Mup. 93T0 GBITIO TO, 0 YEM OH 3HAJI OYEeHb Maji0. 3a BCIO CBOIO XKM3Hb OH HUKOTTA He MCIHITHIBAIT
TAKOW TUIIWHEI ¥ MIPOXKUJI JOJIbIIE, YeM JII000H 4eJI0BeK UMeJl IPaBo XKUTh. HeymuBUTENIbHO, Bellb
KpaToc GBI BCET0 JIUIIEL HATIOJIOBUHY YeJIOBEKOM U HAIIOJIOBUHY... KEM-TO eIIE.

Kak oH 0Ka3aJics B 3TOM OKPYXKeHUH, OH He MOMHUT. Ho oH Obin 671arogapeH 3a 9T0. CMsTeHUE U
Oypsi, KOTOpEIe 00BIYHO OyIIeBaIu B HEM, YTUXOMUPHUIIKCEH B €70 OONMHOYECTBE CPENH 3TOT0
3aCHEeXKEHHOTO nei3axa. OH He ObIT AypakKoM, OH 3HAJI, YTO 3TO HEHAMOIr0. Begs HeuecTUBLIaM He
Ob1710 TOKOsT. HEeT MCTUHHOTO TTOKOS.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, EMY IIPUAETCS ApaThCa U yOUBaTh ellle pa3. Korga mpuaeT Takoe BpeMs, OH CHelaeT
TO, YTO [IOJI2KEH, KaK fenan Bcerna. OmHAKO CllapTaHell peIlniI HaclaguThCs 9TUM KPaTKUM
MOMEHTOM IePeIbIIIKH, KAKUM Obl MUMOJIETHEIM OH HU OBII.

B 3TO#i BeyHOI 3UMe OH 0TpacTun 60poAy U Temnephb HOCHUII 00JIbllle, YeM KOrfa-nubo, eciiu He
CYUTATD JTATHBIX HOCIEX0B. XOTS 3TO HEe 03HAYAJI0, YTO OH ObLJT OJTHOCTHIO OfleT. [IOKPHITHIN I'YCTHIM
OeNlbIM MEXOM OT CepefMHbI TYJIOBUILA 0 CTYIHEH, a TaKXkKe MPEearieybs U 3amsCThs, BCe
yIepKUBaeTCsa Ha MeCTe I10JIOCOM U3 KpaCHOU Tyro HaTSHYTOU TKaHu. Ero rpynb ocTaBanach
obHaxxeHHOU. OH IOJTy4nJI MeX OT MefiBe[isl, KOTOPHIY IIPecenoBal ero, yOun ero rojasIMi PyKaMu 1
conpal C Hero K0Xy MaJIeHbKUM HOXKOM, KOTOPHIY OBUT y Hero pu cebe.

K ero cnuHe OBIJT IPUBS3aH TOIOP BMECTE C JIYKOM. Y OopyXKus Obljla PYKOSTh U3 TEMHO-KOPUYHEBOTO
IiepeBa C 3aMedaTeIbHEIMU 30JI0THIMU TPaBUPOBKaMU Ha Hel, a TakxXKe IIJIOCKOCTD JIE3BUS, PYHHB
ObLTM MACTEPCKHU BhIpE3aHHl Ha MeTaie. OT Hero UCXOOWIT Be3[eCYIIUi X0JI0fl, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, €TI0
CBsI3b C HUM IT03BOJISISIA €My He YYBCTBOBATh X0JI07a, KaK CJIef{0BasIo ObI.

OH crernas CBOH JTyK U3 BETKH, KOTOPYIO B3SIJI C IePeBa, OKPAIIeHHOT0 B ero 1IBeTa, ero Kopa Obia
TIOYTH TAKOM JKe 6eJlol, KaK OKPY2KAIOUIKH ero CHET, a JIUCThS ObUIM KPAaCHBEIMHU, KaK KPOBb, a
MaJIMHOBEIE ITBeTa OBLIM SICHEI, KaK JeHb cpenu 6emoro cHera. Ha cTBoje mepeBa OBIIO JIUIIO,
KOTOPOE, Ka3aJIoCh, IJIaKaJIo, ero Cjie3sl ObIIX 3/10Belie-KPacHoro BeTa.

