[Ton mpoundopMupoBan J[I>kKoHaTaHa 0 CBOEM pelneHuu npuobpectu 3emnu B Texace, Baliomunre u
Oaccerine Anmnanaydeii. Kak TONMbKO OH 3aKOHYMI MHCTPYKTaX, [I2KOHATaH TUXO BOCKJIMKHYII.

"Tak BOT OHO 4TO, fla? EMy yrpoxKaroT, TOTOMY YTO OH BUAUT, YTO, IPHOOpeTast 3eM/IU B TeX
peruoHax, Mbl cobupaeMcsi KOHKYpUPOBaTh C HUM "

"OTO0 eIMHCTBEHHOE JIOTUYECKOe 00BSICHEHNE, KOTOPOe ST MOTY IMTpUAyMaTh", - cornacumncs I1oyb.
"XOTs s ONKEH CKa3aTh, KaK, YepT BO3bMHM, OH y3HAJ 0 IprobpeTeHun? brila Ty Kakas-To yTeyka?"

"KTo 3HaeT, MoxKeT ObITh, ¥ PoKdennepa ecTh Kakue-HUOYIb IMITTHOHLI UJIM CTapaTed B 9TOM PaliOHe,
nomuuHsionmecs eMmy. OH He(TIHON MarHaTt, ¥ OHM IIOCTOSTHHO MCKaJIi PETHUOHH, Te eCTh HePTh ", -
ckasan JIXoHaTaH.

"Bo3M0XKHO, ecyu Obl 51 ObI7T HePTSHBIM MarHaTOM B KOHIIE IEBSITHAMLIATOTO BeKa, He UMes
COBPEMEHHBIX HHCTPYMEHTOB IJIs1 TOMCKa HedTH, s Obl HAHSJI COTHHU JIIOfe, YTOOH ITpoYecaTh 3eMITI0
B [TIOMCKaX 3TOr0 AparolieHHOro 4epHoro 3o0j0Ta", - ckasan [loysn. "Hy, BOT, moxanyii, u Bce. MeHs
KJIOHUT B COH. [ToxkanyiicTa, TpouH(GOPMUPYITE MEHS O CONEpKaHUMU BCTpeun".

"T®I coemaelb 970", - cKasan [KoHaTaH, Ipexkie YeM IIOBECUTh TPYOKY.

[Tpomen meHb, u OBIJIO CeMb TPUALIATL Bedepa. [IxKoHaTaH ¥ KopomalH BHIIIIN U3 9KUIIAXKa, KOTOPHIN
npucyan 3a HuMu Muctep Pokdennep. OHu o6a GBI OfleTH B CBOM JIy4IlMe Hapsagsl: [I2KoHaTaH B
CIIMTOM Ha 3aKa3 KoCTioMe, a KaponaiiH B CBOeEM IOTpsicalolleM KpacHOM mnaThe. KapeTa
OCTAHOBUIIACH Tepern O0IbIINM 0COOHSIKOM, U IIBEUIap MOMPUBETCTBOBAI UX, OTKPHIB ABEPDH U
IIPUTTIaCUB BHYTPb.

Beuepunka 6bla y2Ke B CAMOM pa3rape, JeCSITKM roCTel 00Iaauch APYyT ¢ ApyroM. [IBOpeLKui
npoBoaua [I;koHaTaHa ¥ KopoaitH B TyTaBHBIA OanmbHBIM 3a71, Te OHU YBUOEIN MUCTepa Pokdernepa,
CTOSILIIETO YV KaMKUHa U 6ecenyomiero ¢ JpyruMu roctssMu. Korga oH 3aMeTu UX, OH U3BUHUIICS U
HalpaBUCId K HUM.

"IToOpo moxKamoBaTh, MUCTEP AKcenbceH B Mucc [iomoH. Cnacu0o0, 4TO IpUIIIK", - CKa3as OH,
IIPOTATUBAS PYKY KaXXOOMy U3 HUX.

"It MeHs 60bIas 4ecTb OBITh 3Mech, MucTep Pokdenmnep”, - oTBeTun [I)KOHATaH, TOKUMas eMy
DYKY.

OHu BTpOeM cenu Ha OnmuKauImui nuBaH, ¥ MUCTep Pokdesnep xKeCcToM MOMpPoCckI opuitnanTa
IprHEeCTH UM BuHA. CrenaB HECKOIBKO IJIOTKOB, MUCTED PoKdennep mpoYucTi ropjio 1 Haval
TOBOPHUTb.

