Mou 3y0BI 3aCTy4anu B TEMHOM KOMHATe. 4, JOJIKHO OBITh, HAXOOUJICS B HECKOJIBKUX COTHSX METPOB
TIO[I IITKOJION, He CYIIIeCTBOBAJIO HU €UHOT0 HCTOYHHKA CBETa, KpoMe "oMoca" Moei MmaloyKHy.
BrnenHo-0emblil CBET yCTpalllalollne OCBellan rpoOHUIY, U ST HEyBePEHHBIMHE IlIaraMU ITPOKPAJICS 10
mpoxomy. ¢ oXKuman yBUIETh MayTUHY, IMBIIb ¥ BETXOCTh B 'POOHMIIE THICSYENIeTHEe! TaBHOCTH. CTEHEI
CTOSIJIH IIPOYHO, TI0JT OBIJT JOCTATOYHO OJIECTSIINM, YTOOR OTPazkaTh CBET 00PAaTHO Ha MeHs. 4
3aBEPHYII 3@ YTOJl ¥ TOYYBCTBOBAJ 0/1arOrOBEMHEIM TPETIET.

Komuara nepeqo MHO# ObIJIa TAKOTO Ke pa3Mepa, Kak U TaliHas KoMHaTa. Kak u B KoMHaTe
CnusepuHa, B 9TOU TOXKe OBIIU CTaTyu. YeThpe OIPOMHEBIE CTATYH, CAETAaHHBIE U3 YETHIPEX Pa3HBIX
MaTepHuasioB, BO3BHIIIAIKCE IIEPEI0 MHOM BO BCell CBOel MoIu. biauxke Bcex KO MHE CTOST ['ogpuk
'pudduHIOP CO 3HAKOMBIM MEYOM B PYKe, BCS CTATYs Obl/Ia BHIITOTHEHA U3 XOPOIIIO
OTIIOJIMPOBAHHOTO 30JI0Ta. {1 CMOTpesia Ha Hero ¢ 0/1aroroBeHreM [I0IbIlle, YeM X0Tesla IPU3HaTh,
IIpexje 4YeM OTOpBasia B3I/, YTOOH MOHAOIONATE 3@ OCTAIbHBIMH.

PspmoM ¢ rpudduHIOPIIEM CTOSITT MyKYHWHA CO CMYTHO 3HAKOMBIMH YepTaMu JIUIla, ITOJTHOCThIO
cOenaHHHM U3 cepebpa. Ero muiio moBoIbHO XOPOIIO HATIOMUHAJIO TO, YTO OBIZIO B KaMepe.
[TocepenuHe CcTOsINIA XKEHINKWHA, KOTOPYIO 5T HUKOTMIA PaHbIle He BUAEI, HO HETPYIHO OBLIO
moragaThCsi, KTO 9TO Obl1. UTO BHIIEIISIIIO 9TY CTATYIO U3 YETHIPEX, TaK 9TO TO, UTO OHA He CHsJIa, He
Mepliajia ¥ BooOIie He BRITJIsAIeNa 3KCTpaBaranTHO. OH OBIT CHeJIaH MOTHOCTHIO U3 IepeBa, 0epesHl,
€CJIA CYIUTh 110 ero 6eIoMy OTTEHKY.

[TocnenHel, HO He TI0 3HAYEHMIO, CTOSIJIA XKEHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO g y2Ke 04eHb XOPOIIO y3Hal. 31eCh OHa
BHITJISIZEJIa CTapIIe, HO ee M03a Oblyla CIUIIKOM 3HAKOMOH. ¢l CJIHIIIKOM SICHO MOT IIPeICTABUTh ee C
AaKKypaTHO CJIOXKEHHBIMU PyKaMu, MOjT4a HaOTI0gaoIiel 3a Moei paboToH, UK C S3BUTETbHBIM
KOMMeHTapueM. ECcTecTBeHHO, CcTaTys Oblila IOTHOCTRIO CHeNlaHa U3 XPyCTajs MyprnypHOTo IBeTa. I
HeXHO yNBEIOHYack, 000, KTO cKa3ars Obl, uTo 11BeT KorreBpaHa OBIT CHHUM, I'Ty00KO omubancs.