KpaToc moo3peBas, 4To ero CXOJCTBO C JePeBOM OyOeT IPHYMHON OOJBIIOr0 Pa3gpaxkeHus C ero
cTopoHHL. TeM He MeHee, cllapTaHell HafesyICsd, YTO TaKoe BOJIHEeHHe IPOU30HIeT M03xKe, a He
PaHbIIIe.

...OH OB T7IyT, KOTla Hagesiyics Ha 3To.

KpaToc 3Has, 4To B 3TUX 3€MJIAX €CTh JIogu. Kak OH MOT He 3HaTh, YYUTHIBAsI MHOXKECTBO IIPU3HAKOB
JKU3HH, C KOTOPHIMU OH CTOJIKHYJICS BO BpeMs CBOero npebbiBaHus B TyHApe? OH HaMepeHHO
IepaKascs Mofablile OT UX Jlarepel Uiy gepeBeHb. OH IPomIKI OBl CBOIO U3OJISIIMIO TaK HOJT0, KaK
TOJIBKO MOT, €CJI¥ OBl Y Hero OBIJT CBOM IyTh, PEIIUB C yIOOCTBOM MPOUTHOPUPOBATh
TIECCUMUCTUYECKUHU T'0JIOC B 3aTHIIKE, TOBOPSIINIA €My, YTO 3TO He MPOJIUTCS JOJITO.

Cynn0a 1 ero ymada [0KaXyT, 4YTO 3TO IPaBUJILHO.
Kak on cmeeT no3HaTh Mup? Kak Mor IIpu3pak CrapThl , HAKOHEL], KUTh 0€3 OUTB?

KpaToc coBceM He yIHUBHUIICS, KOTHa BO BpeMs OXOTHl HATKHYJICS Ha HEOOJIBIYI0 TPy XKUTeeH
3TOH 3€MJId, OKOJIO TPUAIIATHU MJIK OKOJIO TOT'O, 2KE€HIITWH 1 neTeﬁ, BEITJTIAOEBIINX U3MOXKIOEHHBIMU 1
U3MOXKIEeHHEIMU. Cyxue T'yObl, IOJIHEIe TAHUKHY I'JIa3a, KOCT/ISBEIE GUTYPH], OHU BBITJISEN CHIIBHO
XOJIOMHBIMHM, KaK II0CJIe MyTeIIeCTBYS B IIOO3EMHEIA MUP. YKac B UX Cepilax ObUT 0csi3aeM, Kak
OynTO OHM crlacanauch 6ercTBoM.

KpaToc 3HAJI, YTO HEKOTOPEIE U3 HUX OBLITH CIIMIIKOM CTapHI, YTOOBI OaJIEKO YfITPI OT 4ero oHmM



OexKau, OH He MOT CKa3aTh, HO, HOJI)KHO OBITh, 9TO OBIJIO YTO-TO [AEHCTBUTEIBHO yKacHoe. OmHAKO UX
Iena ero He Kacanuch. CrapTaHel XMBIKHYT U Y2Ke COOHUpaICs MOBEPHYTHCS M OCTABUTD ITUX JTIOIEH
Ha MPOU3BOJI CYABORI, KOTHA YCIIBIIIA JIeeHS Ui KPOBb BOIIIIb.

9T0 3By4Yasio Kak 00J1e3HEHHbIE BOIIM SIPOCTHU UJIU TApPIIUU, B OTINYHE OT JTIOOBIX XKUBOTHBIX, KOTOPHIX
Kpatoc BcTpeydan B 3TOM AUKOM MeCTHOCTH. YTo ObI 9TO HU OBITIO, 3TO OBIIO HeecTeCcTBEHHO. OH
Kojie0asncsi HeKOTOpoe BpeMsi, 3Has, YTO €CJIM OH OCTAHOBUT HEM3BECTHOE CYIIECTBO, Hallafialollee Ha
3Ty TPYIIY XKEHIIUH U ieTel, 3T0 OyeT 03HayaTh KOHEI] er0 MUPHLIX gHei. OH He OB yBepeH, YTo
TOTOB O0TKa3aThCs OT TAKOW BEIlH.

