TeMHO# HOYBIO, B JIeCy, Ha IOJITHE OKPYKEHHOHN I'YCTHIMHU KYCTaMH MOXKKeBeJIbHUKA, TOPeIH TPH
KOCTpa. BOKpyT HUX CIPYAMIOCH OKOJIO ITOJIYyTOpPa fecsTKa 4eloBeK. Ha MHOTHX U3 HUX MOXKHO OBIIO
YBUMIETh CBeXKHUe paHbl. JIromu OBIIN MOHENb3sT BLIMOTAHBl ¥ BEIMA3aHH! B I'PSI3U.

- 9¥, aTaMaH, Hac Heclabo MoTpenany Te OXOTHUKU. Y Hac OCTaloCh Marso jonen. YTo menaTh
OymeM? - CIPOCHIT JONTOBSA3BINM My K4YKHa, Y KOTOPOT'0 OKPOBaB/IeHHas MOBI3Ka 3aKphiBajia OOJIIIYI0
YacTh JUla. - ECu HU4ero He NMPeOIpHMeM - TO ITIOAOXHEM TYT, KakK MUTh OaTh!

- 3aKpo¥ macTh, YO0k, - KpymHEIN, IIMPOKOIIJIeYnii MyK4iHa B 0apXaTHBIX IIapoBapax 1
ITPOITMTAHHOM KPOBBIO py0axe, pa3MaxHYJICs, U C CUION TKHYJ MOAYMHEHHOTO, OT YEro MOCIeIHUM
KyOapeM MOKaTUJIICS 110 3eMjie. - 4 u 6e3 Tebs 3Hawo, 4To HaMm rpo3uTt! Ho ceiiyac MbI HUYEro He
MOXKeM ceaTh. ['0CIIOOuH BeJleNl HaM 3aJjieyb Ha OHO, HO M3-3a BaC, TYMHIX 0TOPOCOB, MHI yKe
IBaK[Ibl BIUILIM B HEIIPUSATHOCTU. KTO Bejies 3TUM HeloyMKaM HallaflaTh Ha TeX ABOUX MaroB, YTO
cpazKkajuch Mexny cobou?

OTBeTOM dTaMaHy OBIIO JIHIIB IIOOaBJIEHHOE MOJIYaHHue.

- {1 Bac cnpamuBato. KTo Benen BaM, IpuAypKaM CIiaTh Ha IIOCTY, KOTAa K HaM ogoOpancs OTpsf,
OXOTHHUKOB? - pa300MHUK 3aMaxHYJICS U CO BCET0 Maxy 3alyCTuI B OMXKauIero IoqYnHEHHOT 0
TsKesou OapaHbed KOCThIO. [TocienHuil He yCIes yBepHYTHCS U 3aBONUII OT 00JIM, KOTHa Ta yaapuia
ero mop pebpa.

- Kto?! KTo, 5 Bac crmpamuBaio? Heyzxkemnu 3T0 51 BaM IIpuKasan? A, BH, KyCKU c00a4ybero fiepbMa... - y
HEero He XBaTHUJIO BO3/AyXa, YTOOH 3aKOHYMTE (pas3y, U MyKUMHA TSIKeJI0 B3TOXHYJ, ¥ CHOBa Habpar
BO3[yXa B Ipydb, COOMpasiCh pa3pa3uThCsl OUePENHON TUPANOM, KaK BOPYT [0 €ro CllyXa HOHEeCcCs
0e3yMHEBIH BOILJIb.

Ot aTOr0 KpHKa y coOpaBIIMXCS BOKPYT KOCTPOB JIIOfIel KPOBb 3aCThIIA B XKulaxX. YeloBeK He MOT Tak
KpU4aTh, fa U TeM O6ojiee TaM, OTKyJa JOHOCHIICS 3BYK, HAXOOUIOCh Hempoxoaumoe 6omoTo. Tak xe,
BCE BBIKMBIIIME Ceyac HaXOOUIKCh Ha CBeTYy, 00 aTaMaH, Ybs BRIAEPIKKA ObIJTa HEMHOTO ITOKpeIye,
YyeM y IPUXBOCTHEM, OTJISIAEN U ITOCYUTAIT UX.

