B HameM HOBOM foMe He OBIZI0O HUYET0, KPOMe IIhIIH.

Y BXOmHOM ABEPU 5 CHSAN 00yBb. f CMOPIIXI HOC.

Orers xogus 13 KOMHATHL B KOMHaTy. OH BepHYJICS U IIepecuuTall Halllkd KOPOOKH.
«AWs, MUJIBIN, THI BULEJ, Ky[a OeJiCs IIOCIIeqHUN SIIUK?»

4 cama cuntana Kopobku. Yetwipe. [1aTe. [llecTs. Pa3Be He Ob10 ceMu? d HaxMypui 6poBu. ITO
OBLITO HEIIPABUIBHO. MBI IPHIIIIU C eIlle OMHUM.

4 nopbexkasn K BXOOHOM IBepU Kak pa3 BOBpeMs, YTOOHI YBUIETh, KAK BOOUTENH YXOOUT. 3afHIs
YyacTh QpyproHa Oblsia mycra.

"Het!" { mo3Bonun otuy. "Hero He xBataeTr?"

B roctuno# Ha KopoOKax OBIJTM MapKepoM CJI0Ba «0fexaa», «mocyna» u «Mebenb». B cnambHAX Ha
KOpoOKax OBIJIM CJIOBa «ellle ofexaa», «0yMaru» u «KHUTU». & He MOT yKa3aTh IajiblieM Ha
IIPOTIABIIIYI0 KOPOOKY.

[ToTOM S BCIIOMHHII.
"UepToBa Kopobka!" 1 ymapui KynakoM I10 pyKe.
"4r0?" - mo3Baj MOU Mamna C KyxXHH.

— JleppMoBasi KopoOKa, — B3BOJIHOBAHHO CKa3all si. — TOT, UTO C BelllaMu C Yepaaka, IOMHUIIL? ITO
KopoOKa, KOTOPYIO HaM He XBaTaerT!

4 nobexan BHU3. [1o gopore g CTOJIKHYJICA C KEM-TO.

— IIpocture, oHas nepu? He3HakoMell GBI 0UE€Hb CTApEIM 4e10BeKOM. OH HOCHJI CTPAHHYIO OHOeXk.y,
a Ha BOPOTHUKE Y HETo 0BT BeepooOpa3Hblil BOPOTHUK. dopMa Beepa Oblyla TakXKe Ha Bcex (rarax,
BUCSIINUX 32 IIPefeaMy 9TOT0 MeCTa.

K MoeMy ynuBIeHHIO, B TOCTHHOU OBIZI0 O0JbINe jiomel. Y Bcex OBUIM TEMHEIE T'JIa3a ¥ OOUHAKOBAs
omexma. f MOHATHUS He UMeJl, KTO OHU Takue. f OB yBepeH, YTO paHbIlle X He OBIIO.

— Krt0 T8I, 4epT Bo3bMU? { CIpOCUIL.
Bce nocmoTpenu Ha MeHs. 1 xoTen GexxaTh 00paTHO BBEPX II0 JIECTHHULIE.

[Tama npumen ¢ Kyxau. OH Toxke Obl1 yauBneH. OH OTI0XKUI CBOM MOTYPT U BO3UJICS CO CBOMMU
OYKaMHU.

"KTo THI?" OH CIIPOCHIIL.
A xuxukHyn. ToT XKe Bompoc 3agan!

Crapuk Haxmypuics. "Kak oTell, Tak ¥ goub. 4 riiaBa pofa, u 51 cobupascs MpUBETCTBOBAThL Bac B
HaleM paiioHe. OJHAKO BB, KaXKeTCs, He 3HaKOMBI C BEXK/IMBOCTHIO. A Ballla JOYb, TaKOU
OTBPATUTENIbHLIN SI3HIK M Ha TAKOM MJTafIeHUYeCKOM IIpefiCTaBbTe, KaKOW OHa Oklna Ol B...

"TIpuset!" 4 ckazan. «f He pebeHOK! MHe mouyTy BoceMb! Thl X04elllb CKa3aTh, UTO MbI IpyOrl ? Hy,



ThI rpy0, pa3 npuiten B Hall foM 6e3 CTyKa...»

Orer 3arnymmun MeHs. Ero nuiio 66110 KpacHBIM OT cMyIneHus. — Axaxa! OHa He Bcephe3. Bunute
JIY, TIOKA MBI eXalli ciofia B PyproHe, a 3T0O, KCTaTy, ObINa Takas Joiras Ioe3fKa, OHa IepeHsia
HECKOJIbKO CJIOB ¥ IIPUBBIYEK OT OPYTUX IIyTEUIECTBEHHUKOB B I'PYIIIE, U, KaK BUOUTE, OHU B
HEKOTOPOM POfie MOBNUIIN Ha ee peub. OHa HUKOTA He 3Hajla HA OJHOT0 U3 9TUX CJIOB PAHbIIIE, O
HET, He 3HaJla, WJIM ee MaTh IeJIBIMY OHSIMY YKTalla JIEKI[MK, HO 3HaeTe, YTO BH MoxkeTe [la, meTH B
Hallli OHU y4aTcs ObICTPO. AX, B 1I000M ciIy4ae, s U3BUHSIOCH, U, fa... — OH OCTAHOBUJICS, YBUMEB,
YTO CTAapUK He CITylIaerT.

«IIpocnenu, 4TOOH ee TONpPaBuIu. [eTel Helb3s CbIIATh», — CKa3asl CTapHK.

Mou nama noyecarn ronosy. «M3sunute. {1 He npencraBuincs. {1 Yuuxa KeHra, a 3T0 Mo MajleHbKas
IeBOYKa, A9,

— IlpuBeT... — g CHOBa 3aMoI4ar .

Crapuk cpenan Buf, 4To MeHd HeT. OH CKa3ajl MOeMy OTIy UMeHa BCcex. MoU namna noxajs pyKu U
IIOILITAJICS BCIIOMHUTL BCe MMEHa.

4 cobupancs yiutu. Ho motom st yBUmesn ABYX OeTel B KOMHaTe. [I0CKOIbKY OHU CTOSIIM TaK YOIIOPHO,
s IPUHSI UX 3@ B3POCIIBIX.

[TepBBIM OBIT BEICOKUYM ManbyuK. OH ITOOABUI CMEIIOK, KOTHa MOM OTel] HeITPaBUIbHO PACCIIBIIIAT
uMs. OH OCTaHOBHMJICS, KOT'TIa Ha3BaJId ero COOCTBEHHOE UM,

"... a aToT pebeHoK - Mlucyu. Mnapumi - ceii dyraky, Utauu."
— Illucyu u Utauu. [lousn, — ckasain marma.
B3pociele nouny ganslie.

[TapeHb, KOTOPBIM TOCMEUBAJICS, YBUEI, YTO s CMOTPIO Ha Hero. OH rmomaxasl pyKou. & momaxas B
OTBeET.

Pspmom ¢ HUM ObIN elle ofuH peOeHoK. f ObIT paf ero BUAETH, TOTOMY UTO OH ObIJT HEBHICOKOT'O POCTA,
Kak ¥ 1. OH momxeH ObUT OBITH IPUMEPHO MOEro Bo3pacTa. Korma oH yBumen MeHs, 5 yIblOHyIach. A
HaMesyICs, YTO OH CMOKET ITOTOBOPUTE CO MHOM.

Ho on nipocTo cTosam u cMoTpen. CTpaHHBIN.

IeTu 3mech He TaKue, Kak B cTonuIle. [Joma getu nmogberanau KO MHe C IIEPBOTO B3TJISAAA, U MBI
UTpajy B MSITHAIIKY, UK B Opjla C Kypullel, UK B IPSATKU. [leTel B BaroHe He ObITI0. S CKy4a mo
Urpam C Apy3bsMH.

B3pocible 3aKOHYMIIM IPUBETCTBOBATH Mamny. Ha oOpaTHOM IyTH OHY MTOfAPUIN eMy IogapkKu. Mok
arna IoImpoIIancs. 3aTeM OH 3aKpBUI JBEPh U 3alep ee.

«JH, maro4ykKa?»
"Ma, MUIBINA?"

— MHe OHM He HPaBSTCS, — CKa3aq . — ME MOXeM BepHyThcs? i oberan Malo, 4TO MHI IIOHOEM Ha
IeTCKYIO ILJIOUIAfKY.



— Pa3Be THI He CKa3all eid, YTO MH Ilepee3xkaem?
— Ia. OHa BCe paBHO CKa3ajla MHE U[TH.

OTelw BCTas Ha KOJIEHU PSgOM CO MHOU. «[locnyinaii, joporas, Mbl He BepHEMCs. ITO Halll HOBHII
noM, xoporto? Tak 4To, moxkamyicTa, 6yab Jo0p K 9TUM IiofasaM. Telepb OHU HAIIM COCENU, U OHU
MHOT'0 CHIeJIaJix [JIsT TOr0, YTOOBI V¥ Hac ORI OM. eCJId KOTTa-HuOy/Ib ellle pa3 IpoiieTe MUMO HUX,
moo0eIanTe, YTO MoHIeTe K HUM U U3BUHUTECH 3a TO, KAaK BHI Ce0sl CETOIHS BEeIu».

"Ho-"
"Het, HO!"

" Ho- "

— OOerraelb, mamnoYka? OH CIIPOCHII.

4 mapymncs. "Otnuugo."

«Eme oguo. Hukorma, HUKOI'TIA Gosnblile He TOBOPUTE IIJIOXUX CJIOBY.
— Kaxkue noxue cnosa? 4 cupocu.

«3Haelllb, KaK JepbMO U 4epT...»

"Ox! I1ana cka3an nyoxue crnosa!" {1 XuXuKHYyIa U yKa3aa Ha Hero.

CHGHYIOH.[GG, 4TO g IMMOMHHJI, 3TO TO, KaK Iafa II0BaIuj MeHs Ha IOJ U IOI[eKOTal IMabIlbl HOT. « Tk
MaJIeHbKHM I'eHMH, TH 3HaJl, YTO S Ha 3TO HOH&JIYCB!» Mzl 00a 3aJO0XHYIINCH OT IIBIJIN. MEI CMeSININCE B
obitake. MBI He OCTaHABJIMBAIKCh, ITIOKA MO I1alla He 3aKalllIsICs.

— Tol B OpsAKe, namna?
"Ara." OH cen. 3ateM OH IpeITHYI. — O rocnopu ! OTKyha Bl IPUILLINA?

B KoMHaTe OB TOT ITapeHsb, YTo OBIJT paHbllle, TOT CaMbIl, MOET0o Bo3pacTa. B ero pykax OBIJIO YTO-TO
TKaHeBoe.

