CrnenymoiM YTPOM, C TOJISHEL, T'ie IPOU30IIII0 HOYHOe MOO0HIIe, TPOTaa0 HeCKOIBKO TYIII
y6epBOIKOB, @ OCTABIIKMECS, OKa3a/IuCch 00beNeHbl TH00 CBOMMHU XKe TOBAPUIIAMHU, THO0 WHEIMU
XKUTEJIIMU 1eca. M cydst 1Mo ToMy, YTO Y OOHOTO M3 TPYIIOB OTCYTCTBOBAJIa T'OJIOBA, a Ha ee MecTe
BUTHEJIMCh JIUIIb OIIMETKHU MsiCa ¥ pa3apo0/ieHHEbIE e HbIe TO3BOHKY, POKCY B 3TOM yKaCHOM
MeCTe MOTJIM ITOBCTPeYaThCs U Kyna Ooree XyTKue TBapu. Ho, ¢ HAaCTyIIeHueM CBETIIOTO JHS, KOTOa
ITPOCHYBUIUICS OT CBOETO CHa [lamuT Havyasl MOJHUMAThCS U3-II0]] TOPU30HTA, IECHOM MacCUB
3aurpan 6oiee HeXKHBEIMU U IPKUMHU Kpackamu. O4apoBaTeabHbEIe 3BYKU ITUYbUX TPEJIeH, IIyM
JIUCTHEB OT MIPOXJIagHOTO BETEPKa M BCE 9TO IMOJ CUHUM 6e300/1auHbIM HeOOM, KaKUM OHO U HOJIKHO
ObiTh. Kasasocs, mec Hayaa BOCCTABaTh M3 XKYTKOM IMYYHUHEI, YTO OKYTHIBaja €0 BCIO HOYb.
HaGmiomas 3a ero mpoOyxnenueM, ctapuia CMUK Kadascsi B Kpeciae-KadaiKe Ha Y3eHbKOM KPBIIbIIe
CBOET'0 OXOTHUYLETO TOMHKA, B KOTOPOM U OBIJIO BCET'0 JB€ KOMHATH ¥ IIOTped, YTo ceiyac
MCIT0/Ih30BAJICS He 10 Ha3HaueHui0. PackypuBas TPyOKY, OH C KaxKOOW 3aTsSKKOU BHIITyCKasl 0ojee
T'YCTOHM OBIM, YTO CEPOii Byasibio 3aKPhIBaJI €r0 JOBOJIbHOE JuIl0. [0 ITpaByI0 PYKY, OMEePeBIINCEH Ha
IEePEeBSIHHYIO CTEHKY, MIPECIIOKOMHO CTOSJIO €T0 PYyKbe, OTABIXAs II0CIe YTOMUTEIbHOM paboTel. Korma
YacHl C KyKYIIKOM, BUCEBIIIHE BO BTOPOM KOMHATE, MPOKYKOBAIK IECTh yTpa, CMUK TITy00KO
B3[IOXHYJI, HEPSILIUIMBO TIOOHSIICS C KPecyla ¥ MTOBECU Ha CBOE IIJTIeY0 OTHOCTBOJIbHOE PyxKbe. Kak ObI
HU OBIJIO 9TO CMEIIIHO, HO eBa JI OHO OBIII0 MEHBIIIE BCETO €T0 pocTa. I103ToMy, cTapuky CMUKY
BEYHO MIPUXOMMUIIOCEH ITOIPABIISITL €r0, YTOOR OHO He BOJIOYMIIOCH 10 3eMye. Huskuit poct
KOMITeHCHPOBAJICS (GU3UUYECKON CHUIION M BEIHOCIIHMBOCTBIO. B 9TOM M 3aK/II0YaNuCh IPeuMYyIIeCTRBa,
YTO feJiasy [ POCTO MyYIIMMU IPaKTUYEeCKH B J11000# rpsi3HOM paboTe, Oyab TO qoOBIYa MCKOMIAaeMBIX,
nx 00pa0oTKa, BOEHHOE [eJI0 UM OTHOCUTEIbHO IPOoCcTas paboTa IeCHUYEro, B 00513aHHOCTH
KOTOPOT'0, TOMHMO CJIEKKHM 3a 671aroCOCTOSTHHEM JIeca, ellle ¥ BXOJUIIO TOMMKa 0erjieroB u3
TOPOMICKOM TIOPHMEI, YTO OBbIJIa HEIIOAIEeKY.

-Ia, - TMX0 cka3an CMUK, orjiaxuBas 0opony, -[JaBHEHbKO 13 3TUX Ka3eMaToB HUKTO He cOeras. A
ecnu u cOera... 4To X, HaBepHOe, 3TO K Iyuiiemy!

