[ToTpeboBasioch MHOT'O BpeMeHH, 4To0k HaKoHel nobpaTthkcst 0o KpacHoro 3amMka, 0co0eHHO Korga
Apbs 4acTo 3afiepKuBaja rpymnmny, 4ToOkl yKa3aTh 0TIy Ha Ky3Hella C MeYaMU, UHKPYCTUPOBAHHBIMU
[paroleHHEIMU KaMHSIMU, WU Ha IPUJIaBOK, B KOTOPOM IIPOaBaiiCh XKUBOTHEIE, BEIpE3aHHbIE Ha
KYCKHU ChHIpa.

Ee mes 6Goena OT TOTO, UTO €€ XJIeCTallu Ty[a-Clofa, OHa MKJIa CPedy TOJIIEL JIIOeN U 30aHui U3
IeCYaHWKa, KaK YMUPAIOIIUY YeT0BEK, YTONSIoNMi XkKaxay. OHa cMOTpesia Ha moryuIna 60raTo
OIETHIX MyXKYHH, 3aTAIlleHHBIX B KOMHATHI ITOJTyONETHIMHU XKEHIUHAMHY, U KOTIa ONUH MTOKHUIION
MYXKYKMHA C BHIIABIIMMY 3y6aMu TOOMUTHYJI €M, CJIerKa moMaxaB PyKo#, oTell 6bICTPO OCTAHOBHUII €€,
yTOOBLI OHA He TIOMaXaJia B OTBET, ¥ TBEPIO CKa3aJjl ei: HUKOIma HUKOMY He HOBepsiTh B cTonuie. OHa
YyTh He PaccMesiyiaCh Hajl eT0 CEPbe3HOCThIO.

Koponesckas 'aBaHb HallOMHUIIA €U JIOCKYTHOE ofesisio, KoTopoe Ctapas HaH ciinna e, KOrga oHa
Oblla MaJIeHbKOM. ITO OBIJIO IOBOJILHO OTBPATUTEIIHO, 6ECIIOPSIAOK M3 COTEH PA3/IMYHBIX KBAIPATOB
C TBHICSTYEU Pa3/IMYHBIX Y30POB, OIIaCHO CIIMTHIX BMecTe. CaHCa CMOpIIUIa HOC, HO Apbe 9TO OYEHb
HpaBuock. OH Bce ellle Ba/lsJICS HaMl ee KPoBaThio B BunTepdene, o0TpenaHHbIl 10 KpasiM U
MIPONMUTAHHBIM 3allaxoM [0Ma.

Fopon OBLIT TAKUM K€ XaOTHYHBIM, MHa3MaMH JIMYHOCTEN U KYJIBTYD, TOHKO CHIMTEIX BOEJUHO HUTAMHU
OGHIGCTBH. B HeM 0On1110 omnpeneieHHoe O4apoBaHue, BUOUMOE TOJIBKO TOMY, KTO IIPOIIBETAII B
6ecr10p5{11Ke. OH He OBII KPaCUBLEIM HUJINA 0c0OEHHO YUCTHIM, HO TeM He MeHee Apbﬂ HaIllJla €T0
049apOBATEJIbHBIM.

CmycTs 11eNyI0 BEeYHOCTb OHU, HAaKOHEIl, CTOSIIU TTepefl OTKPHIBAIOIIIMMHUCS BOPOTaMH, U Apbsi CKphLIa
B3[I0X 3a KalljieM, B3rJIsIHYB Ha KpaCHEBI 3aMOK BO BCEU €ro IMOJTHOTE.

OH OBUT KpaCHBIM, KaK KPOBb, ¥ € IIPUILJIOCH BEITSHYTh T'OJIOBY, YTOOH YBUOETh CAMbIil €70 KOHYUK.
IBOp, B KOTOPOM OHU CIEIIMJIAChH, OBLI YChINIaH IIBETAMHU, U TOJIBKO B 3TOM MaJIeHbKOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE
OHa HacuyuTasa JBeHaAIaTh PA3/IMYHBIX BUOOB. 3@ KyCTaMU CTOSIIU 30JI0THIE aPKU, OTKPHIBAIOLINECS
B IIIMPOKKE KOPUIOPHI, KOTOPhIE TSHYJIKCH 110 KpasiM [iBopa, Oesbii MpaMop pacCTUIaCs 110 MOy,
KakK HexHble o6aka. Ecnu OBl 0Ha TOCMOTPea BBEPX, TO yBUAENA OBl PSAMOL U PSIOBL PEIIeTYaTHX
OKOH, 3aMHICJIOBaTHE Y30pHl U OeTall, IPeBOCXOAdIINe Bce B BunTepdenre.

Ee Gnyxkpatoinuii B3y ObUT IpepBaH NpubaukeHneM KeHITUHB C OPOH30BLIM TIOI[EJTyEM B 30JI0THIX
IIeJIKax, KOTOpble Mepliajid, Kak Bofa, IPU KaXaoM ee miare. Y Hee ObIJIM TEMHEBIE BOJIOCHI,
coOpaHHBIE Ha MaKyLIKe U oOpaMieHHbIe TOHKOM KOPOHOM, YKpaIlleHHON CBePKAIIIUMK PyOUHAMH.
[To3amu Hee HeOOMbIIAS TOMIA CIIYT MMOKOPHO IIIjIa BIIEPE], TOPOISICh K CBOMM TeJlekKaM ¢ 6araxxom
¥ IpUCMaTPHUBas 3a JIOIIagbMHU.

Kix oTel] IIaTrHy s BIepeq U MPeKJIOHU KOJIEHO, ¥ OHa II0CJIefioBajia ero MpuMepy ¢ riy0oKuM
peBepaHCcOM. Aphsi TIOAHSIA TOJIOBY U YBU[IeNla XKeHIIKWHY, CTOSIIYIO ITepefi HUMU, Ha ee HeXKHOM
JIUIIE PACIUIBIIACE SpKast YIsOKa.

«Mot moppa CTapk, moxasnyicra, BCTaHbTe. MBI ITONbIIEHB! BAlllUM BU3UTOM», — 00BsIBUJIa OHA
IJapCTBEHHBIM TOHOM. [I0JI2KHO OBITH, 3TO IPHUHIlECCa PeliHuC, BCIOMHMUIA OHA U3 YPOKOB. Apbi
ImofiyMasia, YTO OHa, BO3MOXKHO, OJTHA M3 CaMbIX KPAaCHUBLIX JTIOIEX, KOTOPHIX OHA KOrma-mubo BUOela B
CBOEM KWM3HY, ¥ BHE3AIIHO IIOYYBCTBOBAJIA CMYIIIEHNEe M3-3a CBOUX I'PSI3HBIX OpHUIXKen 1
B3JI0XMa4€eHHBIX BOJIOC. [IOOHSABIINCH C peBepaHca, OHa He3aMeTHO IIPOBeJia PYKOM II0 CBOUM
JIOKOHAM, YTOOHI IIPUTJTIAAAUTH UX. DTO MaJio IIOMOTJIO, IO3TOMY OHa OBICTPO CHAJach.

He moxozxke, 4ToOBI MPUHIIECCA BCE PABHO 3arOBOPHJIA C HEH II0C/Ie 9TOT0, TAK KAaKOW CMBICIT
BIIEYATIISATH ee?