«Most MaTh X0TeJIa, YTOOHI 9TO JOCTaBUNIK Te0e», — cKa3all pebeHoK. «OHa xoTesa Okl BCTPETUTHCS C
Ballleil ceMbell, HO y Hee OBIIM ApyTHe Aesa».

[Tama B3si1 mogapok. — CKaXu ei, 4To s CKa3all criacubo, aM...
— WTaunu, — ckas3aj MajJb4yHK.

— BepHo, — cka3an Mou namna. OH MOHIOXAJI yIIaKOBAHHAIM [TOJapoK. "Ji, 3T0 nmedeHbe? 000,
cracubo et otmenbHoe! [laBHEHBKO MHI He €M IPUTMYHOM moMaliHed ensl. Hy, 3To He coBceM efia,
3TO CKOpee JiecepT, HO OH BCe PaBHO FOTOBUTCS AOMa, KOHEYHO, €CJIX TOJIBKO TBOS MaMa He KyIlua
ero B MarasuHe, U, Hy, THl IOHSJ. B mo06oM ciydae, elle pa3 cnacubo. Kcratu, korga... [Tana mogHsmn
B3I, Manbiil ucye3d. "-Thl UAY ciofa..." OH MOBepHYyJCS KO MHe. «Kyaa oH moinen?»

4 moxan nnevyamu. §1 BUeNI TapHs B OOHY CEKYHAY, a B CIIEAYIOUIYIO YK€ He BUOEIL.

COuTHIH C TOJIKY, MOM OTel] CHOBa ITpoBepuJI ABephb. OH Bce elrle OB 3amepT.



B3siB MeHs 3a PyKy, IIala [oBel MeHs Ha KyXHI0. 3a CTOJIOM Mbl Pa3BEPHYIH ITOJAaPOK OT TOTO
maljaHa. ITo OblIa TapesKa C edeHbeM U ¢hapdopoBasi Kykia. S o6HsIa KyKiy.

MEI TakKe MPOIITUCEH 110 TTogapKaM OT APYTUX Jiofe. Y Hac ecTh hapdop, 61aroBoHus, HaCTEHHBIE
CBUTKU U TOHHHI ¥ TOHHEI KHUT.

4 6pocun ouepegHOM KyCOK XjlamMa. «OTH Japhl XPOMEIE».

Orern pyran MeHs 3a TO, YTo s He 6maromapes. Ho u oH myman Tak xke. Bce momapku ObLTA XPOMBIMH,
KpOMe KYKJIbl U TTIeYeHbS.

[TeyeHbKH OBLIH CyIiep BKyCHEIE. ITama OKYHYIJI OJHO IT€YE€HLE B HeJIOGI[eHHBII;I fIOl"ypT.

«ITome3HBl OHU UK HET, HO 3TH IIOJapPKu JOPOru», — CKa3aJl Ilalld. «MBI TOMTXKHBI IIPOABUTH
YBaXKeHHue u CaelaThb TO Ke CaMOoe».

«IToueMy ObI He BEpPHYTh IIOJJapKX Pa3HBIM JIIOASIM?»

"VmuO! S MoKeH ObIT IOMHUTH, KTO YTO majl. O, KTO TaM CHOBa Obin? Smmuo? Uiu 9To 6 EimmHo
¥ 9TOT ITapeHb Tekka..."

A XUXUKHYIL.

HeckonbKo [HeH CIycTs Hallla IIpoliaBIias KopoOKa CTOs/Ia Ha KPBIIblle Halero moMa. Ha KopoOke
Obla 3amucka: «9Ta Kyda Mycopa IPUHA[JIeXKUT BaM?»

MEI pacmakoBaau KOPOOKY C OCTalIbHEIMM BelllaMu. BEITI0 MHOTO pydek 0e3 YepPHUII U CTaphix
6710KHOTOB. BHU3Y OBUIM Bellly, KOTOPEIE ST Iepepoc. MHI pelIuin OTAaTh UX Ha
0J1arOTBOPUTENBHOCTb.

[Tpexkme 4eM MBI BRIIIUIA U3 [IOMa, 5 MOTSHYIACh 3a KYKITO#. f1 momo0uia KyKiTy ¥ Be3[e HOCHIIa €€ C
co0o1i.

[Tama Hec OombIIyI0 KOPOOKY, II03TOMY, KOTHa OH 3ar0OBOPHJI, BMECTO €ro JIUIA g yBUAea KapToH.
— Tol yke gan edd uma? OH crpamuBal 0 KyKie.
4 nmokauyan ronosoiu. "Emie Het."

MBI BMeCTe TYJISIIM 110 PaiioHy. Sl He BEPUJI, UTO 3TO MECTO MOXKeT OBITh Ha TOYU Ke IIJIaHeTe, YTO U
MOH CTapBIH TOM. YIUIIHl ObIIH IMUPOKHMY M YHCTBIMU. Bo MHOTHX TOMaX BHCEJIH KPAaCUBEIE
dbonapuku. Bece 6b110 THX0. ITO OBIJIO TaK HEIIOXO0XKE Ha CTOJNHUIY. B cTONMIlE YIULBL OB Y3KUMU.
KBapTups! Oblid BHICOKMMHU. BEl Bcerpa GymeTe 4yBCTBOBAThH 3allax XKapeHOoW KapTOIIKY HJTH JXapeHOo!
nuiy. He 65110 MecTa, rae He ObI10 ObI MUJITMOHA MUJITMAPI0B YeJI0BEK.

Y BOpOT HAC OCTAaHOBUII OXPAaHHUK.
"Yrto B KOpoOKe?" — CIIPOCHUIT OXPAHHUK.

«0, 3M, HY, MBI TOJIBKO YTO TIEpeexasy Clofa, ¥ y Hac eCTh HEKOTOPEIe BEIH, KOTOphle HaM 6oJblle He
HY2KHBI, I03TOMY MBI COOMpPaeMCs 0KePTBOBATh X 3[EIIHEMY IIPUIOTY. 3[eCh eCTh IPUIOT, BEPHO?»
[Tama OTKJIOHWII TOJIOBY OT SIIIKMKA, YTOOB IOCMOTPETh Ha OXPaHHUKA.

«MBI OTHAUM WX UM 3a Bac», — CKa3aj oxpaHHUK. OH MOTSHYJCS K KOpoOKe.



Moii mamna moIIeBesUICS U YAapuiI KOpoOKo# Ipyroro oxpanHuka. «O HeT, HeT, HeT. Hert, ciacu6o!
M= MOKeM CHeJlaTh 3TO CaMU», — CKa3aJl lama.

«MBI MOKEM [IOCTaBUTH ero 6onee 3hPeKTUBHO, U 3TO OyIEeT HAIlMM yIOBOIbCTBUEM», — CKa3all
oxpaHHUK. OH CHOBA IOTSHYJICS K KOPOOKe.

[Tama cHOBA ymapui KOPoOKOi APyroro oxpaHHuka. « MEl MOXKeM 3TO crefaTh. Bce B mopsiike», —
cKasain marma.

— YBepsito Bac, 4To OH OyIeT JOCTaBJIeH B LIEJIOCTU ¥ COXPAaHHOCTH, — Pa3[paXKeHHO CKa3all
oxpaHHUK. OH cXBaTUJI KOPOOKY. Mo narma OTCTpaHuCs. S XUXUKaJsl, KOrjia B3pOCJible UTPajiv B
nepeTaruBaHue KaHaTa.

"TlocnymmaiTe, MUCTED... Kak Obl BaC HU 3Bayid. MbI C OYEPBI0 XOTUM MOOIMXKE TO3HAKOMUTHCS C
KoHox0#, 1 g X04y IT0Ka3aTh ey 3[OelIHIO KOy, TaK KakK MPUI0T HaXOAUTCS IPSIMO PSLOM C HUM, a
MBI BCE PaBHO HaIlpaBisieMCs Ty[a, MBI IIPUBE3€eM 3TO, criacubo!"

Mo nama BeIATPAl.

OxpanHuK Ol 3071. «[TocmymraiiTe, — cKa3as OH, — MHe OBIJIO TPHKA3aHOo YOemIUThCS, YTO BCe
00BEKTH, KOTOPHIE BHE32KAI0T U BEIE3XKAIOT M3 9TOT0 PaliOHa, HaXOATCS B COOTBETCTBUHU C
IIpaBUIaMu. A Temneps OTHAKWTE MHE 3TOT YEPTOB SAIIUK!»

4 yKa3an Ha oxpaHHUKA. «TBl IPOKIAT!» { axHyIL.
Moii oTery yneibHycs. «Xopolnas paboTa, MUas».
Oxpannuk B3opBasics. "[I0OYEMY ThI-"

"Yro-To He Tak?" HOBHIM I0JI0C BCEX HamyTall.

[To3agu Hac ObUT peOeHOK, KOTOPBIM Hal HaM KYKJTy U IedeHbe. f HUKOTa He BUAes, YTOOH OH
npuiien. OH TOMBKO YTO MOSBUIICS. MHe MPUIIIOCh MPOTEPETh Iila3a.

IIBoe OXpaHHUKOB HAIPSATIKCH. TOT, KTO KpHYas Ha MOETO OTIla, BEITJISIAEN TaK, CJIOBHO €TI0 3aKaju
pyKo¥ B 6aHKE C IeYEHBEM.

"Ax, Utauu. [1oOpeiit Beuep. Bce B mopsimke. Kak moxkuBaeT TBo# oTel?" OXpaHHUK MTOTEP PYKHU, yKe
He OyOy4u TaKUM KECTKUM U 3JIBIM.

Marnsii He MOpPrHYI. «X0poIIo», cka3all oH. «Ho oHY, [10X0XKe, YeM-TO HE[JOBOJIbHEL».
OxpaHHUK QBIPKHYI. — O HET, I IPOCTO O0BSCHSI UM MOJTUTUKY YUuX.

Moii oten] B3poxHy1. — Cyqsi IO BCEMY, MBI He MO3KeM BBIBO3UTD BeIll 3a IIpefeskl OKpyra. Hy
JIagHO, HE CTOUT CIIOPUTh MIPHU AETSX, S MOTY...

— 4 He cnBIIIaN O TaKOM IOJIUTUKE, — CKa3all peOeHoK.
OxpaHHUK B3[POTHYJI. «3TO HOBBEIE IIPUKA3HL...»

— 3HAYUT JIX 3TO, YTO BaM IpUAETCS KOHGUCKOBATL U MOM BeIlu? Markblll IMoKa3aa CBOM PIOK3ak.
«Moti oTell OymeT HeOBOJIEH, €CJIH 5 TIOSIBIIIOCh 6€3 OpyKUT».