Ele oguH KPUK pa3fasics B €ro yIIax, Ha 9TOT Pa3 HaMHOTO O0yuxke. KpaToc mocMoTpest, 9YTo CTajo C
TPYIIOH, ¥ 3aMETHUJI, YTO OHU 3aMEPIIK OT CTpaxa. « [loueMy OHHU BCET[ia 3aMUPAIOT B CTpaxe? —
CIIPOCHUJI OH ce0sl.

OH yCIIBIIIIaa OTYETIUBEIA 3BYK XPYCTa CHETA ¥ MOTHYJI TOJIOBOM, YTOOB! YBHUIETH, YTO 9TO 3a
Cy1IecTBo, GUTypa, UAYIIAs C TPOILI, C KOTOPO#H MOSBUIUCH mionu. OH uMes o0LIui BU/ YeJI0BeKa, HO
YyeJI0BeKOM 3T0 He Ob110. Ero Koxa Oblyla TBepHou u umesna 051efHO-Tony00# OTTEHOK JIbla BMECTO
KOXKHM, Kakue Obl BOJIOCH Y HEr0 HU OBIIIM, OHU OBIJTM TOHKUMU OeJTbIMU, ITOX0XKUMU Ha UHEH,
WCXOTUBIINY U3 €70 TOJIOBH. Ero ria3a ObUIH OIIETIOMIISIONIE TOTyORIMH, CBETUINCH POBHO U JIMIIEHHI
BCSIKOTO YYBCTBA K 4eMy-u0o xkuBoMy. OH HEC HEOUHIIEHHOE KOIbe U30 JIba U OBITT OIET BO BCe
yepHoe. Ero mpubnuxeHnre ObIIO MeIJIEHHBIM U YBEPEHHBIM, KaK Y XUIITHUKA, 3HAS, YTO 3T JIIOOU HE
yOeryT ot Hero, MeIjIeHHO CMaKys CTpaX, CIafaloIIdi C HUX BOJTHAMH.

Pemenue Kpatoca 61710 IPUHSATO 3@ HETO, KOTHa AETCKUI Iy1a4 JOCTUT ero yIIed, Korja OHu
yBUETH CYIecTBO. Pa3BsizaB CBOM TOIOp, CIlapTaHel] OPOCUIICS K HUM, ero IIOKPHITEIE MEXOM HOTH
TIOYTH HEe MTPOU3BOMUIIH ITyMa B TyCTOM CHery. CyIecTBo mpubIuKanoch K

TPyIIe, «<KOTopas mepecTasa OBUTAThCSA!» , MOJHSB KOIbe, YTOOH MOPa3uTh OIUKAUIIYI0 TOOLIYY, HO
OH OKa3aJICsl HAMHOT'0 MyOpee IMIPOCTOTO MOHCTPA, €T0 MOTPSICAIOIINE HHCTUHKTH HACTOPOXKUIIM €T0,
KOT'7Ia CYIIEeCTBO OLICTPO MMOBEPHYJIOCH U YBUAETO KpaToca, mpHIraloilero K HEMy C TOIIOPOM, TOTOBEIM
HaHECTU COKPYIIUTEIbHEIHN yaap. CyIecTBO JIEHUBO ITOCTABUIIO KOILE B IOJIOXKEeHUE OJ1st 6710Ka, Kak
OyaTO OHO He 0XKUMA0, YTO aTaka NMPUYUHUT KaKON-T100 YPOH.

OH moXaJeeT 0 TaKOM FOPIHIHE.