4 BCTPSAXHYJICS, TepecTaB ¢ 671aroroBeHUEM CMOTPETh Ha OCHOBATEJS, U MIPUCTYIIUI K BHITOTHEHUIO

3afayy, pafyu KOTOPOH mpuiies. B manpHeM mpaBOM YTy KOMHATHI CTOSIT O0/IBIION KaMeHHBIH Tpod,

Kak U 00bsicHs1a PoBeHa. 4 0CTOPOXKHO IPUOIM3UIICS K HEMY ¥ OCTAHOBUJICS B ITape JeLUMETPOB OT
Hero. BEIIO CTpaHHO CTOSITH Y MOTUJIBL KOT'O-TO, C KEM BCTPEYAeIIbCsS KaXK /bl eHb.

YV MeHs He OBIJIO HUKAKOT'0 XKeJIaHWS HapyIIaTh ITOKOM TOTO, KTO ITOKOHUJICS 3fech 6e3 mepephiBa
6onee TrICTYM 7eT. 2KeHINKWHA, KOTOpas y4uiia MeHs, Obljla BCET0 JINIIbL BOCTIOMUHAHUEM O YeJIOBEKe,
KOTOPBIM IIOKOUJICS B TOU CaMOX MOTHUJIE, PSIOM C KOTOPOU S CTOSI/. 1 HaKO/ImoBala po3y caMoro
rIy00KOTro MypIypHOro 1iBeTa. S MTHOBEHME CMOTpPeEJIa Ha IIBETOK, IIpeXkXe YeM II0JI0KHUTh eTro Ha
MOTHUIIY.

Ha Moruse He OBIIIO UMEHH.

4 rmy6oKo B3[OXHYI U coOpasics ¢ JyxXoM, 3aTeM II0CTyd4aUl 1o rpo0y ceMHaAlaTh pas, Kak
oO0bsicHuna PoBeHa. BEIIO 0ueHb BaXKHO MIPOMAEIATh 9TO POBHO CEMHAMIATh pa3, Hu 60JIble, HU
MeHbIIIe, §1 He CIIpaliuBa MoYyeMy, s IPeOIoIokKUII, YTO 9TO KAK-TO CBSI3aHO C 3all[UTOM BOKPYT
9TOT0 MECTa.

Llenyro MUHYTY HHYETO He MPOUCXOIUIIO, U 5 KaK pa3 coOupascs mompoboBaTh IOCTy4YaTh B Hee elle
pa3, KOT/ia YCIBIIIaN CKpeOyIIuil 3ByK.

kkxk
qa HCIIYTAHHO ITPOCHYJICA W CTall MIaPUThL B KapMaHe€ B ITIOUCKaX BomIIeOHOM manoyku. Ero TaM He

Ob10. A OTNIsimen KOMHATY B IIOMCKax 3TOro. Mou OpOBM HaXMYPHUJIUCh B 3aMELIATENIbCTBE, S JleXkKanl B
CBOeU MMOCTeNnu Ha MecTe Moero Mactepa. Kak s cioga nonan? [locrnegsee, 4To S IOMHUII, 3TO KaK



OTKDPBHIJI CKJIEII, a 3aTeéM HACTYIINJId II0OJIHad TEMHOTA.

Most maymouka yiexkaja Ha MIPUKPOBATHOM TyMOOUKeE, U S HEPEIIUTENIbHO B3siya ee. 1 MpoCcMOoTpes ero
B ITOMCKAX KAKUX-TH00 MPHU3HAKOB TOT'0, YTO MOTJIO TPOM30MTH, HO BCe OBIJIO TaK 3Ke, KaK BCerma.
CepebpsiHbIe IBEPH B TJIaBHYI0 KOMHATY 6€CIIyMHO OTKPHUIMCE, KOT/Ia 5 BCTall, U S 00HAPYXKUJI, YTO
r7IaBHAs KOMHATa COBEPIIEHHO IIyCTa. POBeHEI HUTE He ObIJI0 BUAHO, CIIBIIIANIOCH TOJIBKO
IIOTPEeCKUBaHMe IIJTaMeHHU U 4TO-TO ellle. OoHa U3 OPYTrux ABepei Oblyla OTKPHITA, U U3HYTPHU
IOHOCHJICS 3BYK YETr0-TO KUIISAIIETO.