"KoneuHo, HeT!" OxpaHHUK OBLI B MOTY.

«Torpma g He TOHKMAIO, IMO4YeMYy 3Ta «HOBAs IIOJIMTUKA» IMMO3BOJISAET MHE ITPUHOCUTE KyHal U
B3prBanBIfI IIOPOIIOK, B TO BPpeEMs KaK OHH HE MOT'YT IIPHMHOCUTH TO, 9YTO KaXKeTCA OOBIYHBEIMU
WTPDYLHIKaMMn». MahIII OCMENUIICH, YTOOBI OXPaHHHK IIPOAOJIZKAJI UOTH.

OXpaHHI/IK CHOBaA 3alluIes. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OH COaJICsa U IIPOIIyCTUII HAC.
Marslll 1m1en ¢ HaMy. MH U TeM XKe ImyTeM.

— IlpuBet, MTaun, BepHO? CKalas Mo otelr. — Cracubo 3a MoMoIIb. BupuTe 11, MBI 3[eCh HOBUYKH,
1, HY, BH OBl y2Ke 9TO 3HaJIM, KakK TJIYII0 C MOEeM CTOPOHHI, pa3 YK BHI ObLJIA TaM B...

«ThI OMKeH OBITT OTHATh eMy KOPOOKY», — CKa3all peOeHOK.

¢ TomHSAT r7a3a OT CBOEM KYKJIBL.

"YTO TH UMeEELIb B BUAY?" — CIIPOCUJI MOY OTEll.

«Brl Moru OBl GPOCUTH €T0, HO BB PeIInIu HecTy Oonbiuil Bec. [Touemy?»

«0O, Ha camMOM fiefie OH JOBOJIbHO JIETKUU, U O B3POCJIOTO BpOae MEHS 3TO He Hpo6neMa. B
OCHOBHOM 3TO IMIPOCTO UTPYIIKH, TAK YTO A OEeHCTBUTEIIBHO HE yCTaHy OT...»

"Tlouemy?" — CHOBa CIIPOCUITI peOEHOK.

[Tama mocMOTpesT Ha Hero CKBO3b OYKH. 51 TOKe OCTAHOBUIICS. 1 MOCMOTPEN TyAa-Clofa MeXIy HUMU
IIBYMS.

— YV MeH$ eCTb CBOM IIPUYHKHEL. THl HE IOHMMaeIlb, 4TO...
"UcnbiTay MeHS."

Moii oten yneiOHYyICS. «[laBaliTe MPOCTO CKaXkKeM, UTO OAapUTh ITOapPKU JINYHO — 3TO TOPas3fo
Oonbiie. Urpymkyn — 3T0 He T1aBHOE. BaxkHO OBITH PAIOM M pas3roBapuBaTh C HUMU. BumeTs ux
yNBIOKY, KOTIa OHM YTO-TO IOJTy4aroT. OHM XOTST MPSMO# JTI00BH OT IPYTOro YejioBeKa. BoT mouemy
MBI [OJIKHEL UATH. BepHo, Aus?

¢l KUBHYJI, IOTOMY YTO MOU ITama Bcerma OB Ipas.
— [ToHsATHO, — CKa3aJl MaJIbIMI.

Kak TonbKo 5 mogyMail, 4To pebeHoK coOupaeTcs CIpOCUTh O0JIbINe, OH yieln. «[IpuioT HaXxOAUTCS
Iasiblle Mo 9To# ymnuie. [IoBepHUTE HAalPaBO BO3Jle KHUKHOIO Mara3uHa, 3aTeM HaJleBO Ha BTOPOM
nepekpecTke. f DOJIXXeH YUTU cerdac».

"0, xopoo. Cracu60!" ckasan Mol oTell. OH ITOATONIKHY MEHS.
«Cmacubo», — ckasar 4.
Mauysliin mocMoTpest Ha MeHsA. — Ee 30ByT YTako.

4 moprayn. "4to?"



"Kykmna."

A TIOTOM OH HCUEe3 .

4 3aKpeIT pOT. Mo oTell IToKadanl I'OJI0BOM.
«3ITO KJIaCCHBIM TPIOK», — CKa3all OH.

4 KUBHYIL.

«OH peaeT 3TO HE B IIEPBBIM pa3».

4 KUBHYIIL.

— Jlymae1s, s1 CMOTY HAYYUTHCS ITOMY?

4 mokayars rojoBou.

«OM, ma nagHo! 4 MOTy OBITH TAMTON-HUHA3S !»
4 cunbHee 3aTpsc ronoBor. OH IOCMESIICS.
«[la, THI IpaB. Y MeHs OyOeT CepoeyHbIN IPUCTYII».

MEI ITocieioBaIy CJI0BaM MajbyuKa. KOHEUHO XKe, MBI IIOTIa/Ii B EeTCKUH oM. YTOo X, mocie
IBafLIATH YKL, MUJUIHAPa TOBOPOTOB, ABYX HAHTO-MTAJIOK, OMHOM OCTAHOBKHY B TyaJleTe U OOHOTO
KBapTaja IPecaeqoBaHus Pa3bIPEHHOT0 MeMyIIKH.

W, KOHeYHO e, MO} I1ala yIaa Ha 3eMJTI0 ITOCJIe TOT0, KaK MPOTAIIKII Yepe3 BCe 9TO KOPOOKY.

B mpuioTe MOero oTiia OKpyxKaju JeTH.

4 mpoBesn co6CTBEHHOE UCCIIeNoBaHue. S CKOIb3HYJI BBEPX 10 JIECTHULIE ¥ Yepe3 KOPUAOPHL. I
3arJISTHYN B KaXKAy0 KOMHATY. BONBIIMHCTBO KOMHAT OBIIM MYCTHL. f OTKPBITI IBEPH B KOHIIE
KOpPHUZIOpA.

B KPOBATKE CHUOEJI MaJIbIII C CAMBIMHA I"OJ'IY6BIMI/I ria3aMu. S OB B TAKOM 6HaFOTOBeHI/II/I, qTo
IMOAIIPBITUBaJI, KOIrma OH I'OBOPHII.

«Hap'to».

4 ornsapmen kKomHaTy. 4 cunbHee 00HSIA CBOIO KyKiy. "dT0?"
— Hapro, — nosTopun Mansiil. OH yKa3as Ha ce0s.

- Hapyro, - cka3an 4. { yKa3ai Ha Hero.

OH KUBHYIIL.

— O, xopomro! Asg3. 4 yka3an Ha cebs.

OH BhITISIAEN COUTHIM C TOJIKY, IO9TOMY 5 CHOBA Ha3Bajla CBoe uMs. "Aus".



Hwuyero.

«Asg3. 4. d Asgs».

Emte Huuero.

— Tet. HapyTo. 4 yka3an Ha Hero. «f. Aiisi». f yka3an Ha cebs.

Mamnei Mmoprayi. IToToM oH yka3a Ha MeHs HanblieM. «Hap'To».

«A? Her, Tl HapyTo. d As5».

"Hap'to!" HapyTo nopnpeirayn. OH CHOBa ¥ CHOBa yKa3biBal Ha MeHd. "Hap'to, Hap'to!"
# omycTui romnosy.

"Aus! I'me TeI? MBI ugeM ceiiyac!" 3BOHMJI MOM IIalla.

YcnpiaB royoc OTia, s BCTall.

— o cBupganusi, HapyTto, — cKa3ay . MeHs MOTSHYI0 00paTHO.

HapyTo BEICYHY PYKYy U3 IIpyTheB. OH XBaTasCda 3a Kpail MOEro KyKOJIbHOTO I1JIaThd.
«JM, OTILyCTU». f OTAHYa, HO OH He X0Tes oTnyckaTh. — [lokmem, HapyTo. MHe HyKHO ULTH.
HapyTo 3ackynun. «HeT».

"d momxken untu ! Crou! Tel mopsemts nnatee!" 9 He MOT OTOPBATH HAJbLIEB OT IJIaThsA. f TOMHYI 10
3eMmyie. — Bo3pmu elrle ogHy Kykiy! 3to mosi, HapyTo!

«As3, KaxkeTcs, S ToBOpusl Tebe, UTO MOETo HET, TOJILKO Hallle». Mo Iarna BOIlesl B KOMHATY.

4 3akaTtun rnasza. — Crnacu6o, A3eH-mana, — cka3an 5. «HapyTo He OTIYCTUT MO0 KYKITy».

« HAPYTO !» Kpuk oTOpocun MeHsl Ha3afl. PsmoM ¢ otiioM Owlna maMa. «OTHa 3To cedac xe!»
HapyTo otniycTun nmopor.

«Boxe MOM, MHE Tak XkKaJjlb, MUCTED Yuuxa. A THl, MajieHbKas [eBOYKa, HaflelCh, THl HE
IocTpafana?» — CIpoCcuiia MeHs faMa. ¢l ymMeHbInuscsa. MHe He IOHPaBUJIOCh, KaK OHa CTOsJ1a Hafo
MHO.

«Bce B mopsake. Masbllll IPOCTO X04YET NMOUTrpaTh C KyKJIoi», — cka3all nnana. OH KOp4Yu CMeIIHEbIEe
pOXU mepen KpoBaTKou. HapyTo paccmesinicsi u CHOBa MPOTSHYI PYKY.

- Ckaxu namnouka , Hapyro.

HapyTto atoro He chenant.

Oten nmpopomKan nonelTKY. "[laBaii. CKaxu marma. [Tama. [TaBai!"
Hama axayna. «Mucrtep Yuuxa!»

— Ia, — cka3an Hapyro.



«Jla! Bot u Bce!» OH nomjekoTtan HapyTo B KuB0oT. HapyTo yman Ha KpoBaTh, XUXUKaS.
"Ha! Dapa!"

Moii mana BcTan. — JJ0MIKeH CKa3aTh, ¥ BaC 3[eCh CMBIIIIEHH pe0eHOK, MIM.

IOama HaxMypuinacsk. «Jla, HapyTo TOYHO... 0COOEHHBII».

"Xoporro, HapyTo. [lafga mokeH UATH ceilvac. BrIIo MPHUSITHO ITO3HAKOMUTHCS ¢ TOOOM", CKasal MOon
mara.

Iama BrITHaIa Hac. [Ipexkme 4eM OHa 3aKpHIIa ABEPS, s OTISTHYICSI. HapyTo Bce ele mepxKai Pyky.
OH BRITTISIIET TPYCTHBIM.

B nopore g gepxan YTako B O0HOU pyKe. B Opyryio s B34 0TLia 3a PYKY.

