«HeT HUYEro MpUsTHEE [ MEHs, YeM BO3MOXKHOCTh YBUIETh, KaK BHl HaCJIaXkaeTech MPEeKPacHOH
TIOTOMIOM, KOTOPYIO MOXKET MPEAJIOKUTh 3TOT OCTPOB».

T'onoc cTpaxa OBUT IOJIOH capKa3Ma, ¥ M3TT He YIOCYKHJICS OTBETHUTb.

BepHyBuIKCh Ha 0OCTPOB, M3TT Gosiyica pa30uBaTh KakKoi-11u00 IOCTOSHHBIM JTareps. Eciiu OB KOT OBIT
eOUHCTBEHHOM YyIPO301 Ha OCTPOBE, Y HETO MOTJia OMTh 3aIporpaMMUpOBaHa IporpaMMa OpoguTh
BOKDPYT ¥ UCKATh €T0. YYUTHIBAS €TI0 CIIOCOOHOCTE UyATh €T0, CYIIeCTBOBAJ PeasibHbIA PUCK, YTO OH
HaleT narepb, KOTOPHIM pa30un MaTT, ¥ CHECeT ero.

MaTT GBI YBEPEH, YTO CMOXKET YHTH [0 TOT0, Kak KocTekoT moGepeTcs mo Hero. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH
MOT CITBIIIIATh KOTa, la’ke eclu Cmaj. JTo OBIIO He COBCeM CKPHITHO. Ho GexkaTh u yTH CO BCEMHU
CBOMMHM BeIllaMK — 3TO [B€ Pa3HbIe BEIly, U OH He XOTeJI TePSTh Kydy PecypcoB u3-3a KoMGopTa.

K coxkaseHuto, B OTIHYKE OT ITOBEPXHOCTHU ["alin, B 9TOM mofi3eMesbe Oblsla IOrofa. B maHHBIM
MOMEHT 3aBbIBaJl BETED, U I JOXKAb He XyKe 3eMHBIX yparaHoB.

Crauarna goxab OblT IPUATHEIM. Y MaTTa ObUT OPYT U3 APH30HE, KOTOPHIX KaKOe-TO BPeMs CTOSJI Ha
yIIUIE MOJ MOXKOEM IIPH KaxXKI0#i BO3MOXKHOCTH. OH KaXXKOHIH pa3 IIPOMOKas Kak uguot. Torga Matt
He TOHUMaJI TI0YeMY, HO Teleph MoHsI. JItobast cMeHa MBITBHOTO U CYXOro Bo3fyxa Obla xopoia. ToT
daxT, 4To OB ellle ¥ CMeHa [HS U HOYH, TOXKe OB XOPOIIL.

Ho 3TOT MO3UTHBHEIN HACTPOU MPOIJIMIICS MUHYT [ECSTh, TIOKa OH OKOHYATENIbHO He IIPOMOK. Temephb
OH y2Ke HeCKOJIbKO YaCOB OBIJI IIOJTHOCTHIO H30UT BETPOM U HOXKIAEM B TEMHOTE, ¥ OBIJT TOPa3o MeHee
pai 9aToMy.

OnexkyH HakOHeL 3aroBopuil. M3-3a OrpOMHOM CHUJIBI IITOPMa OHa Ka3ajlaCh MEHbIIEe, YeM PaHblIle,
XOTS Ka3aJIoCh, YTO Ha Hee He MOTYT IIOBIUATh TaKue BeIY, KaK BeTep WiIu OoXab. «MTak, KakoB
nnaH? Mul 6yieM IPpOCTO CHOETh U CMOTPETh, HACKOJIbKO TH HecyacTeH? Brl, HaBepHOE, COTTIaCUTECH,
YTO YOUTH 3Ty LITYKY IPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO.

M>sTT He 00s13aTenbHO OBLT HEe corylaceH. «Kak KTo-To MOT yOuTh 9Ty MTYKY? [Jaxke B KomaHae? OHO
orpoMHoe. fI He Mory cebe IIPeNCTaBUTh, YTOOH KTO-TO MOET0 YPOBHS 3TO BAAEPKaJl.