«Baitire BeicouecTBO, BCSL 4eCTh MPUHAIEKUT HaM», — ITIOKOPHO 0TBeTuUn Iamapa Ctapk. OH cierka
YNBIOHYJICS M, ITpexk/e YeM IMOBEePHYThCS K CBOUM HeTSIM. «I103BOIbTE MPEACTAaBUThL MOET0
MJIaflIero chkiHa PukoHa u Miaamyo go4b Apeio». OH OTCTYNUII Ha3al, faBas UM BO3MOXKHOCTh
IIPOUTH BIIEPE].

[Ipu npencraBneHun PUKOH 1 Apbs ellle pa3 IOKJIOHUJIUCH U IIPUCETIA B peBepaHce, U OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBasa, Kak ee IIeKH 3aropesiiuch, KOrAa OHa YBHU[eNa, YTO ee Callord HaCKBO3b IIPOIIUTaHE
I'PsI3bI0, B OTIMYHME OT U3SAIIHBIX CAHaINM KOPOJIEBCKOM KEHIIMHE, 00MOTaHHBIX BOKPYT ee Hor. 1o
KUBKY IPUHLIECCH PeliHNC OHU CHOBa BCTaJU, U Apbsi, HECOMHEHHO, HE3aMEeTHO BCTasla [103aau
PukoHa, 4yT0OHI ee Tydu He ObLIM BUIHHL.

rpOXOT ux Bemeﬂ ryoeil B BO3AyXe BOKPYT HHUX, KOTr'Jad IIPDHUHIIECCa Peiinnc TII0O0IJia K BEICOKOMY
XyOoIIaBOMY MY2KYHWHE C YEPHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU U U3MOXKIOEHHBIM JIMITOM.

«IIpoIIry MpoIeHus 3a JIETKUM IprueM, MUJIOPA. Bel OIMH M3 HAIIMX CaMBIX BEITAIOIMIUXCS TOCTEH U
3aciyxuBaeTe 0oJiee MBIIIHOTO MPUeMa», — CKa3aja 30JI0Tast KeHIIIMHA C JOCTaTOYHBIM
COXKaJleHuEeM B I'JTa3ax, Apbs IOUTH COUYJIa ee JIeCTh UCKpeHHeN. «Boiock, Mou 6paThs yexaau BEPXOM,
a KOpPOJIb ¥ KOpOJieBa IIPUCYTCTBYIOT IIpU ABOPe. PaHOuU, — yKas3aja OHa APYroMy MyXK4uHe, —
IIPOBOOMT BacC B Balll KOMHATH. CerofHs BeuepoM OyfeT Mup, MUJIOPH, YTOOH TPUBETCTBOBATh
IJoMOB, KOTOpbIE YOOCTOUJIA HAaC CBOUM IIPUCYTCTBUEM. BEI HaliieTe 3CKOPT, TOTOBHIM [AJI Bac B TO
BpeMs». OHa oflapuia UX ellle OOHOM TeIIoH YIbIOKOM, U Apbe CTallo UHTEPECHO, TPEHUPYETCS U
OHa Iepe[ 3epKaJoM Kaxaoe yTpo.

E1re ogHO MOYTUTENIbHOE MPOIaHue MM033Ke, KOTrma OHa 00HAPYXKHUJIA, YTO TALTUTCS 3a PoHOMIOM
yepe3 pa3BOJHON MOCT CO CTeHAMM TOJIIIIMHON B IBEHAMAIIATh Y€JIOBEK U BHICOTOM ¢ PaspyIieHHY0
BamHio. [[Boe MyK4YKH B OJT€CTSIIMX JOCIexXax U OeJlbIX ITalllax, OCJIeIISIONNX, KaK COIHIIe,
IPUBSI3AHHEBIX K MX IJIeYaM, CTOSITIH 110 00e CTOPOHEI, IS BIIepen, Korga Apbs cMOTpesa Ha HUX.

OHa pe3Ko ymapuia PUKOHa TOKTeM B TPy[b, UTHOPUPYS €ro pa3gpaxkeHHOoe BOpYaHue. —
KoponeBckasi rBaparsi, — B3BOJIHOBAHHO IIPOIIENTaia OHa eMy Ha yxo0. [0 Hee TOXOOUTIH CITyXH, YTO
rme OBl BBl HM HAXOMUJIUCh B 3aMKe, GerTblil myall Bcerga OymeT 3a yrioM. Apbs He Obllla YBEPEHA,
OBLJIO JTH 3TO MPABMOM, HO OHA XOTeJIa BHISICHUTH 9TO IO TOT0, KaK MOoKKHHEeT KoponeBckyio ['aBaHb.

— 9TO0 KOPOJIEBCKUE TIOKOH, — C YOUBJIEHUEM CKa3ai Heq, Korfga OHU IIPOIIIN ITOJ OTPOMHOM
30JI0TOM apKOW B IPYToii OOIBIION ABOP.

Paugun KOPOTKO IIOKJIOHHUIJICA, IIPEXKe YeM OTBETUTH. «Benukue JToma OBIIIH TIIpUTIalll€Hbl
Pa3genunTs IIOKOH C Ero CBeTIOCTBIO M €TI0 CEMBbEH B 3HAK YBaXKeHUs U 4eCTHU, MUTIOPO>.

ITO ¥ oCTaJIbHAS YacTh 3aMKa IMPAKTHYE€CKHN 3dXBa4Y€HEI IPYTUMH, d)prKHYB, ImogyMaliia OHAa.

Apbe OBITIO BCe PaBHO, OCTAHYTCS JIX OHU B KOMHATeE, YKpallleHHO! IparoleHHEIMI MeTasljlaMy, UK B
CKPOMHOU TaBepHe, XOTA IociefHee ObsI0 OBl HaMHOTO IpoIre. MHe He HyKHO OblJI0 ObI BCe BpeMs
BBITJIAIETh TAK IPUINYHO, Pa3MBIIUISATIA OHA.

HMx amapTaMeHTH JeWCTBUTENIbHO ObIIM YKPAIIeHE! 30JI0TOM ¥ PYOMHAMHU, MEPHIAIOIIUMY B JTy4ax
COJIHEYHOTO CBETa, IPOHUKAIOIIET0 CKBO3b BEICOKKE OKHA. E¥f paspemuiu UMeTh OTOeTbHYIO
KOMHATY, KOTOPYIO HOJIZKHHBI ObLIM [IeTUTh PUKOH U ee oTel]. KpoBaTh GbljIa IOCTATOYHO IIMPOKA,
yTOOR BMECTHUTD €€ IeCSTh YeJI0BEK, ¥ OHA HeXKHO ITPOBeJIa IMajbIlaMy 110 TOKPHIBAITY U ITOPA3UIIach
€ro MSITKOCTH. M3roioBbe 1 pama ObITM YKPAIIeHH Pe3HBIMU M300pakKeHUSIMH IPAKOHbUX I'0JIOB U
PYH, KOTOPBIX OHa He MMOHMMAJa, TEMHBIX, TPOCIaBJIEHHHIX U ropa3fo 00jiee POCKOIIHEIX, YEM OHA
Korma-nubo BUOerna.