¢ 3arnsHyN BHYTPbh KOMHATHI, ¥ MEHST BCTPETHUII 3allaX CBeKECKOUIEHHOM TpaBkl. Mos X03siKa
CTOsI7Ia, CKJIOHMBIIUCEH HAf KOTJIOM, ¥ YTO-TO 60PMOTAsa, MOe BHUMaHKe MMPUBJIEK CTOJI PSIAOM C HEH.
Ha aToMm cTose yexas He TOJTbKO CKEJIeT PYKH, HO U KYCOK Msica. & mOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO MEHS
MOATAIIHUBAET IIPYU MBICTH O TOM, YTO 9TO OO, S IOMBITAJICS ITOYYBCTBOBATH, YYBCTBYIO JIH 5
KaKy0-HUOyab 60b B TOM MeCTe, OTKyHa Obla U3BJIeYeH 3TOT KYCOK IIJIOTU. PSIHOM C HUMU CTOSIIT
OO0JIBIIION CBEPTOK C OOJIBIION 30/10TOM MevaThio. [leyaTs [PUHTOTTCA.

"YT0, 4epT BO3bMHU, IIPOUCXOAUT?" - HEAOBEPYUBO CIIPOCHUIIA .

PoBeHa BBITEpIIa PYKHM HAKOJIJOBAHHALIM IIOJIOTEHIIEM ¥ 00epHYyachk. " mpUroToBUi s Tebs 3embe,
eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO HYKHO, HAXOOUTCS B 3TOM KOpoOke".

- [IpupgepxkuTe cBoux yomangen. Kak... Kak s 37ech okasancsa?"

"IlaBail IPOCTO CKazxkeM, UTO S CKa3aJl CBOel MOTue, YTO TH IPUAEITh, TI03TOMY, YTOOB COKOHOMUTh
HEMHOTO BPeMeHH, 5 TOIIPOCUII ee IOMOYb HaM ¥ BEPHYTh TebOs1 cioma".

"TBI MOXKeIIb 3TO CAeIaTh?"
- Ia, 9TO MOSI MOTHJIa, IIOMHUIIIL?

"Trl MOT OBl CKa3aTh MHE, BMECTO TOT'O0 UTOOHI BEIpyOaTh MeHs", - KMCJI0 OTBETHUII 4. - Ho 9T0 He
00BSICHSIET, ITIOYEMY TaM HaXOOUTCS KyCOUEeK MOeX COOCTBEHHOM IJIOTH?

- 4 B3s71 Ha ceBst CMENOCTb... M3BJIeYb €T0, KOTHa Tkl OblT 0e3 co3HaHus. Ho He BONMHYHTECH, BH HE
MOJTXKHEI TIOYYBCTBOBATh HUKAKOW pa3HuUIlLL." PoBeHa ny4ye3apHO yiROHYyIach MHE, U S IOMOPIIHUIICS.

"BepHO... HO eC/IM ThHI 3aX0Yelllb... U3BIeYb U3 MEHS YaCTU4KY B PYrod pa3, IoxKalyicTa, CHadana
IIOCOBETYHUCS CO MHOU, XopouIo?"

- Ecnu 51 couTy 9T0 HEOOXOOUMBIM.

970 OBITIO BCe, Ha YTO S PaCCUUTHIBAIL.

4 xuBHYN u 3abpasn nochIKy u3 6aHka. "I1y3bIpek ¢ KPOBbIO 371eCh?"
"ma. BmecTe ¢ TpeMs KOHTpakTaMu."