— Ox, mo-pa3HoMy, — GBIPKHYJ CTPaX, — PaHbIIe 3TO OblyIa Iiejas mjaaHeTa ¢ OubnIuoTeKaMu 1
mKOIaMHu. Bl Morni OBl POiTH 00y4YeHMe, Tpexkie YeM BOUTH B 9TU IIOA3EMEITbS, €CJTH TOJIbKO OHH
He ObUTH HOBBIMH. A HOBBEIE OBIIIH PEIKOCTHIO.

«3HQUUT, B 3TOM €CTb II0BOX? Packaxu MHe.»

— YecCTHO TOBOPS, g HE 3HAI Kak.

«f oTmam KoMaHZy...»

«$1 medCTBUTENIBHO He 3Hal0», — IIOCIeIIHO 0o0aBuI CTpaxk, — «3ITO He s TeOs1 06MaHbIBal0, 3TO
cucreMa. Y MeHs [JOJIKHO ObIJI0 OBITE HEKOTOPOE BPEMS /151 PA3MUHKY, YTOOBI TPOBECTHU
MCCTIeflOBaHKe U MOIYYUTh HEKOTOPYI0 HH(GOPMaIHio, KOTopasi MOXKeT BaM NMOHanoOUThCs. f 3TOro He



Y3HaJl, Y9YUTBIBAs, 9TO IIJTaHETAa MEPTBa U BCE€ TAKOE. EcTs MHOTO Bemeﬁ, KOTODPEIM Y MEHA JaXKe He
OBITI0O BO3MOXKHOCTH HAY4YUTBCA».

MsTT crenan nmay3y, Ipexye 4eM OTBeTUTh: «KaxkeTcs ynoO6HBIM. [ToueMy cucTeMa IIpPoCTo He
BHe[IpHuia Te6e BOCIIOMUHAHHUS O IMTOA3EMEeJThIX?»

«41 He myMmaro, 4To OH 3HaeT. CucTeMa I0BOJIbHO MOIIIHAs, HO OHa He BceBenyIas. Lenb OeKyHOB He
TOJIBKO B TOM, YTOOKI COCTABUTh BaM KOMIIAHUIO, HO ¥ B TOM, YTOOHI CHSITh C CUCTEMEI paboTy. OH He
OTCJIeXXKMBAET BCE U3MEHEHUS Ha KaXK[oi MiaHeTe. BeposiTHO, MMEHHO IT03TOMY BHI 3[eCh. OH
PACCYHUTHIBAJ, YTO g Y3HA10 000 BCeM, YTO MPOUCXOOUT, U moMory Tebe. Tak 4To IPOCTO OH He
IIPOBEPSLII, — TOXKaJ IJIeYaMy CTPak.

MaTT HaxMypuics B TeMHoTe. OH MOT MPeNCTaBUTh ce0e HeKOTOPhIe CTPATeTH! U3 BUNEOUTD,
KOTOPHIE TI03BOIMITN OBl KOMaH/Ie KaUTUTh O0JIBIIOE, HEYKITIKO0€e JKUBOTHOE, TaKoe Kak KoCTsHOi
KOT, HO Y HEro He OBIJIO [JIs1 3TOT0 HUKAKUX CIIOCOOHOCTEN. PaHblne oH ene o0orHa ero, 6aromgapst
MaHEeBPEHHOCTH, HO ¥ HETo He GBIIO MIaHCOB ITOBTOPHUTD 3TO, HAHOCS IO HEMY yaapH. [[axke eCiu Ol
OH MOT, Y Hero He OBIIO OPYXKHUS HalbHero 005, MHCTUHKTH BEIXKUBAHUS aBaIK eMy HH(POPMALHIO O
TIpalllax 4 3JIeMEeHTapHBIX JIyKax, HO OH HUYEero He MOT CHejaTh, YTOOH JaXe Imolapanarth ero.

OH gyman 00 3TOM HECKOJIKO YacCOB, IIPeX/e YeM [0XKIb HaKOHEeIl HeMHOT0 yTuX. HakoHel-To oH
MOT TocraTh. [IoHMMas, YTO OH He MOOUIICS GONBINKUX YCIIEXO0B, OH IMTO3BOJIUI 6€CCO3HATETEHOMY
COCTOSIHMIO B3ITh Hafl co60¥ Bepx. OH momymaeT 00 3TOM 3aBTpa.