Iopora oo mKOJIbl Obl7Ia Hemoarod. Bckope MBI IOJOLINIY K 3TaHUI0, KOTOpoe Oblio OebiM. Y Hero
ObLIM KpacHBIe IBEPU ¥ OpaHXKeBas Yepemnulla Ha Kpele. ITO TaKkKe ObIJI0 OTPOMHO. MHe IIPUIIIIOChH
CMOTPETH [0 camoro Heba. OfguH... ABa... TPH... I HacUMUTaJ YeThIpe 3Taxa.

BayTpH Kopumopsl Obiix MycTHL. Ha cTeHe BUCEN «KOmeKC IoBeneHus». [IpaBuna: Hukakoro
CNoHSThCS 0e3 mena. Henb3st pasroBapuBaTh, II0Ka TOBOPUT y4YuTeNlb. HUKaKOTo puCOBaHUS Ha
mapTax. HuKakoii efbl ¥ HallMTKOB BO BpeMs 3aHaTuil. Omo3ganrue HUKOTda He U3BUHSIETCS.
YBaxalTe KaXaoro 1 ero UMyIecTBo .

4 crnotHyn. 4 maxe He 3HAJ, YTO MHOTHE IIPaBuiia BOOOIIE CYIIECTBYIOT.
4 pan oty 6ykcup. «[lama, MHe 00513aTENIbHO CIOfla UATH?»

«Paccnabbcs, Munas», — cKasaj mamna. «IloHadasy B IIKOJIe MOXKeT ObITh CTPAIIHO, HO IIOTOM OymeT
BECEeJI0, BOT YBUIHUIIIbY.

«Ho s HuKOro He 3Ha10. U 9T0 MecTo Takoe 6ombitoe . YTo, eciiu s MOTEPSTIOCh, U HUKTO MEHS He
HalfeT, u 1 yMpy, U TOTHa...»

«0ro, He TO3BOJISIA CBOeMY BOOOpakKeHuI0 pasnrpaThes. Ilocaymai». OH HaKJIOHUJICS, YTOORI
IIOCMOTPEeTh Ha MeHs. «Eciu TH yefelllb, XOTs Obl Ha OOUH AeHb, TO Tebe 60bIlle HUKOTIa He
IPUIETCs BO3BPAIIaThCS Cciofia. Eciu TH 3ax0uellb, TO eCTb. Ho THI foMKeH moobelaTh alre, 9YTo
oIpo0Oyels 3TO MepBEIM. [lal eMy IITaHC».

4 mokayar rojioBou.
— Trl MHe He mOBepseln?
4 KUBHYIL.

«Torma moBeps MHe, 4TO ¢ T00OOI Bce OymeT B mopsimke. 4 Korga-To O peOeHKOM U XOOUII B IIKOTTY.
Mawma Toxke. MBI CIpaBUNIUCh, HE TaK JIU?»

IIHO_II
« W ecnu THI 3TO CHeaelb, TO CeTOOHS KTO-HUOYOb IOTYYUT POKOK MOPOKEHOT0».

«Ho... 9T0 HEecnipaBeauBO! JlafHo, MIOKOIam».



«9T0 Mos Xpabpas meBouka». OH IIOXJIONAJ MEHS 10 criuHe. «[laBai. [Tofigem oTcioma. Y MeHs OT
3TOT0 MYpalllK4 110 KOXKEe».

« TTATIA !»

B cy6060Ty MBI pacriakoBaay IOCaenHue KOPOOKY U 3aKyIUIUCh IPOAYKTaMu. B BoCcKpeceHbe MOEMy
0TIy HYKHO OBIIO Kyaa-To mouTH. OH OCTaBUJI MEHS Ha IOMeYeHNe POACTBEHHUKA.

9TO POOCTBEHHUK IIPHUCIan HaM nedyeHbe. OHa OblJTa OMHOM U3 MOMX TETOK, TeTed MukoTo. OHa Oblna
IOMOXO035IMKOM, TI03TOMY IIpHCMaTpHBaia 3a MHOK. Ee MyXK He BHITJISIAEN CYaCTIUBEIM 10 3TOMY
noBoxny. Ho ero He GymeT moma, KOrfa s OCTaHYCh, TaK YTO BCE B IOPSIAKeE.

TeM yTpoMm TeTst MUKOTO IIPUTOTOBUIIA MHE BKYCHBIM 3aBTPaK. Mbl GONITAmu 3a CTONOM. §1 TI00uII ee.
Ona Bcerma ynei0anach, Kak MOsi MaMa. XOTs 51 ObIJT yBEPEH, UTO Y MOl MaMbl BOJIOCH 00jiee TYCTHIE,
¥ OHa TOBOPHUT rOpa3fo TpoMye.

— Ckomnbko Tebe n1eT, Ast, moporas?

«MHe ceMb C TTOJIOBUHO».

«0? Y MeH$ eCTh CBIH IPUMEPHO TOT0 Ke Bo3pacTa. Ero 30ByT Utauu».

"4 ero 3Haw."

"Brl menaete?"

«Jla, oH TOT pe6eHOK, OT KOTOPOT'0 ¥ MOET'0 OTIIa CIy4YaloTCs CEPHAeYHbIe IPUCTYIIBI».
Yronok ee ry6 gepuyncs. «O 60xke. YTo CTy4uIOCH?» OHA CIIPOCUIIA.

«OH Kakan u3 Huuero! Kak npuBunenue!» §1 moiresenia maabllaMy, YTOO T0Ka3aTh KYTKOCTb.
"9T0 OBITIO CTPAIIHO."

Ona cMmesmacs.

«Tersa?»

«XM?»

«Bormnbimoe cnacubo 3a KyKiIy», — cKa3al 1. f mogHsI YTako ¢ KoJieH.

«Ax! Het npo6niem. Korpa s ycibiiar, YTO B HaIll palioH Iepee3kKaeT AeBYIIKa, 1 mogyMal o Hell. Ee
30BYT YTaKo».

— MmwMm! 4 3Hat0. UTauyu cKa3an MHe.
Ee rnasa pacmupunuce. "OH coenan?"”
— [la. YTak0o — Kpacusoe uMs, TeTH.

Ee nmu1o ctasno po3oBeIM. «Ma, s mymaro, 9To Tak. f He 3Has, uTo UTauyu 3Has. 4 HUKOra HUKOMY He
TOBOPHJI, YTO XPaHIO TaKyI0 CTapylo BEIlb».



«MoxeT OBITEH, OH BUJeJ TeOs ¢ YTako, HO TH He 3HaJjIa, 4TO OH ObUI TaM. OH YacTo Tak AejiaeT».

"MoxeT ObITh." OHa OTKMHYJIa IPSOb BOJIOC ¥ IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha CTOJI. MHe 10Ka3aloCh 3TO CTPAHHBIM.
Osna BHITISIENIa CYACTINUBOW U IPYCTHOU OJHOBPEMEHHO.

«Hy, As13, YTako Teneps TBog. Y MHe XaJjib, 4YTO 3TO TaKas cTapas Bellp. f 3Hal0, 4YTO COBPeMEeHHEIEe
OeTH HI00ST BCe caMoe HOBOE»,

"Oh no, no! I like Utako. I like her a lot. Thank you for giving her to me, Auntie!"

"You are very welcome," she said.

We heard a thump upstairs. Aunt Mikoto ran up. She came back down holding the hand of a toddler.
"Who's he?" I asked.

"This is my child, Sasuke. Sasuke, say hello," she said.

"Hello," Sasuke said.

"Hello," I said.

Aunt Mikoto placed Sasuke down at the table and reached for the cupboards. She filled a cup with
milk from the stove. To me, she asked, "Would you like anything to drink, dear? Tea?"

I shook my head. I did not like tea. Instead, I asked for milk too. She nodded and got another cup.
Sasuke drank. He looked at me and then drank some more.
"Who are you?" he asked after he finished.

Aunt Mikoto answered for me. "Sasuke, this is Ayae. She is our guest, and she will be staying with
us."

Sasuke said nothing.

"Are you still hungry?" Aunt Mikoto asked him.

"No."

"Would you like to go outside and play with Ayae?"

He shook his head.

I pouted. I liked talking to Aunt Mikoto, but I wanted to go outside and play too.
"Where Brother Itachi?" Sasuke asked.

"I'm afraid he's not home," Aunt Mikoto said. "He is training with Father."
Sasuke whined. "I want play with Itachi."

"Why not with Ayae? She would like to play with you."

Sasuke looked at me. "Itachi," he told her.



Aunt Mikoto sighed. "Why don't you go back to sleep, then? I'll wake you up when your brother
comes home."

“Okay.“

The two went up the stairs again. Restless, I climbed off my chair and explored the house. The house
had pretty things. On the wall was a sword. It looked super cool.

"Why are you here?"
I knew that voice, but I still jumped.
"Oh, hi!" I said.

"Ayae's father has kindly asked me to watch over her, and I've agreed. Itachi, why are you home so
early?" Aunt Mikoto stepped off the stairs.

Itachi looked at his mom. "Father sent me to tell you to cancel dinner for today. Instead, he will be
with the officers to discuss their current case. He also asked if you could prepare lunch. There will
be another training regiment and..."

I could fall asleep listening to him talk. Aunt Mikoto's scream woke me up.
"Ttachi!"
"Is something wrong, Mother-"

Aunt Mikoto pulled down his collar. There was a really, really, really nasty bruise on his shoulder.
She caught me staring. "Ayae, go to the kitchen, okay?"

I did as told.

I had a bruise once. I had fallen in a game of chase and hit my knees on the ground. I knew that it
hurts a lot. He must be hurt too. He was not crying though. In fact, he acted like there was nothing
wrong. Weird.

At the table, I played with the rim of my cup.
I could hear them.

"Tell me what happened. Now."

"We were only training..."

"Only training? Only training? I sent my son out there to be under the good care of his father, not to
be beaten to death. When Fugaku gets back, I-"

"Mother, please, I'm fine." Itachi got quieter.
"Come here. Where else does it hurt? You know what, take off your shirt."
"Mother!"

I laughed when Itachi broke into a whine. Curious, I peeked back into the living room. I found them



wrestling on the floor.

"You liar. What is this?" Aunt Mikoto showed his arm to him. I could not see, so I took another step.
The floorboards creaked.

"Ayae! I told you to wait in the kitchen. No matter. Dear, do me a favor and go into the kitchen?
Below the sink, there is a drawer. Inside is a white box. Please get that for me?"

I nodded. Like she said, in the drawer was a box. I pulled the box out and handed it to Aunt Mikoto.
She was still pinning Itachi down on the floor.

"Thank you, dear," she told me with a smile. To Itachi, she said, "Now, you. You will not be leaving
today."

