Omm ocTaBajach B CBOeM KOMHATE OO KOHIIA HOuM. [TepexkuBaHus, CBsi3aHHbIEe ¢ Kamebowm,
BBIMOTAJIA €€ ¥ IMOI[MOHAbHO, U pusndyecku. He motpeboBanochk 0COOBIX YCUIUM, YTOOH YOEIUTh
KoppuH B TOM, YTO OHa HEBaxKHO ce0s 4yBCTBYeT. [lake OTel] IPOCTUII ee OTCYTCTBUE, KOTa YBUIEII,
B KAKOM OHa COCTOSIHMU. JIIUIM IlepeBepHyIach Ha KPOBATH, BCIIOMUHAS Pa3roBOp C OTLIOM, KOTrga
OHM TOJIBKO Ipuexanu Ha Kposasyiw JIyHy. B TOT MOMEHT I X0TeNa TOIbKO OGHOTO - yeXaTh U
IIPOBECTU HEKOTOpOoe BpeMs ¢ ['periHmxkep. Celivac, KOrfa OHa BCIIOMMHasa 00 9TOM, €€ BOJTHEHUE
OBLIIO TIOYTH CMEXOTBOPHBIM. "4 mMOHMMaI0 BCio BaxkHOCTh COopa KposaBoii JIyubl, mpaBma. [TpaBaa,
mpaBpa, moHuMalo. Ho maBatiTe OygeM yecTHbIME. C TOmaMHU 3TO CTAI0 HE CTOIBKO 3HAYUMBIM
KYJIbTYPHBIM COOBITHEM, CKOJIBKO... MEPOIIPUATHEM I10 OBICTPHIM CBUAHUSM".

Cupggmun 3a CTOJIOM MyXKYMHA 3aKalUIAJICS, [IONEePXHYBLIINCh BUHOM, KOTOPOE efiBa YCIIEeJI0 BEITEYb
u3 ero ry6. HakoHell, OH IPOYMUCTUII TOPJIO ¥ HAKJIOHUICS Brieperd. V3-3a ero KpynHou GUTYPEL CTOJT
Ka3aJcs choeflaHHBIM 115l pebeHKa. Ceqible KyCTH, COCTaBINABIINEe ero OPOBU, HAXMYPUJIAChH, BEIpaxas
€ro pa3fapazkeHue 110 TI0BOAY ee 3aMedaHus. "Ouiin', - pa3gasncs ero rpy0blii ronoc, Koraa SsHTapHbe
rnasa noremHenu. "OTel, OCNyIIay, S CKa3aja, YTO IOHMMA BaXXHOCTh. . Ho apyrue He
IIOHMMAIOT", - TBEPIO CKa3asa oHa. OH IPOYUCTUI TOPJIO U CHOBA OTKUHYJICS B Kpecie. B yriy
KOMHATHI, I7ie OHU cupenu, 610 TeMHO. Ho HeOOBIION CBET, IafaBIInii U3 OKHA, OCBEIIAl er0 TYro
3amseTeHHble cepo-0enble Kochl. OHM CUEeNIM Ha ero rojioBe KakK Kocasl KOpOHa, IIOA4YePKUBasi ero
POJIb BOXK[A CBOero Hapopa. OH CKPeCTHUJI TOJICThIe PYKY Ha IPYAU U NMOJHST NOAOOPOMIOK K Hell.
"Omu..."

"Bce, 4TO 5 X04y CKa3aTh, - Hadaia JIUIM, HePBHO 00nu3biBasi ryosl. BcTas u3-3a CcToNa, OHA
3alaraja B3afi-BIeper, IoKa ropopuia. "f xo4y cKa3aTh, YTO XOTSI B OCHOBE 3TOT'0 COOBITUS JIEXKUT
BaXKHBIM MOMEHT B Hallle UCTOPUHU, CaMO COOBITHE CTasio 0OJIbIlle TI0X03Ke Ha MOMBITKY HaluTH cebe
mapy. A OCKOJBKY £ yXke..." "Ouuu!" - rHeBHO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, XJIOIIHYB PyKaMHU II0 CTOJIy, OTYEro
TOT 3aTpelan. JIJIX OCTaHOBUJIa CBOY IBUXKEHUS X BHUMATEIIbHO IOCMOTpeNna Ha Hero. "Cab.
Capp.". "Ila, oTewn", - mpolenTaia OHa, CHOBa IlepeMelnasch Ha cBoe MecTo. OHa orisifesna Apyrue
CTOJIB B KOMHaTe, YTOOB yOeIUTHCS, YTO HUKTO He 3aMeTHJI ee BCIBIKY. "OnpeneieHHO 3aMeTUnu",
- TomyMara oHa Ipo ce0s, Habogas 3a ria3aMu, KOTOPhe OTHYassHHO u30eranu ee B3rsaga. Bce oHu
IBITANTUCh CAEJIaTh BUM, UTO He 3aMEeTU/IM. XOPOIINH IIJ1aH, - B3OOXHY/a OHa. TH - Houb anb(dsl BaiteTa
13 3UMHEN CTay, - TBePAo 3asgBui oH. "[la, oTen", - MOBTOPUJIa OHa B OTBET.

