3a TOPU30HTOM COJIHIIE HAUMHAET TOJHUMATLCS Hafl TOpaMU M CTBOJIAMU CTaphIX, BHICOXIIIUX
nepeBbeB. KpacHBIE COTHEYHbIE IYYHU MPOJIUIMCE JoXKAeM Ha Mup IInHOoOU, MOrpy3uB MUP B KPACHHBIN
OKeaH, KOTOPBIM HAIOJIHUT JII0JEeX HaJeXa0u UIh CTPaXxoM.

HacTymaeT HOBBIY [IeHb, U JIIOOU C YIBIOKON MUIU XMYPHIM B3TJISIIOM OTKPBIBAIOT T'i1a3a, Tu60
IIPUBETCTBYS JIYYU XKU3HU C PACIIPOCTEPTHIMU 00BATUSIMY, MO0 OmacasiCh Hayajia HOBOTO HHSI.

BHyTpH BHICOKOM OalllH{, OKPAIIeHHOH B TEMHO-KPACHEIH 1IBET, CUE]T YeJI0BEK B YETHIPEXYTOIbHON
IIJIATe ¢ HAXMYPEHHBEIME OPOBSIMH, €r0 MOPIIMHKUCTOE JIKII0 TOBOPUJIO O TEYEHUU BPEMEHH, a eTo
ry6oK¥e XMyphie OPOBH CBUIETEILCTBOBAIM O €T0 XaOTHUHBIX MBICTISAX. Er0 B3I 0CTAHOBUIICS Ha
IIBepH U3 CBETIIO-KOPUYHEBOT'0 KeIPOBOTO [epeRa.

TUK-TAK. TUK-TAK. TUK-TAK.

CTapuK CUOUT y2Ke MUHYTY, B3TJIAM €r0 TO TYCKHEET, TO MPOSICHSAETCS.

Korpa ogHa MuHyTa IIpeBpaTUiach B JeCiTh, a JeCaTh MUHYT IIPEeBPaTUIUCh B OOUH Yac.
«Xaa...»

[Ipexne yeM OH ycCIell BEIIIPSIMUTE KOJIEHH, U3-3a JBEePU pa3faiach CepUus yoapos.

TYK. TYK. TYK.

— BoiiguTe, — cKa3as CTapuK OOCTATOYHO I'POMKO, YTOOBI YEeJI0BEK 3a IBEPHI0 MOT CIILIIIATE €T0
ToJIoC.

CKpUMuUnI

Crapasi IBepb CKPUITHYJIa, KOT{la OTKPBIIAChH, U 5 YBUAEN MYXKYMHY C GPOH30BOM KOXKEH ¥ KOPOTKUMHU
KAIlITaHOBBIMU BOJIOCAMU. JIMII0O MyKYUHEI 3aKPHITO O/I0M MaCKO B BUME KOIIKY, a Ha JIEBOM IJleye
BBITATYMPOBAH CBOEOOPA3HEIN CUMBOJI OTHS. MyK4YKMHaA BCTal Ha KOJIEHY, a Ha PyKaX y HEero OBl
CBepTOK 6eJiol TKaHM, BHYTPU KOTOPOT'O KPETKO CIial MIafeHell.

— Jlopn Xokare, BOT pe6eHOK, KOTOPOTO BHI UIIEeTe, — CKa3aJsl OH, CKIIOHUB T'OJIOBY, IEMOHCTPUPYS
yBakKeHUe ¥ MPEeNaHHOCTh CBOEMY XO35SMHY. 3aTEM OH IIepeHecC CISIIero pebeHKa B IePeBsIHHYIO
KOJIbIOE b, TPUTOTOBIIEHHYIO TIEPe TeM, KaK OH BOIIEJ B KaOUHET.

CrapuK 3a CTOJIOM B3TJISHYJ Ha pe0eHKa, Ipexae 4eM MaXHyTh PYKOH, OBICTPO OTIYCTUB HUHO3S
AHBY. — Xopormas paboTa, — IOXBaJIuI OH, — MOXKEIITh UATH, — IIPUKa3aJl OH.