"But Fa-"

"But nothing. Leave, and I will track both you and Fugaku down. Trust me, you would rather anger
him than me."

Itachi listened.

Aunt Mikoto opened the box and got to work. I was fascinated, but Aunt Mikoto told me to not look. I
peeked from the corner of my eyes though. She was rubbing some cream on him. She also got out
bandages.

Done, Aunt Mikoto told him to stay while she made us lunch. She asked me to watch him. I had to
call her if he tried to leave.

I took this as a chance to make a friend.

"Hey," I said.

Itachi did not say anything. He did not even move. Maybe he did not hear me?
I crawled closer and plopped by his side. "Hey," I said again.

He looked at me this time. Then he looked up front again.

Confused, I followed his gaze. He was staring at a wall. I leaned toward him and whispered, "You
know, I don't think the wall is going to move."

He still did not say anything. He was probably shy. There were kids like that back at the capital.
"How'd you get that?" I pointed to the bandages under his collar.

He looked uncomfortable.

"You fall?" I asked.

"No."

I beamed. "I fell once and got a bad booboo," I said. "It hurts a lot, doesn't it?"

"The pain goes away."



I did not know what to say to that, so I talked about something else. "How old are you? I'm seven.
Well, seven and a half."

"I turn eight this summer."

"Cool! Are you going to be my classmate then?"

"Pardon?"

"I'm going to school Monday! I don't want to go. It looks scary. Maybe we can go together!"

I waited for his reply. I knew slow kids needed a lot of time to reply. Either that, or he forgot. I met
kids like that too.

"No," he said.

"What- why? You don't have to go? How lucky!"
"No, I have graduated from the Academy already."
I blinked, confused.

"I'm done with school," he said.

"Oh," I said, disappointed.

I waited to see if he wanted to say anything else.
Nothing.

Talking to this kid was hard! [ missed the capital already. There, the kids had no trouble chatting
with me until it was time to leave.

I thought of something.

"Hey," I said. "What's your favorite color? Mine's yellow. No wait! Green. Yeah, green is pretty. Well,
so is pink. I like pink, too. Oh well, you don't have to tell me if you don't have one. I had a friend who
could never make up her mind, so I know what that's like. Do you have a favorite animal then?"

"No."

"Favorite food?"

He looked at me strangely.
"Flower?"

He stared at me like I was a book. I did not like that, so I turned away. I craned my neck to see what
was going on in the kitchen. Aunt Mikoto was chopping something green. I hoped that was not going
into my lunch. I did not like green foods. I liked the color green. Just not green foods. Maybe yellow
was my favorite after all.

"Why don't you talk to me?" I asked him. "You are boring, you know that?"

"Why do you talk to me," he said.



"I'm asking questions! I want to know more about you!"

"I doubt you care about such arbitrary information," he said.

"Huh?"

He got up.

"Wait, what are you doing?" I asked.

"My turn to pose a question. Would you tell?"

"What?"

"If, say, I left now, would you tell her?" He nodded toward the kitchen.

"I don't get it. Why do you want to leave?" I felt insulted. He was the boring one. I should be leaving,
not him!

"You wouldn't understand. Neither does my mother. So, would you tell her?"

I crossed my arms. "I'm not a tattletale!"

"Good." He walked toward the door.

«TETHA! UTAYU TTBITAETCA BEPHYTBHCA K CBOEMY IIAIIE!» 4 kKpu4an Bo BCIO IJIOTKY.

Wtauu o6epHysncs. OH 6POCHIT ONMH M3 CAMbIX YCTPAIIAIOIIUX B3TJISIN0B Ha CBeTe. MHe X0TeNloCh
BEIOEXKAThH U3 IoMa.

Téts OblTa B KOMHATE, B €€ TJla3ax ropej oroub. — Caiuch, — CKa3aja OHA, yKa3kBas Ha IOJI.
Wtauu coenan. Yepe3 MUHYTY ero cxBaTuil Cacke, KOTOPBIM MMPOCHYJICS OT MOET0 KpHUKa.

WTayu 31miics Ha MeHs. MHe OvlIo Bce paBHO. HacBUCTEHIBasI, ST TOMOT TeTe MHUKOTO IPUTOTOBUTh
obe[ st Hac YeTBEePHIX.

Brl 3HaeTe, KOra KTO-TO pa3fpazxkaeT Bac [0 Y4ePTUKOB, U BHI IPOCTO XOTUTE JaTh eMy OOJIBIIOH,
JKUPHBIN yOap 1o aumy?

Hy, y MeHs ObITT TAaKOY YeJioBeK, U ero 3Banu Yuuxa lllucyu. Mul 1Ny MeHbllle IBANATH MUHYT, U
ObL1 TOTOB OpOCUTE B HEro Mtaun.

— Ia? Oa?

— B nocnenHuii pa3 Het! 4 He 3Hal0 KBafipaTa nupora. f maxe Kpyrible MHPOTU He 060, a OMHU
TONBKO KBafpaTHEHIE.

Cwmescs, lllucyu xnonHym ce0s 10 KOJIeHy. «A KaK HacdeT TPeXCOT IMIeCTUNECATH ONHOM TOYKU YaKphl
B UesioBe4ecKoM Tesie? [1o0 Ha3BaHUIO U MECTOIOJIOKEHUIO?»

4 6vin pa3gpaxeH. [llucyn mpofoKan ClipalliiBaTh ¥ CIpalInBaTh. Ho BCIKuM pas, Korga g
0TBeYaJl, OH TOJIbKO CMESJICS CUJIbHEE.



— Illucyw, s 661 OCTAaHOBUJICS, — CKa3as Urtauwu.

«JlapHo, mapHO. fl nepectany. Teneps CUACT/INB, MTYy4YKa? A €CIU CEPhE3HO, ITOAYMaTh TOJIBKO, UTO
€CTb Yuuxa, HaCTOSIIIMY KUBOW, ObIIIAIINY Y4yUxa , 3TO He YMHUK. THl MHe yKe HpaBulibcsa!» OH
II0XJIOIIAJI MEeHs 110 CIIUHE.

4 He 3Ham, 00UIEeNCs MU 5, T03TOMY ITPOCTO MBIPKHYIT U TOLIEN OBICTPEE.
«9U, CKBUPT!»

U s ue ckBupToBan! {1 He OBUT KOPOTKUM!

"Uro!" { 06epHYyJICS U YBUEI, UTO OHU UAYT II0 OPYIoii Jopore.
«KpacuBoe 3gaHue 00pa3oBaHus BOT OHO !»

4 3acToHa.

[IIrcyu 0CTaHOBUIICS Tepe[ ITKOIoN. «BoT u Mbl! ['OTOBHI K B371€TY, CKBUPT? MK THI XO4YeIllb, YTOORI
MBI ¥ TeOs TpoBesu?»

4 Tonuyn Horamu. «Het! {I Mmory cgenate 3to cam!»

«Xoporuo-xopoiwo! Mucc Yuuxa A3, mopa BEIXOAUTH U3 3Kkcrpecca lucyu-Mrauu! Mu 3aemem 3a
BaMU B YETHIpPe, MJIIOC-MUHYC. EC/iM MBI He NTpuefeM K CEMH, 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO MbI 3a0LIIH, TaK YTO HE
OecroKouTeCh. OKUAAIOMM!"

Yro! Het! Ecnu Gbl OHUM He IPULIUTH, KaK OBl 1 BEPHYJICS JOMOM?
Wrauu trHYN llucyu nokteM B pebpo. «MuI OygeM 37ech B 4eTHIpe Yaca», — CKa3asl MHe Mrauwm.

®y. Ho moToM 1 yBUIEJ ero IPUIONHATYI0 6POBb U CITIOTHYJI. BO3MOXKHO, MHe He CJIe[0Bajio
IIOCTABJISATH €My HEIIPUSATHOCTH BUepa.

«Xm! Yro yrogao!»

I made myself not look back.

"Good luck! Don't forget what eight times three is!" Shisui called out to me.
I got to the door of the school and looked back.

Yesterday, my dad had came back with good news. He found a job! But that also meant he could not
walk me to school or back. Luckily, Aunt Mikoto had set me up with the Shisui-Itachi express. But
now that Shisui and Itachi left, I felt lonely. I wished that they had walked me inside.

No, this was no time to be shy!
I pushed open the door. Bright lights hung above. People moved everywhere. I joined the crowd.

The bell rang. Within minutes, the hallways were empty. I panicked and looked at the note in my
hands.

"106."



The closest classroom had a sign that read 123. The next one was 122. Then 121, then 120.

Oh no. By the time I found classroom 106, the class would be over! Nearby, I saw an older boy. For
some reason, he was not in a hurry to go to class. I tugged his shirt.

"Hi, could you tell me where 106 is?" I asked.

"Where do you think? Down this hall." He jerked a thumb behind him.

"Oh, okay!"

He grabbed my shoulder. "Wait. What is your name?" he asked. He was looking at me funnily.
"Ayae," I said.

"Last name?"

"Uchiha," I said.

His frown grew. "Thought so. Let me see that."

I gave him my note. He scoffed and gave it back to me, turned upside down. "It's 901. Not 106.
Lower floors are for us. Punks like you are on the top floor."

He was right. Turned upside down, the number was 901, not 106. I went red, feeling stupid.
"Thanks."

He chuckled. "No problem. You should hurry up, or you'll be late. Tell me how it goes, okay, punk?"
He patted my shoulder and left. The people here were nice.

I ran back down the hallway. I saw a staircase earlier near the door.

I got the top floor, breathless. I looked and looked, but there was no room 901.

Confused, I peeked through the window of the nearest classroom. Maybe the teacher there would
know where room 901 was.

I slid open the door. The whole class turned to me. To my surprise, the students looked much older.
The classroom was also scary, so huge and spaced out.

"Um, I'm lost," I said.
The teacher put a scroll back down on the podium. He took my note. "How old are you?" he asked.
"Seven." And a half.

He frowned. "This says 106. You are attending the second grade, correct? First and second grade
are on the first floor. The third floor is for the upperclassmen."

I blinked. But the boy I met said the opposite.
"Oh. I'm sorry. I didn't know."

The teacher helped me to the right room. 106 looked friendlier. The room was smaller, and the kids



were my age. Instead of the giant desks I saw earlier, there were round tables. Everyone was
scribbling on papers.

"Pardon, this girl had faulty directions. I will leave her in your care now." The upperclassman
teacher closed the door behind him.

My teacher was an old geezer. He set down his newspaper and squinted at me. "Eh? Girl, are you
Uchiha Ayae?"

The class stiffened. I took a step back at all the glares at me.
"Yes," I squeaked. "I'm Ayae."