Tomop ¥ Kombe CTONKHYIKCH BO BCIIBIIIIKE CBETA M OTJIYIIUTEILHOM I'poxoTe. CBeT morac, u
OecroMolITHas I'PYIINa ¢ TpemeToM Habmofana, Kak CyIIecTBO MPOJIeTeN0 Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO epPeBLEB
¥ PacTSIHYJIOCh Ha ciuHe. « HeBo3MOXKHO», « K/IsIHyCh cTaphiMu 60oraMu» U « Boru mpuIIg CriacTu
Hac?» ObUIM Cpei MHOXKECTBa MBICJIEN, ITPOHECIITNXCS B TOJI0BAX KEHIIUH U JeTel, CTABIINX
cBupeTensiMu nmousura. OHU BEPUIIH, YTO 9TO OBIJIO O0KECTBEHHBIM [IeSTHHEM, U KOT{la OHM XOPOIIIO
PaccMOTpeNH CBOET0 CIIaCUTelIsi, OHM elrle O0JIbIlle YBePUIIUCh B 9TOM (hakTe.

— Tl yeMnoH OOTOB? — C HafeXKOOM CIIPOCHIIa OJIHA U3 XKEHIIWH.
«41 Huyeit yemnuoH. OcobeHHO 60TOB ». — O0TBeTHNI KpaToc cBoUM riTy00KUM OAapUTOHOM.

"Ho BBl moymkHH ObIT ©M! Bel nMeeTe Bup yapapeBa! [lomxkHo OvITh, CTapeie Boru mocmanu Bac
cioma, 4yToOEI criacT Hac oT Benukoro Uuoro!"

Bot ono. Bymb npokisATO 3TO AepeBo B siMax Taprapa. Kpatoc 38an! OH 3Han! 9T0 gepeBo cTaHeT
3aHO030i1 B ero 00Ky, ¥ BOT, BO uMs Aupa, Oyob oHU NPOKIATH. Cynb0a, JOJIKHO OBITh, HAKOHEL-TO
3a0epeT y Hero cBOM ¢GyHT mioTu. OH pa3apaxKeHHO XMBIKAET, PEIIUB He YIOCTOUTh TPYIITY
oTBeTOM. « OHH yXKe yOexKIeHbl; MOe OTPHUIlaHKe HUYEero He u3MeHuT». OH yTelan cebs, 9yBCTBYS,
KaK HapacTaeT rojioBHas 60Jib.



"U-1" omHa U3 CTApPIIMX XKEHITUH X0TeNla YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO Obl/la ITOpaXkeHa MOosSBIeHuEM
«MHOr0»? MMEHHO TakK OHU Ha3Bajlu CYILIEeCTBO, TEPMUH, KOTOPHIM OH OCBEJOMUTCS MOCIIE
O6uTBHL. [Ipyrou momHscs u ornsapencs. KpaToc He OblT yBEpEH, YBUOE JIU OH B €T0 I'Ta3ax
3aMelaTeNnbCTBO, HO TaKOe YYBCTBO MMeJIo Obl CMEICI... TT0 KpaliHeil Mepe, s HeTo.

Kpatoc npurorosuncs K Heus0exkHOU aTake, KOTopas ocjefoBana, Kak 1 0xkupanocs. Cpasy xe oH
MOT CKa3aTh, YTO Y 3TOM TBapu He OBbIJI0O HUKAKUX HABHIKOB, ¥ BMECTO 3TOT'0 OHA II0jIarajach Ha CBOIO
IIPEBOCXOMSIIYIO CUIIy U OUEBUAHYIO HEYSI3BUMOCTh, YTOOH T0o0eXnaTh B OMTBAX, a ee ygapkl
COOTBETCTBOBAJIK TOJIHKO ee HEOPEKHOM 1 XaoTHYHOU paboTe Hor. Hu 0iMH HOPMAaJbHEIM YeJI0BEK HE
cMmor Obl cepKaTh eTo, He TOBOpS yKe o mobene Ham HUM. K HecyacThio [Jist HETO, Tepey] HUM He
CTOSITT HOPMaJIbHEIN YeJI0BeK, ero MpoTUBHUKOM Obul [Ipu3pak CriapThl. Bor Bo#HEI He GbIT TPOCTHIM
CMEPTHBEIM Y€eJIOBEKOM, ero Cujia ¥ IPOHUIATEIbHOCTh HAMHOT'O IPEBOCXOAUIIU CUJTY 3TOU TJIBIOH
TbAA.

