"XM, ITO3BOJIbTE U MHE BMeIIaThCAd B 9TOM feno." CKa3an CTapyK B CHHEW MaHTHH, OH IIej He CIIella,
3aJI0KUB PYKH 3a CIIUHY.

"A? Pa3Be 370 He...Crapmuu boxectBeHHas Monuua?" Cka3anu HECKOJIBKO Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPHIE
y3Hanu ctapuka. iMnepartpulia youBuiachk ero MosIBIEHUI0, HO OBICTPO CII0XKHUIIA PYKH,
IIOIIPUBETCTBOBAB €ro. "Mul HageeMcs Ha cTapiuero.” CTapuk JIUIIb KUBHYJ U MocMOTpen Ha Coyna,
€ro ria3a CBepKHYIIM U 3a OLWH MUT 0Ka3aJiCs PANOM C HUM U yOapuil ero JafoHbl0, YTO OTIIPABUTIO
ero B nosneT. [Ipo6us napy 3manui, Coyn BcTan OyoTO HUYEro U He CIIyYUJIOCh, OH TaK JKe Hallajl Ha
crapuka. C TaKo¥ Ke pa3pylIKUTeIbHON CUJION, CUa cTapyuka Oblia Ha 1 ypoBHe HEOeCHOTO paHra!
Bce BTSIHYNM XOJI0OOHOTO BO3MyXa.

"Yero BHI kOeTe?! HanmagaliTe Ha HEro, oKa 5 ero oTenekaw." Kpukuyn ctapuk. Bce cpa3y ke
OYHYJIKCh ¥ Ha4yaJld aTaKOBaTh.

"O, cMOTpPH, OHU HalafaioT Ha TBOE TeJI0, Xexe, UM JIy4llle cKa3aTh Ha Halle Teno?" C ynrOKoH
npousHec neMoH. Coys He MOT OTBETUTH €My, JEMOH ONHOM PYKOU CKaJjl ero ropjo, a Opyrou mpooun
€My TPYIOb U XOTeJl yHUYTOXKUTE ero "ceprle OyIIn.

I'naza Coyrna nokpacHemny, KaK Obl OH He TIBITAJICS BHIOPAThCs, OH HE MOT, ero yOulCTBEHHO
HaMepeHMe TOCTUTIIO TTHKa, HO OH Obls1 6€CTIOMOIIEH U MOT TOJIBKO CMOTPETH, KaK 3TOT IeMOH
IIBITAETCSI YHUYTOXKUTE €T0.

"BrsiTh, KaK ke Tak BHIUIO?! OTa Mpa3b MeHs yobeT?" [lyman Coyn. Korga onu Havamu 60pOThCS,
Coyn maxe HUYEro He MOT eMy CellaTh, ero aTaku IIPOXOOUNIU CKBO3b HETO, JEMOH JIUIIb HEMHOI'0
IIOUTPAJICS C HUM, HO KOT[la eMy Hafl0eo...

"YepT, MBI €My XOTh KaKOU-TO ypoH Ha"ecnu?! OHoO, 4yT0? beccmepTHO?!" BEIKDUKHYJI ONUH U3
HaeMHUKOB.

"OCTaBUTD ITAHUKY, MBI JOJIZKHBI YOUTE €T0 BO YTOOBI-TO He cTaso, 6o oH, m1ubo Mer!" KpukHyn
KOMaHIUP HaeMHUKOB, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie, OH TOXe JyMan o0 3ToM, eciu Obl He OBIIO CTapuKa
"BoxxecTBeHHas MonHUA", TO BpSA JIM OH ¥ €T0 KOMaHfa IIpUHsia Obl B 9TOM y4acTHe, OHU JaBHO
Haydau Obl 0exaTh.

W TyT pa3paics KyTKui Kpuk oT Tena Coyna. Bce cXBaTHUIUCH 3a CBOM I'PYAM, MHOTHE YMEDIIH
MI'HOBEHHO ¥ JIMIIb €TUHUIIEI BRIXKUIIA, BCE CMEPTHEIE XKUTEJIH MOTHOIIH, 3TOT KPUK MOXKHO OBIIO
YCIIBIIIIATh BO BCEX yroikKax MMmepckoro ropoaa, Korga JInsa o0epHyack, TO yBUAea, Kak BOajleke
majaeT MaJieHbKOe TeJlo IeBOYKY, OHa KPUKHYIM ¥ cTajla 6exXKaTh K Hel, HO COesaTh yKe HUYero
HeJb3s ObII0, ee OyIia Obljla YHUYTOXKEHaA.

