCTABIIMXCS KUTEJEeH, a TOTOM MBI CMOXKEeM eMy IToMo4b!— Ero yxKe MOTyT yOUTH K 3TOMY
BpeMeHnu! Ecnu BH He UOUTe, TOTMa 5 caMa IOWAY, — pa3BepHYBILKCH, OHA OBICTPO HaIlpaBUIach
TyZa, OTKyAa LIeJl KpUK.«4epT...», — IOCMOTPEB BCJIe[ YAAISOLUIeNCs NeBYIIKe, pa3gpakKeHHO
nopyMai Cepreu.— MEI uzieM 3a Hell, — CKa3aJjl OH, HallpaBUBIIUCH 3a Hell.— [loroxu, Cepera,
Kakoro yepra?!— IlleBenucs, a He TO MBI TebGs TYT ocTaBuM! — moaroHsna [lumy Maputa.Bce BTpoem
OHM TIOCTIe[IOBasX 3a yOexKagiuel Brnepen Onbroi, KOTopas, K CJIOBY, Oblla caMoii OBICTPOM U3 HUX.
[ToaTomy Cepreti OB BEIHYKAEH IIPUHSTDH pellleHre Tak OBICTPO, HaCKOJIBKO 9TO BOOOIIIE OBIIO
BO3MOXKHO. Hade, OHU TONIPOCTY HEe CMOTYT €€ JOTHATh, a TaM MOXKET CJIyYUThLCS BCE YTO YTOTHO.
IymaTh eMy, KOHEYHO, JOJIT0 He MPUIIIOCh. Belb OH /00U ee WK, 10 KpalHel Mepe, Tak OH
nyMai. [1o aTo#l IpryYKMHe OH pellu Cpa3y IOUTHU 3a Hell, faxe eCiu OH nouaet oguH. Cepre
IIOHMMaAJI, YTO TaKOW AylIepa3fupalolinii KpuK ObII HECITPOCTa U cTapascs morHath OJi0 Kak MOXKHO
OnIcTpee, HO 3TO OBIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. YKe Yepe3 MUHYTY OHa CKpPhUIaCh MEeXKAY IOMaMH, a eMy
0CTaBaJIOCh JIUIIh TOIHKO MOMBITAThCS OKPUKHYTE ee. OTKPHIB POT, OH OBLIO XOTEJ IPOKPUYaTh ee
MMs, HO B TO JXe caMoOe BpeMsi, IPUMEPHO B TOM MecCTe, KyJa oHa ybexkasa, IOTHSJICS CTOJ0
CTPaHHOM 5Hepruu. JHeprus ob1afana CTPAHHEIM IIBETOM P3KaBYMHEL ¥ IIOCTOSTHHO ITYICUPOBAa,
YBENIUYMBASCH B guaMeTpe.— KaKoro yepra TaM MPOUCXOAUT?! — OTKPHIBIIHN POT, BCIYX YOUBUIICS
IOuma.— 4 umy, — crenaB IepBHIM HeyBepeHHBIN IIar mpodopMoTan Cepreit.— Ilogoxnu, Kyaa Th
cobpancs untu? Te YTO, He BUOUIIEL 3TOT OTPOMHEIM cTON0?! — cxBaTUB Ceprest 3a IIJIe40, MHITAICS
0CTaHOBUTSE ero [JuMa.— OHa noOexasa Tyaa...— AX, — 3aKphIB POT PyKaMu, BCTPEeNeHysach OT
yxkaca Maputa.— Ee yXe He cltacTH, CNbIIIHNIIL? B Toi 0671aCTH BCe pa3HeCo K 4epTsaM cofaybum!
— Kpenko ynepxusas Cepres, Kpuuan [{uMa.— ... TH Melllaelllb MHe! — cxBaTuB pykKy [Jumel, Ceprei
OTIPOKMHYJI €T0 Ha 3eMJII0. — Bam Jy4ile He XOOUTh, — OPOCHUII OH, IIPEK[Ie YeM CKPHITHCS 3a
moMaMHu.— BoOT Xxe... UOUOT...
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