He ycnen oH cenaTh U Iara ¢ KpPhIIbIa, Kak yCIbIIan 3a co00i CKPHUII JepeBIHHOU JBEPU.
OOepHYBIIUCH, OH YBULEI CeTKa noTpenaHHoro ®okca, pa3ofeToro B CBOX HOBYIO ofexay. CMUK
BOPYT IOHSJI, YTO BO3MOXKHO BUIUT 3TOT0 lIapeHbKa B IIOCIEOHUN pa3.

-U? Kyna ThI molimes? Jla elne ¥ ¢ MyCTBIMU PYKaMu? - YIBIOHYBIIUCE, CITPOCUT OH, HEOPEeXKHO
TIOTIPaBUB PEMEIIOK Ha CBOEM IIJIeYe.

-Kakoe Tebe gemno? - rpy6o orBeTun ®okc, - JIyurre, 4To6bl HUKTO He 3HAJI O TOM, YTO 5 OBLI 37€CH,
X0po1Io?

-A uHaye 4yTo, Inakein? Kak Mbl yxKe BHISICHUIH, 60el] u3 TeOs Kak u3 6apKa3apCKOou OBIIHI
YNCTOKPOBHBIN kKepebell. A UMEHHO, HUKaKOH.

®oxkc choenan napy maroB HaBcTpeudy CMuKy. TOT BCe ellle 0CTaBaJICS B IPUMOAHSATOM HaCTPOEHUU U
MaXke KOTMa UX B3TJISAIbI 0OKa3a/IMCh HECTEPIIUMO OIM3K0 APYT OT APYra, ero yiasl0Ka BCe paBHO He
comna ¢ 6opopmaToro nuia. Elle HeCKOTbKO MrHOBeHUH, POKC UTO-TO U3y4asl B HEM, IIBITASCh
OTTafaTh BCe CEKPETHI CTapuKa ['POCTO, KOTOPHIX BOBCe U He Owo. M, o6oiias ero, bemwlit 11c BHOBb
YCTPEMUJICS IIPSIMO, COILIEN C KPBIJIblla ¥ 0OKa3aJsiCAd Iepef I'YCTHIM, II0Ka elre CBETJIBIM JIECOM, CKBO3b
KOTOPHIM Tak JONT0o OoOHpacs, ¥ B KOTOPOM UyThb ObINI0 He moru6. CMUK 3aMETHUJT €T0 T'OJIble TISTKH.
BBIIOXHYB B CTOPOHY, OH IIPOJesian TOT XKe KOPOTKUAM IIyTh U OCTAaHOBHUIICA IT03aAM HEro, 0XKumgas, 4To
Xe npepnpumet OOKC.

-¢1 3Ha10, KTO THI, - C yNIBIOKO#M Hayan CMUK, - TBOsI cTapasi ofexkaa cka3aja Bce 3a Tebs, s mpaB? A
aTu Op1oKHU. THI CTSHY UX C KAKOTO-TO COfaTa? XUTPO, HUUEro He CKaXKelllb...



Y ®okc BOpyr BCIOMHUI OXpaHHKKA Makca. Kak OH ygapui TOTO 110 3aTHIJIKY OCKOJIKOM KHUPIIHYa.
ViHTepecHO, a YTO ec/Iu OH cefiyac MepTB? DOKC BHE3AIHO 3aTPSICCS, CXKaJl JIEBBIM KyJlaK Ha CTOJIBKO
CHJIbHO, YTO HOTTH BIIMJIMCH B MSATKYIO IIJIOTh JIAJOHYM ¥ OCTABUJIM HA HEW KpaCHHIEe moyMecsnbl. OH
TIOHSIJI, YTO KOJIMYECTBO 3ary0JIeHHBIX UM [IYII, BO3MOXKHO, BO3POCIIO Ha ofguH. W ecru 661 He CMUK,
oH OBl ¥ He mymas 00 3ToM. He myMarn o mociefcTBUsAX U Yepeqe COOBITHM, KOTOPOii fall XOf.

OH pe3Ko pa3BepHYJCS. benoe nuiio ropeno pemmuMoCcThio, HaXMypeHHbIe OPOBY IIOKPHIBAIM TONyObIE
r7a3a, BeIpaxkas OgHY U Ty 2Ke 3MOILKI0 MTOAPSL BOT yKe CTOJIKO BpEeMEHH.

-Ila 4TO THI 3Haelllb? - PABKHYII OH, - Tl U IIOHATUS He UMeelllb, KTO S ¥ YTO IBITAalCh caenaTh. KTo
TBI TaKOM, YTOOBI CYAUTH MEHS?