HMnepaTpulia 0CMOTpesia BOKPYT CBOUM AYXOBHEIM UyTheM U [I0YYBCTBOBasa, Kak JIIOOU YMUPAOT
OIVH 3a IPYTUM, TOJIBKO JIUIIb OKOJIO THICSYM YEJIOBEK BBIKUIIO, CPEOY COTEH ThICSAY. CIe3hl MOTEeKIU
TI0 ee IIeKaM U OHa KPEIKO cXKaJjla PyKOsiTh CBOEro Meva, C HeHaBUCThI0 CMOTPS Ha Coymna. "4 yobio
TeOs1! YObi0 BO 4YTOORI-TO HE CTano."

"AXAXAXAXAXAX, ellle HEMHOI'O ¥ MBI 3a¥iIMEM TBOE MECTO, aX-aX, MaJIbIIl, X04Yelllb CKa3aTh CBOe
nocyiefHee cioBo?" J1eMOH YXMBITBHYJICS X HEMHOTO 0CjIabuyI XBaTKy, HO Haxe Tak y Coyra yxe He



6r110 cun Ha yto u6o. ['masa Coyra 3aTyMaHUIKUCh, KPOBb TEKJIA U3 €r0 TPYAU U PTa, T'yObl HEMHOTO
IIEBEJIUITUCE...HO B 3TOT MOMEHT OH YCJIBIIIA I'0JIOC...9TOT I'OJI0C IPUHALJIeXKAall UMIIePaTPHULIE.

"Het, BEI He MOXKeTe, BaM HYKHO YXOOUTh! MEI ero 3afiepXuM, Ballle BEICOYECTBO." BEIKPUKHYII ONUH
Y3 IUYHOW OXpaHbl MPUHIIECCH, MUIb 4 BIKUIIO0, BKModas IllTeitHa. Ho oHa He 0TBeTHUsIa ¥ Hadala
CKJIaObIBaTh II€YaTH.

"TOCIIOOUH IITENH, BBl IOJIXKHB OCTAHOBUTD EE!" YBuzes, uTo OHa UTHOPUPYET €ro, OH
BEIKpUKHYJ HlTeliny. Ho oH nume nomoTtas rojoBod. OH 3HaJ, YTO yXKe HUYTO He CMOXKET
nepey0eouTh ee, U €CIU IIPEPBET €€ TEeXHUKY, TO OTHa4a OymeT OYeHb TAXKeJION OJ1s Hee U BPSL JIu
OHa CMUPUTCS C 9TUM, OH IIPOCTO BCTAJ BO3JIE HEE.

"Bce ymepnu!" KomaHOoup HaeMHUKOB B IIIOKE Ha BCe CMOTPEJI, JIUIIb OH U "BelleHbli Iec” BhIKUIIN.
OH 4yTh CBOM PaCcCy[OK He IOTePsI, KOrAa OH OCMOTPEJICS, TO YBUAEN JIUILIb 12 YenoBek. A
COCTOSIHHEe CTapHKa OBIJIO TeYasibHbIM, BeOb OH MIPUHUMAJ Ha ce0s MpaKTU4eCcKu BeCh YPOH, 00
OJIUJICS TUIID XKaJIKhe 5 MUHYT, HO MHOTHE yXKe YMep/u, OH He MOT B 3TO IIOBEPUTE.

3aKOHYMB C 1eYaThio, UMIIEpaTpulla BHIKpUKHYTa. "[leyaTs Ku3HU U cMepTu!" O3To OBlNa OfiHa U3
3amnpelleHHbIX TEXHUK ee CEMbH, TOT KTO IIPUMEHS 3Ty TEXHUKY [IOYTH BCerfa yMUpaJl, ero gylia
YHUUTOXKAJach, HO 3Ta TEXHUKA TaK Xe YHUYTOXKaJja OYIly TOro, Ha KOro ee IPUMEHSIIY, HO y Hee
ObLIK CBOM yCNIOBUSA. ECM cujla Opyroro MpeBHIIaeT Ballly, TO IIAaHCHL Ha ee IPUMeHEeHUs PaBHEL 1%,
IIpU 3TOM, BBl yMupaeTe ¢ BeposaTHOCTHI0 100%, a ecnu HUXKe, TO LIAHC TOTO, YTO BBl YMpETE JIULIb
95%, a ecnu paBHHL 50-50. Ho 3Has Bce 9TO, OHa IPUMEHUIIA 3Ty TEXHUKY.

"9T0 3ampelieHHas TeXHUKa UMIIepaTopckor cembu?" C 611eCKOM B I'1a3ax IOgyMall CTapuK,
orTecHuB CoyJsia Imofasblile, OH caM TOXKe OTOIIEe I ITofiaibille, YTOOH He MONAaCTh IOf TEXHUKY
MMIIepPaTPULIbL.

