"®yQdy, TH U BIpaBAy MUJAIIKa, He TakK 1u?"

CnycTs HEKOTOPOE BpeMs II0CJie TOro, KakK OHM IOKKUHYNH TabupuHT, Apus 6atokasa 6eremMoTra Ha
IIOKa4MBaloIeicsl TOHMI0NE, C PyMSHIIEM Ha IeKax.

Hraxk, 3... Uto 30€CH HpOI/ICXOJII/IT? Kaxertcs, mHe HY2ZKEH IIepeCKas.

Korpma ero xo3siiika OblJTa 3aCTUTHYTa BPACIIJIOX ¥ ITOJBEPTHYTa OIAaCHOCTH, €r0 TEJI0 CaMo 110 cebe
IBUHYIIOCH, YTOOHI 3aIIUTUTh €€, ¥ OH HaXKe MCII0Ih30BaJl OOHO U3 CBOUX yMeHu#. OH PacKphLI cebs
KaK MOHCTPA, KOTOPHIM U OB, ¥ OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY TaK HU3KO, YTO OCTABUJI HEOOJIBIIYIO BOPOHKY B
3eMJie, BMECTO TOTO YTOOBI ITOIBITAThCS BEIIATE Ce0s 3a KOTO-TO OPYIoro.

"He MmoXxeT OLITh, THL..."

OrHakKo, BOIIPEKU €r0 0XKUOAHUSM... Apus He oTcTynuia. Ha camoMm fere, oHa nopouuia 67uxe u
TIOMIHSITIA €T0 Ha PYKH.

M-my-mMm!

W BOT OH OBLI IpUXKAT K ee TPYAH.

X-x03s1Ka, 4T0 ¢ Bamu? HeyxKemnu To, YTO 5 - YyIOBUILlE CPEIX YYOOBUIL, HUYETO O Bac He
3HAYUT...?

"Cmmacu0o, 4TO criac MeHd..."

BrIpa3uB cBO 01arogapHOCTD U CJIeTKa yTONUB 6ereMoTa B CBOEM HEKOJIbTe, Apusi pa3BepHyJach U
yliina, faxe He B3TJISHYB Ha yOUTOTo Mara-ro6yiuHa.

WM BOT TakK MBI IPHUIIUIA K TOMY, I'le HaXOOUMCS ceidac.

Yépt nobepu! Manenbkas KuCKa, IOMEHSIUCS CO MHOM MeCTaMH, XOpO1Io!

['msigst Ha TMTAHTa, OKPYXKEHHOTO TPYObI0 APUH, TOHIOIbEP MBICIIEHHO ITPOKJIMHAJ €T0 CHOBA U
cHoBa. OffHaKoO, IIpu 3TOM, OH OBl 61aromapeH 3a CTOJIb OJIM3K0e Co3epIlaHue 3peulla. ManeHbKue
3aBOMAUIIBI OB MTPAKTUYECKH CTYIEHUCTHIMHY, TIJIaBHO MEHSISI CBOI0 pOpMY BOKPYT BeJIMKaHa, CJIOBHO
obnagast COGCTBEHHBIM Pa3yMOM.

YesoBek - JeUCTBUTENBHO CJI0KHOE CYILECTBO.

B nmro60M crnydae, TOHAOJIa B KOHIIE KOHIIOB JOCTUTIa TOPTOBOTO paliOHa B IEHTPe TOPO/a, 3aBepIuast
0e31Ky. Apus mo0aromapusia JTOHMOYHWKA U YIIUIa C IIPBIXKKOM, CTOJIb XKe JIETKUM, YTO U KOTMla OHA
CaIMIack.

JIOmOYHHUK YTO-TO CKa3aJjl O TOM, YTOORI ITOUTH IIOy2KMHATh BMECTE UJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM pPOIE, HO 3TO



CpPa3y XKe BJIETEJIO B OOHO YXO0 U BEIJIETEJIO B APYyroe, Korga ApI/IH yiiijia, PpaCCedHHO IM04YeChIBasi
TOJIOBY BE€JIMKdHA. OrnsgeBIINCH BOKDPYT, TOHOOJIBEPHI XUXUKAJIX 3d €T0 CUET.

*

(9%~ muc! Emé sns ciomal[]

OVxuxu... [IpuatHeid 3af. [laii-Ka 10TepeThb~[]

«2it! TpoHelh MeHd ellé pas3, ¥ JOMOM BepHENIhCs 6e3 pyKu!»

T'unbous MCKaTeNney MPUKITIOYEHUH PACIIONOXKuUIach B TOPTOBOM KBapTane. IMeHHO TaM BeluKaH
yCIIBIIIan 0CO6eHHO TPOMKHUI 00MEH peryinkKaMu MexXay oQUIMaHTKOM TaBePHH U OOHUM U3

BEPHYBIIUXCS C 3a[laHUs UCKaTeIey IPUKITIOYEHNUM, KOTOPHIM K 9TOMY MOMEHTY yXKe U3PSATHO
HaIumcs.