-9xX, a pa3Be g cyxky? XoTb ¥ M0si paboTa 0TYaCTH 3aKIi04aeTcss B TOM, YTOOBI BHIMCKUBAThL OETIIeIoB
B 9TOM JIECY, B ITOCIIe[IHEE BPEMST MHE 9TO HACKy4uiI0. MOXKeT, 3TO U3-3a TOTO, YTO HUKTO U3 HUX TaK
U He CMOT 10 MeHs JoOpaThcsi. B oTnuyne ot Tebs.

-Torpga moyemy THI criac MeHs1? [ToyeMy He OCTaBUJI TaM IIOJLIXATh?
- HaBepHOe noToMy, 4TO 5 H0OpHI CTAapHUK CO CKBEPHBIM YyBCTBOM oMopa!

CMuK 3acMestics IpsiMo B nuilo POKCy, HO 3TOT CMeX BEI3BaJl Y TOT'O TOJIBKO OTBpAIlleHUE, YTO OBIIO
3aMEeTHO 10 MIPUIIOOHSATON BEPXHEH I'y0e ¥ BCe TOMY Ke B3TIISIY YCTABIIET0, TOJIOTHOT0 U 37100HOTO
pebeHKa.

-MeHs oT TebOs TOUIHUT! - CHOBa MOBHICU To10C POKC, HO 3TO He IIOMOTJIO YHSATH pa30yIieBaBIIETOCS
B BeceJibe cTapuKa. Ka3anoch, Bce Cl0Ba CKa3aHHBEIE €My CO CTOPOHEL besoro nuca He HECNH IS
HEro HUKAKOr0 3HAYEHUS ¥ TEM CaMbIM, OH MOOYEPKUBAJI €70 HEOMBITHOCTh U OOBIYHYI0 HAWBHOCTh
Ha (OHE CBOEH BeIMKOBO3PACTHOU MYOPOCTH. BcTpedya MOKOIEHHUH MIPOIIIa He TaK XOPOIIo, Kak
xoTesnock 6b1. Y korga CMUK HaKOHEIl TepecTas CMeSIThCS, OH PeIusI CAeaTh TaK, YTOOB!
TelnepelnHee cocTossHue PoKca U3MEHUIIOCH B IYUIIYI0 CTOPOHY, flaXke He IOHSB, I Yero eMy 3TO
HYXKHO.

-JTa MeTKa, y Tebs Ha 3afHuIle, ellle HUUero He IOKa3bIBaeT! - cKa3aJl OH.
-He ne3b Tyma, Kyna Te0s He MPOCSAT, TIYIHIN CTapuKalka!

-Kyna THI certuac yipems? C ojoMaHHOM PyKO#, TOJIONHBIN, fa elle u 6ocoit. 5 npenmnarai tebe
TOJIbKO [IBa BapHaHTa: OCTaBalCs y MeHs U IloMorail MHe ¢ paboToii. Mde craneT fys Te0s1 HEIIOX0H
KOMIIaHMEN, 1a ¥ 1 yXKe CIIUIIKOM CTap, U He MOT'Y IlojlaraThCs TOJIBKO Ha Hee. KTo 3HaeT, BOpPyT
KOHEIl TBOETO MyTellleCTBUS 3aKOHYUTHCS HETIOHAIeKy OT ero Havasna?

-PaboraTh? - mepecnpocun QokKc, coennaB BU[I, YTO HE PACCIIBIIIAIL.

-Mmenno! [TeITaemscs mu Thl c0eXKaTh KyHoa-To JajIbllle WA HET, CelYac He UMeeT HUKAKOT0
3HaueHud. [Ja ¥ K TOMY Xe, ecliid Ol TeOs XOTeIu HallTH, TO yKe chefanu Okl 3To, faxke He
MOXMIASICh YTPa. A Tak, TOTOB ITOCIOPUTh, UTO BCS TIOPEMHAsI afMUHUCTPALMS CUUTALT, YTO TeOs
KTO-HUOYIb a CcOXKpall.

CMUK TTPOTSIHYJT CBOIO KOPOTKYIO PYKY B HampaBJeHUU cOUTOrO ¢ TOJKy DoKca.

-IlaBali, HUKTO yKe U He BCIIOMHUT 0 TeOe. CunTali, 4TO I10KaB MHE PYKY, TH, HAaKOHEILl, HAYHEIIb C
YHUCTOTO JIUCTA.