— Ia, roctioguH Xokare. [loknoHuBmuCces cTapuky xokare, AHBY yiern, He n3maBas HU 3BYKa,
3aKphIBas OBepb. Barnsan Xokare Ha MTHOBEHUe 3afiepKaliCsd Ha KeAPOBOU IpeBeCHuHe, IIpeXie YeM
OH HCIIyCTHJI B3[J0X, KOTOPHIM HEKOTOPOEe BPeMd CaoepxkuBail. Korga ero B3risg OCTAHOBUICS Ha
peOE€HKe, KOTOPHEIM MUPHO CIaJl, OH 3TOMCTUYHO IT0YYBCTBOBAJ 3aBUCTh, IPeXK/e YeM IIoKadaTh
TOJIOBOM.

— Kymnza, — npo6opMoTas XoKare, — TBOM ChIH OY€Hb II0X0XK Ha Te0s.

['nsns Ha KpoBaBO-KpaCHBIE BOJIOCH! MaJIbYUKa C 30JI0TUCTO-KEJITBIMU IPSAAIME U OakeHOap/b,
BBIPOCIIIHE Ha IleKaX pebeHKa, OH YIRIOHYIICS, IIpeXkae YeM OIyCTUTh B3TJIS ¥ 3aKPHITh I'71a3a,
TIOTHpAasi PyKaMu BUCKH.

— Kakas rpycast cymb6a, — npo6opmoTan cTapuk. OH He HeHaBUOUT pebeHKa, OH HeHAaBUOUT TO, YTO



BHYTPU Hero. — MuHATO, YTO Tl Hafennan? — CIPOCUII CTapukK, He oXupgas oTBeTa. MUHATO
HaMukaz3e, 4eTBEPTHIN X0Kare, NOIKeH OB IPUBECTH JEPEBHIO K IIPOIBETAHUIO, HO 0XKUIaHUS
4yacTo 3aKaH4YMBAIOTCA pa3odyapoBaHueM. OcTaBuB peOeHKa, 3aTOUKB CaMOoro 37100HOTO 3BEPS B MUDE,
ayia MuHAaTO IPEITHYIa IPIMO B XKenynok bora Cmeptu.

[TpaBunbHO, pe6eHOK — MKXUHUYPUKHU. OH IXUHUYPUKH [EBITUXBOCTOTO /TKca, 00jiee M3BECTHRIN KaK
Krio6u-H0o EXO, mpeBeCTHUK HEHABUCTH U pa3pyIllIeHus.

«YepT BO3bMHU, ITOYEMY THI HOJIZKEH OBIT yMEpeTh Tak paHo?!»

[Taxe cenyac OH BCe ellle He MOXKET CMUPUTLCS C TEM, YTO €r0 IPEEMHUK yMep MOJIOABIM U CBEXKHUM,
y Hero fgaxe He OBIJIO IIaHCaA POJOHUTH ellle ogHOTo pebeHka. OH 3HAET, YTO KUTh B CTAPOCTH KaK
HUH[351 — BCE PAaBHO UTO HaUTU COKPOBHIIE Ha JOPOre, II03TOMY, XOTS OH OIIaKHBaJl CMEPTh
MwuHaTO, OH He BUHHUII €T0.

Ynoaya — Belp HeyJIOBHMasi, BBl HE MOXKETE IIOJIyYUTh €€ IIPOCTO IIOTOMY, YTO XOTHUTE.

[TepeBens B3TJISAA B OKHO, CTaPUK IIOYYBCTBOBAJ Ha3peBaloIy0 rooBHy0 601b. Kak Xokare, oH
MMeeT IIpaBo pemraTth cynb0y pebeHka. Ho Bompoc B TOM, XBaTHUT JIM ¥ HETO Ha 9TO MyXKeCTBa?
BrepBbie B XKKU3HU X0Kare moxarsesl, YTO HOCUT IIJIANY C 9M0IeMOM OTHS.

