Ycnelmas MOU CJI0Ba, OH IOCMOTpPETI Ha MeHsSI ¥ TUXO CIIPOCHUIL:
— [ToueMmy THI pa303nUIaCh?

He 3Halo, MPOM30IIJIO JIX 9TO IIOTOMY, YTO €T0 T0JI0C MSATKUM, a He 00BUHSIOIIUM, HO MOSI
pasropsiueHHasi roJIoBa BHE3AITHO OCTHITIA.

"[la, KaxeTcsd, 1 OTpearuposasia CIUIIKOM Pe3K0. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO BCET0 JIUILIb UT'PYILIKa, fa elle
1 ero nogapok. OTKyz#a eMy ObLIO 3HATh, UTO I HEHaBUKY KPHIC ¥ MBIIIEN?"

[TomymaB 06 3TOM, ST IOCMOTpEsIa Ha Hero u cKasaja:

— 4 HeHaBUXKYy MbIIel. TeOe MOHPaBUIIOCH ObI, ecyiu Ol ST CKa3aja, YTO TH II0X0XK Ha TOTO, KOT0
HEeHaBUOUIIL?

Kaxk TonbKO Ipo3BydYasyd MOHY CJI0OBa, OH IIOCMOTPEJ Ha MeHs, a 3aTeM IIepeBesl B3I Ha MBIIIb.
— Ho mouyemy? OHa Takasi MajieHbKast ¥ Mujasi, — Mpo6opMoTasl OH.
"OH cyuTaeT, 4TO A MajieHbKas U Muias? — 03afadyeHHo ogyMaa 5.

[Tocre 3TOTO 5T CHOBA IIOCMOTpPEJIa Ha MbIIIb. Ha mepBeIf B3rIsA OHA ITOKA3ailach MHE MyTaloIlel, HO
€CJIA IPUCMOTPETHCS, UTPYLIKY HEeHCTBUTEILHO MOXKHO OBIJIO Ha3BaTh MUJIOHN.

"Teneps MHe yKe He KaXKeTCd TaKOM IIOJapoK Ype3MepHO CTPaHHBIM..."

[Toka s Hanpsi2KeHHO 00OyMBIBasa Impou3oleinee, Makc IpOTSIHYI PYKY, 4TOOH 3abpaTh UTPYIIKY.
— Huuero He nopenaenisb, ecnu Tebe OHa He HpaBUTCA. Kak cKaxelb, Tak u OymeT.

"Bce-Taku 9TO ero mogapok..."

Ecnu mogyMath, OH CIiel[iaibHO KYIIXJI 9TY Belllb AJI MeHs, a 51 cpa3y XkKe ee OTBepria.

"Ecnu 0CTaBUTHL BCe KaK €CTh, TO €e BEIOPOCST B MyCOp MJIH OTHAAYT KOMY-TO OApyromy, ma?"
Kakoe-To Bpemd g MpUCTaJIbHO pacCMaTpUBasia MoJapoK B3BOJTHOBAHHBIM B3TJISOM.

[Tocrne 3TOrO0 g MOJOII/Ia K HEMY U CKa3asa:

— Makc, s 04eHb CUJIbHO HEHABUXKY MBIIIEH.

3abpaB y Hero u3 PyK UTPYIIKY B BUEe MBIIIH, S qoOaBuIa:

— Ho uMeHHO 3Ty g ocTapaioCh MOTI0OUTD.

"TIoTOMy 4YTO 3TO THI IOJAPHUJII €€ MHE".

YBuUpeB, Kak MPOCUJIO ero JIUIO, S IPOU3HECIa TO, YTO MHE y2Ke JaBHO XOTEJIOCh eMy CKa3aTh:
— Cnacu6o 3a moiapox.

Torma oH TOCMOTPEN Ha MEHS ¥ TUXO CIIPOCUIT:

— TsI Xe He 3a0bI71a 0 CBOEM 0O0eIaHuH, IIpaBaa?



Kak g morya 3a0bITh 0 CBOeM 00elllaHUY OaTh OTBET Ha ero Npu3HaHue?
"4 cama c HeTepIeHUEM KOy 3TOI'0 MOMEHTA...
— Koneuno, — kuBHyna 5. — [loaToMy gaBaiu...
BHe3anHo nepebuB MeHs, OH CKa3all:

— YBupmMcs 3aBTpa.