“ThI moNXKHAa NMPEeNCTaBIATh Hallly CTalo BO BCeM. M kak ueH "XO0JI0OHBEIX BOUHOB", ¥ KaK MOS LOYL".
"¢ 3na10". "Ecnu OBl TH 3HAJA, TO HE cTajia OB 00pamaThCs ¢ TAKOHM Helemou mpock0oii!" - mpoperyant
OH. JOuwu B3aporuysa. Ee oten Ovin anbdoi, HeT, anbdoit. OgHO ero MpHUCYTCTBHUE 3aCTaBIIANO €€
CKJIOHATB rojioBy. OHa He Oblia IIeHKOM, e} ellle He ObII0O BOCEMHA/AIIATH, HO ee HaBLIKU ObLIH
OOCTAaTOYHO pa3BUTH AJ1s ee neT. OHa IpoIla CMeHy B BO3pacTe BOCbMHU J1eT. Brimepxkana
WCIBbITaHME U IIOMYanach Bliepef, onepexas TeX, KTO TPeHUPOBaJiCd BMeCTe C Hel. B oguHHaAIaTh
JIeT OHA yXkKe Morya 0e3 Koje6aHui BCTYMAaTh B CIIAPPUHT CO CTAPLIMMHU YJleHaMU XOJIOOHBIX BOMHOB.
U Bce xke OHa cupesa, CheXUBIINCH, KaK Pe0OEHOK, KOTfla Iama Ha Hee Kpudan. "Kpome Toro, -
CKa3aJl OH, IT0OMMaB ee B3TJIS, - B TBOEH Impock0e HeT CMEBICTa".

OH cHOBa CeJl Ha CTYJI, II0JI0XKHUB JIOKOTh Ha CTOJI ¥ IIPUCJIOHUB POT K Ky/IaKy, KakK OyITO pa3MbIIIIss,
HO He Tepss IIPU 3TOM 3PUTEILHOT0 KOHTaKTa ¢ Hel. Ee OpOBU COIIIKMCH B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBE, KOTHa
OHAa yBHUIeJla, KaK B ero rjialax IUIAIeT YTO-TO II0X0kKee Ha UTPUBOCTD. "4 yKe BHICIyLIAI U
OTKJIOHUII TPOCKOY 'peitHmxkep 00 oTnyuke". Temno 3aCTPyuI0Ch 0 IT03BOHOYHUKY U PACTEKIIOCH 110
nuiy. OHa 0TBesla B3TJISA, KOTa OTell u3hani riy0oKui ropioBoi cMex. "He cTOUT cMyIaThes,
neBodka Mos. f Bce nmoHuMar". lllexu Bce elle ropesiy, U OHa IO4YyBCTBOBAJa, UTO TEIEPh €l HeYero
TepsTh B 6eCCTHIHOM mpockOe. "Ecnu Th MOHKWMaeIh, To moyeMy OwL..." "HeT", - TBepHo cka3a OH.
OHa OTKHHYyJAaCh Ha CIUHKY CTyJla ¥ CKpeCTUJa PYKH, IIAs B CTOPOHY. "OIINH, s IOHUMAl0, 4TO B
TBOEM Cepille KUBET XKeJlaHue. 4 3Hal, KakK TSHET K TOBapuIly. f IoOHMMalo TPemeT 10HOM TI00BH.
Ho tebe ermie HeT BocemHamatu". "Ilouytn", - mpoIremnTasita OHa.