Ero oTBETCTBEHHOCTH COCTOMT B TOM, UTOOH COEIATh NEPEBHIO IIPOIBETAOIIEHN ¥ MOTYIIECTBEHHOM,
yTOOB CEMEHA BOMHEI B APYTHUX BEJIMKUX IEPEBHSAX UIMHOOUM HE ITPOPOCTIH, a 3TO 3HAYUT, YTO OH
MOJI2KeH IPEeBPATUTh 3TOT0 peOeHKa B opyxkue. ITo Oblza ero cymb0a, Tak Kak CaMo ero
CyILlIeCTBOBaHUE IMOPOXKIAET CTPAaX B CepMllax JIIofe, HO KaK 0TIy, KOTOPHIH BUIE] CMEPTh MHOTHX
CBOUX CHIHOBEM, eMy OBITIO TSKeJI0 Ha cepflle MPeBpaTUTh pedeHKa B XoOsiuee OpyXKue, HO eT0 pas3yM
PacCymui, YTO OH HOJIKEH.

OH XKeJaeT JaTh pe6eHKy HOPMalIbHYIO CHACTJIMBYIO XKU3Hb, XOTA PEaJIbHOCTE MUKTYET, NHOE.

— Xa... — Xupy3eH 00HapPyXKUJI, YTO He MOXKeT IPUHITE peinenre. OH cTan XoKare B MOJIOIOM
BO3pacTe U OBIJT 0OUeHb MY[IPLIM U PEIIUTEIbHEIM Ha ITMKe Kaphephl, HO TEIeph, KOTTla OH COCTAPUIICS,
OH He MOXKeT JlaXKe IIPUHSATH IPOCTOE pellleHue OTHOCUTEIHHO CaMOr0 CUJIBHOTO aKTHBa JEPEBHU.
XammpaMa, BO3MOKHO, yTellIus1 OBl ero, HO eTr0 CeHCell HaBepHsKa caenaj Okl eMy BEITOBOD.

«YTo menatsh... [lonxkeH nmu g oToath ero [lan3o? [laH30 B IOCNIeOHEe BpeMs HCKall MOIOJbIe TallaHTHI,
1 ero muHoOu KopHs moKa3klBal0T HEKOTOPHIM MTOTEHITHAIL. .. »

TYK-TYK.

Korpga o nouecasn nmog6opomoK B IIOMCKaX ITPOCBETIIEHNS, BHE3AMMHBIN CTYK B ABePh pa30byausl ero ot
MpaYHBIX MBICTIEN. — BoiiuTe, — cKa3ajl OH, BEIA[ISA U3 OIleTIEHEHUS.

«JIopn Xokare». Korga gBeph OTKpHLIACh, OHA IT0OKa3aja cefosnacoro wHomy B Macke AHBY B popme
cobaku. — Ilec, uTo mpuBesno Tebs cioga? ['Msaas Ha HUH3S, BOIIEOIIEro B KaOUHET U
OTIYCTUBINETOCS Ha KOJIEHU, XUPY3€H IT0YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro Cepflle KOJOTUTCS OT YYBCTBA BUHHI.

OH mencTBUTENBHO OyMas oTaaTh pebenka JJan30? «Kak rimymo», — X0Ten OH ymaputh cebs. I1o cyTy,
3TO0 OBIJIO TO K€ caMoe, YTO [aTh HOXK CBOEMY Bpary, KOorfa caM OH Obls1 6e30pyKeH CO CBSI3aHHBIMU
3a cuHOM pyKamu. C TaKUM Ke yCIIeXOM OH MOT ObI OTHATh Majiburka OpodumMapy.

— ¥ MeHd ecTh Tpockba, rocrioau Xokare, — cefoBnackiii AHBY nmofgHSI rosoBy, BCTPETUBIIKUCH
rja3aMU CO CTAPUKOM. «Hero xo4ellb?» — CIPOCUJI CTaPUK CIIOKOWHBIM I'OJIOCOM, JIMIIEHHBIM KaKUX-



nmu6o sMonuii. B cBoeM yMe cTapuK ObL yIKUBIIEH.