KomHaTa Gbinia 6osbine, ueM ee coOCTBeHHAsI B BuHTepdesie, v ee T71a3a CMOTPENH Ha CIIEHH,
HAapUCOBaHHBEIE Ha OebIX CTeHax. Mo3anKa U3 I[BETOB M OTHEMHIIIAIINX JIeMOHOB 3aXTIJIa ee KOMHATY
MHOKECTBOM ILIBETOB, TaK CHUIBHO OTIMYABIINXCS OT CIIOKOMHBIX CEPHIX CTeH ee moMa. OHa He Obla
yBepeHa, HaCKOJIbKO XOpOIIo OHa Oy[eT craTh, KOTOa OTPOMHBIM KpacHBEIM IPaKOH CMOTPHUT Ha Hee
JKeJTHIMU TJIa3aMH.

B Kako#-TO MOMEHT OHa 3a0€eCIoKOuIach CO CBOUM KaJieM0CKOIIOM KOMIIaHbOHOB ¥ pacIaxHyJsia
nBepb. benbit KOpUOOp 9XOM OT3HIBAJICS 3BEHAIIMMU 3BYKaMU KaXk[OoTo ee Iara, CJIOBHO KOJIOKOJIa B
CcemnTe, KOorma oHa Opesa K KOMHaTe CBoel ceMbu. OHA 3afjaBajach BOITPOCOM, KaK HAleKO OH YIIETHUT
u OymeT ¥ KOPOJIb CIIBIIIATh €€ KazKIbIM pa3, KOrma OHa IOKHUIAeT CBOIO CIAJIbHIO.

OCTOpOKHO OCTy4Yasa B IBEph, OHa Ipouunesna: «PUKoH!»
OTBeTa He OHINIO.
O=Ha 3aK0JI0THJIa HEMHOTO CUJIbHEE U 3aKpuyasa 4yTh rpoMue: «Pukon! OTKpou ABeps, 3TO A!»

Honruii Mur ciycTs MosiBUJICA ee OpaT C 3aTyMaHEeHHEIMU T'Jla3aMy, B B3bePOILIEHHON TYHUKE U C
HEIOC/TyIIHEIMY BOJIOCAMH.

— Yero T X04ellb, Apbsi? OH COHHO 3€BHYII.

OHa OKHHYJa ero BUM OCTPBIM B3TIsgmoM. «Hy, s mymar, 94To MBI MOTJIH OBl MCCTIEIOBATh 3aMOK
BMECTe, HO y Te0s SBHO eCTh O0Jiee HHTEePECHHIe TIaHk». Ee Hora HeTepIeauBo MOCTYKUBAIa 110
TI0JTy, €€ TeJIO TYMeJNIo OT SHEPTUH, KOTopas HyKOanach B BEICBOOOXKmeHUM. OHU OBIITH B CTOJIHUIIE,
nome npakoHoB! [To3xke OyHmeT MOCTaTOYHO BPEMEHHU, YTOOH IIOBAJISITHCS B TOCTETH.

PHKOH 3aCTOHAJI ¥ IIPOTeP TJla3a, BHTISAOST HEBEPOSITHO MOJIONLIM B TYCKIIOM CBETE CBOEH
3aTeMHEeHHOH KOMHATHL. « MBI MOXKEM CHeaTh 9T0 mo3xke? 1 ycran». OH IOmaBHUII ellle ONKUH 3€BOK, U
BOJIHA JKAJIOCTH 3aXJIECTHYIIA ee.

Ona MSTKO yNbIOHYIACh U MOTSHYIACh, YTOOBI B3HEPOIIUTE €T0 KaIlITAHOBEIE BOJIOCH. PUKOH MOXKET
ObITH PeOEHKOM B CEMbe, HO OH BO3BHIIIIAJICS HAJl HeH y2Ke B CBOU HECSTh JIET, TOYTH He 3aMe[IsisicCh.
«Koneuno. gy otabixad, GpaTHInKa».

Korpma mBephb THXO 3aXJIOMHYJIACh, OHa Pa3BEPHYIacCh Ha KaOJyKax ¥ MPAaKTUYECKU BIPHUIPHIKKY
nobexarsa 110 KOpUaopy.

B KakoM-TO cMEICIIe 9TO OBIIIO ITOX0XkKe Ha coH. OHa u3beraya CaMbIX 0XKUBJIEHHBEIX KOPHUOOPOB,
IIPEeAIoYnTas IPOTYIUBATLCSA 110 MYCTHIM IIepexXoaaM, 3aJIUTHIM 30JI0THIMU OTTEHKaMHU, C IIJlaMeHeM
dboHapei, TaHIYIOUMX BOOJb CTeH. C KaXObIM ITaroM 671eqHO-KpacHBEIM KaMeHb BCe MEHBIIE MTOXOIUIT
Ha KPOBb U BCe OOJIbINE ITOXOMMI Ha IIBET 3aKaTa, MpaMop IOl HeX MSITKO MepIiajl, Kak 3Be3[ul. Ee
pPyKa CKOJIb3UJjia I10 CTeHaM, [103BOJIAS IIePOX0BAaTOCTU KaMHS KacaTbCd KOHUMKOB MaJIblIeB, KOTTa
OHM OIIyIIbIBaIX OOPO3Ibl ¥ TPEIIMHEI Ha KOXKe 3aMKa. BhIJIO JIerKo BIacTh B TPAHC, 3[I€Ch, CPENH
KapTUH OPaKOHOB U THUIIWHBLI, MUP BCETO JIUIIh 3a YIJI0M, HO KAKUM-TO 00pPa30M Ha PACCTOSTHUU
LIeJION XU3HU.

HeMHOro HaCKy4uB OCMOTPOM HOCTOIIPHMedaTeTbHOCTeH, Apbsl HAKOHEIl Hayasla BO3BpPAIlaThCS B
CBOI0 KOMHATy. To ecThb 10 TeX IOp, II0Ka OHa He yBUjea O0/IbIIYIO0 IePeBIHHYI0 OBEPb, ClIeTKa
IIPUOTKPHITYIO B KOHIIE KOPUIOPa.

Tam, rfe y ocTanbHOM YacCTH OBOpPILIa ObIIM 3aMBICTIOBATHIE JKeJle3Hble IBEPH, OHA BIIEPBHIE BUTIETIA,
YTOOBI OHY BBITJIAMIEIM TAaKUMHU M3HOIIEHHBIMU, U OHA HE MOTJIa He OTKPHITh UX U He 3ariigHyTh



BHYTpE.

Ee Tepnenuso XKpana KpyTasd KaMeHHas JI€CTHHULA, Befyllas B TyCKJIO OCBEIeHHBIN [TOABAI C
HEPOBHBIMU KaMEHHBIMU CTeHaMH 110 06euM cTopoHaM. Eciu oHa HEMHOTO HarHyJjachk, e
II0Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHa MOTIJIa YBUAETh CETh TYHHEEU I'Te-TO BOOJIb JalbHEel CTeHbl, HEKOTOpPHIE U3
KOTOPHIX OBUTH IOTPYKEHHI B KPOMEIITHYIO ThMY.

Bo3MoxHO, ToHHENHU ¢ BhixogoMm? K moTaliHOM ABEpU C CEKPETHOM KOMHATOM?