IIBepb OTKpEITIaCh UMEHHO B pasrap Bceit 9Tol cyeThl. OOBIYHO HUKOMY HET 10 Heé mena. Ha 3ToT pa3
BCE MYXKYMHHI B 3[aHUU KaK OOMH 3aMepiu u 06epHynuch. B mpoéme mosiBumach Apusi —
HEUCTOILINMO MHITHOIPyAas KpacaBuIa.

«9M1, 9T0 XKe Apus!»

«Bcé Takas xKe XOpOIIeHbKas».

«TONBKO INIAHBTE, KAK OHU KOJIBILIYTCS ! »

«XM? JTa IITYKOBMHA Ha CHChKaX y HEE IT0X0XKa Ha KOIIKY, a?»

[TogoOHbIe MENOTKY JOHOCUTIUCH U3 TaBEPHHL. Jb(uiika 04apoBajia BCeX MYXKYMNH B TUIbIUU C TEX
TI0p, KaK HEKOTOpOe BpeMs Ha3ay mpubsiia B JlaOupUHTHBIM ropof. [Ipuxoaunioch BEICIYIINBATh BECh
3TOT IIUPK C OJIM3KOT0 PACCTOSIHUS, M HACTPOEHUS Y BeJIMKaHa IIOCTENIeHHO YOBIBaO... 40 TeX 0P,
II0Ka OH He IIOIITAJICS IOLUIEeBEIUTECS.

®y-y-yXx... Y x0351MHa peasibHO TEMas rpyab~.

[TpuXKaTHIY K €€ IPyAU MOAYIIKAaMH, ero 3aTyMaHEHHOe CO3HaHKe ObIJI0 aTaKOBAHO TEIJIOM €€ Teja
co Bcex CTOpoH. K coxanenuio, ceiiyac ObI710 He BpeMsI 3aCHIIATh.

"Vaxaxaxaxa! Hy, ecnu 3T0 HE Mucc Apusi. Bbl CeromHs BHITTISAUTE 0COOEHHO MpeecTHo!"
- M-muctep Kaccmas...[]

Apust He MBITaNaCh MOOABUTL CTOH, KOTMIa CMEIOIIUNCS MyKYrHa npubnusuics. Ha Hem Obiu
OpoCKue, yKpallleHHbIe OPHAaMEeHTOM JIeTKKe JOCIEeXH II0BEPX TOT0, YTO BHITISHEN0 Kak
BBICOKOKAueCTBeHHas Koxka. Ero muro... 9x, Huxke cpenHero. U y Hero OvutH G1ecTsIIe, Ype3MepHO
HaMa3aHHBIE CPEeICTBOM BOJIOCH], KOTOPHIE OBIM 3aYecaHbl Ha3afl, KakK y rojry6oi COMKH.

3HaKoOMbBTECH, KaccMaH.

OH OBIJI CLIHOM TOPOOCKOT0O OABOPAHHWHA. HeCMOTpH Ha CBOM CTATyC, OH CTaJl aBAHTIOPUCTOM, X HA



CBOM O0HMJIBHBEIE CPeMCTBa MPHOOpeIT JOCTaTOYHO XOPOILIy0 OPOHI0, KOTOPas IIOMOTJIa €My BBIXKHUTE Ha
IyTH K paHry c. OH TakXe OfUH 13 6€CYUCIEHHBIX MYKYUH, KOTOPHIE BITIOOMINCEH B APHIO C TIEPBOTO
B3IJISIIa, ¥ OH IIPECIIeIOBAJI 3Ty 3agHUILY C TeX 0P, KaK YBU[eN ee — mpuyeM 6ojee arpeCcCUBHO,
yeM KTO-1ub0 [IpyToH.

"HUTakK, 4TO CKaxelb? He Xouyels IpUCOEIUHUTHCI K MO’ BeuepruHKe?[]
ITa, “MeHHO Tak. M OH maXke He CKpHIBaCS. Apus Oblna [Jis Hero He UCKaTeNlbHUIleH TPUKITIOYeHUH,

a IIPOCTO KyCKOM MsICa, OT KOTOPOTO MY XOTeI0Ch Kycouek. OH TOKe He CMOTPEJ el B IJ1a3a; ero
rna3a nepeberanu ¢ ee cO61a3HUTENBHEIX HOT Ha HaJIUThHIE TPY/IU.

«MHe o4eHb XKaJb, rocrmogul Kaccman. HecMoTpst Ha TO, YTO BBI TaK 1I00€3HO MTPUTIACUIA MEHS,
MO OTBET He U3MEHUTCS. {1 He 3aMHTepecoBaHa B TOM, YTOOHI IPUCOENUHUTHCS K KaKOH-1ub0
TPyIIe ¢ MyXXK4YUHaMUI».

«He roBopuTe Takux IpyCTHHIX Belllel, tequ Apus, Bce B opsapke. 4 Oyny HexXeH...»