"¢ yBepeH, BaM 000UM UHTEPECHO, T0YEMY S5 IIPUTTIACHUII BacC CloJja CerogHs BeuepoM", - cKa3all OH,
IIPUCTAbHO TS Ha HUX.

"IIa", - orBeTuna KaponaiiH, BeKJIUBO YILI0ASCE.

"Yro XK, mepeuny cpasy K geny. { nomyuunn nHGOpMaIKio, B KOTOPOW MHEe CKa3aiy, YTO Ballla
KOMIIaHUA IIOKyIlaeT 3eMin B Texace, BallomuHre u Oacceliie Annanadeid. 9 He OyMaio, YTO BHI
IIOKyIlaeTe ux 0e3 NPUYKHEL, TIOTOMY YTO, OCHOBBIBASICh Ha UMeIoLelcs Yy Hac nHpopManuu 06 aTux
3eMJISIX, OHU PacIoyIoKeHH Hafl 6oraThiMy He(ThI0 MECTOPOXKAEeHUIMU ", - 00bsacHUN Pokdenmep.

"Ila, MO} MapTHEP COOOIIUII MHE 0 MPHoOpeTeHuHu 3eMenb. Ho 51 He TOHUMAI0, To4YeMy 9TO 6ECIIOKOUT
Bac", - [I2KOHATaH MOTSTUBAJI BUHO, TIO3BOJISISI CBOMM CJI0OBaM MPOHUKHYTH B PoKdennepa.



Pokdennep OTKUHYJCS Ha CIMHKY OUBaHa C 3a[yMYMUBHIM BUIOM. "Kak BH, HaBEpHOe, yXKe 3HaeTe,
Mos KomnaHug "CTaHAapn oun" yxke SOBOJILHO JaBHO JOMUHUDYET B HeQTAHOU oTpacnu. Y Mel
MCKaIu HedTSHbIE MECTOPOKAEHNUSI BOKPYT 3TUX PETMOHOB. MTak, MOKyINKa 3THUX 3eMellb O3Ha4aeT,
YTO BB y2K€ HaIlIu TaM HedTb. Teneps 9T0 0eCIIOKOUT MeHs. IToToMy 4TO 3TO 03Ha4aeT, 4TO BB U
Balll TapTHEP coOupaeTech 0CHOBaTh He(dTenoOkBaOIIYI0 KOMIIAHHUIO, YTO CHeNlaeT BaC MOUM
KOHKYPEHTOM."

"Muctep Pokdernnep, Bbl, [OMKHO ObITh, CIMIIKOM MHOTO OyMaeTe. [loueMy BhI ITpefroaraeTe, 4To
pa3 MBI KyIIUIN 3TH 3€MJIM, 3HaYUT, MBI COOMpaeMcsl OCHOBaTh HepTeqoObBaIOIIyI0 KOMIaH!I0?"
I:xoHaTaH OGPOCHUT BHI30B.

"9T0 XOPOIIIO MPOAYMAHHEIN BOIIPOC, MUCTEP AKCEIbCeH, HO Y MEHS eCTh [IJIs BaC HECKOJIbKO
XOPOIIKUX. 3aYeM BHI IIOKyTIaeTe 3T 3eMiu? He roBopuTe MHe, YTO OEeJI0 He B HepTHu".

"Tlouemy Tebs 3TO BOJIHYyeT?" ArpecCUBHO CIIpOCHU [[KOHaTaH.

"TToToMy 4TO y MeHs eCThb IIpefjIoKeHNe I Bac U Balllero naptHepa', - ckasan Pokdemnnep. "UTak,
MeHs UHTEPEeCYIOT 3eMJId, KOTOPHIE BEl HAIIUIH, U S IPEAJIOKY BaM I[eHY, BOBOE IPEBHIIIAIIYIO TY,
KOTOPYIO BBl 3alJIAaTUJIX 3@ 9TU 3eMJIH".

"THl MENCTBUTEIBLHO CIIpaluBaeib MeHs 00 aToM? Ha mecte?" Cpocun [[xKoHaTaH, YAUBIEHHBIHN
HEOXUNaHHLIM IIPEeI0KEeHUEM.

"KoHEeYHO, 51 ;aM BaM BpeMs IIPUHSTH PellleHre, HO eciiu Obl 1 XOTeJl faTh BaM COBET, 51 OBl CKa3all,
YTO BHl IPUHUMaeETe Ipefsoxenue", - ckasan Pokdesiep ¢ HOTKOM CaMOIOBOIBCTBA B I'OJIOCE.