OpHako Xe, 9TO He OTMEHSJIO TOTO (aKTa, YTO KyTKUM KPUK Bce Oosblie u Oosbline mpubnuxancs. U
HaKOHeEII, B KPYT CBETa BCTYIIUJIO CYIIECTBO, BCTPETUTL KOTOPOE B ITUX JIecaX He MOT OXKMAATh HUKTO.
IIa u BooO11Ie, BCce coOpaBIInecs: BOKPYT ObIIM YBEPEHBI, YTO BHIIIEANIAS K HUM HEUHCTH - IIPOCTO
CKa3Ka, KOTOpOM MHOTHUX IIyralu MaTepPHU B IeTCTBe. B Kpyre cBeTa mosiBuiach xuMepa. Ho coBceM He
Takas, Kak paccka3hklBaloCh B cKa3Kax. CyIeCcTBO C T'OJI0BOM KO3HI, TEJIOM JibBa ¥ 3MEUHBEIM XBOCTOM,
OBL710 OBI ITPOCTO JIAIIOYKOM 110 CPABHEHUIO C 3TOM OTPBIZKKOW ITPEUCIIOTHEH.

Xumepa, SBUBILASICS B30PY Jiofei, Oblla IT0X0XKa Ha OTPOMHBIHM KYCOK IepeXeBaHHOTr0 Msica. XOTs,
KOe-T7le, B HeM IIPOTJISAbIBaIN YeJI0BeUeCKre YePTHl, UTO elrle 00JIbIlle YCUINBAIO CTPaxX
coOpaBmuxcs. MHOXKeCTBO pacTyIIKX Kak I10Iajio KOHEYHOCTeH, YacThio YeloBeYecKue, a opyTue -
3BEpUHbIE, YKpallleHHbIe OCTPEIMU, KaK cabid KOTTSIMH, IIECTh PTOB, PACIIOIOKEHHHIX TO TYT, TO TaM,
M HETIPEPHIBHO IIYCKAaMIIUX CIIIOHY, B IPeABKYIIeHuU O13K0M Tpamne3sl. Pa30pocaHHbIe 10 BCEMY
YPOIIMBOMY TeJly TJla3a, KaxK[abli U3 KOTOPHIX SIBHO BHIOMPAs CBOIO XKepTBY. [IpubauxKanock



YyHOOBHIIE MEIJIEHHO, BUAKMO, 00SICh CBETA KOCTPA, HO, BCE K€, OHO IPUOIHKAIOCH!

- Xpaunu Hac XamieT oT cuI TeMbI! - BCKPHYaI OOUH U3 Pa300MHUKOB 1 Opocuics 0exkaTh.

OnHaxo, CyIecTBO, METHYBIINCH, CJIOBHO MOJIHUS BIEPeJl, aKKypaTHO CHECJIO IIOJIOBUHY Yepena
Oermena, ¥ yTalluao UCTEKAIOIIYIO KPOBBIO T'OJIOBY BO ThMY. A 3aTeM, BEPHYBIIKUCH, TPUXBATUIIO U
HUXKHIOIO 9acCTh TeJa.

- Cnacatritecs! Cracaiitecs! Minu Hac coxpeT 3To HepranoBo otponbe! - cpenu pa360iHUKOB
IOJHSJIACh HEIIyTOUHas IaHuKa.

- [la 3aTKHUTECH BHI! - PSIBKHYJI aTaMaH, IIePEKpPhIBast CBOUM MOITHEIM 6aCOM IaHUYECKHEe BOIIH U
MOJIbOBEI 60TaM O CIlaCeHHUH. - BCTpeTUTh XMMepy MO30Hel HOYbIo, a ellle U B 00JI0Te - 3TO BepHas
cMepTh. boru HaM He IMMOMOTYT, TAK YTO XBAaTalTeCh 3a OPyXKHue, ¥ MPUKOHYUM 3Ty TBAPh!

- [1a TeI ¢ yma comen?! Kak MOXKHO KUOaThCS Ha 3T0 4yynosuile? OHO XKe BCex pa3opserT!

- OHO U Tak Hac pa3opBeT! - oCcIenoBall PE30HHHIN OTBET. - TaK NPOfafuM Xe CBOU XKU3HU
nopopoxe! KTo co MHOU?