['oBOpS 3TO, OH IPOTSHYJ PYKY, MpubIHKasick K 6eapy Apuu. OHa eflBa He OTTOJIKHYJIA ero, Kak u
m060r0 OPYroro MyK4MHY, HO OCTaHOBUIIA Ce0s, IOHUMAas, YTO 9TO He KAKON-TO 0€3bIMSIHHBIN
HEeTOMsH, KOTOPOMY JIyd4Ille He XBaTaTh TpeThel Horu. KaccMaH ObIT MBOPSTHUHOM, XOTS OBl II0 UMEHH,
¥ OH MOT CHeJIaTh ed TOpa3Mo XyzKe, eCJIi OHa €r0 CIIPOBOIUPYET.

Heropsai. He gymaiite, 4T0o MOXKeTe Tporath ['0CoXKy Tak IpocTo!

BenukaH-KOTApa, 0OHAKO, He Befall O IBOPSHCKOM IIPOUCXOXKAeHnn KaccMmaHa. [la ¥ He BOJIHOBAJIO
ero 3To, Hy Kakoe emy Ob110 genmo? OH 3Ke MOHCTD, IPUYEM TYT BCS 9Ta 4emnyxa. [03ToMy OH
IIPEITHYJI CO SWojego legowiska, BuBIIKCh 3y0aMu B €r0 PYKY, IIpexkze 4eM TOT yCIiesl BOOPY3UTh
CBOIO T'PA3HYIO JIally Ha oIy Apud.

OGHAAAA?! 9YTO 9TO 3A KOT C HEPTAMMU BHYTPHU! CJIE3b!![]
ONHYAN (ITOJIYYN)![J

Kaccmas, APOCTHO pa3MaXuBas U OPHIIrasd PYKaMH, INIBEIPHYJI B€JIMKaHa BBEICE. ToT OTLENnu NacTh
KaK pa3 K TOMY MOMEHTY, KOT'la €ro IIBBEIPHYJIO K IIOTOJIKY.

OJKOTHK?![]

3aBonuia Apusi, HO 6ECITIOKOUTLCS He CTOMII0. KOIKY BCerya YXUTPSIOTCS IPU3EeMIUThCS Ha JIallhl, a
IIPU3EMIIUIICS BeJIMKaH Ha BOBCe HEOXKHOAHHOE MEeCTO: Ha OTTaJKMBaIy0 Mopaaliky KaccMmana.

JUWAAAAAAA——-"17?1]]

Kpuk KaccmaHna enBa He pa36ui Bce 60Kasbl, KOTa BeJIMKAH elrle U MPOIIeJICS KOTTSIMH II0 ero JIUIy.
[[ManeHbKOE THL...!»

Heropsau cTucHyn Kynaxk.

[ONyan (CnuikoM HauBHBIN)![]

B mruoBenue oka, npexpne 4eM KaccmaH ycren ynapuTs, BeJIMKaH OTTONKHYJICS OT ero WEeKU U
rpalro3HO MPU3eMIUICsS 00paTHO B IeKOIbTe K APUM KaK HU B 4eM He OhIBaJIO.



KRCH—
Kynak KaccmaHa He mepecTaBas JBUTaThCS. B pe3ynbTaTe OH 04eHb O0ILHO yHapui ceds 1Mo HOCY.
— Cyuutit notpox! A yonio TeOs!

H3priras ockopOeHus, KpoBb U3 Hoca, KaccMaH BBIXBATHII CBOM Med M3 HOXKEH, TOTOBBIM Ha BCE,
YTOOBI yOUTH KOTEHKA.

X-xM...?!

['UraHT HAMPSATCS, MHITAsICh IPUAYMAaTh BEIXOM U3 MOJIOKEHHUS, B KOTOPOe OH TOJIBKO 4TO momas. Ho
TI0Ka OH Tepebupas uaeu, 4To-To MOJKpPasiock K KaccMmany c3amu.

— Ou, Kaccu, ThI yero wmnary BhITAIUI?

T'oyoc, UCXOMSIINY U3 TOTO, YTO JOJIKHO OBIJIO OBITH €0 PTa, OB ITy00KUM U TPobyXKaan YTo-TO
TIEPBOOLITHOE B CEPALIAX U YMaXx BCEX, KTO €r0 CJIBIIAJ... ITO ObIJI0 YYBCTBO CHIPOT0, HEOOY3OaHHOTO
CTpaxa, U3 TeX, YTO 3aCTABJISIET Ballle TEJIO OLIETIEHETh, faXKe eCJIM Balll MO3T KPUYUT 0e3KaTh CIIOMS
T'OJIOBY ¥ HUKOTTA HE OTJISIbIBAThCS.

— K-KT0 4epr... HeT, momoxkKau, TH XKe...

Kaccman po6ko 06epHYJICS ¥ BHE3aITHO 3aCThlI, 00BSTHIM 9K3UCTEHIIMAIBHEIM Y2KacoM. Komocc
IIPEKpPacHO MOHUMAJ MPUYUHY 3TOTO0. To, uTo yBuAen KaccMmaH, ObIIO HE IIPOCTO YEIIOBEKOM, a
BOIIJIONIEHHEM yKaca.

BruManwue! ITOT mepeBom, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ He TOTOB.

Ero cratyc: ugeT nepeson
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