"Come here." My teacher waved me over. "You're late. From now on, you are to be here on time,
understand?"

I nodded.

"Class, this is Uchiha Ayae. It's late in the year, but she just transferred from the Fire capital. Please
give her your utmost respect and welcome her," he wheezed.

"Welcome, Uchiha Ayae," the class said dully. Something told me they did not like me much.

The teacher handed me a piece of paper and told me to sit. He did not say where, so I had to choose.
I thought about taking the closest table, but the glares got scarier. At another table, the kids closed
in to block the free seat.

"Another one of you?"

"Here to make us look bad?"

"Why don't you graduate already?"

"Go home!"

Someone threw a paper ball at my head.

The ball bounced off my head and landed at my feet. I got confused, then worried, then mad. I
picked up the ball and threw it back at the boy who threw it. "You're mean!" The ball missed him.

I stomped off. I did not want a fight.

I looked for another table. By the windows, there was a girl with brown hair. She sat next to more
girls. The brown haired girl saw me looking her and gave a small wave. I walked over.

"Can I sit here?" I asked.

The girls turned to the one closest to the window. She had pigtails. The pigtailed girl nodded.
The others scooted over so I could sit with them.

"Hello, Ayae. My name is Tamaki," the pigtailed girl said. "And this is Dai, Setsu, and Ayame."

IIHi.II



"Hello."
"Hi, Ayae."
"Hey," I said.

The table got quiet. Finally, the girls stopped staring at me. They went on to chat about something I
did not understand. The rest of the students looked away too. The teacher read his newspaper.

The worksheet the teacher gave me was math. I breathed. Math. Okay. I knew how to do this.
I poked the girl with the brown hair. "Ayame?" [ hoped [ got the name right. "Can I borrow a pencil?"

Ayame looked like she did not understand me. Then Dai, the girl next to her, nudged her in the arm.
Ayame broke her stare. "Yeah, sure. Here."

Ayame showed me her pencil case. I chose a green pencil with a big eraser on the top and thanked
her.

I began the worksheet.
24+2=

Four.

6+3=

Eleven... no nine.

1+9=

Ten. This was not bad at all.
4x3 =

Twelve?

7x7=

I blinked. Okay, did not know that. Seven times seven meant seven groups of seven, right? On the
corner of my paper, I made tick marks. Then I counted the marks. I lost track the first time I
counted. I got fifty the second time, so I wrote down fifty.

12x11 =
Oh boy. I did more tick marks.
The girl named Setsu peered over my shoulder. "What are you doing?"

Before I could tell her, the bell rang. The pigtailed girl grabbed my wrist. She pulled me out of the
room. "Come, Ayae! It's recess!"

Everyone ran outside. I loved the playground.

"Whee!" I kicked my feet up in the air.



"Ayae!" Dai called. "Want to play hop-scotch with us?"

"Mhm!" I jumped off the swing and joined the girls. Ayame was drawing boxes on the ground with a
piece of chalk. We were about to start when a pebble hit my head. The thrower was the same boy
who threw the paper ball.

He reached for another pebble. I jumped out of the way. "Hey! Stop that!"

Tamaki crossed her arms. "Go away, Ginjiro! Stop being annoying and leave Ayae alone!"
The other girls backed us up. Outnumbered, the boy scowled and left.

"Let's go. It's lunch time," Tamaki said.

"Come with us, Ayae. My mum made me rice balls today. I'll share with you!"

I followed my new friends to the picnic tables. They chatted about television shows and the newest
hair clips.

«W oHu OBUIM TaKKe KpacuBhle. S XOTeJNl KyIuUTh OOWH, HO MaMa CKa3asla HeT. §1 CIpolly Imaty elle
pa3. OH MHe ero Kynut. OH KyIluT MHe BC€, 4TO {1 3aX04y», — CKa3as [au.

«Bel ©MeeTe B BUAY BOT 3T0?» TaMaKu IIOoKa3ajaa HaM 3aKOJIKU [JIST BOJIOC C OOJBIITMMU I[BETAaMHU. « 51
KYIIWJI UX BUepa».

OcTanbHBIE IEBYIIKY CMOTpenu ¢ 61aroroBerueM. [la u Cally CIIOPUIIU O TOM, KTO ITEPBBIM
IIPUKOCHETCS K HEMY.

3BOHOK ITPO3BEHEN CHOBa. MbI BEPHYIKCH B Kj1acc. A cmenan 60mbIyio 4acTh pabodero nucta. EgBa s
3aKOHYMJI, KaK MbI IIOJTy4MIIM ellle OOUH. ITO OBIJIO 110 CJIOBAapHOMY 3aracy. HaM mpuxomuinock
BBINTUCHIBATh KaK[0€e CII0BO MHOTO pPa3. ITO OBIJI0O HECTIOKHO, IIOTOMY YTO BBl HAIMCAJIA TO K€ CaMoe.

[IIkosa Gblyia Hemoxast. MBI ITPOCTO fie/iajiy JIUCT 3a JIUCTOM. YUUTENb YUTall ra3eThl. [Iapy pa3 oH
TOBOPHJI KJIacCy 3aMojidyaTh. Bce 651 3aMomdanu. Ho 3aTeM KTo-To IIIyMeJl, ¥ KOMHaTa CHOBa
IIOrpyzKajach B IMIEMOT ¥ Pa3rOBOPHL.

4 nprcoeguHucs K feBoukaMm. OHY OB 0OYapoBaHBI, KOTAa g pacckasas UM o cromulle. HUKTO,
KpOMe MeHs, TaM paHbille He ObUl. K KOHITy IHS MOM pacckaskwl Cilyliajia Tojmna. MHe 9T0
TIOHPABUJIOCh, 0COOEHHO KOTMla OHU CKa3asu: «YX ThI!» umn «Ax!»

[Tpo3BeHes 3BOHOK. YUYHTEIb OTIYCTHI Hac. OH CKa3asl, YTo He3aKOHYeHHEIe paboyre JIMCTH OBLIH
MOMAIITHUM 3aflaHreM. f He Bo3paxkaJ, TaK KaK 0CTaJICS TOJIbKO OOUH pabounii TUCT —
PacKpacOYHbIH. MHe HyKHO OBIJIO COTIOCTABUTH I[BETA C YUCIIAMH.

— B&I pacckaxkeTe HaM, 4To OymeT 3aBTpa’?
«Jla, TH cHoemnaelrb 9T0? Croenaeln?»

4 yneibHyICS U KUBHYI. Tosmna BOKPYT MeHs yiina. Bce cXBaTUIX CBOU Bellld U OTIIPABUNIA MHE
«Iloka, ga!» unu «YBUguMcs 3aBTpal»

4 Toxke cobupascs yutu. TaMakyu OCTAHOBUIT MEHSI.

«OM, Asl, MHe CerofHsl HyKHO IIOMTHU ITIOTPEHUPOBATLCA Ha UTrpe Ha (JienTe», — CKa3aja OHa.



«Thl yMeeIb UrpaTh Ha (yeiiTe? ITo Tak 370poBo!» 4 ckaszan.

OHa yxMBIUIBHYJIACh. «[la, TaK YTO MeHs He OyneT Bech ieHb. MoXeTe 1 Bbl 0Ka3aTh MHE OTPOMHYIO
YCIyTy?»

"KoneuHno!"
OHa nepepaia MHE CBOU OOKYMEHTHL. — Thl MOXKeITb COeIaTh MO0 NOMAIIHIOW0 paboTy?
4 3anyTancs.

«MsI ke py3bsi, BepHo? Tebe Oymet merko! U Bce, uTo Tebe HYKHO CHOEIATh, 9TO CKOMMUPOBATh
OTBETHI!»

XM, moueMy OBl ¥ HET. 1 B3I UX.

«0, BoT Hau u Cony. OHU TOXKEe 3aHSATHI, I09TOMY 5 CKa3all UM, 4TO Bbl MOXKETE CHeaTh 3TO AJIsI Hac.
[ToTOMY 4YTO BHl TaKHe yMHBIE».

4 npocusn. «Tsl fyMaells, 1 YMHBIA?»

«Koneuno! Trl He IPOTHUB, He TakK nMu? IT0 OymeT moe3Ho st Te6s! [T0CKOIBKY TH IPOMYCTHIT TaK
MHOTO [HEH B IIIKOJIE U BCEe TaKOe, MOMOJIHUTEIbHAS [TPAKTUKA HEe TOBPEOUT».

"f1 He mpoTtuB!" { nosyoxkun Gymaru BMeCcTe CO CBOMMH B PIOK3aK.

Tamaku mupoko yneibHyncs. «Crnacubo, Aia!» OHa oMaxasa pyKou. «f1 3Hai, 4To Tel Oyfellb
OTJIMYHEIM APyrom!»

CHapyxu xpan akcnpecc ucyu-Utayu.
[Iucyu B3BEPOIIN MHE BOJIOCH. — Kak Ipoiiies TBOU IIePBLIM [eHb B LIKOJIEe, CKpsAra?

«9T0 OBITIO 300POBO! {1 Becesio mpoBeia BpeMs ¥ BCTPETHIIa XOPOIIuX iionei. Y HagoeoIuBoro
MalbyuKa, KOTOPHIY MPOOoJIKa 6pocaTh B MeHs BeIlld, HO OH OCTaHABIMBAJICS, KOTMa Mbl Opocanu
Belnu o6patHo. U ¢ yunutenem GbII0 BCe B MOPSIAKE. ITOCIIE AOKIafa 3a JOKIaZioM, HO OH MHe
HpaBUTCS OOJIbIIIE, YeM APYTON YUUTEIb.

«9u, 9. [ToMenneHHee, CKBUPT. XO4Yelllb 3HaTh, KaK IPOIIEN MOU AEHb?»
IIHeT 1

— Te1 yBepen ?

IIAl_.a n

«Hy, s1 Tebe Bce paBHO CKaxy. MTak, ceromHs B OTPsie Halll YYUTeNIh 3aCTaBUI HAC OeflaTh BCe 3TU
HeJleTble KPYTH...»

«H g cHayala pacTepsscs, HO...»
«Torga HaM MPUIIOCH IOMOYb 3TOMY CTapoMy (pepMepy C IaxOTOH...»

«0xka3zasoch, 4To 370 Bce-Taky He 901. Tak uTo 4 OLUI B cCaMOM Hadaje...»



«KaxeTtcsd, mocyie 3Toro y MeHs OIIyXJIo yX0. Pa3Be 0OHa He 3HaeT, 4TO TSHYTh KOI'0-TO 3a yX0 0OOJIBHO ?
TyT HEDBHL U...»