[Tomumo rpy06oit cuibl, KpaToc 3aMeTH1, 4TO €ro TOIOpP He CUIbHO HaBpenunl MHomy. OH
II0JT03PeBaJl, YTO 3TO OBIJIO CBSI3aHO C TEM, YTO U TOIIOP, U CYIIECTBO ObLIM XOJOOHBIMY, @ CTUXUIHAS
6/1M30CTh €ro MPOTHBHUKA [iefiajia opyxkue HeadheKTUBHBIM. He HCIyraBUINCh, OH IIPOCTO IIBHIPHY
TOTIOP B ONMXKaiilllee IepeB0, CXBATUII CYIIECTBO 3a I'OJIOBY, Pa3BEPHYJICS, YTOOH IEPEKUHYTh €T0
111e10 Yyepes IJIeYUo, U cJioMas ero. MIHOM pa36uiics B OCKOJIKY JIbJa, a 3aTeM IIPEBPATUIICS B
MOPO3HBIM TYMaH B BO3TyXe.

Brino rpo6oBoe MoyaHue, B 1eCy He ObIIO HY 3ByKa. EMMHCTBEHHBIM 3BYKOM, KOTOPBIM MOXKHO OBIIO
yCIBIIIaTh, 661710 TTTy60K0e aeixaHue. CliapTaHel] IIOBEPHYJICS K 3PUTENISAM, ero JIUIO0 OBII0
COBEPINIEHHO HEUTPANIbHEIM U CTOUKHUM.

— YT0 5 TONBKO YTO yOUIT?

Ero romoc BuiBeN CMEPTHBIX U3 OLIETIEHEHN I, UX JINIld, HaKOHEIl, USMEHUJINCE C BEIPAXKEHHNA ITIOJTHOTO
IMIOTPsACEHUA, IIOCKOJIBKY OOJIBLIITHUHCTBO CT&prIH.IPIH CMOTJIX JTUIIb YIIaCTh Ha KOJIEHHU, YCTAJIOCTh
HaKOHEIl HACTyIInIIa, IIOCKOJIBKY UX Bpar OobIle He IpecienoBall ux.

«3t0 6611 MHOM. Bee oy MOMXKHBEL 3HATH 3TO, YEMITHOH». EMY OTBETHI OOUH U3 IOXKUJILIX JIIOHEH.

"XMMM." KpaToc XMBIKHYJI, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha I'PYOH, CIIOKOMHO Habmogas 3a JII0ObMU Iepef HUM U
OIIeHMBAS UX TPABMEI 1 00IIee COCTOSIHUE KPUTHUYECKHUM B3TJISIOM.

«OH¥ - BeJIMKMe Bparu 4yejgoBeKa CO BpeMeH Halllux Ipenkos. [1o KkpaiiHen Mepe 3T0 TO, 4To Maa
CKa3ajla MHe U ee Maa [0 Hee»

«3HAYMT, Ha CaMOM fieJie Thl HUYero He 3Haelllb... 0YeHb XOPOIIo. I'ie MyKUYNHEI TBOETO
njeMeHu?» — crupocuil Kpatoc, ocMaTprBasi OKPECTHOCTH Ha HaJMyue YIpos.

«MyKYMHBI OCTAJIUCh, YTOOH ApaThcs. [laliTe HaM IAHC YHUTU», — CKa3ajla MOJIofasl XKeHIIMHA B
TpyIIilie, BHITJISAAA Tak, Kak Oy[ITO OHa BOT-BOT pacIllayeTcsl.

«Torpma oHU MepTBE». KpaToc, Bcerga MATKUY, HUYEro He CKphIBajl. ['0BOPUTH IIpaBay 0Ka3aloCh
CJIMILIKOM CJI0KHO [JIS1 MOJIO[OY XKEHIIUHEI, KOTOpasd TYT XKe pacllylakaiach. ITO Xe CHaenano u
OOJIBIIIMHCTBO [IeTeH, KOTOPHIX ObIIIO caMoe 0OJIbIllee NEBSITh.