Ha MrHOBeHUe OHa 3aKycuja rydy u momymaina o6 otie. CKOpo HaYHETCSI MU, U OTBETCTBEHHAS
laMa TYT 2Ke 3aXJIOMHEeT OBEPh ¥ TOTYAC XKe VHIeT, OTOPOCKUB BCe TIIYIbie MEICIH O IPUKITIOUEHHUSIX.

K cuacTrio, AprO CTapK PenKo Ha3bIBalIn «OTBETCTBEHHOMU jegu».

Ha ee ry6ax urpaia 030pHasi yXMBIIKa, 4, IPeXK/e 9YeM OHa yCIesa mogyMaTh 06 3ToM, Aphs yxKe
CIIyCKaJlach IO JIECTHHIIE, OCTaBUB 3a CO00U IBEPh HACTEXKE.

OH OBIJT BHILIIE, YEM OHA IPeAIosaraila H3HavyaabHO, C IIOTOJIKOM IIOYTH B IBa pa3a 00JIblle, 4eM B ee
CIajibHe, HO BIBOE MEHbIIle IMUPHUHBI KOPUIopoB. OH u3rubdacs 1mo KpasM, CKIOHSSICh Hajl Hel, Kak
37I0Belllee IePeBo, IPo3s OOPYIIUTHCS B J1I000# MOMeHT. Ha mosy Oblin Ty2KU BOMBI, OTPaXKeHUue
dboHapel IpOXKaI0 HA TOBEPXHOCTH, KaK y omepxkuMoro. Ee pyka mOTSHYIach, YTOOR KOCHYThCS
CTEHBHI, U TYT e OTAEePHYIach, KOTHa YTO-TO CIIM3UCTOE IMOKPHIIO €€ Malblibl, CIOBHO MOKPAs YelIys.

OHa nouTH IMOOyMbIBajia BEPHYThCS, KOTHa TPOMKOE IITUIIeHNE BO3JIe laJlbHEN CTEHHI ITPUBIIEKIIO ee
BHUMaHUe. M3maneka e moka3anoch, YTO OHA MOTJIa BUOETh iBe CHephl MEPLAIOIINX 3eIeHBIX
O7TMKOB, TTAAIOINKX Ha Hee U3 KiTy0Ka YepHOTro MexXa, HalloJIOBUHY 00TI0HaHHbIe YIIU, TOPYAIie oL
CTPAHHBIMH yTJIaMH.

— Hy, pa3Be TH He XOpOILEHbKAsI, — MIPOBOPKOBAsia Aphsi KOTY, CJIeTKa HAKIOHSISCh U MPOTATUBAS
PYKy. «Thl He moIKeH OBITh 37€Ch, 3alI€PTHIM BOT Tak!» OHa MeIJIeHHO OO K XKUBOTHOMY,
IIenya yCIOKauBaIIue CJI0BA ero HAPsIXKEHHOMY COCTOSTHUIO. — MK crofia, MaJIbIIl, ST BO3bMY Tebst
¢ coboi!

Komka HeMUTramIyMy I'1a3aMyi CMOTpPesia, KaK OHa IMOgKpagbiBaeTcs OIuKe, ee IeTHHA B3IEIOnIach
1 3agpoxkarsa. Korma oHa Oblsia B I1are, OH BAPYT C BOEM PBAHYJICS K OOHOMY U3 MHOTOYHUCIIEHHBIX
TYHHEJIEW, BHICTPOUBIINXCS BOOJIb CTEHHI.

Bompeku 3gpaBoMy CMEBICTY, Apbs TTOCIefioBajla 3a HUM, He XKeJlasi OCTaBIIsATh ero no3aau. OHa Moria
IIpUHafJIeXkaTh KOMY-TO BO JBOpPIie, KTO MOT ITIOAyMaTh, YTO OHa MEPTBa, a He 6e3HafeKHO 3aTepsHa
oy 3emiieli! OTa MBICIIb Ccefiaia ee TpycTHOU. Ecnu Ovl y Hee OblI COOCTBEHHBIN TATOMEL, OHa OB
X0Tesa, 4YToOs KTO-HUOYyab TpoOpasics 1 3a Hero yepe3 Mep3Kyio BOmy.

"¢ me mpuunHio TeOe Bpefa!" — KpUKHYJa OHa KPOIIeYHOMY YePHOMY ISTHHIIIKY, KOra mobexarna
3a HuUM. "Bepuucs!" OHa orubasa yroma 3a yrjiom, o4ty He oOpallasi BHUMaHUS Ha TO, Kyfa IIa,
KpOMe KaK Ha TO, 4TOObI MoMMaTh YepHOTo yOII0Ka.

B Kakoii-To MOMEHT ee TPyIb Hayajla CXKUMaTh, ¥ OHA OblIa BEIHYKE€Ha OCTAHOBUTLCS. 3adbIXasCh,
OHa yIepiach PyKaMH B KOJIEHH, C YKOJIOM COXKaJIeHHsI OTMETHUB, YTO KOTA aBHO HET. BO3MOXKHO,
BMECTO 3TOT0 eH CliefyeT pa30CcaaTh U3BECTHE 0 OBOPIY, YTOOLI KOPOJIb ITOCIIA JIIOfel Ha ero
TIOMCKY. BeHsKKa UCITyraaach 0 CMEPTH.

OHa nocMmoTpesia BHU3 U B3[oxHYya. Kpas ee 60THHOK OBITA TOJICTHIMU OT TPSI3H, U OHA
IIOMOPIIUIIacCh, YBUEB I'PSI3HbIE IIATHA OT BOALI Ha ee OpuAXKax [ BepX0oBoi e3nl. Ee Boock ObIIu



BBIOIIIMMHUCS OT ITOTA ¥ BJIATH ¥ MPWIKILIK K TpoMoKIieMy y10y. EfBa i oHa Oblyla B COCTOSIHUU
TIPOUTH JONTHM MTyTh 00PATHO B CBOM IIOKOW M MOJTYa MOJIMJIACh, YTOOB CHOBA HE CTOJIKHYThCS C
npuHneccoi. OHa He X0Tella, 4TOOBI OHa IyMaa, YTO OHa TPSI3HOEe CO3[aHue, [Ia ellle U
3abpoIeHHoe.

Tuxo BBIJOXHYB, OHA pa3BepHYJach Ha KabnayKax, 4YToOk BEPHYTHCS K OBEPH IMTOMBAIA.

- KOT7la BHE3aIlHbIN IIOPEIB CUJIBHOT'O BETPA C KOHIIA TYHHEJIA YOAPUII €€, 1 OHa Onblna BBEIHY2KIIE€HA
3aKpPHITE I'JIa34a, YTOORI 3QIIATUTh UX OT JeTAmen neiu. OH JIN3HYII €€ BOJIOCHI 1 II0Ope3all IEeKH, a
KOrga OHa IMOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KaK OH CTUXAE€T, OHA CHOBA OTKPEINIA I''la3a U 3aMETHUJIa, YTO B €€ BUNEHUN
IIO4YTH HUYETro HEe N3MEHHNIIOCh, €€ MUD BCE €elle OBLI IIOTPYy2KEH BO ThMY.

MrHoBeHUe cIycTsi Apbs C y2KacoM 0CO3Hasla, 4YTo (poHapu 1oraciiu, ¥ OHa MOTepsiyiach B
COKPYIIMUTENIbHOM TEMHOTE, He 3Hasl, KaK BEPHYThCS.