IxxoHaTaH oOMeHsJICS B3TIAA0M ¢ KaporaiiH, mpexk/e yeM CHOBA MTOBEPHYThLCSA K Pokdenmepy.
"A 4TO, ecnu 51 3TOT0 He caenaio?" Crpocun [IKoHaTaH, ocllapuBas npennoxenue Pokdemnnepa.

BripaxeHnue nuiia Pokdennepa crano cepbe3nsiM. "Torma y Hac 6yfieT copeBHOBaHKE, MUCTED
AxkcenbceH. U 51 yBepsio Bac, Standard Oil Bcerma noGexpmaet. Bel criblan UCTOPUU 0 HEDTSIHBIX
KOMIIAHUSX, KOHKYPUPYIOUINX cO MHOM? OHM TUOO0 IIOTJIOIEHE MOel KoMITaHUeH, 100 BHILIIA U3
6usHeca."

"To ecTb BBl HaMeKaeTe, YTO, eCJIX MHI IOKMAEM IIPOTUB BacC, 3TO MOXKET CIIYYUTHCS U C HaMu?"
Cropocurn [IXoHaTaH, Cjlerka YCMEeXHYBIIUCH.

"¢1 M03BOJTI0 BaM Pa3MBIIIIATE", - cKa3an Pokdemnnep u mpomomxkui. "Ho B Halmux HHTEPEcax, YTOOH
MBI He IIJIA APYT IPOTUB Apyra. [IocKonbKy Bh 062 MHE HPaBUTECh, MBI OOUHAKOBLL. MbI BEIDOC/IH U3
HUYEro, ¥ TeNephb y HaC CTOJIbKO AEHET, YTO MHI laXKe He YOOCYXKUJIUCh COCUUTaTh. MeHs
pa3oyapyeT, ecjii 3TO CIIy4YUTCS C BaMu. "

"Brl BIIOJIHE yBepeHE! B cebe, muctep Pokdennep", - [[KoHaTaH mocTaBUi 60Kajl C BUHOM U
HaKJIOHUJICS BIeper. "Brl 3HaeTe, 4TO 3TO MOIJIO CIIyYUTHCA ¥ C BaMHU, BEPHO?"

"Crangapg Oiin" He 00aHKPOTUTCS, MUCTepP AKcelnbceH. M GymeT oueHb HEPA3yMHO, €CJIU BhI ITOMAETE
IpOTUB MeHs. Tak 4To MO0 MPUMHUTE MOE IIPeioKeHne, Tu00 CTOJIKHETECh C Hen30eKHBIM
nmapfeHreM", - ckasan Pokdernmnep.

[xxoHaTaH u Poxdesnnep urpanu B risafgenky, noka KaponaH He BMelIanach.

"TIpexkpe 4yeM BB, IKEHTIbMEHHI, 3aTeeTe HeHYKHBIN CIIOP, He MOTJTIA OBl MBI HEMHOTO TIOAyMaTh Hafl



3TUM TIpefanoxenrueM, Muctep Pokdennep?" Ilpegnoxuna KaponaiiH.

Pokdennep oTKUHYJICSA Ha CIMHKY CTyJla ¥ KUBHYI. "KOHEYHO, IOTpPaThTe Ha 3TO CTOJIBKO BPEMEHHU,
CKOJIBKO BaM HYXKHO".

Ksponaiia noBepHyacs K [[2KoHaTaHy ¥ IpollenTtana: "YcTynu ceidac, [[2KoHaTaH, ¥ HaclaXkaaucs
BedyepoM. Temeps T 3Haelllb HaMepeHus MucTepa Pokdenmnepa, ojs 4ero Thl U IPUIIEN cioga. Het
HeoOXOOUMOCTH HaKaJIsITh 06CTaHOBKY."

[I?KOHaTaH KUBHYJI ¥ IPOIIENTAs B OTBET. "THl mpas”.

Ou noBepHyncs K Pokdennepy u 3aTeM 3aroBopui. "[1oxoxke, BBl JOOMINCEH TOTO, YET0 XOTEJH, MEI
cobrpaeMcs HaCJIaUThCSI BEYUEPUHKOM, KOTOPYIO BBl yCTPaUBaeTe CETOIHS BeYEPOM, TaK YTO, €CIIH
[I03BOJIUTE, U3BUHUTE HaC".

C stumu cnoBamu [Toyn u KaponaiiH BCTanu CO CBOUX MECT ¥ YIIIH.
Poxdennep Habmionan, Kak ux Qurypa ucue3aeT Cpeyu IPUCYTCTBYIOUINX, U 3agyMalcs.

"Il;xoHaTaH AKceJlbCceH, ¥ TeOs eCTh MyKecTB0", - mpoOopMoTaj oH cebe o HoC.
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