4 mocMoTpeia Ha OKHO, B KOTOPOE OH BHINIPHITHYJI, ¥ 3aKphljla OKOHHYI0 pamy. [Tocie 3Toro s
TI0JIOXKUJIa TIOJAPeHHY0 UM UTPYIIKY Ha CBOIO KPOBATh U IIPOIIETTaa:

— YemM Ooribllie 5T Ha Hee CMOTPIO, TEM MUJIEE€ OHA BBITTIAOUT.

MHe maxe Ha4aso Ka3aThCs, OYITO C MOEH TOJI0BOM YTO-TO He B mopsiake. YeMm 0oJbIlle 1 CMOTpesa
Ha HeHABUCTHYIO MBIIIb, TeéM 00JIbIlle OHA MHE HpaBUJIach. CII0XKHUB mmepe co00M PYKH, ST TOMOJIMIIACE
0 TOM [JHE, KOTJIa PeIIUuTCs MOs cyab0a.

"IlycTp 3aBTpa BCe IPOUIET XOPOLIo".
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Beatpuc crosna Ha 6alKOHe U CMOTpesia Ha JIyHy, KOTopasi KpacKlBO CHsJIa BHICOKO B Hebe.

"Hapetoch, 4TO 3aBTpa OaHKeET IpoifeT 0e3 BCAKUX NMpobiieM. A ellle IyCTh ONHAXKLI HACTYTIUT [EeHb,
KOT[la BCce BHMMaHUe OyIeT yCTpeMJIeHO Ha MeHs, a He Ha MakcuMmunuaHa. Torga Bcst m060Bb
pomuTeney OymeT mpuHAAIeXaTh MHe".

[Toka BeaTpuc MOnuUIach CO CIOKEHHBIMU Tepef] co00# pyKaMu, TSSO Ha JIYHY...
— Oi.

BHe3aIHOo YCIEIIIAB YeH-To IoJI0C, OHA YyTh He 3aKpHyasia 0T HeoXkuJaHHoCTH. Ho mpexnie yeM oHa
yCIIesa 9TO CHeJaTh, €d 3aKPHUIU POT PYKOH.

"fl He MOry IPOCTO Tak ymMepeTs!"
Beatpuc nomnsiTanack HaHECTH yfap JOKTeM B 60K CBOEr0 IPOTHUBHUKA, HO eT0 3a0JI0KMPOBaIU.
— 910 . MakcuMuiImnas.

Kak u oxupganocs! Kakoil ele ICux MOT OSIBUTHCS 3[€Ch IOCPEOU HOYU, KPOME ee YKaCHOr0
cBogHOTO Opara!

"Kaxertcs, g cerdac ymMpy".

[Toka Beatpuc Tpscnach 0T cTpaxa, C ee pTa yopaniu JafoHb.

— [Touemy THI Tak Opoxuilb? CEerogHs HEe TaK YK XOJIOAHO.

YcnpiaB CIIOKOMHEIM ros1oc Makca, beatpuc moyemy-To CMyIIeHHO TIOKpacHea.

— Ka... kakoe Tebe geno?! KcraTu, moueMy TH BOpBajcs B 4yxKyio KoMHaTy? Kyna mogeBanuck TBOU
MaHEepHI?



Makc HaxMypuJcs B OTBET Ha cjoBa beatpuc.

— 4 He pocTO Tak mpuines, a YToOu OTAaTh Tebe 3TO...

Korpa Makc noneiTasncst 4To-To focTaTh, beaTpuc cpa3y Ke BCTPEBOXUIIAChH.
"OH xke... He coOUpaeTcs MOCYHYTh MHE YTO-TO y2KacHOe?

OHa MBICJIEHHO TIPe[ICTaBUIIa, YTO OBl 3TO MOTJIO OBITh: IAYKH, SIHOBUTHIE 3MEH, MOXKET OBITh, HakKe
Kakoe-To opyxue. Ho korga BeaTpuc yBupena, 4To mokasan el Makc, ee riasa cTaayd OOJIBIIMMEU KaK
myomky. OHa 03aflaueHHO yCTaBUIaCh Ha 3TOT IPegMeT.

— bepu.

HepBHO crioTHYB ciioHY, BeaTpuc o0xBaTuIa pyKaMu KOPOOKY, KOTOPYIO TOIBKO YTO BPYYHII eH
Opar.

"YT0 XKe 3TO TaKoe, pa3 OH IOCYUTAJI HYKHBEIM IPUHECTH 3TO IUYHO?" — nopgyMana beaTpuc,
OTKphIBast KOPOOKY.