O, "ert. O HeT, HET, HEeT , 9TOT'0 He MOXKeT OBITh!

Ymap cTpaxa IPOH3HUII €e Cephlle U MOIO0JI3 10 BeHaM JIeAsTHEIMY 3MesiMu. Ee Teno 61umock OT
HMCTEPUKH, ¥ OHa IOHsIA, YTO HUKTO 0OJIbIlle HE 3HAET, YTO OHA 3[eCh. YepHOTa IMpUXKalach K Hel,
OKYTHIBasl €€ KPOBOTOUAIIEH XBAaTKOM U TOTJIoIas ee menukoM. OHa CIIbIIIAa, KaK KPOBb TPUTUBAET
el K T'0JI0Be, 3BYK ee OTYASTHHBIX BOJIH YIAPSJICS O €e YIIIH, 3araylias HeBEHOCUMYIO TUIIUHY.

OHa HUKOTa He 4yBCTBOBasa ce0s 60ee OMUHOKOM.
000
I>k0H 1mo6pen B CBOI0O KOMHATY II0CJIe TIPOIaHUs C DUTOHOM.

Ha obpaTHOM myTH 13 KOHIOLIEH OHU CTapaauch nu30erarth MIYMHBIX KOPUAOPOB, HE 3Kejasi, YTOOL!
TOCTH OTIIa YBUMIEIM KOPOJIEBCKUX MTPUHIIEB B MPOMMTAHHKIX IIOTOM TYHHMKaX B IMOTHOM Oecrnopsimke. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB, HY2KHO ObIJIO IO AepKuUBaTh 00pas.

II>KOH HeHaBU[IeJ, CKOJIbKO JTIofielt OPOMUIIO 110 KOPOJIEBCKUM ITOKOSIM, JTFOOOTIRITHEIX JIOPHIOB U 1AM,
KOTOpBIE JTIOOUITH MSIUTHCS ¥ BTOPTAThCS, KaK OyATO €r0 CEMbSt ¥ UX HOM OBLITA UX ITPABOM
HaclaxaaThcs. OH CTUCHYIT 3yObl, BCHOMHMB, KaK OOHAXK/IHI OH 3aCTajl Aep3Kyi0 maMy, OPOOsIIyo 1Mo
IyCTOM ¥ HeOXpaHseMOU cranbHe DUT0HA, C TYT0 CMSITHIM B PYKe KYCKOM MEJIKOW OfieKIbl ero GparTa.

OHHM OTKPBEITO CMOTPEJIM Ha Hero, KOHeYHO, 0e3 0co60ro CThIa. I'opa3mo 6osbIlle, YeM y DUroHa UK
PeliHKCa, Kak OyATO OH OBIT 9K30THYECKUM XKUBOTHHIM [JIST X YOOBOJIBCTBUS, ¥ OHU OXKHUOAJIM, YTO OH
B TI000M MOMEHT HaraguT 30/10TOM. He roBopst y2ke 0 TOM, YTO KaK TOJIbKO OH OTBEPHETCS, HAUHeTCS
mernoT. Te HUKOrma He 0CTaHABIIMBAJIUCS.

OH npesupan ux BcexX.

[TorpyXeHHHIN B CBOM TEMHEIE PA3MEIIIIEHNSI, OH ITOYTH He 3aMEeTHJT CBOIO CTAPIIYIO0 CECTPY,
IIPUCJIOHEHHYIO K OBEPH, C BECEJIBIM JIUIIOM II0J] MAeabHO 3aBUTHIMU BOJIOCAMHU.

"Paccabnsromnas moe3gka?" — CIIpocuiia OHa C MCKOPKO#M I0Mopa B rj1a3aX. « Tl BEITJISOUIIL TaK,
OynTO XOYelh MPOTKHYTh KOTO-TO MEYOM>.

«$1 xoTen OBl MPOTKHYTh HECKOJIBKO YEJI0BEK MEUOM, — CAapKaCTUYECKU OTBETHII OH, 3aMeMJISIsSICh [0
IIOJTHOM OCTAHOBKH, — HO 51 00I0Ch, YTO IPUUYMHEHHE BPea rOCTSIM KOPOJISi He 0O00psIeTCs».



Cwmex PeliHuC 3a3BeHeN B BO3[yXe, CJIOBHO My3hIKaJIbHbEIE IEPE3BOHEL. «IJTO, KOHEYHO, OBbIJIO OB
HETIPUSITHO», — TOIIyTUJIa OHA. — XOTS He BCe OHU Ijoxue, [[2KOH.

OH ¢ripkHYyN. "a."
— Iaxe Ctapru?

Ero Teno 3aMeprio, KOTfia ero rja3a BIUIUCH B Hee. Jlerkas yiaeiOKa urpaja Ha nuile PeliHuc, korma
OHO CBETUJIOCH MATKUM [IOHUMAaHHUEM.

«OHn HpI/I6bIHI/I MEHBIIE YaCa Ha3a», — CKa3adJla OHa €ro HEIOABU2KHOMY TeJly, €ro A3bIK OTAXKEeIIeIl
" OH OTKa3hIBAJICA OTBEYATh. <<HOpJI Snnapn CTapK 1 [BOe ero merei. 4 ImoayMall, 4TO JaM BaM 3HATH
cenyac, Ha CHy‘{afI, €CJIX BBl 3aXOTHUTE BCTPETUTHCA C HUMU IIEpPen IIUPOM».

OHa TPOTSIHYyNa PYKY ¥ CXBaTHJIa €ro 3a IJIeYo s moaaepkku. Ecnu ee u 6ecriokousia BOHb U
Ipsi3Has IPsI3b C eT0 TYHWKH, OHA 9TOTO He MoKa3biBana. TeM He MeHee, OH Obl 61arofiapeH 3a ee
IPUKOCHOBEHMeE. BhITo Temto u 6e30macHo, KOTria OH YyBCTBOBaJ Ce0s IOTPYKEHHEIM B JIe].

— Cmacubo, — ¢ 6;1aromapHOCTHIO IIPOIIIEITAT OH, eT0 cepate OelleHo KOJIOTUIOCh B rpymu. — ... 5
OBICTPO MCKYTAIOCh U MPEICTABIIIOCE. [ 16 OHM OCTaHOBUJIUCH?

«3amagHoe KPHIJIO. [Tocnepnue noBe OBEPHU OAJIbHETO IIPAaBOT0 KOPHUOOPA, OCTAJIbHBIE — HUX JTIOOU».

Korma oH, HaKOHeII, OCTaJICsI OOWH B CBOeM KOMHaTe, [I2)KOH Hayall e CTBOBaTh. BHICTPO pa3eBIINCS,
OH mo0eka K CBoeMy IKady U SPOCTHO UCKAJT Haps[, IOoJapeHHbH eMy OTIIOM Ha
BOCeMHapaTunetTre. TaMm Oblsla UepHas TYHMKA M3 IIeJiKa, JOCTaBIeHHoro u3 [leHToCa, MaTepuarl
YYBCTBEHHO KOJIBIXAJICSI B CBETE CBEUM U CKOJIH3UJI CKBO3b IaJIblbl, KaK Bofla. Bpioku OBLIM Takue Xe
TEeMHBIE, C KPOBaBO-KpacHOM OTHEIKOW, MepIalolleli, Kak pyOUHBI. ITO OB OOUH U3 HEMHOTHX €T0
HapsI0B, Ha KOTOPOM He OBIJI0O CUMBOJIA; eMy OBIIIO0 HEYIOOHO BIIEPBBIE BCTPEYATHCS C CEMbEH CBOEH
MaTepH, TPOMKO 00bsIBUB cebst mpakoHOM. OH OCTOPOKHO PA3JI0KHUII €T0 Ha CBOEH KPOBATH, IIPeXe
yeM IIOBEPHYTHCS K OKUAAIOLIEH ero BaHHE.