MarTa pa3byaunio He cojHIle UK 0€3yMHBIM KOCTSIHOM MOHCTP, MTPOOMPaBIINCS CKBO3b IEPEBLS, a
HEUYTO MeHbIllee. Boaneke OH yCIHIAI KaKOe-TO XHEIKaHbe, CIIOBHO PaHEHOEe XKUBOTHOE, IIONIaBIIIeE B
kKankaH. OH ellle He BULEJ HA OCTPOBE HUKAKOW OUKOU IPUPOME], HACTOIBKO, YTO SyMaJl, 9YTO TaM
B0OOIIle He Ha 4TO 6usio cMOTPeTh. YTo OBl TaM HU OBLIO, OHO, BEPOSITHO, ©UMeNI0 OBl OTpaHUYEHHYI0
IUIIEBRYIO0 LIEHHOCTh, HO OH He MOT 3aMaHuTh 3TuM KocTsaHoro Kkota. OH IOTHSICSA U Hayasl MOJI3TH K
VCTOYHUKY IIyMa.

OH OBIJT HACTOJIBKO CKPBITHHIM, HACKOJIBKO MOT. Ecyu OB 9TO AEHCTBUTEILHO OBIJIO paHEHOe
JKMBOTHOE, eMy IIPUIIIOCh OBl OBITH OCTOPOXKHEIM. EC/iM aXke KpbiCa MOTJIa €ro PaHUTh, TO JKe caMoe
MoOTrJI0 OBl CHeNaTh U 1I000€e 3almaHuKOBaBIee XKHUBOTHOEe. EMy IPUIIJIOCH HAHECTH BHE3AIHYIO aTakKy,
yTOOBI He TOJTbKO U30€eKaTh yKyca, HO ¥ He OaTh XKUBOTHOMY yOexkaTb. OH MOT OCTABHUTD CJIeT U B
KaKOW-TO MOMEHT IIPUBECTU KOCTIHOIr0 KOTa IPsMO K HEMY.

Crernc okynuics HeoXUgaHHBIM 06pa3oM. Korga MaTT BEICKOYHII U3 KYCTOB, €TI0 BCTPETU HE BUT
KPOBOTOYAINEH TUKOTO XKHUBOTHOTO, @ MaJIeHbKas rojorpaduyeckas feBoYKa, KOTopasi, phimas,
cTapanach, HO 6e3yCIelHo, He U3[aBaTh HU 3ByKa. Eif ObIs10 OB TPYAHO HE 3aMETHUTh, KaK OH
BBIPBAJICS M3 TEMHOTHI C HOKOM HArOTOBE U IPUTOTOBUJICS HaHECTH yaap. OHa BCKPUKHYIA
OTOIIJIa B CTOPOHY, B TO BpeMs KaK MOTT TILIETHO MHITAJICS OCTAHOBUTLCS B BO3TYXE.

— YTo, 4epT BO3bMHU, THI [ejlaelllb, TyIula?

MaTT HOCMOTpET Ha CBOY HOXK, KOTOPEIM BCe ellle fepkan B pyke. OH nmogaBul pediiekc, YTo6k
CIIPSTAThb €ro 3a CIMHOM, KaK BUHOBATHIN MYJ/IbTUIIIMKAIIMOHHBIN IePCOHAXK, ¥ B UTOTE HEJIOBKO
CIIPSITAJI eT0 B HOXKHAX, TOKAa CTPaX CMOTPEJI Ha HETO.



«4 9TO-TO ChblllIal. A myMajl, 4TO 3TO XXUBOTHOE. A MpUIles MOCMOTPETh, YTO 3TO TaKoe,» — CKalall
MoaTT.