«W Tamaku oTBeTumn: «Hu B KoeM cinydae». U g oTBeTun: «Ja, B mopsuke». MTak, opyrou pebeHOK
npucoenuHuica K Tamaku u cka3all «Hu B koeM ciiy4dae». H...»

«ITocne cappunra. {4 nobenun ux Bcex, 6e3 mpolIeM...»

<<BCTpeB0}KeHa, TIOTOMY 4YTO He XOTeJIa IIOTEPATh KapaHOall AsiMme. MBI HaIIXA €70 IIOM CTOJIOM, U 5
He OyMalo, 94TO OHA Pa303JI1IaChb...»

«3acTpsiy Ha mepeBe. 3acTPs B 4epPTOBOM [epeBe! OTo GBI MPUMEPHO ABAALATHIA pa3, KOTma HaM
IIPUIIIOCEH JIOBUTE 3TOT'0 MPOKJISATOTO KOTA...»

«Ee mama npurotosunia CAMBIE JIVUIIUE ponsl, KOTOpEIe 5 Korga-nubo npobosan. Hy, He Tak
XOPOILIO, KaK y Moe# MaMbl. MoxKeT ObITh, 6JTU3KO K 3TOMY...»

M&I IpooIKaIy pacCcKa3blBaTh CBOM MCTOPUHU W He CIyIIanu APYT Apyra. f Bce ellle XOTeNl yaapUuTh
[Mucyu. UTauu coeman 3To Ay MeHs, Korga [ucyu pacckasall MHe, KaK KJIIMEeHT IIogyMall, 4YTo
HTtauu — meBOYKa.

Yepes Tpu HeHenu MHe TTOHpaBunuch U KoHoxa, u mkona. HeCKOIbKO pa3 y MeHs ObITU ITPO6IEME C
paboyuMu IUCTaMu, HO s BCeryia MOT 06paTUThCS 3a IIOMOILBIO K 0TIy UJIK TeTe MUKOTO.

Mzi ¢ TaMaku CTany Ay4IINMU OPY3bAMU. f mpofgomKan genaats Bce OyMaru. Ito 6s110 Beceno. Mue
HY2KHO 60JIbIIIe PaCKpalIuBaTh.

Kaxmyio cy660Ty 51 XOOUII C OTL[OM Ha BCTPeUy C BJIafeibl[aMyi Mara3uHoB. MBI TOBOPHIIU O €T0 HOBOH
paboTe umu Moeit HOBoY mmIKose. Ha mpoinoi Henesne oH Kymui MHe 6pacieT. O6 3TOM rOBOPUIIX BCe
neByoHKH. OMHAKO S TIOHSJ 9TO CJIMIIKOM MTO3[HO, IOTOMY UTO BCE TIePelLUTd Ha KaKO#-To PUHT. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB 51 OTHaJI 6pacyieT YTako B KaUeCTBE 0KEPETIbS.

Kaxmoe BoCKpeceHbe s ocTaBasics ¢ Teteir Mukoto u Cacke. Mtauu Tam mouTy He ObII0. S HUKOrma
He BUEeJI ero oTIa.

B Ty cy660Ty, Korga MTauu ocTajcs moMa, OH TOUMII KyHal. & cesl psimoM ¢ HUM. f TOUMI KpaCHBIN
KapaHpail. Y MeHs Oblyla ipeBeCHas CTPyXKKa. Y Hero Oblla MeTalIndeckas CTpyxkKa. [locTaTO4YHO
65113K0. MEI Ieftany IPpUMEPHO TO XKe CaMoe.

Xort4 51 paccTpauBaics. KOHUMK KapaHfallla OCTOSSHHO o6naMbiBaics. Korma HaKOHEUHUK CIIOMasiCs
B YETBEPTHIU pa3, g COacs.

«Tets, y TeOs eCcTb KpaCHbIM KapaHgau?» A cupocui. TeTs MUKOTO TOTOBUIA YKUH Ha KyXHe.
«Cnpocu Utauu!» oOHa CKa3ana.

«Mory nu g OmOoJIKUTL KPaCHBY KapaHaal?» — crpocun g Utaum.

OH He OTphIBa I'J1a3 0T CBOEro KyHad. {1 He yauBuUIiCs. f yxKe 3Hal, YTO OH CTPaHHBIN.

"TTouemy?"



«IToTOMy 4TO MO CIIOMAJICS».

"ITouemy."

«[ToToMy 4TO KapaHAAI IIJI0X0N».

"Ilouemy."

«[ToToMy 4TO OHO MEeHS He JTIOOUT U MelllaeT MHE fie/laTh JOMallHee 3afaHue».
"ITouemy."

«IToToMy 4TO 37€Ch MHOTO ffOMAallTHEeN paboTEI».

"ITouemy."

«[ToToMy 4TO MHE IIPUAETCS COEJaTh 3TO YeTHIpe pasar.

[Tpu aTOM OH mOAHST OpoBE. "[Touemy?"

«IToToMy 4TO BCe CITUIIKOM 3aHsATH! Tak y Te0s1 eCTh YepTOB KapaH[all Uiy HeT!» & MPUKPHIT POT U
IIOCMOTpeEJI Ha KyxXHIo. «Y1c». K cyacThio, TETYIIKA He YCbIIaa, Kak g pyraioch. 3TO ObIJIO ObI
IIJI0XO.

WTtauu monro CMOTPEIl Ha MEH4. On BEPHYIJICA K YHCTKE MeTalllla.
“HeT n

«Ho... Torga mouemy THI Tak He cKa3al... Tebe cnepmoBaso mpocto... I'A ! 3abynas 06 satom! Tel MeHs
pasmpaxaerb! »

«$1 cKa3as OfIHO CJI0BO», - CKa3aJl OH. «Tebs He CllelyeT Tak JIETKO 3aKasiTh».

OH MeHs ockopOun? 4 xoTen 6POCUThL B HET'O KapaHAalll, HO 3T0 6110 OB HETTPaBUIILHO. ¢ BCe paBHO
Opocun ero B Hero. $1 MpomycTuI.

«I1noxas enb».

«MoxeTe 11 BB, I0KAaJIy1UCTa, 3aTKHYTHCS ! »

«OrpaHuYeHHbIN CII0OBAPHBIM 3aac», - OTMETUII OH.

4 611 6e3yMeH. f xoTen cpa3uThCs ¢ HUM. d cpenan. OH CXBaTUI MEHS 3a PYKY.

«O#! Ctom. Cron! OH He MOXKeT Tak crubaThbCd... II0 KpaliHel Mepe, 1 He AyMalo, YTO CMOXKET».

«W TH He 3Haelllb, KakK BCTYnuThb B O0i. [TepecTanb ObITh HUHA3S. 71 T€0sT HET HUKAKOM HaoeKIbl».
4 moprayn. OH OTIYCTUIL.

4 moTtep pyky. «O 4yeM ThI TOBOPHIIL? 1 He X04Uy OBITH HUHI3S».

— Tol... HeT? HacTana ero ouepenb CMyTUTHCS.

«3aueM? Jto raymo. Jlrogu OyoyT OUTL MeHs, ¥ 3a4eM MHe 3T0? f Jaxe He BUXKY, YTOOBI ThI



Pa3BJIEKAJICH. KpOMe TOT'0, UITPATh B HUHA3A — [OJIsI MaJIbYUKOB, a ThHI IIAYKAEIIbCSA KU BCE TAKOE», qa
BBICYHYII SA3BIK.

Ero ry6n meprynuck. OH yxmeinsics. «OT TeOsg HUKOTTIa He OXKUOAJK, YTO THl UM CTAHEIb», - CKa3al
oH. "TBou oTer..."

4 B3MaxHyn pykou. «Moii nmana! Twl urytuins! OH X04eT, 4TOOH 51 OB TAKUM, Kak OoH. M300peTaTtens .
OH penaeT KpyTele Bellld, HAIIpUMep, JTaMI04YKy, KOTOpas BK/IYaeTCs, KOrna OTKPHIBaellb
XOJIONUIIbHUK. YTOOH! TEl MOT BUZETH, THOE BCE 9TO JIEXKUT! YECTHO TOBOPS, 51 TOXKe He X0Uy OHITh
TaKAM>».

IIOI‘/"I?II

«Hert, 51 xouy ObITh Oanmepunoi! Thl Oymelh HOCUTh KPAaCUBYIO OfIeXKMY, U BCe, UTO ThI OyHelh eaTh,
3TO TaHIIeBaTh Bech fieHb. [laBail g Tebe mokaxy!»

4 cmenan maru, KOTOPEIM Hay4uJIcs elrle B cTonuile. «CMoTpH, 310 ebenb!» 1 MOANpHIrHyI U
TIOKJIOHWUJICS.

OH He BBITTIAENI U3YMJIEHHEIM, KaK 5 0KUTaJl.

«Tebe npupmeTcs Xj10naTh», — CKasal 1.

OH cpenan. «Bama ¢popma HCKyCcCTBa JOBOJIBHO Ipydasi».

4 driprHYN. «4 nmompasniock. He To 4TOOH TH TaKOH YK 3aMedaTeNIbHBIN».
OH B3$IJT TPANKY, YTOOBI BHITEPETH CBOM KyHaH.

«Bupumb? Bce, 4TO TH gefaelllb, 9TO XaHAPHUIIL BeCh JeHb. MOTy IOCIIOPUTh, TeOe maxke He
HPABUTCS OBITH HUH3S».

" He menaro."

4 nmapyncsa. OH HUKOTja He MMeJI CMEBIC/Ia. f CHOBa Cell ¥ B3SJ1 JOMalllHee 3afaHue. — Torga noyemy
THL 9TO Aenaelb? 4 CIIpocul.

«Bmnactp», — CckKa3aJ OH.

"9710 raymo."

OH noxan njae4aMu.

«HeT, 3T0 coBCceM 0TCTOU. KOMy 3ax04eTCsI TPaTUTh BCe CBOE BpeM4...»

Ou Opocun B MeHs KyHail. 9T0 ObIIO TaK OBICTPO, UTO 5 YCIIBIIIA BeTep IPSIMO B yxo. KyHau
BPE3aJiCs B TPELIUHY B CTeHe N103a0H MEHS.

Moe cepflie eKHYJIO.
"TToBTOpPU?"