[T03BONIMB TEIJION BOE OYHUCTUTE KOXKY U YCIIOKOUTE 60JIb, [[2KOH IIO3BOJIMII CBOMM MBICIISIM
Oy KIaTh.

Jlopr 9ppmapn Ctapk ObUT cTapiIuM 6paToM ero MaTepH, O YeJIOBEKE, 0 KOTOPOM OH CJIBIIIAJ TOJIBKO
cnyxu. Korpma o 6611 MosIoXe, [[3KOH IIpUCTaBajl KO BCEM ITOJ] COJIHIIEM, KTO, KaK OH JyMaJl, ©UMeJl
WHGOPMAIIKIO O eTO CEBEPHOM KPOBHU, U U3 CKYIHEIX OTBETOB, KOTOPHIE OH IIOTyYHJI, OH ITOHSJI, YTO
ero [gAs mooupsis rioy6okoe yBakeHue Ha FOre, HecMoTps Ha 00ps0y ¢ ceBepssHaMU. KOPOHY 0ojiee
rofila BO BpeMsi BOCCTaHHSI.

[>x0H He 100U gyMaTh 0 BokiHe. EMy He HpaBUJIOCh AyMaTh 000 BCeX MyK4YKHaxX, KOTOPhIe IIOrubiu
13-3a TOTO0, YTO €ro oTell 001 ero MaTh. EMy He HpaBUJIOCh IyMaTh O TOM, CKOJIBKO CMEPTU OH HeC
B CBOEM KpPOBHU, OT YOMNCTBA JEOYIIKU U ASAK, KOTOPHIX OH HUKOTTIa He 3HaJl, IO 3BEPCTB,
COBEpILIEHHHLIX 0€3YMHBIM KOPOJIEM.

Oco6eHHO €My Heé HPAaBHUJIOChk AYMATE O TOM, KdK CTapKI/I OOJI2KHEBI ITPE3UPATh €TI0, MaJIbYHKad, Ybe UM
HaBCerga CBSI3aHO C UX BeJIMYaUIINM TIOpazKeHueM.

Oppmapn Ctapk OoTepsiI Ha BoliHe OpaTa, CecTpy, OTIia u yydiiero gpyra. Torga [IxkoH nogyman 06
OuroHe u PelHUC, OBYX CaMBIX BaXKHBIX JIIOASAX B €0 XXU3HU.

«4 coliy Cc yMa, eClI¥ C HUMM YTO-HUOYOb CIIYYUTCS», — Pa3MBIIIISAI OH.



910 ApTtyp [leliH pacckasasn eMy 0 TOM, Kak Tuxuii Bonk mopHsm BoccTaHue Ha cTopoHe PobepTa
BaparteoHa, HO JTHIITL TPU3BAJ K 6€30ITacCHOMY BO3BpPAIIEHHI0 eT0 cecTphl. Ero 6part u oTter ObImu
JKeCTOKO Ka3HeHHBI, HO M0j1070# JIopa TpeGoBas CIIpaBed/IMBOCTH, a He MEeCTH. [[eCITUIEeTHEMY
I>KOHY 3TO He Ka3aJiock 60bII0N pa3uullel, Ho KoposeBckas rBapausi ckasaja eMy, YTO 3TO
COBEPILIEHHO APYTo¥ MUP.

OH 3amaBasicst BOIIPOCOM, UTO 3a YeJIOBEK [0JIXKeH ObITh iopa CTapk, 4YT0OB OBLITH 00peMEeHEHHBEIM
TaKOM IIOTepel, U BCe kKe HEeCTH TaKylo YeCTh Ha CBOMX IIJledax, YTO 3TO IIPOU3BEJIO BlieyaTiieHue Ha
TaKoTo0, KaK Benukui Med V1pa. [laxe Pelierap ybpasn pyKy oT Haka3aHusi CeBepa TaM, I'Tie ApyTue
OBLTH TTPefaHbl Medy, PELIUB BMECTO 9TOr0 MOTPeOoBaTh OOJIBIION IITPad U MTO3BOJIKUB JIOPOY
BunTepdesnia BepHYTHCS IOMO# C ero JOCTOMHCTBOM B OHOM PyKe ¥ OCTAaHKAMHU €T0 CEMbHU B
OPYTOH.

B ero rpynu BCIBIXHYJI OTOHEK TOpHoCTU. OH OeNIUJICSA KPOBBIO C TAKUM 4Y€eJIOBEKOM. JTa MEICTIb
CHeaja ero HeBepOsATHO CYACTIIUBLIM. BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb OH OBIJT OKPY2KEH ApaKOHaMU, er0 MU OBl
BEIOesieH orHeM u conHIleM. Ho oH OvI He mpocTo apakoHoM. OH Toxke OBUIT 10IyBOJIKOM. Ecnu
OiiroH u PeliHuC ¢ TOPAOCTHIO BOCIIPUHSAIY OUKYIO U 3Meenof00HYI0 IPUPOAY CBOEW MaTePUHCKON
CeMbH, TO y Hero OBLI IIaHC OTKPHITH CBOIO, OKYTaHHYI0 HOYBIO ¥ POXKAEHHYI0 3UMHUMU OyPSMHU.

9T0 OBII ero IIaHC HAKOHEI-TO Y3HATh CBOIO MdTh, KEHIINHY, O KOTOpOIZ OH IIOYTHU HUYETrO He 3Hall.

Spmapn Ctapk MOT Ipe3uparTh ero ceidac, HO [I2KOH ObLI IOJIOH PeIIMMOCTH IT0Ka3aTh eMY, UTO B
HeM XUBET BOJIK.

000

Hout erre HEKOTa He OBINa TAaK IPEKpacHa; JeTHee He6O0, pa3Ma3aHHOe IT0JI0CaM¥ TEMHO-
(buOIETOBOTO ¥ 3BE3THOM ITBIIH, TIEPEITIETAIOLUIMMUCS BMeCTe B IefieBpe Heba. OHM ropenu, KakK ero
cepale, B TPyOu, mMoKa [IXKOH mies K 3amagaomy Kpeiry. OH MeTbKOM BBITJISIOBIBAJT HAPYXKY, KOTAa
IIPOXOMUJ MUMO OKHA, Habupasich XpabpPOCTH Y TEMHOT'O CBAIIEHHOTO M300paxeHus. Houb Takoin
KPacOThl He MOTJIa BMECTUTh TaKUX Y2KACHBIX BECTEHN, U OH U30 BCEX CUJI IePKaJICA 3a 3Ty HAUBHYIO

BEPY.
OH TOmBITAJICS TPEICTABUTL CBOM IIEPBHIe CJI0Ba JIopAy CTapKy, Kak fesai 9TO yXKe COTHH pas.

