B KoMHaTe cupmenu 2 4eJIoBEKa, CTapUK U MyXK4YKMHA, ITOJIOZKUB OUCK OJISA CBA3U Ha CTOJI, CTaAPUK
3aroBOPHAII.

"AfaM, Tak THl BHIIOJHUIIEL MO0 IpockOy?" TyT mosBunoch nu3obpaxenue mapus net 23-25. OH
HEMHOTI'0 II0K0j1e0ascst ¥ 3aTOBOPUII.

“,E[enymKa, XOTb MEHS ¥ BEICOKO IIEHST B 9TOU OpraHu3aliiy, HO 51 HEe CMOTY YTOBOPHUTE I'JIABHOT'O
Ha4daThb JeHCTBOBATh IIPOTHUB HMHepaTOpCKOIZ CEMbH, OH TOUYHO He IMOUOET IIPpOTHUB HUX." CTapI/IK
OZKHIOaJl TAKOT'0 OTBETA B 3arOBOPHII.

"Ckaxu eMy, 4TO 51 JaM HeOeCHOe OpyzKue BBICIIEr0 YPOBHS 3@ TOJIOBY 3TOr0 pebeHKa, OH JOJIXKEeH
yMepeTh CerofHs." YCelliaB 3TU CJI0Ba, I'Jla3a MOJIOLOr0 YejI0BeKa OKPYT/IUIIKCE. "[lenyIlKa, Tkl
cepre3HO0? XOTh ¥ HaC €CTh 3 OPYKUs, HO OHU BCe BaXKHHI [J19 Hallel ceMbu! UYTO gymaeT oTell 110
3TOMy noBogy?"

Crapuk Jullb CIIOKOMHO cKa3ail. "f He xouy 006CcyxKaaTh 3TO ¢ TOOOM, 5 BCe CKa3all, a C TBOMM OTIIOM,
g 1103ke pa3bepycs, a ceyac OBICTPO Mepefait 3Tu cinoBa KposaBoit Houw, g xo4y, 4TOOH 3TOT
MaJibYuK ymep cerogus!" Bce Tak xXe COMHeBasgCh, OH XO0Te/l OTTOBOPUTh CBOET0 JedyliKy. "Heyxenu
5TOT MaJIbYUK Tak..." He ycreB cka3aTh, CTapUK KPUKHYII. "CEMYAC XKE!"

"II-ma, ma, memyllka, s mepemaM TBOU CJioBa." MoJomoi YeI0BeK JUID ITy00KO B3IOXHYI.
CoycTsa mapy MUHYT.

"Xoporo, oH OepeTcs 3a 3TO 3aflaHKe, HO JaxKe B CTydae IpoBaJsia, TH JoIXKeH Oymelb
KOMIIEHCUPOBATh 3TO, Be[b pe4b UOET O UMIIepaTOpPCKou cembe." Cka3an AmaM.

"WUpeT, BCio nHGOPMAIIKIO 0 HEM, S pacCKaxy, Korfa mpuOyneT rpyia yOuiill], Ha 3ToM Bce."
3aKOHYUB r'OBOPUTH, OH 00PATUIICS K MyXKUMHE.

"BpyK, f BBIIIOJIHUJI YACTh HAIIETO YIrOBOPA, HAEICh, YTO TH HE OTKaXKeIIbCA OT CBOUX CJIOB!"
MyxuvHa faxe He IIEJIOXHYJICA U CKa3an. "Koneuno."

CTapuK X0JI0OHO OCMOTPEJI BCEX U TOJIBKO II0TOM YO OBJIETBOPUTEILHO KUBHYJI I'OJIOBOM, OH CUUTATI,
yTo 3TuX 11 4enoBek OyHgeT JOCTATOYHO YOUTH, 3TOTO IIEHKA.

