['maBa yeTBepTas: [IBe CTpATETHHN.

YacTe mepBas:
- I'epou Illectu LiBeToB, 1033y u HameTanus ugyt K ropam O0MopoKa, - cka3an Keema TryHero.

V3HaB 3710, TryHe# HalpaBUICSI HAa CeBeP C OCHOBHEIMM CHJIAMM, CTapasiCh OBUTATHCS KAK MOXKHO
onicTpee. Ho mo rop O6MOpoKa UATH HE MEHBIIE ITOJIOBUHEI THS.

Tryueit cugen Ha criuHe OTPOMHOT0 KbheMa-Clu3Hs ¥ CMOTpPEN Ha CeBepHOoe He00, HU4YEero He TOBOPSI.
TeMHbIl crienuanucT HoMmep 2 netesn psgoM ¢ HUM, OTAaBas IpuKasbl Keema.

- Xa-xa. Ham He mpuoch ux uckatb. OHu camu unyT B XpaMm Cyas0Obl. XMM, CTaHOBUTCS TOJIBKO
UHTEPECHEeeE.

Tryne# Becesno cMmesticst. OH TOpo¥ OBIT OCTOPOXKHEBIM, a ITOPoi Ben ceds1, Kak pebeHoK. Ho HUKTO u3
nocyiefgoBatTenierd TryHes He MOT IIOHATh, O YEM OH AyMaerT.

- Ho Henw3st paccnabnsatbesi. Koneuno, 'epou 4T0-TO 3agyMaiy, HO MeHs 6osbliie 6ecrokout [1033y, -
ckazan TryHeu, Korga cMeX yTHUX.

- OH MaJio YTO MOXKET IPEOIPUHSTE.

- Ha. Ho 1033y nerko He no0enuTs, - Cka3an TryHei. - MUHTepecHO, YTO MPOUCXOAUT ¢ TeMHBIM
crnemnuanucToM Homep 9.

- OH OBITAaeTCSA UX OCTAHOBUTH. MOXKET, HE CTOUT Ha HETO PAaCCUYUTHIBATE, - OTBETHUII HOMep 2.

- He ctouTt Tak gymats. Ecnu Bce moifeT, KaK Hafo, TO MBI KOT0-HUOYIb U3 HUX IIOMMaeM, - CKa3al
TryHeli, OHU LJIA JaJIbllle.
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Tem BpemeneM, ['onmod u Yamo G6exkanu K OTPOMHOMY OEPEBY C CEBEPHOM CTOPOHEL. CONgaTH-TPYIIHI
OCTaJIUCh C AZITIETOM ¥ OCTAJIbHEIMHU, TIOTOMY UM IIOYTH HUKTO He Melnan. ['ongod GRICTPO OTIHYIICS,
yTOOH yOemuThCs, 4To YaMo ellle UOET 3a HUM. AQIeT Ipeaynpexaa, YTo OHa He OPUEHTHUPYEeTCS Ha
MECTHOCTH, YTO OHA MOXKeT 3a0/IyIuThCS.

Barnsm Yamo Ovin xonogubIM. CIIOBHO OHA XOTeJla CKa3aTh, YTO 3HAET, YTO OH ee IPefacT.
- HYamo, 51 He nipepaM 'epoeB. [laxke eclu 3TO IpUKaXKeT IPUHIIECCa.
- [IpaBma?

Yamo He YCIIOKOMIIach, HO TIOAEIaTh OH HUYEro He MOT. ECu mpomomKaTh OTPUIATh, YTO OH
IpefaTesb, 9TO HUYET0 He U3MEHMUT.

OHM 0CTAHOBUJIMCH Y Kpas jeca. OTCIofa OHY BUENHU conpat. [loxoxke, AQJIET ¥ OCTAJIbHbIE
IPUBJIEKIIA UX BHUMaHWe, OHU He 3aMeTunu ['onpoda u Yamo. Ho oHM Bce elrle He BUIEM TIaBHYIO
11e71b - TeMHOTO crenuamucTa. MoxXeT, OH CKpBIBajcs, 60s1Ch, 4TO ®peMu B HETO BRICTPEIIHUT.