Kpatoc BcTan Ha KOneHH Iepeq MaJeHbKOU NeBOYKOM U BHITED C/Ie3y C ee IeKu. "30ech He MeCTO
3a[epKUBATHCS, U celyac He BpeMs OJIs clie3, OuTs. Thl JOJIKHa OBUTAThCS, KyOa ThI
Halmpasisaiach?"



"M#I cibianu, 4to 6ymet coop... Camoe Gomnbinoi. Kakoi-Tro ManTc, Man1? Mnu Kak-To Tak
o0benuHseT cBoOOmHEIN Hapomd. OH mpearaeT, IPOBECTH Hac Ha or. OH JyMaeT, YTO OH CMOXKET
nepebpOCUTEL HAC Yepe3 CTeHy. " — 061aroroBeiHO CKa3asjia OHa, ¥ B €e TIOKPACHEBIIHNX I'Ta3ax
MeJbKHYJIa Hagexka.

'Crena?' 910 Oblta nHGOPMAIIKS, KOTOPYIO OH JOJIXKEeH OyoeT YTOYHUTH 1033Ke, a ceiyac 0wy 6osee
HACYIIHEIE eJla, 0 KOTOPHIX HY2KHO OBII0 03a60TUThCs. «Mou Tyma, He OCTaHABIMBAKCS U He
OTABIXal. DTHU Jieca He HMOOXONSAT MJIS XKEHIUH U JeTen».

— Tt He noiifenis ¢ HaMu? Pyka pebeHKa IIOUTH IOTSHYJIAch K HEMY, IIpexXe YeM OHa IoiMara
ce0s u oTOepHYyNa ee. KpaToc B3moXHYI U 00epHYJICS, PEIIUB COCPEIOTOUUTHCS Ha TOM, UTO OH
OOJIKEH [e/aTh.

«HeT. Y MeHs eCcTh CBOH [Iefla, KOTOPEIMK HYKHO 3aHSAThCS. [lela, KOTOphie MHe HyXKHO
cmenaTh». Ero Kynmaku C2Kaluch BOIIPEKH caMoMy cebe.

— Torpa KT0 Hac 3amwuTuT? 2KeHIMHa, XpynKas U 0TYasHHO JepKalllas CBoero MiafieHIa y rpyay,
MOTJIa TOIbKO CMOTPETh MY B CIIMHY C HapaCTAIOLIAM y2KaCOM.

«41 He 3aIIUTHUK».
"Ho BB MOKeTe criacTd Hac oT UHBIX!"

«...9T0 TO, uTO MOs1 P3¥t 3acTaBusa Obl MeHs cuenaTh». OH CKa3as C TaKo# Xke ysSI3BUMOCThIO, KaK
Hewmeiickuui neB. «MeHbIIIE CJIOB, UOUTE AajIblle UJIKM YMPUTE B 9TOM JIECY, PELIaiTe CaMu».

OH y1ien B Jiec B TOM e HallpaBJIeHUH, OTKy/Ia IlIeJl U3Ha4aJlbHO, He Iafs BTOPOTO B3TJIsa Ha
OLIEJIOMJIEHHYIO TPYIILY, KOTOPYIO OH OCTaBuUJ n0o3aau ceOsi. [Toka niofu HaX0Ouy B cebe MyKeCTBO
ITPOMOIKATh CBOM Iy Th, AEBYIIKA IIOCTOSIHHO OTJISIARIBAIACh HA3afl, B TY CTOPOHY, Ky/a IIej X
cracutenb. VOsi, oHa clienuia PyKH, HaWBHO MBEITASICh MTOPaXKaTh CBSIIEHHUKY B CBOEH JepeBHe,
KOTJa OH MOJIHJICS.

3arnsapbiBast Biepen, pe0eHoK HEBUHHO XKeJjlajl YBUOETh ero CHOBaA.
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