"W Tak, s paccKaxy BaM 00 3TOM MajeHbKOM yOIIoOKe, CErOfiHS OH 00513aTeNIbHO 0NKeH yMepeTs!"
PacckasaB Bce B IeTasixX, CTapUK IOKUHYJI TPYIIY, OH HEe XOTeJ, YTOOHI ero ceMbsi Oblia Kak-To
3aMelllaHa B 9TOM, [aXKe eCJIU ee 3alol03pUiu Obl, TO JOKA3aTeNNbCTB He OBII0 OBI.

"W TakK, y Hac Bce rotoBo?" CKa3al MyXKYKWHA CPEOHUX JIET.

"Tak TOYHO, KamuTaH, MLl TOTOBBL." KUBHYJI eMy MOOYHMHEHHBIN. "XOPOIIO, XOTh 3TO ¥ BHEIIHSSA 4acCTh
MUpa, HO BCe PaBHO HYKHO OBITH OCTOPOKHEIM, S 3aMyCh TUYHBIM TeJI0XpaHUTENIeM UMIePaTPHIIHL,
a BHI yObeTEe 9TOr0 MAJIbYHINKY, €CJIH BCTPETUTE ellle CUIIbHBIX ITPOTUBHUKOB, IOIBITANTECH
3amepKaTh UX, YTOOHI IpyTHe CMOTTIM YOUTh MalTbuMIIKY U elle Koe-uto, HUKOMY HE YEUBATDH
YJIEHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMBHY, BceM sicuo!?"

"MEI BCe ITOHSIIHN, KalluTaH, He HYKHO ObITh TAKMM CYPOBHIM, Xaxaxa." CKasasl OfuH MyXKUKMHa U
00/TM3HYJI CBOIO KaTaHy, OCTaJlbHble MOT4a KUBHYJIU TOJIOBOH.



"BrigaTh, ¥ IOUYEMY B TaKyI0 OIACHYIO MUCCHIO B3sI7IU 3TOT0 OermeHoro mnca?!" Bripyrancs npo cebs
KallMTaH ¥ MOJIYa [aja 3Hajl, YTOOBl aKTUBHUPOBAIN MAacCHB. M TyT BeCh TOPOJ ITOKPhIJIa KPOMEITHAS
ThMa, MHOTHE XUTEIX 3allaHUKOBAJHU, a Te, KTO IIOHSJI, YTO IIPOUCXOOHUT, IIPOCTO OCTAINCh Ha CBOUX
MecTaX, OHUM 3HaJI{, YTO KOI'7la HacTynaeT HOoYb, TO 3TO OpraHu3anus youiin "OgHa HOYb."

"W TakK mapHHU, y BaC €CTh OOHA HOYb, YTOORI YOHUTH 3TOr0 MaJeHbKOT0 YOII0gKa, HUKTO HE CMOXKET
IOKMHYThH TOPOA B TEUEHUH 3TOT0 BPEMEHH, HO 3TO He 3HAYUT, UTO Ty[a He CMOTYT BOWTH, TaK 4TO
OynbTe OCTOPOXKHEI, UMIIEPATOPCKasi CEMbSI MOXKET IIONIPOCUTD O TIOMOIIH, ITprcTynaeM!" KpukHyn
KanuTaH u Bce 11 yenoBek pa30exkanuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHH.

[TokOM MIIEepaTPUIIHL.

"Uro npoucxonut? Heyxkenu opranusanus younil "OnHa HOYb" IeHCTBUTENIBHO XOTAT YOUTH KOTO-TO B
MoeM ropope?" C coMHeHHeM CIIpocuiia caMma ce0s umnepaTpuiia. M TyT ke K Hell 3alllell phllaph B
OpPakKOHbUX [OCIEXAX.

"Mmneparpuiia." CKa3aB 9TO, OH CHOeNall MOKJIOH ¥ MOJT4ya BCTal BO3JIe Hee.

"IlITeiH, HE HYKHO OBITh TAaKUM (OPMaIbHEIM, KOora Mbl HaeguHe." IIITeliH He OTBETUII U MOT4a
JKpOan ee IpUKasa

U 1yT B KOMHaTy Bo1esn Coyil.