HeckomnbKo 4esoBex, HEYBEPEHHO IIOOHAIA ME€4YHX U BEIKDUKHYJIKM YTO-TO ITIOX02KEe Ha 00eBOM K/INY.

- OTnuyHoO, BCcTaBaliTe 61MKe K KOCTpaM, fia Tak, 4ToObl He OBIIO crenmbix 30H. OXpaHsiTe ApyT
npyra. He gaiite aToi TBapu mpubnu3uThes! KTo-HuOyap, BO3BMUTE TOpSIIKe MaNiKy, fa pacKuganTe
BOKpyr! Ham HyKHO 6obIe cBeTa!

HpI/IKa3BI T'JIaBHOT'O OBIJI BEIITOJIHEHBI CO BCEM TIIaHKWEM, Hd KOTOPO€E€ TOJIBKO OBLIIM CITOCOOHEI
JOBEOEHHEBIE OO Y2KdCa JIIOOH. OpHako, KakK TOJIBKO CBET TOPAIIXX IIAJIOK BEIXBATHII U3 TEMEI HOBOE
IIPpOCTPaHCTBO, BCE CO6p8.BI.T.II/IeCH TMany OJyXOM OKOHYATEJIbHO, ¥ TYT XK€ IIPUTOTOBUIINCE K CMEDPTH.

XHMepa Onlsia He omHa. XOTd, maxke OOHOM XBAaTHUIIO OBl 3a r1a3a. Ho, BO TbMe MX 0Ka3aJiocCh IIeJIbIX
nsaTeh! U celiuac, oHN YCHUIIEHHO PBAJIX Ha KYCKH, 1 BCEMH CBOMMH PTAMMU ITIOKHUPAJIX HECHACTHOTO,
IIOIIaBIIIETrO B UX LIEIIKKME KOHEYHOCTH.

He BRImEpkKaB Mom0GHOTO 3pENHIIa, elle AB0e Pa360MHUKOB, C TUKUMU KPUKaMU OPOCUITUCEH HAYTEK,
B IIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHYIO OT YYHHII CTOPOHY, ¥ UCYE3JIM BO ThME, OMHAKO, UX BOIIIU IIOYTH TYT Ke
CMOJIKJIH, faBast MOHSTh, YTO BO TbMe CKPLIBAETCS ellle HeUTO, YTO He TIO3BOIUT YUTH HUKOMY U3
IIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX.

U BCcKOpe, 9TO "4TO-TO" ITOKa3anoch U3 6e3qHbl Hour. To ObIT BCAJHUK, BOCCEIABIINY Ha KOHe, 60ojee
YepHOM, 4eM caMa ThMa. OHAKO XKe, IOSIBIeHUI0 9TON (GUTYPHI JIIOIU CKOpee Haxe 00pagoBaIuCh,
yeM MCHyTranuch. [IpaBma, pagoCTHO UM OBIJIO POBHO IO TeX 0P, ITOKa MIPUCYTCTBYIOUINE He YBUIEIH
XKyTKUE Tpodeu, KOTOPEle OH MIPUTOPOYHUIT K CEIIy.



To OBLIH T'OJIOBBI TOJIBKO YTO COEXKABIITHX paS60ﬁHHKOB. BEIKOJIOTEIE T'Ta3a u OTPE3aHHBIE A3BIKHU SABHO
HaMeKaJIk Ha TO, 4YTO UM IIPUIIIOCE UCIIBITATE II€Pe] CMEPTEIO. Ha nunax stux 6eJIH5{1", HaBEK
3aCTBHUIM UX MOCIeguue sMoruu. U BEIPazKaJIkn OHHU JIUIITb HGpBO6bITHbeI YZXKac.

- Tak-Tak Tak, 4To 3TO TYTY Hac? - HEe3HaKOMeIl JIETKUM ITMHKOM OTOTHaJl OT Ooka JIOIIagy XUMEDY,
KOTOpa4, HOJI6e}KaB, IIOIIBITAJIaCh €r0 CXBATUTE 3ad JIOOBIXKKY. - Hey}KeHI/I B MOMU BJIaJE€HUSA
II02KaJI0oBalix ToCTu? Brl YK U3BHHUTE 3a XOJIOMHBIN IIpueM, HO 4 HUKOTI'O CerogHsd He 2KOaJl, I03TOMY,
IIPUHAI BaC 3a OOBIYHBIX BOpHIIIEK. Tak 4TO, CITYCTHUII C IIEIIN CBOUX MMIJIBIX cobauek. OHH YZXKe Tak
OaBHO HE I'YJIAJIA Ha CBOGOJIG, BOT M PEIINIIU IIOUT'PATh C BaMHU HEMHOI'O.