Wwms cepmosnacoro AHBY — Kakaim, 1 OH U3BeCTeH Kak IpodecCcroHall, eciiv He oOpalaTth
BHUMaHUS Ha €T0 ON03[aHus, HUKOTHa He [ejlajl HU eQUHOMN OUIMOKY U UMeJ IOUTH 0e3yIPeyHbIH
IIOCTyKHOU CcIIUCOK. Kopoue rosops, Kakamu XaTake — 3/I4Ta, U €ro CUjla F'paHUYUT C CUJIOU Kare.
OH u3BeCTeH TeM, YTO HUKOITa He 3ajaeT HEHYKHEBIX BOIIPOCOB U HUKOTZla HE fiejlaeT HUKAKUX
npock0. YTO 3aCTaBUIO €T0 IIepeiyMaTh CEeroqHs?

— 41 xo4y yCHIHOBUTE ChIHA YeTBepToro Xokare, — 3asgBUJl Kakaly ¢ cepbe3HBIM BULIOM U
HeIoKoyieOuMbIM B3rIsinoM. CTapuk OB IOTPSICEH, XOTSA U HeHamonro. Caucah Kakamuy —
YeTBepThIll X0Kare, I03TOMY IIOHSATHO, YTO OH XOTeJl OBl 3aIIUTUThH HAcNleue CBOEro HacTaBHUKA.

EcTb TonmpKO ogHa mpobieMa.

— THI HE MOXKeIlb, — CKa3aJl CTaPHUK, eT0 TSIXKEeJIbli TOH He OCTaBIISII MeCcTa It o0CcyxkaeHus. [laxe
ecyu Obl OH OBITT TOTOB ITO3BOIMTh KaKallld YCHIHOBUTH MaIbuKKa, TJIaBhl KJIAHOB HUKOTIA HE
COTTIAcsITCSI, 0COOEHHO OMH KPACHOTIa3biH. «Ecau Thl OECIIOKOHIIBLCS 0 6e30IMacHOCTH MaJIbuKKa,
3HAYHUT, THl MEHS HE[OOLIEHUBAEIIb», — CTAPHUK B3TJITHYII Ha CISINero pebeHka. «5 Mory
rapaHTUPOBATh €ro 6e30IIaCHOCTY.

YcnrimaB obOemjannie Xokare, Kakamm 3aMmondan. Ilociie HECKOTBKUX BOOXOB OH 3aTr0BOPHUII. « Sl
6maromapio Xokare 3a ero qo0poxeaaTeabHOCTh», Kakamy BCTam ¥ MOKJIOHUIICS, TPeXkKae YeM BBIUTH
yepes [OBepb.

YBupeB yxon Kakarmu, Xupy3eH CHOBa IepeBej B3TJIA[ Ha CIsIero pebeHka.

«I»

BHyTpu KonbIOETH JTaBaHAOBLIE T'Jla3a CMOTPEJIM MIPSIMO B €T0 Kapue ria3a. Bojmock Ha ero pykax
BBITTPSIMUIIKCH, @ 110 CITMHE mpofexkasa JpoXb. YBUAeB HEMUTAIOIIKE Tla3a MalbuiKa, OH TOCMOTPEeT
B OTBET, ITpeXKJe 4eM IOHSJ, 4To BefeT ce0s riaymo. OH BCTajl, YKpagkou Habmomas, Kak riiasa
MaJIbYMKa CJIeIUIIU 3a KaXOBIM ero IBUKEHUEeM. JTO JaBajio eMy OIIYIIeHue OCYKOEeHHUs, HO OH
0TOPOCHII 9Ty HIE0, KaK TOIBKO OHA BO3HUKIIA.

«0O 4yeM, yepT BO3bMHU, S HyMal0? DTO BCErO JIUIIb MilafeHell. f CIUIIKOM CTap [OJI 3TOr0 JepbMa».

