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«0, ox!»

«Ax, yxe?»

BoccTaBmmy CTapuK HEPBHO W HAIIPSKEHHO BCTAJl C KPOBATH.
HasepHoe, 3T0 eCTECTBEHHO.

Brino OBl CTpaHHO, eciiu OBl OH He OB 1e30PHEeHTHPOBAH.

4 cnmerka MOJHSN PYKY B 3HAK MPUBETCTBUS CTapPHUKY.

«Kak Balle coCcTosiHuE, Ienyms?»

«Yro cnyuyunock B mupe?! 4 gomxkeH OBITH MEPTB!»

Kak TO/NbKO OH 3aMEeTHIT MeHSsI, er0 JIUI0 U3MEHUJIOCh U OH CTaJl MPUOINKATLECS KO MHE.
«41 3Hal0, KaK BEl Ce6s1 YYBCTBYeTE, HO YCIIOKONUTECH»

Iaxe s OyMalo, 4TO TO, YTO A CHeJial, OBLITO 693YMHI:>IM, d IIOHATHA He UMEI0, KaK g OOJIZKeH
00J1eTYUTh OJIs1 HETO0 OCO3HaHueE 3TOr0.

4 0OCTOPOXKHO MOTJIagUII €ro M0 IIJleYaM.

CTapuk, cjerka yCIIOKOUBILIUCE, TTTyOOKO B3MOXHYJI U TIOMLITAJICS CECTh HAa KPOBATh.
Tak, HaBepHOE, He 0 YeM 0eCIIOKOUTHCS, pa3 OH TaKOW SHEPTUYHBIN.

Bo BcsiKOM criy4ae, 3Ta HeBEpPOSITHAsA Marus, II0X0xe, IPpaBUJIbHO cpaboTana.

f IpUOTKPELI POT, II0Ka A XK[aJj, KOrfa OH IIPUMET 3TO.

«41 BEpHYII Bac, Tak 4YTO BB 00 3TOM flymMaeTe?»

«Het, maxe ecnu TH TOBOPUIIH ITO...»

B TOT MOMEHT, KOrja CTapUK MOHSJI CUTYaluI0, OH 3aCThLJI, IIUPOKO PACKPEIB POT.

«4ro? Trl cKa3aj, 4TO BO3POAMI MeHS U3 MepTBEIX? Kak Thl CMOT UCII0/Ih30BaTh TAKYI0
BO3MYTUTEJIbHYI0 Marumw...??»

«933, 3T0 OBLIO OYEHB JIETKO, KaK OHL... {1 IPOCTO CcHenas To U 3TO...».

ITo mpaBpe roBops, A EUCTBUTENILHO YCTal, HO CaM Pa3roBOp IIPOLIeS HOBOJILHO ITIafKo.
BuBa cynep maruu.

KaxeTcs, eHbI' ToXKe 3aCTaBIAIT Al KDYTUTECSA. ITOT PAKT KaXKeTCsl MeIaHXOJIUYHEIM.

«YTto TH UMeelb B BUAYy? IIpocTo caemnan To u 3TO... Tebe MPUIINIOCh OB TOTPATUTh OTPOMHOE
KOJINYECTBO MaHBI»,



«AX...... Hy, 1 He JyMalo, 4TO 9TO TaK MHOI'0?»
Korpga s cka3sai 3T0, y CTapuKa OTIaja 4eoCTh.

«3T10 HEBO3MOXKHO! OTKyna y Tebs Takas Marus?.... He roBopu MHeE, YTO THl COBEPIINII pe3Hio!?
Kakoit 6ecniopsimok! ITogyMaTh TOJBKO, YTO 51 OTAAJ CBOIO Maruio TAKOMY YelioBeKy.....! d myman, 4to
HaKOHeI] HallleJlI KOI'0-TO CIIOCOOHOTO!»

Co CTAapPHUKOM, ITOX02KE, BHIIIIIO KaKOE-TO TUTAHTCKOE HEJOPa3yMEHHUe.