— ¢ He 3HAa0, 0 YeM ThHI TOBOPUILL, — (PHIPKHYJIA CTpaXKHUIIA, [elasi BUM, YTO He BEITUPAeT ria3a. «fl
IIPOCTO IBITAIOCh OTBIEYLCS HA HECKOJIBKO MUHYT OT TOTO, KaK THl AeJlaelllb TTYIIOCTH U MbITaellbCs
He OBITb YOUTHIM».

MSTTy On110 ORI JIETYEe el IIOBEPHUTE, €ClIn OBl OHA SIBHO HE IILITAJIaCh CoepzXKaThb BCXJIUIIBIBAHUA. U
CHOBaA OIIBIT €T0 IINIEMAHHUIIBI X IIJIEMAHHWKA B IIPDUCMOTPE 3a OETEMHU Oall eMYy MYAPOCTE,
Cl'IeI.[I/I(bI/I‘-IHy'IO [J1s1 KOHKPETHOI'O CI€Hapusi. Kaxpgrii KyCO4Y€K €ro0 OIIbITa II0OJCKa3kIBaJl EMY, YTO OH
H€ TOJIBKO MMeEJI IeJI0 C KEM-TO, KTO IIBITAJICA CKPEBITh, YTO IIJIa49€T, HO ¥ CMYIIAJICA 3TOTO.

«Ilocnymay, HU4Yero CTPaIIHoOro, eCiiy TH Ilavells. ETo..."

«$1 He mTakama».

"Xoportmo. Ecnu MBI coGrpaeMcsi MyTeIIeCTBOBATh BMECTE, BO3MOXKHO, MBI CMOXKEM IIOTOBOPUTH O TOM,
YTO YyBCTBYEM».

“HeT."

M>STT OBIJI TOTOB ITPOMOIXKATh MOMBITKH, XOTS CTPaXKy OH, T0X0XkKe, He HPaBUJICS, OH He JKeJal
IIOMOTaTh U, Ka3ajoCh, MOIyYas UCKPeHHIOIO PafoCTh OT IIEPCIIEKTUBEL €T0 CMEPTH.

W, KoHEeYHO, OHa BCe BPeMs MeHSI OCKOPOJIsieT ¥ HaXOOUTCS 3[[eCh TOJILKO ITOTOMY, YTO Y MEHS
CIy4YalHO 3aKJ/II0UeH KaKou-To pabCKuM KOHTPAKT Ha Hee. «Ho OHa — BCe, UTO Y MeHS eCTb», —
oyMaJl OH.

«%1 He caMBIf TydLIUH B OOIIEHUY C MaJeHbKUMHU OeTbMU. Ho 5 X04y ITOMOYb».

Bunumo, 9T0 mepemnuio Kakyio-To 4epTy. CTpakKHHIIA BHE3AMMHO BCKOYHUIa Ha HOTH U GPOCUIach Ha
HETO0, ThIYa MaJibIleM eMy B TDYIb.

«XoyelIb TOMOYL? [ledCTBUTENLHO? [I0TOMY YTO g yXKe pacCcKa3all BaM, KaK 3TO CHesaTh. Tkl
MOZKEIIlb OCTaBUTh MEHS B MMOKOe. Thl MOXKEIIb IeaTh TIIYIIOCTH, KOTOPBIE XOUelllb, He 3aCTaBIsAsI
MeHS UATHU C TOOOM. VMK TH MOXKEIIb... yMepeTh? 3To Toxe Obls10 O xopoto. Tebe Boob1ie
TIPUILIOCh YMEPEeTh, YTOOH! MOMACTh Clofa, BepHO? Y Tebs yKe MOJIZKHO €TO XOPOIIO ITOIYYaTCs».

"Een..."

«He, a11. { momXeH cnenoBaTh 3a TOOOM OBCIOAY. OTO OTCTOM. THI IONHEIHM 0TCTOM. Ho 5 He Xx0uy
CITyIIaTh, KaK TH UT'Paellb B IICUXUATPA-IIOOUTENISI C KEM-TO, KTO IIPOCTO IILITAJICS IPOBECTU [IECATh
MUHYT BaJu OT TBOETO Xpara».