- Vix e ctout 60sThcsi. OHM 6e3 MOero mpuka3a HUKOTO He TPOHYT. MTakK, OTBETUT MHE KTO-HUOYIb
Ha Mo¥ BOmpoc? YTo BeI TYT 3a0butu? S He 0c000 TOCTENIPUUMHBIN X035IMH, HO, Pa3 yXK M10XKaJIOBaJIH,
He MOTY e 5 Bac IIPOCTO TaK OTIYCTUTh, BEPHO?

OTOT MOHOJIOT, KOTOPHIH MyKYKMHa, 00/1aYeHHbIH B YePHBIE TOCIEXH, IIPOU3HOCHU C TAKUM
PABHOOYIINEM, 3By4all My3EIKOM CMEPTH B yIIaX BCeX IMPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX. 3a BCE-TO BPeMsi, UYTO OH
IIPOMOIKaJl TOBOPUTD, Ka3ajloCh, HUKTO He CAenan faxe B3moxa. JI'ogu mpocTo 3acThun, 60Ch faxe
MOPTHYTh. ['yObl aTaMaHa 6€33By4YHO OTKPBIIACH U 3aKPHUIUCH, CTIOBHO ObI OH COOMPAIICS YTO-TO
ITPOU3HECTH, HO HE PEIIUICS.

- A? 9to TH cka3an? [1oBTOpH, S HE pacchblian! - TOIPOCUI BCafgHUK. - [la Tuxo Bel! Yero
pacyaBKanuch? A Hy OBICTPO IOMO¥! - OMMH XJIOMOK B JIQMIOIIM, ¥ XMMEPHI, 3aKOHYKB KPOBABYIO
TPU3HY, KCUE3TIA BO ThMe. BCKOpe, XUXUKaloIye 3BYKY HaeBIIUXCSA MCUYaAUU ThMbl CKPBUIMCEH BOAH.

- Tak, 94TO TH XOTeN CKa3aTh? He Gecrokoiics, s He KycaloCh, KaK 3TH COOQUKH.

Temeps, Korfa rnaBHast OIACHOCTh Bpofie ObI OTCTYIMIIA, JIIOAU, Ka3al0Ch, MOTJIM Obl pacciabuThCs,
HO OHU IlepemnyTranucs eire 6omnbiie. HakoHell, mpeaBoguTeb pa300MHIKOB, HEMEIOINMU I'y0aMu
BHITAaBUIT U3 ce0s [Ba CJIOBa: - YepHHIM BCaHUK. ..

- O! Tak 060 MHe Bce ellle TOMHST? - PHIIaphb XJIOMHYJ JJaTHBIME IIepYaTKaMu APYT O APyra, U BHICEK
CHOII UCKp. - Ju-31! He cmoTpu Ha MeHs Tak! f, mpaBma, pafd, YTO 9TU JIET€HOBI BCe ellle KTO-TO
paccka3blBaeT! 3Haelllb, KaK TAXKeJI0 HalTU TeX, KTO He HeCeT IIOJIHYIO0 YyIIb [10CJIe BCTPEYHU CO MHOU,
a pacCKa3bIBaeT B HEUCTBUTEILHOCTH TO, UTO MPOU30IIIO? - M TYT XKe CMeHUN TeMy. - Tak, 4TOOH
MHE Y4YyIOUThb B 3TOT Pa3? MoxkeT OLITh, YCTPOUTH CMEPTEIIbHYI0 OUTBY Mexkny Bamu? Kak Tebe
upgeuka? Thl Ke y HUX I'IaBHBIM, ga? YTO CKaxelb?!