"Ho He certyac!" - mpopsidas oH. "Tsl KaK HUKTO APYTOM 3Haellb TPafULMU U 3aKOHBI Halllel CTau.
[Tocne BoceMHafALAaTUIETHS TH BHIMOEIIL 3aMyK U CIIapUIIbCA B MONHONyHUe. He panbiie”. "4 3Hato,
- B3[IOXHYJIa OHa, - MHI Ke He coOupanuch yberaTb. MbI IPOCTO XOTENIM IPOBECTU HEKOTOPOE BPeEMS
BMecTe". "OT0 CIMIIKOM OOJIbIION PUCK. Tara K ClapuBaHUIO 04eHb CUIbHA, 0COOEHHO BO BpeMs
KpoBaBoii JIyHEl. MbI HE XOTUM AOMYCTUTH ommOKK". Ha ero rjiasa omnycTuiaach ThMa, KOra OH
3aKOHYMJI CBOE BHICKa3bIBaHUe. JIIIM TI0HSIa, YTO OH MMeJl B BUfy. CriapuBaHue 0 IIepPBOr0
IIOJIHOIYHUSI BOCEMHAAIATOTO TOa XXKU3HU B 3UMHEN cTae OBIJI0O CEPhe3HBIM IIPOCTYIIKOM. ITO MOXKHO
OBLIO PaclieHUTh KakK IpsiMoe ockopOnenue borunu. "Ho oTtemn!" - BO3MYyIIIeHHO BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA,
IPUIIOIHUMASCh U3-3a CTOJIA U TJIAAS Ha HET'0 CBEPXY BHU3, COBEPIIEHHO He 3a00TSICh O TOM, BUTUT
T ee KTO-HUOYOb UM CHBIIIUT. B 0TBET OH TONIBKO 3aphiyas Ha Hee. OHa cejla 06paTHO U OTBeJa
B3rgn. "MHe 0O4eHb XKalb", - IPOolIelTania OHa.

"Om, s anbda 3TOM CTau, Mpexk[e YyeM TBOU oTell. Kak TBOM anbda, 5 elle pa3 HalmoMuHao Tebe,
YTO TBOW HOJIT IIPEBHIIIE TBOETO ceppla”. Ero cTporuii ToH ObLJI TOMUYEPKHYT MIPUCYTCTBHEM ajb(HL.
"ITa, MO} anbda", - OTBETHUIA OHA, CKJIOHUB T'OJIOBY. "I103TOMY TH OCTaHENILCS N0 KoHIla CoOpaHus
Kposagoii JIyHs u Oynelb IPUHOCUTD ITOJHOLIEHNS Hallel borune". Suim nosTopunia c eile 6onee
yrpioMbIM BumoM: "[a, Anbda". "M Kak TBOM OTell, 1 HalloMuHai Tebe, YTO He CTOUT TaK TOPOIUTHCS
CO B3pocyeHueM". OIUIM CHOBA MOJHSAJA I/1a3a Ha oTua. OHa oXupasia YBULETh ero CypoBOe€ JIULIO,
CypoBoro anb(y, KOTopbiM OH Obl1. Ho OHa yBU[ea B ero riia3ax 4oOpoTy, KOTOPYIO OH PegKO
II0Ka3kIBal. BMeCcTo 3TOro ero BelpaxkeHue ObII0 MATKUM U TellJibiM. OHa HaKJIOHKJIA TOJIOBY K HEMY,
He 3Has, 4ero oxkugath. OTell MPOTSHYI ed PYKY, ¥ OHA B3sij1a ee. OH PoBeJT OOJIBIITNM HaJIbLEeM 10
THUIBHOM CTOPOHE €€ PYKU U 3aTrOBOPHUIL.

"Ouumm, Thl CKOPO BHIMEIIL 3aMYK U CIIAPUIILCS, U XOTS TH AYMaellb TOIBKO O TOM, YTOOH! OBITE C
MI0OMMBIM Y€JIOBEKOM, THI IOJIXKHA IIOMHHUTD, YTO BOJIK CIIapUBAETCS TOJIBKO OJUH pa3. OTO Ha BCIO
OCTaBIIyI0CS XKU3Hb. [103TOMY, Kak Obl Thl HU I00MIa MajibyiKa 1 Kak Obl 1 HU IIPUBETCTBOBAJI €T0,
KaK TBOM oTel, s ObUT OBl TIYIILIOM, eCid OBl He HanloMHUI Tebe, YTOOH! TH ObIJIa YBEpeHa B CBOEM
pemerun”. "4YT0?" - cmpocuia OHa, UICKpeHHe CMyllleHHas ero cioBaMu. "Ho OH ke Mo ToBapuIl".
"MoxeT OBITh, ¥ TaK, HO TOPOIIUTLCA He CTOUT". Anbda BatieT Haxmypusics. "JecTHO ToBOpS,
IOBOJIBHO CTPaAHHO, YTO TH TaK paHO Haljla cBoero ToBapuma'. " He nornuman". Ashleigh frowned.
"YTo THI XOUelllb CKa3aThk?" B ee ceppiie 3apoausiock HemoaaelbHOe 6eCIIOKOUCTBO, a B TNTyOHHe AyIIu
IIOOHSIaCh He3HAKOMas el maHuka. "Huuero ctpamtHoro, meBodka Mos. [IpocTo cuuTay, 4TO TBOU
OTell He X04YeT BUMETh, KaK pacTeT ero MajeHbKas gouyka". "Ho..."