ConpaTH-TPYIBL HE OBUTAIKUCH, HO I'0mod OB yBEPEH, YTO BCKOPE OHU MOUAYT K ALJIETY U
OCTaJIbHbIM.



- He cTout monaratescst Ha ®pemu unu 6adymo. YaMo cama ¢ HUMU pa3bepeTcs.
- ...l ToXe X0Tes TakK IOCTYNIUTS, - OTBeTUI ['onmod.

ConpaTel He Ka3aJIuCh CUILHBIMU. MOXKET, eC/IX HallaCTh celdac, OHU OTMEeNIal0TCS MEHbBITHMHI
noTepsiMu. Ho mpo6ieMoii ocTaBasICs CelbMOM, OH MOT Ha4yaTh IeMCTBOBATh. I 011mod X0Tel Mockopee
pazobpaThcs ¢ TEMHBIM CITEIMaIuCTOM, YTOOB CeIbMOM He YCIIeq BMEIIaThCs.

FOHJIO(I) TPEBOZKUJICA U N3-3a IIPEIJIOKEHU A Hamertaunuu YCTPOUTL JIOBYHIKY IOJISA Pononuu. OH Bce
ellle He PelInl, 6YJIeT JIK Y94aCTBOBATh B 3TOM, IIOA03PEBaAsi, 4TO Hametanus cMOXKeT CHOBa 06MaHYTB
ero.

«MozxeT, cTouT 000 BCeM paccKa3aTh AIJIETy U OCTAHOBUTH ee, ITI0Ka He MO3MHO, - momyMarn [ommod,
HO nepegymai. - Het yx. [InaH omaceH, HO CTpaxX He MOT HUYeMYy IToMo4b. Ee miaH MoXeT
obecnieuuts mobeny I'epoes [llectu 1IBeTOB».

% % %
- Annet-cas, PoyloHHUSI-CaH, YTO BHI leflaeTe?

[ o033y nputien K AfjieTy, 4To CTOSUI U CMOTpe Ha TeJo. PoymoHus nokasana [[033y Hagnuck Ha 60Ky
TPYIa, ¥ ero ria3a PacUIMpPUIUCh OT MOTPSICEHNUS.

- YT0 3TH CJIOBA 3[€ECh...?
- [Jo33y-caH, Cpegu HUX eCTb KTO-TO KHWBOM, ¥ OH IIPOCUT ITOMOIIIH.

- YecTHO T'OBOps, 51 B 3TO HE BEPIO. BpHI]; JIX B TAKOM COCTOSIHMHU KTO-TO MOT BBIXKUThH. YK TOYHO OH
He MOT" HU4ero HalluCarTh...

Apnnert Toxe Tak gyman. ConpaThl Obiu TpynaMu. OHU ObIIM HOCHUTENISIMU ITapa3uToB, YTO
3aCTaBJIANIU UX OBUTATHCS.

- { monsma 3To, Korga HOHpOGOBaHa HX KPOBb. Onu B YXKACHOM... OTBPATUTEJIIBHOM COCTOAHUHA... HO
OHU BCE€ €elll€ XKUBHI.

- [Torogu, Ponmonus-caH, - cka3an [1033y. - Ml yKe He MOXXeM MeHATh 1aH. O Hac yxe 3HaeT
Tryneii. Ecnu MBI He ycnieeM nonacTth B XpaM Cymas05I, TO Hac OKpPyXKarT U yOBIOT.

- {1... noHuMar, HO... - POIOHUA IIBITanack BO3pa3uTh. - Mul ¢ A-KyHOM [OJIZKHELI [IOMOYb COJIZaTaM.
Mz y3HaeM npaBny o YepHoM IlycToiBeTe, eCliy UM IIOMOXKEM.

- 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO, - 0TBeTUNI [1033y.

- [1-moxkanyiicra, [1033y-caH. { mocTapaioch, HO 3TO He TPUYUHUT 1pobieM. ComaThl MBHITAIOTCS HaM
IIOMOYb. TakK paccKaxu HaM, KaK UX CIIaCTH.

AqnjeT cMOTpe Ha CJI0Ba.
«2KuBel 11 0HU? 2KUBEL JIU Te XKUTEJIU OePEBHHU, YTO CTaJIX COJIfaTaMU-TPyIIaMu?»