4 3aTkHynca. A notoMm: « OtcToit . OrpoMHasi TpaTa BpeMeHH. 3Haellb noyeMy? BrnacTs mopoxpmaeT
XyJIUT@HOB. A XyJIUTaHOB HUKTO He T00UT. Bo3bMuTte Moero oTiia. KoHeyHo, oH He 60peTcs ¢



TIJIOXMMU TTAPHSIME. BETYMHEI, ¥ TBOS pPyKa MMOIafaeT B OCTATKM Cyma U3 GPOKKOIH, a Bce, 4TO Tebe
HY2KHO, — 9TO BKYCHBIN TIEPEKYC ITO3THO BEUEPOM».,

OH cHOBa mocMOTpes. 51 mpoOkIT 3[eCh CUIIKOM HOIT0, YTOOB Ha 9TO MOMAaCThCsi. — THl MEHS He
IyTaellb, — CKa3aJ 5, YXMBUISIICh. «Ha camMoMm mere, st 3Hai0 TBOKO C1ab0CTh, MaTbYUK-HUHO3SI».

Ero rya3sa paCliMpuincCe, a 3aTe€M CY3UJIUCH. "THl Bpelb."

«CMory nu s nraTh? {1 3Hai, 4To ¥ MeHs 0oJiblle BIacTH Hap TO0O0M».
«Ber1 6nedyere». OH chenan BU, UTO HEe BEPUT MHE.

"Hea." { ynmeiOHYTaCh.

U Ttorpma oH moHsn. CIUIIIKOM IIO30HO.

«TETS! UTAYH 3JIBIN!» OH 3aTKHYI MHE POT.

TeTss MUKOTO BOIITa B KOMHATY ¥ 0OHapyXuia ero Ha MHe. OH XOTeJI MeHs 3aTKHYTb. MBI
TTPOKATUITUCE.

4 ykycun ero 3a pyky. OH yman Ha3af, Kak OyATO g cTasl IUpaHbel.
"Yro THI coenan?" — cupocuia Urtauu tets Mukoro.

4 yxa3an Ha cTeHy. «OH TOBOPUJI MHE TafOCTU. A ITOTOM, KOTfia 1 CKa3aja eMy OCTaHOBUTHCS, OH
Opocun ato B MeHs! { Tak ucnyranach. [loxanyiicTa, IOMOTUTE MHE», — phIfaa f.

A xpenko o6HsII ee 3a Tanuio. TeTss MUKOTO yBUea KyHail B cTeHe. Ee Ty0OBI CKaTUCh.

«MTaum, TH HATJI0 U3MIeBAEUILCS Haf MaJIeHbKOM NeBo4YKou. Tebe 3ampelreHo BEIXOAUTh U3 JoMa
CErofHs Be4epoM. M3BuHU».

"OHa-"

"Ceitgac!"

— IIpoctu, — GEICTPO CKA3aJ OH.

«He MHe, eli», — cKa3asna TeTssi MUKOTO.

CBuUpeIo OH IIOBEPHYJICA KO MHe U cKa3an: «IIpocTtu, As».

«OH He 9710 uMen B Buay! ThI BUena, Kak OH MOCMOTPEST Ha MeHsI? 3acTaBb er0 OCTAHOBUTHCS, 3TO
MeHS IyTraeT», — CKyJuia s TeTe MUKOTO, TPOCTO YTOOH elre OObIle ero pa3o3jIUTh.

TeTss MUKOTO Kpenko o0HsaIa MeHsl. — MTauu? 3To cephe3H0, — CKa3asla OHa.
«YT0 oHa X0ueT, YTOOH & cruesnas? BcTan Ha KoneHu?»

O ma, s pa303nun ero.

4 yxMmeinpHyNCA. «]Jla, cHenai 3To».

— IToyeMy ThI, ManieHbKUHU... — OH CTUCHYJI 3yOHI.



«Jlaxke He HauMHau. f TaKOU Ke BBICOKHUM, KaK U ThHI!»
— OTpe3all OH.

"[TocraToyHo!" - cKa3asa TeTss MUKoOTO.

Mk1 06a 3aMepIIH.

«Br1! M3BuHuTeCh! M BBl TOKe! Ecu BHI, eTH, He IepecTaHeTe JAPaThCs, TO S OTIIPABIIIO0 Bac 000X
10 yrjlaM KOMHATHI, II0Ka Bhl HE HAy4YUTECh JIAJUTh>.

«Ho y MeHs ecTh foMalllHee 3afaHue!»

«OpuH...» — nocuuTana Tets MUKoToO.

«f1 mOXKeH MOOTOTOBUTHLCS K CBOEU MUCCUU».

"IBa..."

Mz ¢ Utauu nepernsguynuch. OH HaxMmypuics. f Hagyncs.
"Tpu..."

4 He cobuparcs U3BUHATLCS, I0Ka OH 3TOTO He ChesaerT.
«YeTrIpe...»

OH XkpaJ, 4To 5 chesiailo YTO-HUOYOh IIEPBHIM.

«IIste. TeI, yrom. Tel, yrom».

¢l moTaIIuICs [0 CBOETO yTila U ILTIOXHYJICS Tyda. 1 MPUCIIOHUIICS K guBaHy. OH CHIeN BO3Jie
pacTteHus. g HaXMypHuIach, KOTfa yBUMeNa, 4To OH Oornblie He 3muTcs. Korma oH Obl, GBITIO Becesee.

BwmecTo 9TOr0 OH OOUH Pa3 BOOXHYII XU HAaYadll MEOUTUPOBATH, KaK MOHAX. 41 ToXKe MmBITANICS BECTH cels
THUXO, HO 3a0eCIIOKOMIICS.

«3HaeIb, THl MOT OBl ITPOCTO U3BUHUTHCSI», — CKa3al .

OH pmepzkaJ riaa3a 3aKpHITHIMU. «BuHa Oblla He MOST».

«Hy, ecnu 6 THI 3TO cHienan, MBI Ob HE 0Ka3aJiiCh B TAKOM OeCIIopsimKe».

«Hac 0n1 He OBIT0, eci ObI THI HUKOTA He OTKPHIBAI PTa».

«Xm!» 4 ckpecTtun pyku. «M Thl MOT GBI IIPOCTO OMOJIKUTH MHE IIBETHOM KapaHAalIl».
«$1 xe roBopus Tebe, UYTO Y MEHS ero HeT».

— Mor 6Bl CKa3aTb MHE 3TO paHbIie!

«B Mou 00513aHHOCTH He BXOOUT 3a00Ta O BAIlIMX IIKOJbHLIX MTPUHAIIEKHOCTIX».

4 OBl OTpBI3HYIICS, ecu OBl 3HAJ, YTO OH TOBOPUT. — Hy, THI 37101.



— W THI CTaHOBUIIILCS 0YE€Hb HAOEIJIUBHIM.

«4 He pa3mpaxaro!»

4 mocMmoTpern.

"He a!" 4 ckasamn. «UTo0 g cOenan TaKoro, 4TO MEHS pa3mpaxKaeT?»

MHe He cenoBasio CIpalliBaTh, IOTOMY YTO OH IIepeCTal IPUTBOPATHCS CIIOKOMHBIM.

«0? [TaBail mOBTOPUM, JTafHO? Thl roBOPUILL G€3 IepephiBa Kaxkaoe yTpo. Th clipalInBaes MeHs
[eCsaTh pa3 B leHb 0 HEHYXKHEIX MaTepuaax. Tel 3acTaBisells MeHs IIPOIyCKaTh TDEHUPOBKY, He
OIVH, a IBa pa3a. Tsl paccTpanBaellb MO0 MaTh ¥ IPUBOAUIIG B IPOCTh MOETO 0TIIa, KOTOPOI'O g He
TOPIO XXeJlaHUEM BCTPETUTHLCS cerofHs. HakoHell, BB U3[jeBaeTeCh Hal0 MHOU, [OBOPS, YTO ['OMBI
MO€eH XKU3HU IIOTPadeHHl BIYCTYI0, U MHE He4ero 0XKUaTh B OCTaBIIeNCS YacTu Moero OyayIiero,
KpOMe HEeHaBUCTH U npe3penusi. Kak 6yaro s 3Toro He 3Hail. "

4 Owin omesToMyeH. «f HUKOTIa He TOBOPHUJII 3TOT'0 TIOCIETHETO».
«9TO OAPa3yMeBaioCh».

4 B3gporuyn. «ITpoctu. 1 TPOCTO XOTEN NOAPYXKUTLCA. f He xoTen Tebs o0uneTs...» Mol rojoc
OporHyi. Mowu ria3a 3amunano. ITo OblI IePBHEIM pa3, Korga co MHOM Tak ropopuin. OH Ipou3Hec
3TO Tak, OyaTo 3TO OBINIa MOST BUHA.

TeTss MUKOTO BEpHYJach, orjiaxkuBas cBox GapTyK. «JleTH, B TOTOBHL... O, Asg! [Touemy ThI
avyelnb, foporas?»

— Huuero, — uxkHyn 4.

— Yro TH eii cka3ai, Utaun? He Mory noBepuTs, 9YTO TH 3aCTaBUJI €€ IJIaKaTh, — CKa3aJjla OHa.
4 BeiTep nuno. «HeT, TeTs, MHe o4eHb XKasb. [loxkanyiicTa, He 3TUCh Ha HETO».

«Wnu croma, moporas. [laBai s Te0s1 moMoi0». OHa OTBejIa MeHs HaBepX B BAHHYIO.

MeHst MOYKUCTUIIM. 3aTEM S BEPHYJICS K MOMaIlIHEMY 3aflaHuio. MiTaun BEPHYJICS K YUCTKE CBOUX
npumnacos. Mul 60JIbIlle HE CMOTPENHU APYT Ha Apyra.

4 gyman, uTo 370 Bce. OH ObII TeM, KeM OH OBIJI, ¥ €CJIA 51 €My He HPaBUJICS, TO I eMy He HPaBUJICH.
Ho 3arewm, Ha crefyioliee yTpo, OH fajl MHe Koe-4To. HOBBIN KapaHOall KpacHOTO IIBETa.
«Ecnu BaM HpaBUTCSI CO MHOM pa3roBapuBaTh, — CKa3all OH, — S HE MOT'Y BaC OCTAHOBHUTHY.

4 mocMoTpen Ha KapaHpalll, a 3aTeM Ha Hero. OH Obll cepbe3eH. d KUBHYM U YIBIOHYJICS. B KoHIIE
KOHIIOB, OH OBINT XOpoi!

3aTeM KTO-TO IOJIOKWUI PYKU HaM Ha roJioBhl. «Ou, 3TO Tak MuJjo ». lllucyu UCIOPTHUI HaM BOJIOCHI.
«W kpacuw#? Kakol mpusiTHbINA TPUX. BE, pebsTa, IpOCTO 09apoBaTeIbHEI, BH 3T0 3HaeTe? O,
IIPOCTO OH...»

«IMIUCYH! YXOIU!» Msl HaHECIU €My ABOMHOU yOap.
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