MsTT 3HaN, KOTHa OH IPOUTPUBAJI, U OH He IpuHec 01 cebe HUKAKOM M0JIb3kl, PA303JIUB CBOH
€OVHCTBEHHbIN HafleKHBIM UCTOYHUK MHPopMaluy o Mupe. OH nogHsn 06e pyKu TafoHSIMU BBEPX:
«Xopotuo, 1 noHan. Mae xanb. CHOKOMHOU HOYH."



[ToGeXneHHEIN, OH BEPHYJICS B TEMHOTY ¥ HAIlle]l APYTOe AEPEBO, K KOTOPOMY MOKHO OBIIIO
IPUCIIOHUTHLCSI. HeKOTOpOoe BpeMsi OH He CIiasi, MPUCIYIIUBasiCh, He 3aliadyeT I OHa CHOBa. JInubo
OHa 3TOro He caenana, 1100 OHa YCBOMIAa YPOK BCIIYX, IIOTOMY YTO OH HUYEro He yIoBul. Yepes
HEKOTOPOE BPEMST OH CHOBA 3aCHYJI ¢ 00pa3aMy IIa4yIIuX JAeTel U TaHIYIOUIMNX TUTaHTCKUX KOTOB B
TOJIOBE.

Ha crepyioliee yTpo OH COCTaBUI HEYTO IIOX0XKee Ha IJIaH. ITO OBbIJT He 0YeHb XOPOIIUY IIJIaH, HO OH
HayaJ II0J03peBaTh, UTO ¥ HEro HeJJOCTaTOYHO UHCTPYMEHTOB, UYTOOH OpraHu30BaTh YTO-TO XOPOIIIEe.
WM3-3a OTCYTCTBUS BapUAHTOB C BEICOKOM BEPOSTHOCTBIO YCIIEXa EMY IIPHUIIIOCH HOBOJIbCTBOBATHCS
BelllaM¥, KOTOPhIe BIIOJIHE MOTJIH OBl cpaboTaTh, eciii OBl BCE CIIOKMIIOCH MTPaBMIbHO. OH COTIaCUTCS
Ha YTO-TO, YTO YBEJIUYHUJIO €TI0 IIIAHCH OT BEPHOM CMEPTH [I0 BO3MOXKHON CMEPTH.

HaiiTu manKy, KoTopas nogoiia Obl i eTo IjaHa, OblJI0 HECTTOKHO. [lepeBbs B Jiecy ObITu
CTapHIMH, ¥ HA OCTPOBE MY/ CUIbHBEIN BeTep. [T0BCIOMY BaJISIMCH YIIaBIIKE BETKH, TaK YTO HAWTH
TOIXOMSIIYIO MaIKy OBIJIO TOCTATOYHO IIPOCTO IPOTYJISITHCS U IPOCMOTPETh Pa3INYHbEIe KYCKH
IepeBa, MoKa OOUH M3 HUX He 0Ka3aJICsS MOCTATOYHO IMPSIMEIM U TOJICTHIM, YTOOBI ITOAXOOUTh [JIS 9TOH
3amaden.

HaiiTu KaMmeHb 0OKa3asiock TpygHee. OH BUIEI OeCSITKH, KOTOPHIE BHITIISAEH IIJIOCKUMY U
IOCTATOYHO IIMPOKUMHU, YTOOE paboTaTh. Ho mocie Toro, Kak uxX BHIKOIAJIM U3 3€MJIH, BCE OHU
OKa3aJIuCh He TOro pa3Mepa u GOpMEI, YTO CHeIalo UX HEIIPUTOOHBIME [JI ero 3afayu. [Ipoino
HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, Ipexkie YeM OH HallleJl TOT, KOTOPHIH O1arogaps KaKon-To 3p03un uMeln GopMy
TUTAHTCKOTO0 HAKOHEYHHMKA CTPEJTHL.

OrmekyH OTCYTCTBOBaJI Ha 3aHATUSIX MJTTa, ¥ OH He CTall ee UCKaTh. BHII0 0UeHb MHOTO MECT, Ky/ia
OHa MorJa nmoiTu. OH OBLI He MMPOTUB [aTh €l HEMHOI'0 MECTa II0CJIe TOT0, YTO IIPOU30IIIIO IPOIITON
HOYBIO.