Bropyr oH mo4yBCTBOBaJI IPUCTYII TOUIHOTHL. VIMU yIIpaByIsiu apa3uThl, 3aCTaBJIAIA CPAXKaThCs,
yOepKrBasl B CO3HAQHUU. YKe OT 3TOr0 eMy OBIJIO IIJI0XO.



W cmsiTeHMe BEPHYJIOCH K ATIeTy.

«MO2KHO JIH UX CIIaCTH?» - Ha MUT OH XOTEeJI COTJIaCUThCS C POHOHI/IGI;I, HO OH BOPYT KOE-4TO
BCIIOMHMUII.

- Omubaemscs, PonoxHusd.
-Y9t0?

- 9To noBy1Ka. TryHe# paccTaBui I0BYIIKY. OH Hamucas 3TU CJI0Ba, YTOOBI COMThH HAC C TOJIKY U
3aCTaBUTh TPATUThL BPeMs Ha IOMOIIb COJIaTaM-TPyIaM.

[TogTBEpAXTH OH HE MOT, HO OH iyMaJl, YTO TTyHeill BIIOJIHE MOT TaKOe CHEeJaTh.
- Bo3M02KHO0, HO ¥ THI MOXKEIIIb OIITN0aThCS. ..

- MBI He MOXKEM 3TOTO caenaTh. [lepecTanb UM ToMoraTb. Mbl He MOKEM TPaTUTh Ha 3TO BpeMsi!
Brmepen! - AnneTt copBacs ¢ MecTa.

- Ap-kyH! - KpukHyna Pononus.
o33y Gexkan 3a Agnerom u Hameranued, 4To ycrasna XaaTh ¥ HallpaBUIach K BparaM.

Ilaxke eCliu CONMaaThl ObIIH 2KUBBIMHY, UM HEJIb35 OBIJIO IIOMOYb. ApmeTr MOr IHUIIb 6I:>ICTpee
YHUYTOXKUTE UX, YTOORI ITIOMOYb O6peCTI/I TTOKOM.
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«[Touemy, An-KyH? - nymasa PonioHus, nieTsacs 3a ALJIETOM U OCTallbHBIMU. - KaK TEl MOXKeIb
yOuBaThL CONOAT-TPYIOB?»

Comnpatsl CTOSITTA BOKPYT OTPOMHOTO IEPEBA, B IIeHTpe - TeMHBIN CIIelanucT. A TpU YejioBeKa U
033y npubnuxanuce K coifataM. OHU XOTeNIU OTBJIeYb Ha ce0sl CONAaT-TPYIOoB, Toka Yamo u
Tonpod atakyior. KoHeuHo, ny4iie Bcero youth TeMHOro crenuanucTa npsMmo ceiyac.

Ho Pononus comHeBanach. OHa nogo3peBaa, 4TO eciii oHU yObI0T TeMHOro crienuanuct Homep 9,
BCE COJIJATHI TOTUOHYT.

Annet u [1033y coOupanuch HanacTh Ha TeMHOT0 crenuanucTa, y Amieta 6sita 6om0a, 1033y
TOTOBUWICS YOApUTh MOnHUEN. Ho OHU He yCIenu 3TOro CAenaTh, CONAaTh 6POCUIUCh Ha HUuX. Y oHU
3acyoHunu coboit KreMa, Terneps onacTh 0 HeMy He IOJTyYUIIoCh OHI.

- YepT, UX CAUIIKOM MHOTO! - KpUKHYJ AQIJeT.

OTH conpathl Benmu cebs He Tak, Kak mpepbigyiire. OHM aTaKOBaIM T'PYIIAMHE 110 Tpoe u Oosbiie. [0
3TOTO COJIZATH IIOJTy4asIu IPUKa3bl U3ajieka, Ho ceryac TeMHBIM crielanucT Bunes O60m.

- Hamretanus, nomoru!
- [IpocTH, HO U MHE TAXKKO!