¢l 0OCTOPOKHO OMYCTHII KOPOOKY 06PAaTHO Ha CTOJI ¥ CJIOMAaJ IeYyaTh. BHYTPHU HeNCTBUTEIbHO OBITTH
Tpu OOJbIIKME CTONKY JOKYMEHTOB U OYTHINIKA. ¢ TOMOPIIKIIACH, KOTa B3si/ia OYTHUIKY M OCMOTpesa
ee. "Tak 3T0 KpoBb Moero oTia?" 2KuaKocTh OblJIa TEMHO-KPACHOTO OTTEHKA U BSI3KOH. PoBeHa
BBIXBaTWUJIa OYTHIJIKY ¥ MEHS U3 PYK U [I0CTaBUIa €€ PANOM C OpyruMu Belmamu. "[a. [JaBai
IMOKOHYHUM C 3TUM".

¢ cHOBa 3aKpHIT IIKATYIKY, S IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO MOTY ITOI0XKAATh CO 3HAHKEM CBOET0 OYAYILETro g0



TeX II0p, II0KA He 0CBOOOXKYCh OT YaCTHUIIE AyIIK BonmemopTa. 9To OBLI KOHEI I'JIaBHL. [JaBaiTe
HAaYyHEeM CJIeYIOIIYIO TJIaBy C OTKPOBEHHUSI.

4 moBepHynCs 00paTHO K CBoeMy MacTepy, I'ie OHa B TaHHBEIM MOMEHT 3JI0Bellle JIEBUTUPOBAJIa TPU
mpegMeTa Hajl KUISInel 3eJIeHOM XXKUIKOCThI0. Kycouek miotu 611ecTe Ha CBETY, BCe 3TO OBIIO
TIOKPBITO KaKOW-TO XKUAKOCTBIO, 51 JaKe He XOTeJl JyMaTh O TOM, YTO OBl 3TO MOTJIO OBITh. 7
CTJIOTHYJIa ¥ O0TOpBaJjla B3IJIA OT OTBPATUTEJIbHEIX UHI'PEeANeHTOB. "UTakK, 4To MHe HyKHO CcaeaTh?"

PoBeHa ofapuiia MeHs OCJIeIUTENbHOM yIbIOKoM. "[IpocTo mpuMu BaHHY". Tpu MHIPedueHTa
IepecTajy IapuTh B BO3[yXe U YIIaJu B KOTEJI C IIJIECKOM U ABYMS XJIONIKaM¥, 3aCTaBUBIINMU MEHS
B3OPOTrHYTh. OHU IOJIHOCTHIO MCUE3IH 1107 3eJIEHOU XKUAKOCThIO, KOTopas npuobpesa TeMHBIN
OTTEHOK CHHEro. {1 MoT BUAETh CBOe COOCTBEHHOE OTPakeHWe U CMOTPeJ Ha Hero MKUPOKO
PaCKpHITHIMY TTlIa3aMu.

Mor 11 TOT TEMHOBOJIOCHY MYKYMHA, KOTOPOTO 5 BUOEI B XKUIKOCTH, HEMUCTBUTENBHO CHENaTh 9T0?
Ia. Oa, oH MoT OFL.

PoBeHa Bce elile ynri0anach MHe yIIBIOKOW, KOTOpasi 3acTaBuiia Obl MeHS IIOKPACHETD, eCliK OBl g He
MCIBITBIBAJI TAKOTO OTBPAIIEHUST KO BCeMy 3TOMY (pracko. f ObIT MOYTH MOTHOCTHIO YBEPEH, YTO OHA
[pa3Huia MeHsI 9TUM, HO S ONIPEfEeIEHHO OJIKeH OBbIT IIOTPY3UTHCS B 9TO0. 1 TTy00KO BOOXHYI U
MeIJIEHHO BBIOOXHYJI, 3aTeM IIOILITAJICS 3a/e3Th B KOTEJI, YeM MeHbIlle s fyMan 00 3TOM, TeM JIyylle.

PoBeHa npouncTuna ropino. - O4eBUAHO, Tl He MOXKEIIb HaJeTh CBOIO OfEXKAY.
4 3acThI Ha MeCTe U HeOBEPUUBO YCTaBUJICA Ha Hee. "Thl qyMaelllb, 3TO CMEIIHO, He Tak u?"