Iaxe 51, H.CCOMHEHHO, II0YYBCTBOBAJI Obl Ce0s1 HeypaBHOBEIIEHHEIM IIepe] JINLIOM TaKOT0
HeOopas3yMeHUs, TaK YTO JaBalTe MPSIMONUHENHO pa3bepeMcsi.

«...IaBauTe oboiimeMcs 0e3 KiIeBeTH. Bce, UTo s UCII0Ib30Ball, OBII0O MOE, YeCTHO.
«... 9T0-?»

«41 ckazar, 4To Bce Moe. [IpocTo g He fesan Takyio 6e3pacCymHyIO BEIlb.»

¢l He Bpaj B TOM, YTO S CKa3aJl, HO OH BCe ellle He BEPUT MHe.

Ho B TO ke BpeMsi, pa3yM HaKOHEI] BEPHYJICS K ero OnemgHoMy nuily. M B 3TOT pa3 OH LIMPOKO
pacraxHys PyKd U BO3pa3ujl TPOMKUM TOHOM.

Bupgumo, cutyanus npeBpaTuiach B LIyTKY.
«Bay, Bay! I'mynsiii pacckas. IIpennonoxum, 9To s Tebe BePIO.

[ToueMy THI He HCCOX U He yMep? Maruueckoe UCTOIeHNE 03Ha49aeT «CMepTh». [laxe ecnu y Te0s
ecTb Mosz MaHa, Bce paBHO 3TOro OyfeT HeflOCTaTOYHO.»

«Torma 3TO, CKOpee BCero, IOTOMY, YTO y MeHS ellle eCTb MaHa».

4 3Halo, 3TO TPYAHO IPHUHATH, HO g X004y, YTOOBI BH IIOBEPUJIM IIPABIE.

Crapuk u30al CyXou CMEINOK, TI03TOMY S OTBETHUJI OECIIPUCTPACTHEIM BhIpaKeHUEeM JINIIA.
3aTeM CTapuK BCXJIUIIHYJI U OCTOPOXKHO CIIPOCHUI MEHS:

«... KcTaTti, KaKkoBa Mepa TBOEU Maruu?»

«8001000. Ho g gymato, yto 1000 ot Bac»

[onoBa cTapuKa HeyBepeHHO 3aKadaach.

Ecnu TH yOouBmsSembes, s 3aaloch BOIIPOCOM, JOJIKEH JIU g IIPHUAaBaTh 3TOMY 60Jblllee 3HaUYeHUE.
[ToBepKEHHBIHM CTAPUK KaKUM-TO 00pa30M IpuIien B cebs.

«...MOH MSAITBCOT IET HUYEr0 He 3HadaT».

«O HeT, He XBAJIUTE MEHS TaK MHOTO»



«f me xBanmun! Ou nomoxkmau! TpyoHo mBurathesi! YTo-TO He Tak ¢ MouM Tenom!? Thl omuOCs!?»
«9TO TO, YTO A AyMaio?»

«... BB fyMaeTe?»

He 3Has1, B 4eM CMBICII TOTO, YTO OH YCJIBIIIAJ, Tla3a CTapuKa cTajnu 0ojiee XKeCTKUMH.

¢ oTBNEK B3I ¥ ITOCMOTPEN B Oymy1iee.

Koneuno, ecnu Bul CIIDOCUTE MEH4, OBLI0 OBI CTPAaHHO, eClix OBl He OBIJI0O HUYEero CTPAHHOTI'O B BallleM
TeJe.

Yro menath? {1 He 3HAJ, YTO CKA3aTh, IIO3TOMY 3aMep Ha BPeMs...
Xopo1I10, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 5T TPOTJIOTHII CBOO CJIIOHY M PEIIHU IIPOCTO OBITh YECTHRIM C HUM.

«3...... Kak OBl 3TO CKa3aTh... Marus BO3POKAEHUSI U3 MEPTBLIX HyKIalach B COCyAe, HECMOTPS HU
Ha 4yTo. Torga s BEIOpaAs OOUH 3[ECh.»

«...9TO 3HAYHUT, YTO TH YOUII KOTO-TO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB?.....uTO 3a paboTa! be3 KpoBu u cries!»