Xots Apnert, Hametanus u []033y ObITanuck TpoOpaThCs Bliepen, PomoHMS UL 3aluinanach OT
aTakK ¥ HUYEero He fenasna. M3-3a cTpaxa paHUTH COJIAT, OHA yHaapsina cia6o. Ho ToBapuimu
aTtakoBanu ux 6e3 KoneOaHu. AQjeT MPoH3as ux MeuoM, Hametanus Tep3ana KNuHKaMu, [1033y



cxkuran Monauen. Ho, ringagg Ha 910, Pononus gymana:
«Kak BB MOXKeTe uxX yOuBaTh?»

Korma Pononus nompo6oBasia KPoOBb COJIIaTa, TO MOHSJIA, B KAKOM OHHU COCTOSTHUHU. X cepplia
Ounuch, ux Mo3ru paboTanu. Ho mapa3uThl 3aCTaBIISIN UX TeJla XKUTh C ITOCTOSHHBIM T'OJIONOM 1 6e3
oTHobIXa. M Bce XKe OHa pelllniia, YTO ITIOMOYbL UM peasibHO, eciu yOpaTh IapasuTa.

AnneT Xxe pemun yOuTh BCeX COMAAT-TPYIIOB.

«OH Tak xkecTok? OH CIIOKOMHO yOUBaeT JII0feH, YTO elrle KUBH, KOTOPHIX 3aCTaBJISIOT CpaKkaThCs.
9T0 HyXKHO [7g 1o0efrl? ITO cooTBeTCTBYeT cTarycy ['epos [llectu LiBeToB? 3HAUUT, U3-3a ITOTO 5 -
nioxoi ['epoeii, pa3 y MeHsI HET TAaKOU CHUJIBI?»

- Pononus! Bo3sMu ce0s B pyku! - 3aBonuit AfjierT.
Pononus n3berana cpaxenus. OHa cHOBa Oblyla TPOOIEMOM 71T OCTAIbHBIX.

- [Topa3uTenbHo. f 1 He gyMarna, YTO MBI C 3TUM He pa30epeMcs, - cka3ana HalmleTaHusi, Ipu3biBas
MedHn.

TeMHBIN clleluanucT He COBUHYJICS ¢ MecTa. Ho PonoHus ycnbimana Tuxue cioBa Afjera.
- [la, HO Y MeH$ eCTb IIJIaH, - ¥ OH KPUKHYJI. - MBI CTOUM Ha MeCTe, TaK 4TO OTCTyrnaem!

Annet cxBaTul OBIMOBYIO 60MOY ¥ pa30uiI ee 0 3eMJI0. BCKope Bce BOKPYT 3aIOJIHUI AHIM, HUYETO He
OBITIO BUIHO, ¥ COMIATHl OCTAHOBHUIIUCE.

- A 310 3(ppeKkTUBHO!

Pononus nobexana IIPpOYb, KdK M CKa3all Apner, HO BCKOpe€ IIOHAJIa, 9YTO OCTAJIbHBIE€ ITIOCTYIIUIINA
HNHa4e.

Hamretanus co3faia KJIMHOK, OH TOpYasl U3 3eMJIU. AQIJIET OTTONIKHYJICS OT Me4a U B3JIETEJl BBHICh.
OH Gpocu B LIeHTP BPazKeCKUX CUJI HECKOIBKO IIPEIMETOB.

TeMHBIN CITeIManyuCT U3all efiBa CIBIIIHLIN 3BYK. To, 4T0 Opocus AJeT, yaio Ha 3eMJIi0, ¥ BCe
conpgaThl 6POCUINCE Ha 3BYK. Ho HUYero He MpOU301IIO.

Pononus pemna, yTo Agnet Opocusl KaMHH, ITepenyTaB ux ¢ 6oM6amMu 1u3-3a JeIMa.

Conpatsl cobpanmuch y 6€300MIHBIX BEIUI], ¥ TYT AmyieT Opocun HacTosIyio 6omMOy. M B TOT ke MUr
033y u HamretaHust aTakOBasIu IEHTP BCEMHU CHUIaMH, Iefsick B TeMHOTo creluanucta. Ho MHoTHe
COJIIaTHI BCTAJIK Ha 3alllUTY, TYT XXe yMHUpas.