PoBeHa n3o0pa3uiia Ha JuIle IPUTBOPHOE HenoBepue. " Obl HUKOTIa He MOoyMaJl, YTO 3TO CMEIIHO".
Ona Gpocuna Ha MeHS CypOBBIii B3TJIAA. - A Tenepb CHUMaU 3Ty OfeXkAy. MBI U Tak IOTPaTUIN
BIIYCTYIO JOCTATO4YHO BPEMEHU."

¢ BO3MYIIIEHHO YCMEXHYJICS U CHSIJT BEPXHIOIO ofeXky. PoBeHa Habogana 3a MHOM HeTEPIIETUBEIM
B3TJISIIOM, TIOKA S pasfeBasiCs, ¥ 51 He MOT He YyBCTBOBATh ce0sl 0YeHb HeJlI0BKO. "He mpoTus
OCTABUTH MEHS HaeouHe?"

PoBeHa 3akaTwuia riasa, Ho o0epHynack. "I[IoTOponuch ¥ MPOCTO 3alau BHYTPh".

4 OBICTPO pa3fencs U CTOSITI COBEPIIEHHO TOMIBIM, fepKa OOHY HOTY YyTh BHIIIE TIOBEPXHOCTH
KUOKOCTHU. f coOpasicsl ¢ AyXOM U 3alpBICHYJ BHYTPh 00eMMU HOTaMU. 3aTeM, IIPeXe YeM s YCIes
IOZyMaTh O TOM, KAKOBO 3TO Ha OLIYIIb, S TOJHOCTHIO IOTPY3UIICA B XKUOKOCTb. 1 0XKupgani, 4To
JKUIOKOCTE OyeT KUIATO-Topsiue, XKrydel 1 00JIe3HEHHON, HO HeT. ITO Jaxe He ObLJIO TOX0XKe Ha
JKUIOKOCTB, eC/y OBl S 3aKPHIJI I'/la3a, TO IPOCTO IOBEPMII OBl, YTO IApI0 B BO3AyXe. 3aTeM BHYTPHU
KOTJIa YTO-TO OYXHYJIO, U g II0YyBCTBOBAJI JIETKOE IIeKOTaHUe B JIEBOM yXe. 3aTeM 3TO0 LIeKouylee
YYBCTBO PaCIPOCTPaHUIOCh I10 BCEMY MOEMY TeNy, U g II0YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CMEIOCh IPOTUB
cOoOCTBEHHOM BOIM. 3aTeM LIeKOTKa ITOCTENIEHHO CcTala 60JIe3HEeHHOU, TPeXk e YeM BO3HUKIIO
omlyieHnue, OyOTO [0 BCEMY MOeMY TeJly IIPUIOKUIIN THICAYY PaCKaJeHHBIX YTIOr0B. 4 3aKpuyan oT
0oy, HO He U37aJl HU 3ByKa. [ POMKUI BU3TIUBLIY 3BYK BEIPBAJICSI U3 MOEU TOJIOBEL, U 5 IOKyMall, YTO
MO T'0JIOBa ceruac B30PBETCA. Kaxk TospKO BU3T CTall TAKUM TPOMKHUM, YTO A OB YBEDEH, YTO Y
MeHS OelCTBUTEJILHO JIONHY/IM OapabaHHbIe IEPETIOHKY, OH UCcYe3. B TeueHMe NATH OOJNTHX,
671a’keHHBIX CEKYH] 51 IJIaBaJl B KOTJIE B ITOJIHOM TUILINHE U IIOKOE.

[Ipownsoiresn B3pHIB.