«Jlopp CTapk», — rOBOPHUJI OH C TTyOOKKUM MOKJIOHOM. « ][] MeHst 60JIbIasi 4eCTh MO3HAKOMUTHCS C
BaMU».

Hert, HeT, npuHL knaHseTcd mopay? OH MOXKET MogyMaTh, YTO Bbl M3[eBaeTeCh Haf HUM.

«J1oOpsiit Beuep, nopn Ctapk. [IpUsITHO TO3HAKOMUTHCS C BAaMHU. 4 XKIaa 9TOTO BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb».
9T0 OBLII0 OBI CIUIIKOM OCTPO? { Hake He OTIPABWI MUCHMO. bory, MoYeMy 3TO TakK CIOKHO?

"Oans Hem!"

To4HO HeT.

HacTonpko mOrnoueHHbI CBOMMU MBICTISIMHU, [[2KOH 4yTh HE NMPOIMYCTUII YIIOMAHAHAE CBOETO HUMEHHU.
«Brl BUupenu npuHia [JxkoHa? OH COBCEM He IIOX0XK Ha Taprapuesa...»

«4 crplImnan, 4TO OH IIOX0XK Ha CBOKO MarTh, IIpaBOa. B HeM HeT HU Kalliu OPaKOHa...»



OH 0CTaHOBHJICSI, BC€ MEICIIH O osane CMBIJIO BOJIHAMUY T'HEBaQ, 6pr’II/IBI.T.II/IMI/I B €TI0 KPOBH. 'onoca OvLIH
COBCEM DPSAOOM, BEICOKHE, XUXUKAIOIIWE U IIPOIINTAHHLBIE AOOBUTHIMU CIIJIETHSAMMU.

— ...INJITIXY CTapKa, KOTOpad ero pom/ma? THI CITBINIAN, YTO OHA Ha caMoM [iejie Oblsia HepeoneTofI
BEIObMOI? BepOHTHO, HAJIOXKUJId 3dKJIMHAHKWE HAd KOPOJId, HadesAChb CTAaTh €Tr0 TM000BHULIEH. ..

— ...OHU IWKapH, 9TU ceBepsiHe. f CIIBIIIal, OHU MIPUHOCST OeTel B XKePTBY CBOUM INPEBECHBIM
poram...

- ...OHU TIOKJIOHSIIOTCS IepeBbsiM? Kakoe BapBapCTBO!

BoHEI TpeBPaTUINCh B OTHEHHEBIN IITOPM, ¥ OH CTHCHYII 3y0OBI, KOTHa packajneHHas gobema SpocTh
000xkrya ero Koxy. OHU TPUOGINKAIKCh, ¥ Y HETO BO3HUKJIIO MCKYIIIEHUE TPOIEMOHCTPUPOBATE,
KaKUM JPaKOHOM OH Ha caMoM fefie Obul. [I2KOH TepIiesl MHOXKEeCTBO THYCHBIX CJIOB O IIPUPOJie CBOETO
POXKIEHUsI, HO OCKOPOJIeHHE MEPTBOM XKEHIIWHH U ee 3eMJI — CBOEH 3€MJId — C TAaKWM ITOTHEHIINM
HEyBaXKEeHMEM 3aCTaBUII0 €T0 IIPUKYCUTD SI3BIK, TOKA BO PTY HE MOSIBUJICS MPUBKYC KPOBH.

Oco6eHHO TPOMKUH U PE3KU CMeX OJHOM M3 [IeBYIIEK IIpope3asl ero YepHYIo SPoCTh, KaK Me4u B
TEMHOTE, JJaB €My MOMEHT SICHOCTH.

OH OB CITUIITKOM 30J1, YTOOBI UMETh [eJI0 C TAKUMHU ITPE3PUTEILHEIMU JaMaMy, ¥ OH 3HaJl, YTO
CKaXKeT YTO-TO, O YEM I1032Ke TI0XKaJIeeT, He TOBOPS Y2Ke O TOM, YTO CITyXH O eT0 THEBE
PacCIpOCTPAHUTCS, ¥ EMY He HYXKEH ellle OfUH CJIyX, CBI3aHHBIN C €0 UMEHEM. .

Ho oHu cTaHOBUIUCH BCe Onuxke u OmuxKe, ¥ [IKOH TMXOPAAOYHO OTJISIBIBAJICS B ITOMCKAX MECTa, TIe
MOZKHO ObIJT0 OBl CIIPSATATHCS, YTOOBI OHU €T0 He YBUAENH, U OH OBLI BHIHYKIOEH 3ar0BOPUTH. [IBEpH
C7eBa OT Hero OB 3allepPTHl, a CIIpaBa...

Tam! Kak HU CTpaHHO, IBEepPh B OB OblyIa IMMPOKO OTKPHITA, XOTS OH ¥ HE MOAyMaJjl CIIPOCUTh
noyeMy. ['osoca ObITM Ha PACCTOSTHUY AbIXaHUS, TO3TOMY [[3KOH OBICTPO TPOCKOIB3HYT BHYTPD, TUXO
3aKpHIB 3a CO00M IBEPD.

OH BBIIOXHYJI, KOTHa YCABIIIa, KaK rpynia Ipolijia MUMO HeT0, XUXUKas 10 II0BOAY pa3Mepa Meda
cupa [Ixetime JlanHUCTepa. OH IOJaBUJI XKeJlaHUe 3aKaTUTh IJla3a, PYXHYB Ha CTYIIEHBKY.

Bymytomas 6ypst B 3HaUUTEIBHON CTEIIEHU paccesiyiach, HO [IXKOH chesan riny6oKui mpeprIBUCTHINA
BIIOX, 4YTOOHI COBIafiaTh C KaTAIMMUCS 0071aKaMH, a BOJIHbI TIPEBPATUIIACh B CIIOKOMHOE 3epKano. OH
II0AyMaJl 0 HOBOM IIpreMe, KOTOPOMY er0 paHbllle Hay4yuJl cup [I3ppu, 0 4yBCTBE MOIIHOU HOBOU
JIOLIAfY IION HUM, O 3allaxe CBEXXEU TpaBHl ¥ MOPCKUX TeYeHUAX. Bce u Bcs.

Korpga oH He 1MOYyBCTBOBaJI HUYET0, KpOMe MpoxjagHoro 6pr3a, U He YBU[EN Iepel CBOUM
MBICJIEHHEIM B30POM HUYEro, KpoMe CIIOKOMHOTO Ipyada, [2KoH HaKoHel] BcTajl. OH OBIJT B XOPOIIen
dbopme, 4TOOBI BCTPETUTLCS C 10paoM CTapKOM, U €CJIM OH ceidac MOTOPOIUTCS, TO MOKET 3aCTaTh
ero mepey MUPIIECTBOM...

9X0 BCIJIeCcKa, 3a KOTOPEIM IIOCJIEOOBAJIO IIPOKJIATHE, IIPDUBJIEKIIO €0 BHUMAHUE.

J3KOH 0CTOPOXKHO CIIYCTHJICS II0 JIECTHUIIE U 3arjsiHys B noxBaj. ®oHapu Mepuanyu HEBUHHO,
0e3MsATEeXKHO, ¥ HUKOTO He ObLI0 BUIHO.