«OHU Bpary, HO CpaxkaloTCs, KaK KOMaH[a», - TofyMasia PojloHus, Tsasi, Kak COTPYIHUYAT ALJIET,
o33y 1 Hametanus. OHa efjBa MOTJla pas3risgfeThb, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT, HO YYBCTBOBAJIA CTHIA.

Ona enBa Bupena TeMHOro0 crenrdanucTa. ITo ObIJI0 HACEKOMOE Pa3MepPoM C HejIoBeKa C TOHKUM U
TBEP/BLIM TEJIOM U Y3KUMHU JIallKaMH, B LlIeHTpe ero 6pioxa OblJT MEIIOK, TOe OH IIPOHU3BOANII
mapa3uToB. M 4T0-TO BO3BHIIIAJIOCH HA €T0 TeJle, YTO, BUAUMO, pOXKAano cymecTs. CongaTsl
CYeTUINUCh, ¥ TYT NOcblmasncs peB ['onmoda, 0H aTakoBal C CEBEPHOM CTOPOHHL.
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«He HyX)HO X)1aTh, moka ®pemu BEICTPenUT B KbeMa, s caM ¢ HUM pa30epych», - [onmod moMyancs K
COJifaTaM-TpyIam.

Ero 3ametunu, u CoiamaTsl C BOIJISIMU IIOTAHYJINChE K HEMY PYKaMH, HO FOJ'II[O(l) He YKIIOHSJICH. On
IIOJIy4all I10 IIJIeMYy U Iiee YOdPhI, 9TO Y6I/IHI/I OBl OOBIYHOTO YeJI0BeKa.

- Yyaaa!

Tonmod ynapus njedoM B JKUBOT CONAaTa. TPYI OTJIETEN ¥ YIApUIICS O IPYroro cojiaTa.
Hcnonb3osaB MoMeHT, ['onpnod nponsunyscs Buepen. ConpaTh Hanafany Ha ['onpoda, HO OH KOIbeM
oTOpackIBaJl BparoB C MyTH U TePIIeJl UX aTaKu.

Ixyma YaMo0 yHAUTOXKAaIN OCTaBIINECS CUJIBL COIAaT. Bparos mo4yTtu He ocrtanock, u ['ongod yBupen
Temnoro cnenuanucta Homep 9.

KpeMa u3man MpOH3UTEIbHEIHM BOIIJIb, ¥ COMIAATH OPOCHIIMCEH Ha ero 3aIluTy. KbeMa 0TBepHYICS OT
Tonpoda u nmobezxkasn Ha IoT.

- Tol momkeH cxBaTuTh ero, Fonmod! - kpuyana Yamo.

Ho oH u cam coOupascs Tak mOCTYIUTh. [ISTh CONIAT BCTAIO Ha ero myTH. ['o1mod meITalcs YIapuTh
110 HUM, HO CTOHMJIO TPOH3UTh I'PYOb COJIAATA, KaK APYyTrHe HeIIsiuch 3y0aMu 3a KOIIbe U XBaTaIUCh
3a Teno 'onmoda.

- Arx!

Xots T'onmog MOT BEPHYTH KOIIbE, OH BCE JKe ObIJT B MEHBIITMHCTBE IPOTUB IATEPHIX. A CONIATH
nogHsany [ongoda v Havaaw pacKadyuBaTh €ro.

- YTO THI TBOPUIIL?

OmuH u3 [Ixkyma YaMo B Bufie 3MeH MOSIBUIICS C3a[y ¥ OTKYCHJI TOJIOBY COJIaTa, YTO XBATaJCs 3a
Kombe. Ho maxke MepTBOe TEJ0 He OTHyCKaso Kombe, ['onmod u [IKyMa mpomomkan 60ps0y.

A TemuHl crierranucT HoMep 9 u conpmaThl, 4TO 3alUIANU ero, coexau.

Annet v HametaHus Cle[oBajiy 3a HUMH U IBITAIHACh 0CTaHOBHThL HoMepa 9, HO ¥ UX OCTaHOBUIIH
COJIIATHL.

- 3a HUM! - KpUKHYJ AJIET, IBITasiCh TPoOuThesa. Hameranus u [1033y Obiiu psagoM, PonoHus He
OoTCTaBasa.