®oKCa HEMHOTO OropomuJIo Takoe ImoBegeHnue CO CTOPOHEBL Cwmuka. Ho, He CMOTPMA Ha 3TO, B €T0
T'OJIOBEe JIMIIb Ha IIaPpy CEKYHIO ITIPOMEJIBKHYJIa CTPAHHAA MBICJIb, CHUJIBL KOTOpOfI 0Ka3aJIOCh
JOCTAaTO4HO, YTOOBI OH HEMHOTO IIPUIIOOHAJ JIEBYIO PYKY B YYTh OBLTIO HE IIPUHAI IIPEeOIOzKEeHue
CTapHKa. Ho, ocTaHOBUBIINCE Ha IMMONMyTH, OH BAPYT 3aMEIIKaJICA.

-Twt cka3zai, 4To y Te0sT eCTh Ba BapuaHTa. Kakoit BTOpO#?

Vnri6ka, ¢ KoTopo oH Obl mpuHsa oKca B CBOM PACIPOCTEPTHE 00BSIThS, KCUE3TIa, a PYKa
Me[IJIEHHO OIyCTHUJIach, Pa304apoBaBIINCh B TOM, YTO €e HUKTO He moxasl. CMUK BBIIOXHYJI, @ 3aTeM
OTJITHYJICS Ha3af, YTOOB PaCCMOTPETh CBOM CTAPEHbKUMU HOM.

-Bepu Bce, uTo Tebe HYKHO U YXOMOH, - TPYCTHO CKa3aJ OH, -fl HuKorma He mepxkai Tebs. Tl BOJeH
OenaTh BCe, YTO 3aX0Uelllb, @ MOS IIPUXOTh - BCET0 JIUIIE TPUXOTh CTapIla, YTO KOTa-TO MOTEPSII
CHIHA.

Hx pa3penuia oriymarwllas TUIIWHA. [laxke NTULE I0YEMY-TO IIepeCcTally U3JIMBaTh CBOO IIECHIO
yTpeHHeMy [Januty. BeTep yTuxX ¥ Ky#a-TO CKPBUICS, IOCUUTAB, UYTO CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBAEM OH IIOPTUT
BAPYT YCTOSIBUIYIOCA aTMOC(hepy TparudHOCTH.

-Bupuins 1y, - npoposxkun CMuk, - BoliHa ¢ bapka3apoM cpenana MeHs CIUIIKOM YK
CeHTUMeHTaJIbHbIM. B31op, He npaBaa nu? Kak KpOBOIPOIUTHEIE BOMHEI MOTYT AeJiaTh JIIOAEn
CeHTHUMeHTanbHEIMU? Ho, TPOORIB B 3TOM 4yIEeCHOM MeCTe JOBOJILHO MHOT'O BPEMEHH, ST BOPYT MOHSIII,
YTO He 00perI Iocjie ee OKOHYAHUS POBHLIM CYETOM HHYero. M maxe Tak, MHE IIPUIIIOCH 3aIlJIaTUTh
JKU3HSAMU MHOTHX, YTOOBI OCTAThCS B KUBHIX caMoMy. A ThI? Pa3Be TH He TaKoM xke? 3abupa 11 Th
JKHU3HH, YTOOBI BHIZKUTE?

®oKC He 3HaJ/ 4TO0, OTBETUTH CTapuKy CMUKY. BMecTo TOro, 4TOOR BHIIAaBUTh U3 Ce0s XOTh CJIOBO, OH
CIyIIaj ero C TJIyIEIM BhIpaXkeHueM Ha JHlle U HWKaK He TIOHUMaJ, 4ero ToT fodusaercs. Ho,
YYBCTBYS I103aau Ce0st HETIPUSATHOE ObIXaHWE HaBUCIIMX HaJl HUM BLICOKUX IEPEBLEB U T'YCTHIX
3apociey, MHCTUHKT 3allpellan eMy felaTh X0Th KaKKhe-TO TeJIOOBUKEHUsI. Pa3BepHYThCA U YUTH
npsiMo cediyac? Ero yyThe rOBOPHUIIO €My, UTO BTOPOM pPa3 OH MOXKET yXkKe He BEIOPaThCS.

-3a4yeM TH MHE 3TO PacCKa3hIBaellb? - HaKOHEIl, CIIPOCUJI OH, - [IpOCTO fali MHE CIIOKOMHO YUTH, BOT
U Bce!

- Kak s yxe u ropopus, Te0s1 3meCh HUKOTIa ¥ He OepzKanu. M, pa3 TH Tak X04elb Ha CBOOOOY, TO
IIoO4YeMy Bce ellle He yinesn? Wmu, uCIpaBUB YTO-TO, THI TepeCcTaHellb ObITh 3aK/IeMMEHHEIM? K aTOMY
THl CTPEMHUIIIBCSA?