—4d IIPOCTO X049y HAIIOMHHUTE, YTO Tebe ciliegyeT UCIIOJIb30BaTh €Tr0 TOJILKO B CIIy4ae peaJ'H:HOfI
OITaCHOCTH.

C atuMu crioBaMu ee OpaT CIIPHITHYI C GalKoHa.
Haxmypusmmics, beatpuc nogymana: "M 3To MHe TOBOPUT UCTOYHUK CaMo¥ GOJBIION OMacHOCTH..."

Bckope 0Ha OCTOPOXKHO OTKpPHUTa KOPoOKy. [TpounTtaB 06HApyKEHHYI0 B HeW HHCTPYKUuio, beatpuc
CyX0 paccMmesyiach Hafi ONHOM u3 pas.

<Teneps Bamla 6€30MaCHOCTh HAXOMUTCS MO 3AIIUTON MacTepcKoi duomopa!>

BeaTpuc noBepuTh He MOTJIa, YTO 9Ta MajleHbKas BelllXlla TpegHa3Hayvanach A caMo0O0OPOHH.
OpHako, Ha Hel CTOAJI 3HaK MacTepckou druomopa, KOTopasd ceryac CYUTanach Ay4llerd B CTOJIUILIE.

"THl MO¥ Bpar, HO IIpK 9TOM 3a00THUIILCS 0 Moel 6e30macHoCTH... Kaka cTpaHHO".

B cilenymiaee MTrHOBEHUE BeanI/IC ITOBecusa CBUCTOK cebe Ha IIIelo. HOCMOTpeBHII/ICB B 3€pKaJio, OHa
O6Hapy}KI/IJ'Ia, YTO OH CMOTPHUTCsA OOBOJIBHO MHUJIO.

"ITOCKONBKY 3TO IIOJAPOK Ha JeHb POXAEHUS, 1 ero Ipumy".

keksk

HiMniepaTop THEBHO CTYKHYJI KyJIaKOM ¥ BOCKIIUKHYII:

— Yrto0? OH OTBepr Moe npenIokKeHue?

Haugxen YauT u3 MUHUCTEPCTBA MHOCTPAHHBIX €] OIYCTHUJI TOJIOBY M OTBETUII:
— Jla, OH oTKa3ascs.

— Mep3aBer! Bosropausncs co6oi? ITocMen 0TKa3aThCSI OT MOETO IIPUTIIAIIeHUS ?

WmnepaTtop 3ackpunesn 3y6amu oT 310cTu. OH IPUTIacuil KOposis ParoHa BHIIUTH C HUM BMECTe BHHA



B IE€Hb IPOBeeHUs OaHKeTa, HO TOT IIPEAIoYesl OTBETUTb OTKA30M.
"Heyxkemnu 0H 4TO-TO 3am0go3pun?”

CrpaHa Parosn 6biyta 6oraTa moje3HbsMu pecypcaMu. K coxaneHuio, MexXnay Hell U UMIeprel He
CYI[eCTBOBAJIO ITOYTY HUKAKUX OTHOLIEHUM, HU TOPTOBHIX, HA OUIJIOMaTUYECKUX.

"¢ coOupasicst U3MEHUTDH HEIHEIIIHee TI0JI0KEeHKEe [ell OCTe 3aKIIoYeHrusT OpavHoro C003a, HO 9TOT
CYKWH CHIH Bce ucrnopruin!"

CHavasa UMITepaTop IIAaHUPOBAJT TOCTYIIUTH CIIEAYIOUM 00pa30oM: OTIIPAaBUTh KOPOJis Paroxa
OTOBIXaTh, @ 3aTEM BIUXHYTh OOyPMaHEHHYIO BUHOM BeaTpuc B ero cnasnbHIO. [lake eciiy OHU He
TIEPECIIST, 4eCTh beaTpuc Bce paBHO OyHeT omopoyeHa TeM GaKToM, YTO OHA ITepeHoYeBasa B OQHOU
KOMHAaTe C MyKYMHOH. [To[1 3TUM MpeasioroM MOXHO ObIJI0 ObI BEIHYIUTH KOPOJIst ParoHa BCTYIIUTE C
Hel B Opak.