* 3k k
PauHa cnbiman 3BYKHU CPDAXKEHUSA U3TAJIEKa. OH crblmman B3PEIBELI M TPECK MOJTHUM.

«T'epou cpaxaioTcsi c HomepoMm 9», - momyman Panna. MeYHUK C pacTpenaHHBIMU BOJIOCaMu ObLI
JIUIIL OTBJIEUEHUEM, a TJIaBHasl OMTBa IIPOXOANIIa BAay.

Teno PauHBI HANIPaBIAIOCh K OTPOMHOMY [IEPEBY B LIEHTPE JIeca.

«Xopotuo, - xyman Pauna. - Ecriu OB 5 moliesn 3a MEYHUKOM, OH yYOum Obl MeHs, ¥ 5T He CMOT OBl
HUYEro pacckasarTh ['eposm».



Ho ecnu OH BCTPETUT OPyTrux I'epoes, TO OHU CMOTYT 3aMETUTh CJIOBA Ha €TI0 PYKE.

PanHa pe3ko no4yBcTBOBa ycTanocTs. OH MOT yIIpaBJIATh JiIeBou pyKou. OH ellle HU pa3y He
I0JTy4asl TaKyi0 BO3MOXKHOCTD ABAXKMHI B IeHb. TaK YTO 9TO IBHO OBIJIO CBS3aHO C COCTOSTHUEM KreMa,
YTO YIPABIIAJ COJIgaTaMU-TPyIIaMu.

«...0TnuyHOo! 3TO MHE Ha PyKy!»

Pauna pagosasncs. Ecnu oH noMalnet pykoi nepep I'epossMu, ToKaxeT UM IIPaByI0 PYKY, OHU
IOUMYT, YTO OH XKMUBOU. Y yK TOUHO He yOBIOT €ro cpasy.

,E[pyrI/Ie COJIDATHEI TOXKE OIBUTAJIMCh B HEHTDP JIeCa, OH 0exxal ¢ HUMK ¥ CJIBIIIA OTOBCIOY KPUKH.

«I'epou Ilectu LIBeTOB», - ¥ TyT ParHa yBuen He4YTO HeoXupaHHoe. Mx nmyTs nperpaxpnanu Keema B
BU[IE SIIEPUL], MUIBOK, CIIU3HEH.

«ITnoxo memno!»

Ecnu KvreMa yBULAT €J10Ba, TO €0 yObi0T. OH MONBITANCS IPUKPHITh PYKY PYKaBOM, HO TYT CIIy4YMIOChH
He4TOo HeoxupaHHoe. OrpoMHbN KbeMa-cnu3eHs MIOHYI 1a0M B Pauny. Ero teno orckouuno,
IIpaBasl pyKa AepHyJach U yaapuia cnu3Hg. OH nouaparnan KoxXy, HO He CUJIBHO nIoBpenul Keema.

Ho Kvema He TONIBKO aTakoBanu PavHy, OHU Hanafanyu ¥ Ha OPYTUX COJIEAT-TPYIIOB.
«IloueMy OHU Ha Hac Hamanu?!»

He nmonuMast npuunnsl, Pauna u gpyrue conpaTsl 6oponuck ¢ KreMa. Ho Bpsp mu Kbema 3atuimanu
I'epoes.

«MozXKeT, 3T0 ClIoCOOHOCTh KOT0-TO U3 I'epoeB? MoxkeT, cpefu HUX eCTh CBSITast, UTO YIIpaBIsieT
Krema?»

Pawnna BCe ellfe neITanca yKa3aTh JIEBOM PYKOU Ha cjioBa. OH CXBaATHUJICA 3a IIPaBYIO PYKY, ITOKA3bIBas
cinoBa KreMa-CJIn3HIO.

Ho ToT mpopmoskas aTakoBaTh, ParHe IPUIIIOCH 3aIUINATLECS JIEBOM PYKOM, KOTOPYIO OH yKe IIJI0X0
YyBCTBOBAJI.

«Yto 3T10? UTO K€ MHe fenaTh?» - gyMa PavHa, a Teo IpoaosiKaio cpaxkaThbCs.
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