)%k

HpOH.U'IO YeThIpE 3UMHEI. Moryqaﬂ OepeBHs, CKPEITAA B JINCTBE, IIePEeXKKBaJld [IEPEMEHEL U JINIIEHNI,
HO MEICJIb O TOM, YTOORI COaThCsA, HUKOI'MA He IIPUXO0OuJIa UM B I'OJIOBY.

XOTs OIHO BaxKHOE coOBITHE IIPOMX30IIJIO HE TAaK OABHO.

BHyTpY MacCUBHOM II€COYHUIILI TUXO CHUEJI MaJbuMK C albIMU BOJIOCaMU, €0 PYKU MEeAJIEHHO U
OCTOPOKHO BBIpe3aJid 3aMOK U3 ITecka BeicoTou 120 cM. Ero xpucraibHO-IUIOBEE I'1a3a
chOKyCcHpOBaINCh Ha KPOLIEYHOM JBEPHOM paMe B CaMOM HU3Y 3aMKa, U IIOT CTeKaJl Ha ero j00.

3aMoOK OBIJ 3aMBICJIOBATO ITOCTPOEH, ¥ IeTaly OBITN KPOIMOT/IMBO BEIPE3aHkbl B KaXK0M YTOJIKe
IIECOYHOT0 3aMKa, CO37]aBast OIIYIeHHe, YTO OH OBITI CO3MAaH OMBITHHIM CKYJIBIITOPOM, XOTSI 3TOT
meneBp ObUT BEIPe3aH OOHUM PEOEHKOM.

«Xaa...»



ManpumK B3IOXHYJI ITOCJIE TOTO, KaK BEIpe3aJl IBePh 3aMKa. [JIs1s1 Ha COBEPIIEeHCTBO mepes co6oi,
MaJIbYUK YCMEXHYJICS ¥ OTKUHYJICS Ha3al, IOMOPIIUBINKCH, KOTHOA TOYYBCTBOBA OCTPYIO 6OJb B
3aguuiie. OH OBICTPO BCTAJ, TJISAS Ha BUHOBHUKA, MaJleHbKOe Beapo. Pa3mpakKeHHEIN, OH THYT
BeIPO, He 0XKHJIas, YTO Be[Ipo yIafeT Ha 3aMOK U3 IIecKa, HaJ KOTOPHIM OH paboTall HeCKOIbKO
YaCoB.

— TcK, — IJOKHYI S3BIKOM Majb4uK. [1ociie ONroro oHs TSAXKeJo# paboTkl 3aMOK U3 ITeCKa PyXHYII
“MeHHO Tak. OH He MOT BBIPa3UTh, KaK pa3fpaxeH cerdac. CKy4HO, OH Oornsifencs. [Jpyrux geteu
psmoM He OBITIO, HO 3a MecsI] OH K 3TOMY IPUBHIK. Ha ero 4eTBepTHIi JeHb POKOEHUS B €70 KU3HU
IIPOM30IIl/ia BHEe3aIHas epeMeHa.

Ero BCce CTOPOHUIKCE, @ KOTHa OH MOSIBIISJICS Ha METCKUX IIJIOMIAAKaX, PONUTEIIH TOPOIIIUBO
3a0upany geTed, MOTSbIBas HA HEro BpeMsi OT BpeMeHHU ¢ Ope3r/IMBOCThI0 U HeHABUCTEIO. OH
TIOTIBITAJICS CIIPOCUTD UX, COEJIAJl I OH YTO-TO He TaK, HO BCe, UTO OH IOJTy4YnII, OBITIO XOJIOTHEIM
B3TJISII.

— Xm? Oto mmHOOu? Korfa oH yBUOEN YeJIoBeKa, MPAa3MHO CTOSIIEro ¥ 3aKPhITOr0 Mara3uHa, ero
r7a3a pPacHIMPUINCh. Y MyKYUHH Ha Illee HafieT HaloOHbIM IIPOTEKTOP, II03TOMY OH OBICTPO TTOHSI,
YTO 3TOT YeJIOBeK — HUH[3S. JIeBas pyKa MyzK4MHE Oblla 3aCyHyTa B IITaHH, a B IPaBOM OH fepxKarl
MaJIeHbKYI0 KHUTY B KpaCHOM 00JI0KKe.