BoT TOnMBKO MMIIepaTop He PaCCYUTHIBAJI, YTO KOPOJIb Parona HaoTpe3 OTKaXeTcs OT ero
IpuriamieHus. B cienyioiiee MrHOBEHUE UMITEPATOP KPUBO YABIOHYIICS U TogyMman: "U 4To Temeps?
[Toxkanyii, NpUAETCS MOUTH APYTUM IIyTeM. B MoeM MoJioKeHUU He 0CTaeTCsl HUYero UHoro".
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— Korpa TeI MHe BCe pacckasas, 1 B 3T0 He 110Bepusl. HeyxXemnu B roj0Be 3TOr0 CTapukKa
OEeUCTBUTEIbLHO 3aPOOUIICS CTOIb IPSI3HBIM M MEP3KU IINTaH?

Makc CYpPOBO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha TOBOPHUBINIETO C HUM 4Y€eJIOBEKa B CKa3all:

— 3aBTpa IPOCTO OKaXkKUCh HEHAOJro B 0aHKETHOM 3aJie, a 3aTeM OTIIPABJISUCS B OTBeJeHHEIE Tehe
IIOKOM U He BBICOBBIBAMCA OTTyAA. [aXke He qyMau IIpPUKacaThCs K BUHY.

MyK4rHa MUPOKO YNbIOHYJICS U OTBETHUI:

— ¢ HUKOr[a B CBOEY XU3HU He HAIMBAJICS JOMbSIHA, T03TOMY MOXKEIIb 00 3TOM He 6€CIIOKOUTHCS.
B oTBeT Ha c10Ba, KOTOPHIE ITPO3BYYaIn SIBHO HE TaK, KaK My XOTeJI0Ch, MaKC X0JIOOHO OTBETHUI:
— 41 yxe roBopun, uTto Tebe He CIeNyeT IUTh BO BpeMs 3Toro OaHKeTa, ABajbTa.

My4nHa HeJI0BKO yJILIOHYJICS U CMEHII TeMY Pa3roBopa.

— KcraTy, s He myMart, 4TO TH IIPOSIBUILL TaKyi0 3a00Ty 110 OTHOIIEHUIO K CBOEM cecTpe. MeHs 3To
YOUBUIIO.

Makc HaXMypHJICS ¥ OTBETHIT:
— Trl HeIpaBUIIBHO MEHS MTOHSI. S TPOCTO He X04y, YTOOH IIJIaHbl UMIIEPATOPa MOTEPIIe/In Heyaayy.
YcnbiaB 970, ABanbTa YIBIOHYJICS U CKa3at:

— ITouemy THI TEOE HE BOCIIOIH30BATHCS ITUM IITAHCOM, YTOOBI HaTafUTh OTHOIIEHHUS CO CBOEH
cecTpou?

Kaxk Tonmpko IIPpO3ByYaJik 3TU CJIOBA, I''Ta3ad Maxkca 3ajiejeHeu.



— Ecnu TH 3aBTPa JOIIYCTHIIb OI.T.II/I6Ky, HallieMy COI03y IIPHUOET KOHEeII.
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HakoHell-To HaCTynul ieHb IIePEMOHKY COBEPIIEHHOIeTUs prHIlecckl. CeronHs beaTpuc, IaBHY0
TePOHMHIO TOPXKECTBA, TIIATEIbHO HAPSKaIk TOPHUYHEIE.

"HakoHeIn-TO HaCTYNHUJI MOU IeHb COBEPIIEHHOJIeTHA. f MOCTEelIeHHO HauuHal HepBHAYATh" .

C ognoit cTopoH: beaTpuc Hagesiach, UTO 3TOT ieHb HUKOTA He HAaCTYIIUT, a C APYroi Xmana ero ¢
HETEPIIEHUEM.

"CeropHs s cMory yBuUOeThcs ¢ [Ixkybenuan!"

Cama Toro He 3ameyasi, beaTpuc Hadana ynebaThCcs. [OpHUYHBIE, KOTOPHIE TOMOTAIX ef 0JIeBaThCH,
CMESUINCEH U O0JITaIH.

— {1 HUKOr[a Ipexae He BuAela MIPUHLECCY B TAKOM IIPUIIOAHATOM HACTPOEHUH.

— MHe Bcerga Ka3ajoch, YTo NpuHIlecca OyneT 6JIucTaTh Ha CBOE [ePEMOHUY COBEPIIEHHOJIETHS.
Ycneias ux pa3roBopsl, beaTpuc cierka KaluisgHysia U cKa3asa:

— 4 Bac cbImy.

BeaTpuc elrie HEKOTOPOe BPeMs C yIBIOKOM HaOmogaa 3a TOPHUYHEIMU, HO TOTOM IIOCTEIIEHHO
IPUYHEIIA.