K TOMY BpEMEHH, KOT'ld OHa HAaKOHEII BOIIIIa 06paTHO, OH YK€ ITOYTH 3aKOHYHUII ITPUBA3BIBATE KaMEHDb
K BeTke. OH B 0UepeqHo pa3 OblI O1aromapeH CBOeMY MHCTHHKTY BHIXKHBAHMWS. [IpUBSI3aTh KAMEHb K
IIaJIKe 0Ka3aJioch HAMHOT'0, HAMHOT'O CJI0KHEee, 4YeM Ka3ajI0Ch, 0COOEHHO eCJTi BaM HYXKHO, YTOORI OH
OCTaBaJICSI TaM, HECMOTPS Ha JIto0ble 3710yIOoTPebIeHus.

[Tomoiifisi, OHa OTKAIIIANIach: «XM, S BUXKY, ¥ TeOS TaM KOIIbe».

«Jla, IOYTH r'OTOBO», — OTBETHJI MOTT, He IogHUMas I'1as.

«$ momXKeH oTHATh MOJIZKHOE BAIlMM CUCTEMHEBEIM HaBBEIKaM. JTO BRITVISOUT IIOUTH KaK HACTOSAIIAS
BEIIb».

MoaTT 3aTAHYII IIOCJIIEOHIOI0 YaCTh BEPEBKH, a 3dTEM 3aBA3all €€. OH B34n WHCTPYMEHT U Caejiall
HECKOJIBKO HpOGHbIX B3MaXO0B, U OBIN YOOBJIETBOPEH, KOT'Jd KaMEHb OCTAJICA IIJIOTHO IIPUXKATHEIM K
OEPEBY. OH HeCKOJIbKO Pa3 BOTKHYIJI €TI0 B 3€MIJIIO C TEM 2K€ PEe3YJIbTAaTOM.

IIa, aTo cpaboTaer.

«OpHa mmoxast HOBOCTb», — CKasall cTpax. «Hy, meliCTBUTEIbHO IBa. Bo-TIepBEIX, HU B KOEM Cllydae
KaMeHb He MOXKeT ObITh HaCTOJIbKO OCTPHIM MJIM HaCTOJIBKO TBEPALIM, YTOOBI TOPAHUTh KOCTSIHOTO
TUTDPA.



"Cormnaces." HecrtocoOHOCTh M3TTa CIIOPUTH 10 3TOMY BOIIPOCY, Ka3aloCh, HA MTHOBEHUE cOula ee C
TOJIKY, HO OHa TIPOMOJIXKMIa. «Bo-BTOPHIX, Haxke eciau OBl 3TO OBIIO BO3MOXKHO, Y BaCc HET
BO3MOXKHOCTHU ITO0OPATHCS HOCTATOUHO GJIM3KO MJIX HAHECTHU TOCTATOUHO YAApOB, YTOOR!
YHUYTOXKUTE ero. ITo 6e3HafeKHOe [eso».

«$1 ¢ ToOOM LIEeTMKOM U IOJIHOCTBIO COTJIaceH». MITT B35I7T CBOE TBOPEHUE U elle HeCKOIbKO pas3
COTHYJ COeIMHEeHNe MeXIy KaMHEeM U IMTaJIKOM, IPOBepPsis, YTOOH OHO OBIIO 3aKPEIIeHO HACTOJIBKO
XOPOIIO0, HACKOJIBKO 3TO OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHO. «f] COTTIaceH, YTO B KaUeCTBE OPYKHUS 3TO He TOMOXKET, HO
3TO JIy4llle, 4YeM Hu4ero. M 3mech Bbl HOMYCTUITH OJHY OUTHOKY B CBOEM CYXKIOEHUH.

"Ax, ma? U kakyi?"

MB3TT BOTKHYJI MHCTPYMEHT BHU3 U YIEIOHYJICS, KOTTla OCTPHYE aKKypaTHO BOIIIO BO BJIAXKHYIO IIOYBY.

«JTO He KOoIlbe. JTO JIollaTa.»

BruManue! 3TOT mepeBod, BO3MOXKHO, EIIIE€ HE TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugeT mnepeBop
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