Ataman momnyan. OH, CynOs 110 BCEMY, ITOHKMMAJI, 9YTO 3a YEJIOBEK, NN momoOue 4yeoBeKa nnepen HUM
ImpeacTalo. He cka3zaB HU CIIOBa, My2K4YKWHA OCeJI Ha 3EeMIII0.

- MHI ke Bce yMpeM, ITpaBaa? - 0e3:X1U3HEHHO IIOMHTEPECOBAJICS OH. - Tak ybeil Hac, ¥ [Iej0 C KOHIIOM.

- Ympete? Hy, MmoxeT ObITh 4 Tak. Ho, MHE He HyKHEI BCe Ballld AyIIHU. f ceyac He 0OYEHb I'OJIOJEH.
Tak 4To, mymalo, eciu BeIOepeTe MHE OJHOTO B JKEPTBY, TO OCTa/IbHBIX, 51, TaK U OBITh - oTIymIy! -



TJ1a3a I0j] YEePHEIM IIIJIEMOM CBEPKHYJIM JXKeJITHIM IJlaMeHeM. - Ho, eciiu XOTHTe yMepeTs BCe, TO
TI0KaJyiCTa. ¥ UCIIOHIO Ballly MOCIIeTHION TPOCKOY.

EnBa nmuib 5T Cl10Ba COPBaIUCh C €ro YCT, KakK B TOJIE MOAHAICIT TOMOH. [locnenHsas ¢ppasa aToro
ycyaaus ThMBI, SIBHO [ajia MOCIeqHUY JIyYUK HaleK bl 3TUM O0TUYasgBLUIMMCS. KpUKY U m1yMm
3aI0JIOHUIIA BCE ITPOCTPAHCTBO BOKPYT. Pa300MHUKY CIIETIMINCH MEXKAY COO0M, ¥ KaXKIObli XOTe
IOKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO OH HOCTOMH XMU3HU O0JIbIlIe, YeM COTIEPUK, KOTOPOI0 HaMepeBaIuCh MPUHECTH
B XKEPTBY.

Bcst 9T0 BO3HS HEMHOTO IT03a0aBuiia phillaps, KOTOPhIM B KaKOK-TO MOMEHT faKke MOOHSII Med U
MOJIOfIEIIKY UM B3MaxHYJI, CJIOBHO 0ff00pssl JaHHOe IoJloxkeHue fes. OgHAKo XKe, KOTa CXBaTKU
CTa/Iu 3aTATUBATLCI, UMEHHO YepHBIY BCaOHUK CTall TeM, KTO IIOJI0XKUJI KOHeL 3ToMy "Becenbro”. [1o
3eMJie TOKATUJIOCh [Be T'0JIOBHI, HAUUCTO OTPE3aHHEE OTPOMHBIM OBYPYYHBIM KJIMHKOM, KOTOPHIM OH
B3MaxHYJI, CJIOBHO TPOCTUHKOM. A 00e3rnaBieHHbIe Tejla PYyXHYJIU Ha 3eMJII0, OPOCUB €€ KPOBBIO.

- ZKepTBa IIpuHECEHa, - XMBIKHYJI PHILApPk. - A Teneps, CayllaluTe MeHsI BHUMAaTEIbHO, JII0Au. f aato
BaM 4ac. OmuH Yac 4yToOBl YUTU C MOUX 3eMellb. M Tpu OHS, YTOOBI JOCTAaBUTL MOE IIOC/IaHKE TOMY,
KTO PYKOBOOUT BaMHu. [lepefaiiTe eMy Takue cioBa: "YepHbIM BCagHUK IPUAET 3a TOOOM, ToTOBLCS!".
A Temeps - IPOYB C a3 Moux!

Pa36oiHHKaM He IIPUIIIOCH IIOBTOPSTH ABAXKIbl, OMHAKO, MHOTHE U3 HUX, HaXKe YCIIbIIAB TO, YTO UM
IIPUKa3aHo HeMeIeHHO YyOupaThCs BOH, HE MOTJIM OBUTATHCS, TaK KaK UX HE HECJIM HOTH.
[Tpe3puTenbHO CKPUBUB I'yORI ITOJ IIIJIEMOM, PHIIIaph ITOBEPHYI KOHS U CKPBIJICS B HOUM, HAINIOCIENOK,
TIOBTOPHB CBOE IIPeAyIpexkIeHue.
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