"Qy, s He BOBpeMsl, ToMeIas yemMy-10?" YeIOHyICS OH. "3auyeM BBl Clofa MPULIIN? OTO MO JTUYHEIE
nmokou." X0JI0gHO OTBEeTUIa KMIIepaTpHlia, OHA OYeHb He Ji00uiIa, KOTfla B ee KOMHATY BXOJSAT YyXKue
JIIOMHN.

He o6paTuB Ha ee TOH, OH cKa3as. "[loxoxe OHU MPUIIIYN 3a MHOH, XeX. [lopTan yxe roros?"

"A?BrI ux 4eM-To ockopbunu?" C ynuBieHueM cripocuia oHa. Ho Coyn nuiik moKaydas IojIoBOU U
orBeTwI. "HeT, mpocTo K0e-KTo GOUTCS COOXHYTH U [TOX0XKe 3aIlyIaTUI He MaJjlo AeHer 3a MO0 T'0JIOBY,
HO 3TO He BaXKHO, TaK BBl CMOXKETe MeHS OTIPaBUTh? ECIM HET, TO MHe HYKHO YUTH OTCIOfia, Pa3 OHU
OCMEJIUJINCH IPUNUTH CI0Jla, TO OHU YBEPEHE!, YTO BH UX HE OCTAHOBUTE."

CMepuB ero B3rIIO0M, UMIIepaTpulla cKadana. "OH ellle He TOTOB, 3TO 3alMET ellle Yac, HO Thl He
CMOKEIIb yKe MMOKUHYTh TOPOfl, KOTJla aKTUBUPOBaHa 3Ta (hopMallus, OHa MIPOCTOUT CYTKH, S TaK XKe
OyMalo, YTO €CJIM OHM OCMEJIMIMCh BOPBAThCS B MOY TOPOfI, 3HAUUT OHM TIIATEIbHO IOATOTOBUIIUCH,
s MOTY TOJIBKO BHI3BaTh ITOKPEIIJIEHNE U HaflesIThCS, YTO OHU IPUOymyT Yepes mapy 4acos."
3aKOHYMB TOBOPUTH, OHA XOTeJla YBUAETh €TI0 peakluio, OH ObII HEMHOTO ITOofiaBieH. B3moxHyB, OH
IIOCMOTPEJI B OKHO, B 9Ty TEMHOTY U IIOAyMall.

"MoxeT 3T0 OT/IMYHas BO3MOXKHOCTL? COXpaTh 9TU OYIIKU? §1 YyBCTBYIO YeJl0BEKa, IPUMEPHO 7
YPOBHS U 7 IOAYPOBHS, 3eMHOT0 paHra. OH He [OJIKeH OBITh AJig MeHs Npo06IeMoii, XOTh MHE U
IIPUIETCS CXKeub ellle pa3 CBOI AYIIY, 9TO JIy4llle YeM HUYEro, 1 He BepIo, YTO 1 He CMOTY YUTHU OT
CIO[la, eC/IM MeHSs 3arOHST B yrojl." PemmuB Bce A7 ce6si, OH y3HaJl y UMIIePaTPULIbL, Tie MOXKHO
HaWTH MeCTO, TIe He ObU10 6bI HUKOT'0, OH XOTEJI 3aMaHUTh Ty[a Iapy YOUUI U ChbeCTh UX OYIIH,
IIOYyBCTBOBaTh BKYC 3TUX OylI. CKa3as, Ioe HaXOOUTCS MOOXOAsIIee MeCTO, OHA BCe ellle
COMHEeBaJIacCh ¥ AyMasa, 4YTO OH X04eT CIIPATaThCS, HO IOTOM OTKHWHYJIA 9Ty MBICIIb, KOTAa yBULEIa
0e3yMHOe BhHIpazKeHUe ero Juiia, ek crasao He 1Mo cebe.
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