BHe3amnHo NUI[0 MyKYMHE KCKa3WJIOCh, U OH IIOYTH MOT CJIBIIIATh, KaK MyK4YUHA yCMeXaeTcs,
orOpackiBast KHUTY. KHUTra mpu3eMiunack Ha Onmuxkaimui GOHapPHEIM CTON0, ¥ MyK4YKHa YIIes, He
OTJISIIBIBASICh.

ManbyuK HaKJIOHWUI IoJioBY: «[Iouemy oH BHIOpPOCUI KHUTY? Pa3Be OH HE 3HAET, UTO KHUTH
6ecuenHs?» Ero moOumMbM X000 ObLII0 UTeHHE, TI03TOMY, YBUEB, KaK KTO-TO TakK Irpybo oOpaliaeTcst
C KHUT'OM, OH HEMHOTO Pa303JIUJICS.

— Kaxk 05l To HE 6B17T0. ITOCKONIBKY OH €0 BEIOPOCHII, 5T MOT'Y €ro Iogo0paTh, BepHO? Manbyuk
ormnsmerncs. «f He Kpaay, 5 MpocTo 6epy KHUTY. Mycop [Jis OMHOTO YesI0BeKa — COKPOBHUIIE s
npyroro!» Manbuuk paccMmesincs Ipo cebs, mpexkae yeM mobexkaTh K yrnaBieid KHuUre. [IomHSB
KpacCHYI0 KHUTY, OH ITIOBEPHYJICS 1 mobexkasl K CBoel KBapTUpe, KakK Oy[ATO TOJIBKO UTO YKpaJl ISy
Xoxkare.

Korpga oH yBUfeN opaHXKeBoe 3[jaHle HeJaneko oT cebsi, Ha ero julle MosBuiach ynnibka. K cuacTsio,
OH OaromnoyyHo moOpaics g0 moMa.

«["AB!»

[Tneyn Manb4MKa PaclpaBUIUCh, €T0 AyIla MOAIPHITHY/a K o61akaM. Kpemko cxkuMasi KpacHYyI0
KHUTY CBOMMH MaJIeHbKMMU PyKaMM, MaJlb4uK GPOCHUIICS K CBOeM KOMHATe U PBaHYJI IBEPh, IpeXie
YyeM 3axJIONHYTh ee, BOUA B KOMHATY. — Xe-Xe-xe, — ero IIJIeY0 3afipoxKaJjo, a Ha JIUIEe MOSIBUIIACh
sIpKast YXMbIJIKa. Ero pyKu MemjieHHO OTKPBIIH KHUTY, ¥ CBET, KaXKeTCs, UCXOOUI U3 KHUTH, OCBeIas
€r0 JIUIIO BCITHIIIKOW 30JI0TOT'0 CUSTHUS.

«Bay...» POT MmanbpyrKa OTKPHUICS, U €r0 AblIXaHNe 0CTaHOBUIIOCh. ET0 rimasa MeTasauch ClipaBa
HaJIEBO, IIOBTOPSS MIPOIECC MECATKH Pa3, Mpexkae 94eM OH BCIOMHHII O ObIXaHUH. «ITO 3T0? ITO TakK
MHTEPECHO, TI0YeMy HUH/35 e€ BRIOPOCU?»

COUTHIN C TOJIKY, OH HEOXOTHO 3aKPhLJI KHUTY U ITepPeBEPHYJ ee, YTOOR IPOYNTATh Ha3BaHUEe KHUTH.
Haxknonus ronosy, HapyTo Y3ymaku, BCIyx Ipo4yuTasl Ha3BaHue KHUTU. «UCKyCcCTBO OyMHOZIOY».



BuuMaHnue! 3TOT mepeBon, BO3MOXKHO, €II€ HE TOTOB.

Ero crartyc: ugeT mnepeBop
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