KoTen nomuyn, u s 1exaj Ha Moy B 1ab0paTOpUK COBEPILIEHHO ToJibii. YTo MeHs 60JIblie BCero
03a[Ia4yHJyI0, TAaK 9TO TO, YTO He ObIJI0 HUKAKUX IMIPU3HAKOB XKUIKOCTH, UJIM KOCTEH, UITH... KyCKa
IIJIOTH. ITO OBLI TOJIBKO 51, COBEPIIEHHO T'OJIBIH, ¥ YTO-TO XOJIOJHOE MPUAKKUMAJIOCh K MOMM HOTaM.
PoBeHa BO3BHIIIaNaCh Haflo MHOM U IIPOTSHYJIa MHE CBEPTOK C OfI€XKI0M, YTOOLI COXPAHUThL MOe
INOCTOHHCTBO.

Ona yumunuyia ce0s 3a HOC, ¥ 51 TOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4TO KpacHelo. "HamgeHb 9T0".

4 OBICTPO HATSHYII OfleXKOY, @ 3aTeM MOU B3TJIS[I METHYJICS K IIPeOMeTy, KOTOPhIH ObIJT BMECTE CO
MHOU BHYTpPHU KOT/1a. B HEM He OBIJI0 HUYEro 0COGeHHOT0, IIPOCTO MaJIeHbKUM KaMellleK, KOTOPHIH
HUKOUM 00pa30M He BHITTISIAEeN 0COOeHHBIM. YTO-TO OBIIIO HE TaK, 5T MOT OBl MMOKJSCTHCS, YTO CIIBIIIAN
OOHOCSIIIUNCS 1IeTIOT, ¥ B KOMHATE CTaJI0 3aMETHO X0JI0[IHee, YeM paHblie. "I9To cpaboTano?" -
CITPOCHII I TTOYTH IIIEIIOTOM.

PoBeHna mpoliiyia MUMO MEHS ¥ MOOHSJIa KaMeHb B BO31yX. "ma. Temeps 9TO KpecTpax."
- Tak KaK ke HaM ero YyHU4YTOXKUTE?

PoBeHa neBuTHpOBaa NpefMeT BHYTPb CepeOPSHOM MKATYJIKY, U KPHIIKA PEIIUTEIHHO
3aXJIOMHYJIachk. BHE3aMmHO, KakK OYATO COJIHIIE BRITJISIHYIIO U3-3a 06/1aka ¥ CHOBa COTPEJI0 KOMHATY.
Temno BepHYIOCH, ¥ CHOBA BOIlapPHUIach TUILINHA.

"M&I 9TOTO HE JenaeM", - cka3ana PoBeHa HeHMTpalbHBIM TOHOM.
4 XMypo ITOCMOTpeJ Ha Hee U OTKPHLI POT, YTOOB BO3pa3uTh, HO OB IpEpBaH.

- ITo KpaliHe# Mepe, ITOKA HET. JTa IITyKa MOrjia Okl IPUTOOUTHCS, €CTh BEIH, KOTOPHIM MbI MOTJIH
OBl HAy4UTHCA "
1

"BepHo..." - Me[JIeHHO IPOU3HEC 4. "ThHI 3KCIEPT, HO B KOHILIE KOHIIOB MBI IOJIXKHEI €70 YHUYTOXKUTR".

PoBeHa BcTpeTuiach CO MHOM pa3fmpakeHHHIM B3rIsagoM. "OueBunHo". OHa B3sijia KOPOOKY, B
KOTOPOU BCe ellle JIeKaJld KOHTPaKTHl, U BHIIIA Ha yauly. "f B3rIAHY Ha 9T0, BEPHYCh Be4EPOM, U
MBI 06CynuM fmeTanmu".

"JlafiHO, THI XK€ 3Haelllb, YTO 3aBTpa g ye3kKalo Ha JIETHUEe KaHUKYJIE, BEpHO?"
"¢l MONMHOCTHIO 0CO3HAI0 3T0. MBI 00CYyIUM 3TO MmO3Xke."

¢ B3MOXHYJI U BHIIIEN U3 CepeOPSHLIX ABepeil B ee KoMHaTy. Mos cynbOa Oblia penpelieHa, 4epe3
HECKOJIbKO KOPOTKUX 9acOB MHE OTKpoeTcst Moe Oymyiee. K my4imeMy aTo umm K Xyaiiemy, HO,
BEPOSTHO, eIle XyXKe.
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