«BrI roBOpHUTE 3TO CHOBA. [1n0x0¥ cnymarens. [103Bo/IbTe MHE NTepedpa3upoBaTh, s IOKMMal ero
3mechb. VI MHe OBIJIO ero 04eHb Kab.»

«T®I MOMMaI ero, TOBOPUIIIL?»

«Ox. Xors Pe3ynbTaTel HEMHOT'O HEOXKHUIOAHHEI.... HO, YIUTEIBASA, 9YTO 3TO BEI IIOXUTHUIIN MEHA... KaK-
TO»

Crapuk OBl YOUBIEH MOUM ABYCMBICTIEHHBIM 3asBJIEHUEM.
«O yeM THI TOBOPHIIIE?»

«A, BOT 3epkaino!....... He CIIUIIKOM CEPOUTECH, XOPOIIO?»
4 nerko gocTan 3epKasio, KOTOpoe s MPUTOTOBUII 3apaHee.

CTapI/IK BCMOTPEJICA B 3€PKaji0 1 OBLT OelCTBUTEIIBHO YOUBJIEH, €r0 N3HAYaJIbHO KPYTJIbIE T'JId3ad
BREIITYYUJIUCE €I1€ CUJIbHEE.

fApkas u3yMpynoHO-3e/ieHas Koxka, 6ecTsuas u 61egHast.
JISryimayby ek HagyBaluCh KaK BO3OYIIHbIE HIaPHL.

Ho mo Kakoii-To mpu4yrHe Ha nomboponke Oblfla AIMHHASA YuCTO-0emas 6opofa.

«XOTs 9TO BRITJISIOUT TaK, s CHeJal Bce BO3MOXKHOE...»
HesaBucuMo OT TOT0, KaK Ha 3TO TOCMOTPETh, OTPaKeHue B 3epKaje ObII0 OTPOMHOM JISTYIIKOH.

Ho pByHOrO1#.



«Kak ¥ 02KMIan0Ch, 3TO IIJI0X0, ST OECIeIbHO 3arpy3usl pa3IuyHbe 3aKIuHaHus [Monudukauu
Tesa], MoKa BBl CITA/IH.... HO 3TO BCE JKe 0CTaJIoCh NAryuIkoi. Ax! Barra 6opoga oTpocia, mocMoTpure!
Brl TakKe MoxkeTe CBOOOMHO IMepeMeIiaTh CBOM YeThIpe KOHEUHOCTH IPaBUIbHO? 4 TakxKe
TIOTIRITAJICST U130 BCEX CHJI CHleNiaTh Balll CTHJIb XOAbOH ABYHOTUM!... pa3Be He 3[0POBO, YTO KUBOTHOE
C pyKaMu 1 HOTaMHu?»

X0oTs 9 cMessiCs, XOJIOOHEIN 0T 0ezKasl [0 MOeH CIUHe.

4 coernan HEKOTOPHIE OeWCTBUTENILHO CTPAHHEBIE BEIllH, YTOOBI 9TOT CTPAHHBEIA OPraHU3M MOT
POIHUTHCS.

4 gyman, 4To Bce GyeT HOpMaJsibHO, KOTHa S 3TO CHeJlalo, HO TaKUM ObILIT pe3yIbTar.
CrapuK IIPOCTO 3aCTHIJI, YCTABUBIIUCEH B 3€PKAJIO CIIUIIKOM HAHOJTO.

Kaxk 1 oxumanocs, 3To OBLITO HEeIIPAaBUIIBHO, { IIOIIBITAJICA CKAa3dTh HECKOJIBKO YTEIIUTEJIbHBIX CJIOB,
HO...

«0 MOH BOT'!»

Bornbias nsarymka pe3ko IepeBepHyach, s 3alaHUKOBal.

«A, 3TO TakK, BH OEWCTBUTEILHO IIPEBPATUIUCH B IATYIIKY...»

«3aTKHUCH!»

B 3TOT meHb 4emoBeK, KOTOPOr0 HA3kIBAIM BeIMYAMIIMM BOIIIEOHHKOM B MUPE, BO3POIUIICS B BUE

JIATYIIKH.
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