"B nocnegHee BpeMs MOsI MaTyllIKa 4eM-TO 3aHATa?"

BeanI/IC BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO €€ MaTh He BHI3LIBAJIa €€ K cefe Kak MHUHUMYM HECKOJIBKO OHEH, u
ITOYYBCTBOBaAJIa COXKaAJIEeHHE.

— Baie BEICOYECTBO, BaC OXUJaeT HaCJle[HbIH IPUHII.

YcrnblaB [OHECUINICS CHapyKU I'0JI0C, TOPHUYHEIE BHE3AITHO 3aXUXUKaJIH.

— Kakoe mpekpacHOe yKpallleHUe [JI5 LIePeMOHUY COBEPIIEHHOJIETUS IPUHIIECCHL.
— O yewMm BB roBOPUTE? — clipocuiia beatpuc.

— Hacnepnsri npusil. OT ero Iuila HeBO3MOXKHO OTBECTH T'JIa3, — THXO0 OTBETHUIIA ed opyras
CIyKaHKa.

Ycnwimas ato, beaTpuc HaxMypuIiacse.
— l'oToBO.
B 3epkane oTpa3unach HapspgHasa purypka beatpuc.

"Tla, aTOr0 JOCTaTO4YHO. Tak s CMOTY IIpHBJieYh BHUMaHUE, faxke HaX0oOsch psigoM ¢ [Ixybenuan", —
IOBOJILHO ITOAyMaja OHa.

— Baire BbICOYECTBO, BH YK€ 3aKOHUMIM IIPUBOIUTD Ce0s B IOPSIHOK?



YcnbllilaB HannOMUHAHNE CIIy2KaHKH, BeanI/IC BCTaJla CO CBOEro MecCrTa.

"UTO K, eCliu MHe BCe PaBHO IIPEJICTOUT Yepe3 3TO MPOMUTH, Nydlne OyAeT MOKOHYUTD C 3TUM
moOrICTpee".

[TpencnonHUBIIKCE PELUIMMOCTH, beaTpuc OTKpEHIIa ABEPD U Cpaly XKe IMUPOKO paclaxHysa Iiasa.
"MakcuMunuaH, TH IIPOCTO HEHOPMaIbHEIH!

LlepeMoOHUST COBEpPIIEHHOIETHS ORIBAET BCETO Pa3 B XKMU3HH, a ee CBOJHEIN OpaT coOparscs
COTIPOBOKIATH €€ TyMa B YePHHIX [IOCIIEXAX.

Koneuno xe, beatpuc 651710 OBl TOJIBKO Ha PYKY, eciu OBl TOCTPajalia pemyTaius ee Opara.
[Tpo6eMa 3aKi049anach B TOM, YTO IMOCKOJIBKY Cedac OH OBLI ee TTapTHEPOM, €€ IOCTOMHCTBO TOXKE
TI0CTPAAaso OBl OT €T0 BHIXOOKH.

Ha MruoBenue beaTpuc oxBaTula IaHUKa ¥ OHa ITogyMasa: "Heyxkenu 3To ero MecTs 3a TO, YTO Ha
npomioM 0aHKeTe KU3-3a MeHSI OH 0OKa3aJiCs efUHCTBEHHEIM 4eJI0BEeKOM B Macke?"

Beatpuc 3agpoxkana. KTo Mor oXkunaTth, 4TO ee 3JI0M YMbICEJT OMHaXK Okl BhHfeT el 60KoM. [1pu
MBICJIA O TOM, YTO €} MPEOCTOUT MOSIBUTLCS C HUM B TAKOM BHUIEe Ha IIpa3gHUKE, Y Hee HanpsAariaoch
BCE TeJIO.

"YT0 Ke MHe Telepb genaTs?"

Eit xoTemoch GbI BOBCE 0TKA3aThCs OT CIyTHHWKA Ha BeYep, HO eCITH 3TOT Mep3aBell TBePAO PEeLIwI
TIOWTH C HeH, OH HEeIIPEeMEeHHO TaK U IOCTYIIUT.

"A Bedb 9TO eQUHCTBEHHAS IIEPEMOHMS COBEPIIEHHOIETUS B MOEH XKU3HU..."
BbeaTtpuc npuiiina B OT4asgHUE.

— Bame BBICOUECTBO, MTOXKATyHCTa, TPOCHUTECE.

Ycnelnas ronoc ropEMYHON, beaTpuc ucnyrasHo OTKphUIa riasa.

IIqTO?II
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