Cepane ®okca oTOMBAJIO TOYHBIM ¥ 3BOHKUM PUTM, YTO YCUJIMBAJICS ¥ YMEHbIIAICs, 10 Mepe TOro,
YTO OH HAYMHAaJ 0CO3HaBaTh. «[ IyNbIM CTapUKaIIKa» MBITAJICA JOHECTU [0 HEeTO TO, YTO OH U Tak
3HaeT. A mpo caMoro ce0st OH 3HaJI JIUIIL OfIHO...

-IlapeHs, THL...

-4...,- mpormenTtan ®okc.

-... Ha camom piene He yOuiilia 1 He TIpegaTerb.

-...He yOwuiimia 1 He mpepaTesnb, - OTHOBPEMEHHO ITOBTOPUII OH.

-dasIeHCKasi MeTKa [ocTalach Tebe 1Mo omudKe WK K3-3a HelomOHNMaHus. [laxke 4TOOL 3alllUTUTh
ce0s1 caMoro, maxe YTOOB! BEIXKHUTh, ThI OBl HE OTHSIJI YyKOMU XKU3HHU. & MOHST 3TO ele BYepa, Korma



TIOOIIYTUIT Haf TOOOM. A Balll CypOBEIM pa3roBop ¢ Mda? T ucmyrancs, 94To OHA U 51 CTAaHEM
pe3upaTh ¥ HacMexaThCsl Haf ToOo. Tel BOBCe He mpefaTesb. Thl - 0OHIKHOBEHHAs XKepTBa!

[Ins Benoro nuca Bce BOPYT IIepPEBEPHYJIOCH BBEPX OJHOM. HakoHEU-TO X0Th KTO-TO IOHAI. U Torfa,
3Ta MBICJIb HE flaBajia eMy IoKos. Kak oH, TOT, KTO cOeras U3 CTOJIbKUX TIOPEM, BEIXO[UT TIOYTH
IIeJIBIM U3 JIIOOBIX TIePefpsr oKa3ascs 0eCCUIIbHEIM IIepeq IULOM CTapuka ['pocTo, 4To 3HaJ ero
JIUIIB CO BUepalnHero gHA? M aTo ero nopasuso. [Iopa3uso Ha CTOJIBKO, UTO BCE €T0 TeJIO BAPYT
3a7poxkaio. 3aMeTuB 9T0, CMUK YXMBIJIbHYJICS.

-Xe! 3all0MHU 3TO 4yBCTBO, CHIHOK! - BECEJIO CKa3all OH, - OHO II0ABJISIETCA TOra, KOTa CPEIBAETCA
ouepenHas Macka. Korga tebe yxe Gobllle Heuero CKpbiBaTh. CKaxu, Befb, TeOe cTano jerye?

-Jlerue... - cHoBa nmoBTOpMI QPOKC, BOT y2Ke HECKOJIbKO MUHYT U300paxas nomnyras, -MoxeT ObITh, ThI
TIOHSIJI TO, YTO I HUKOMY He paccKa3biBajl, Hy ¥ YT0? JTO He 3HAYUT, YTO S celyac paclaadyych 1
IIOTIPOIIYCh B Ballly YOKHYTYI0 CEMEUKY!

Pazo3nusmmiicss PokC TOIBKO BHOBb paccMelnua CMuxa.
-Hero cmemHoro?

- B 9TOM ¥ ecTh BCA CYIIHOCTSD OHI0B! OX yXK 3TOT MATeXKHBIU OyXx! [lomnu B moM. Thl OTIIpaBULILCS B
IyTh Kak 1momo6aeT ToMy, KTO 1OOBIBaI B rocTAX ¥ ['pocTo!

M CMuK pa3BepHYICs, YTOOB IPOUTH K BXOOHOM ABepHu. [ITMHHOE PYyKbe YEPIIHYIO0 MPUKIagoM O
3eMJIi0, HallOMHUB €My 0 paboTe, KOTOPYIO OH HOOJIKEH OBII CETOfHS CHOEeaTh, OMHAKO, 3TOT 30B OBII
UM IIPOUTHOPHPOBaH. B300paBUInCh Ha KPBIIBIIO, OH CHSJI PEMEIIOK U 00XBaTUJI PYXKbe CBOEU
MaCCHUBHOU IIPaBOK JIaflOHBIO.

-Yero crouts? - 00ePHYBIIKUCH, 3aJOPHO IPUKPUKHYII OH, - [laBaii-Ka g HaKOPMITIO Te0s Kak cienyer!
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