"Ouiny, - B3goxHyn Anbda BataTT, - C60p KpoBaBoii JIyHH - CBAIIEHHOE BpeMs. ITO BpeMs, KOTfia MbI
yecTByeM Hallly boruHio 1 monydaeM ee 61arocinoBenue. [103TomMy B ¢ I'peliHAkKep OOJXKHEL OBITH
CYACTJIMBBEI HaXOMUTHLCS 30eCh. BOTHMHS - Ta, KTO [aeT HaM Hamu OpavHble y3u. He nyuine mu
TIOJIYyYUTE €€ 6J1arocjioBeHre Ha 3TOM CBSIIIEHHOM MEPOIPUSITUM, KOTTa MpubIukKaeTcs Ballla
cBapmb0a? Pa3Be 9TO He YKPEIUT BalllK y3hI?" DK TOYYBCTBOBAJIA, KaK CIIOKOMCTBHUE CMEHSIeTCS
nmaHuKOu. Ee cepaue yCcrokKouaoch. MX pa3rosop moAoLes K KOHIy, KOTa OTel] IT0xKesial
IIOTOPOIUTHLCA U HauTU ee MaTh. OH HafessICs, UTO OHHU YCIIeIOT CTaHLleBaTh IIapy TaHIEB, II0Ka €ro
065{3&HHOCTI/I He IIOMEIIAIT UM 1'I06bIT]:> BMecTe. TeM He MEHeEE, DIUINY He TIOKUAAJI0 9YYBCTBO TeIlIon
IIPU3HATEIbHOCTH U HafeXK Okl Ha TO, YTO OHM C ['pedHOXKep 00peTyT TaKoe ke cuacThe BMecTe. He
IIPOLIJIO ¥ OeCSTH MUHYT IIOCJIe Pa3roBopa C OTI[OM, KaK CBSI3b MeXkAy Hel u Kame6oM BCIBIXHYIA
OTHEM, KOTOPBIN 0 CUX IIOP He [aeT ey MOKOo4.

Ouu GEICTPO BeTasa ¢ KpoBaTu. OHa IOCIelnia B BAHHYI0O KOMHATY, YTOOB YMBITBCS, KOTHa Ha Hee
CHOBa HaBaJIMJIaCh PeaslbHOCTh ee MOoJIoxKeHus. "Elle HeCKOJIbKO 9acoB", - memnTaja oHa cebe,
OpbI3ras Ha JIUI0 X0JI0gHOM Bomoii. "Ellle HeCKOIBKO YacoB, U TOTfa....". DI IogHSIa TOJIOBY U
IIoCMOTpesia Ha cebs B 3epkaso. Yto moTtom?" - 3afanachk OHa BopocoM. 'Bo3BpalieHue JoMoun
HUAYEro He U3MEHUT'. B [Beph BaHHOU IIOCTy4Yasid. JLIJIA CXBATUIACh 3a CTOUKY U B3[OXHYyIa. Y Hee
6osena rosoBa, ¥ OHa YyBCTBOBasa ceOst u3MoTaHHOU. OHa MOTSAHYIACh K OBEPH, 0XKUOAs YBUAETH 110



Ty CTOPOHY MaTh. Koryia oHa OTKpHITIa BEPh, TOJIOBA ee CTaJla JIeTKOH, a 3aTeM OHa I0YyBCTBOBAJIA,
yTo magaeT. OHa 3abIXaiack, KOT/a iBe CUIbHEIE PYKH IIOOXBATHIH ee 3a mieyrd. OHa B0 MOMHSIIa
rosioBy. OT YBUIEHHOI'0 3peJIKIlia T0JI0Ba 3ally/IbCUpPOBaa emle cuibHee. OH yiabsI0ancs e CBOUMHU
BEJIMKOJIENTHBIMU OJ1eJHO-TONyO0RIMYU I'a3amMu. OH OBl IpeKkpaceH. ITo OB ee HACTOSIINY TOBAPHUIII.
He anbda Kaneb. "TIpoctu MeHs", - IpoIllenTaia OHa, KOT{la CO3HaHUE ITOKUHYJTIO ee.
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