"MMm? Yto 3T0? UTO menaeT sTa MenkKas TBapb?!" [leMOH BCTPEBOXKUJIICS U XOTEJI IIOMeIlaTh eH, HO ¥
Hero He OBIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH, TakK KaK HYU OH, HU COyJI ellle He KOHTPOIUPOBanu Teno. "OCTaHOBUCH,
npekpatu!" CTanm KpuyaTh JEMOH, HO Bce OBINI0 6ECII0Ie3H0, OH YYBCTBOBAJ OIIACHOCTD, B 9TOT MUT
Coyn mo4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO €ro IIaHC, eIUHCTBEHHHBIN LIaHC. 3aKPhIB I'Jla3a, OH IIepecTan
COTIPOTHUBIIATLCS IEeMOHY. [IeMOH CTaj IOTJIOATh ero, OH 00epHyJcs U mocMoTpesn Ha Coyna ¢
HeBepUeM U IIOTOM IIOHSJI, YTO TOT IIBITAJICA CAeJlaTh, OH B3peBe. "Thl gyMaelus...." He ycmen o
IIOTOBOPUTH, KaK SIPKHW CBET OKyTaJl 3TO TEMHOE MeCTO U 00XKeCTBeHHas IedyaTh IOSBUIach, KOTOpas
BBICTpEJINJIA JIy4YOM CBeTa B IeMoHa. [leMOH IUIIb KaJIKO BCKPUKHYJI, OH yMep, 3TO Obljla XKankas
CMepTh, KOTfa ThI ObIT TaK O/IM30K K cBoeH 11e1u. Coysl BOCIIOIb30BAJICS IeMOHOM, KaK IIUTOM, KOTa
OH HayaJl [IOTJIoaTh ero "cepaie Oymu”, B 3TOT MOMEHT yAapW JIyd CBeTa, KOTOPBIM He Aall
IIOJTHOCTBIO 3aBEPIIUTH IIPOIECC.

JIuno uMnepaTpulls mobeHeNI0 U OHa IOYYBCTBOBAIa, KAk ee Ayllla PacKakBaeTCsl, OHa Hayasa
nagaTh, Ho LIITelH ee moimar, cie3bl TEKIH 10 ero rita3aM. "IIpocTy, s He cMor Te0s 3allUTUTh, S
coBepIeHHOo Oecmone3ex."

"H-He, u3BMHSINCS, crtacu00, YTO HE OCTaHOBHUI...MeHs." Ee ria3a cTanu 3aKpeIBaThCS, OHA
YyBCTBOBaJa, Kak XXKU3Hb YXOOUT U3 Hee. HO B 3TOT MOMEHT BCe OMATH YCbIIIaau Kpuk oT Coyrna, ero
TeJI0 HavaJio paclafaThCs ¥ CHOBA 00pesio CBOM ImepBOHAYaIbHEIM Bufl, 10-meTHEro Manburka. Ero



T'Jla3a BCIIBIXHYJIX, OH CPAa3y HallleJI UMIIePATPUIy U CPa3y IIOHAJI, YTO €€ OyIlla PacCIllagaeTCsd.

"Brarogaps BaM 5 XKUB, TakK Kak 5 MOTY II03BOJIUTh BaM yMepeTh BOT Tak?" Cka3as po ceds, OH
oka3zajscs psagoM c Hel, [IITelH yxKe X0TeJl yIapuTh ero, HO YCJIbIIIAa OyX0BHOe coodmmenune oT Coyna.
"Ecnu TH X04elllb, YTOOH OHa XKuja, He Melnai MHe!" OH cpa3y 2Ke 3aCThUI Ha MECTe U IIPOCTO C3Kal
PYKOSATBH CBOETO Meyva.

CoyJ IOJI0KUJI CBOIO PYKY HA ee I'PYOb ¥ B TYAa CBOIO CUIY AYIIH, YTOOBI OCTAHOBUTD ITPOLIECC
pacmaja ¥ BOCCTAaHOBHUTH ee AyIry. ITo OBT HeJONTHi IPOIECC, JIUIIE Iapy CeKYHI XBATHUIIO Ha 3TO.
YBumeB, 4TO ee Oyllla Hayaja BOCCTaHABNMUBAThCS, IIITeiH OB B CMSITEHUH, OH XOTEJT YTO-TO CKa3aTh,
HO YBU[IEJI, KaK OTKPBIJIACh OIPa B IIPOCTPAHCTBE ¥ KaK Tymda maryyn Coyll, HO He CTajl THAThCS 3a
HuM. [[epKa B pyKaxX UMIIepaTPHUIly, OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, Claboe IBUKEHMUeE.

"Ilaxe eciu TH CIlac MeHs, 1 Bce paBHO yObio Tebs!" OH yCiBIIIan 3TOT KPUK, KOT7la yKe
TEeJIeNIOPTHUPOBAJICS.

"He myMmari, 4To oHa Tak O6vicTpo oyHeTcs." [TogyMan oH u npoutenTan. "4 3Ha0." [locMOTpeB Ha
He00, KpoBaBhle CJ1e3bl MOTEKJIU II0 ero IeKaM, OH BUAEN BCe, UTO IPOUCXOUIIO, HO He MOT HUYETro
chenarh.
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