"TIpuBeT?" — HEYBEPEHHO I103BaJI OH.

OTBeTa He IOCIenoBalo.



B03M0XkHO, 0H BOOOpa3ui 3T0. HaxMypHUBINKCE, OH IIOBEPHYJICS 06PATHO K JIECTHHUIIE -

Eme oguH oTOanmeHHbIA BCIIJIECK, HA 3TOT pa3 rpoMye, 3a KOTOPHIM ITOCIIeIoBaJo elle 6oee
B3PBLIBHOE MTPOKJISITHE.

IK0H cy3un rna3a. [JomKHO ObITh, 0YepeIHOM TIYIIbI JIOPH UK JIequ 3a0IyOuInch, ILTasCh HAUTH
COTHEYHYI0 OaTapelo KOPOJs UK SIIUK C BelllaMy JUroHa. Y Hero ObIJI0 UCKYIIIEHNE OCTAaBUTh X Ha
IIPOU3BOJI CyAbORI, HO 2KaJIOCTh OBJIafielia ero cepaueM. HeMHorue cymb0bl OBUTH XYyKe, YeM
0Ka3aThbCs B JIOBYIIKe 1ox KpaCHBIM 3aMKOM, ¥ KTO ObI 9TO HU OBIJI, OH OIIPenesIeHHO 3TOT0 He
3aciyXuBa.

OH He MOT OIIpenesuTh, Yei 3To OB TOI0C, HO 3HAJI, OTKYyMa OH UcXoouT. [Togoias K manbHeMY
KOHITy CTeHHI, [I?KOH CHOBa I03Ball.

"Anno? Tam KTO-HUOYIb eCTh?"

Ero royoc 9xXoM pa3HOCHIICS 110 KaMEeHHBIM CTeHaM, 3BeHs B 6e3mHe. OTBeTa He IOCIIeIoBaio. TUXo
B3[OXHYB, OH TOfoIIes 6/1MXKe K 3UAI0MUM ObipaM. TyHHenu ObIIM YTHeTAIolle YePHBIMHU, U OH
BBITSIHYI 1I€10, YTOOBI IIPUCIYIIATHCS K OONbIIEMY IIyMY.

OtcyTcTBUE CBeTa ero He Oecriokouso. TyHHeNu HepeaKo ObIBAal0T TAKUMU TEMHBIMU: CKBO3HSIKH
IIOCTOSTHHO IIPUXOAWIIN U YXOOWUIH, 3afyBas (PoHApU. DUTOH U OH IIOCTOSHHO UCCIEN0Baid CEKPEeTHEIE
IIPOXO[IEI, KOTHa OblIM MOJIoKe, PeliHKUC PegKo MPUCOeOUHSTAch K HUM M3-3a OTBPAIIeHUS K
OpOOsIXKHMUYECTBY B CTOYHALIX BomaxX. OOUH U3 TYHHEJIEeH [OJXKeH ObINT BEIUTU B KOHIIE BEICOKOTO X0mMa
OiiroHa, 3a BopoTamu ¥ KopoeBckoit rBapauei. ITo OB UX MTEPBBIM Pa3, KOTOA OHU YBUIENIH TOPOL
Kak crienyeT, u [I3K0oH ¢ 11000BbI0 BCIIOMUHAIT TOT feHb. [Jaxke HaKa3aHUe U MECSYHBIN 3alpeT
Koponessl nokugaTts TBepAbIHIO CTOUIN TOTO. KOHEYUHO, 3TO HE ITOMeIIao UM BEPHYThCSA CIOfa
feccueTHOe KOIMYECTBO pas.

Jlerkas yneiOKa TPOHYJa ero I'yObl TPy BOCIIOMUHAHUH, ITIOKA TPETUM BCIJIECK — yXKe Onuxke — He
TIOJIHSJI eT0 TooBy. Ha 3T0T pa3 npoknaTus He 6b110. KTo OBl 9TO HU OB, OH 3HaJI, YTO KTO-TO
cnymaeT. OH OTCIEAWI 3BYK 10 TPETLETO TYHHEJS ClieBa U, TIy00KO B3[OXHYB, Bomien. Eciu Ovl OH
He 00SIJICS CBOMX IIIaroB, BO3MOXKHO, €My yIasoch Ol He UCIIOPTUTL CBOM HapS.

MrHOBEHHO ThMa 3aK/II0UKIIAa €T0 B CBOM O0BATHS, JIaCKas KOXKY M IIemya eMy Ha yxo. OH
IIPOUTHOPUPOBAJI €T0 COKPYIIUTEIbHOE MIPUCYTCTBHE Ha CBOEH TPYIH, IPEeANoYnTas BMECTO 9TOTO
IIPOJBUTATHCS BIIEPE[, CHOBA X CHOBA KpHya B IIyCTOTY 6€3 0co60T0 OTBETA.

OH, KOHEYHO, 3HaJl JOPOTY Hau3yCTh, HO TO-IIPEKHEMY TBEPAO AepKajl PYKY Ha CTEHe TYHHEJS, ero
TIaJIbLIEI TIOTJIaKUBAJIM TPEIIUHE], KaK CTaphle Apy3bs. Korga oH BAPYT IMOYYBCTBOBAJ BO3MAYX IO
CBOUMM ITPUKOCHOBEHUEM, OH CBEPHYII 3a yroi. CeTh MPOXOM0B OYEeHb HAallOMUHAJA TaOUPUHT CO
CIy4aWHbIMU ITOBOPOTAMU ¥ U3ru0aMu, a MHOTHA ¥ TynukKamMu. OH TOPAUIICS TEM, UTO 3HAET UX BCEX,
HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO MPOILJIO yKe GOJIbIIe Tofa C TeX OpP, KaK OH MOCETUN uX. Y DUTroHa MPOCTO
6onblie He ObUIO BpeMeHH, U [IJ)KOHY He HpaBUJIaCh MBICIIb TYJISITh 3[eCh 0€3 HETO.

Bcneck mom ero HoraMu CTAHOBMIICS TPOMUYe, JIY2KK BOMB CTAHOBUITUCH I'Ty0Ke, ¥ OH CMOPIIUII CBOK
3BYK, KOT]a €T'0 HOTa IOJTHOCThIO TIOrPy3uiack B Boay. LllyM pasHOCHUIICS IO TYHHEJSIM, TOCTaTOYHO
TPOMKHUM, 4TOOH Pa30ynuTh MEPTBLIX. Kak TONMbKO [I3KOH OTKPHBIT POT, YTOOH! ellle pa3 OKJIUKHYTh
TAMHCTBEHHOT'0 HE3BAHOT'0 TOCTSI, OH YCJIBIIIA XJTI0TIaHbe MPSIMO Iepe co60M 1 pe3Kui B3noxX
IIPUMEPHO B IBYX MeTpax OT HETO.

OH MOpruyjn. — 3M, IpUBeT?



Hactynuna Tsxenas may3a, IpeXkie 4eM 3albIXaBIINICS KEeHCKUHM T0JI0C OTBETUI: «YTO BaM
HYXKHO?»

I:X0H GBI OILIIEJIOMJIEH €€ TIPUCYTCTBUEM U €€ BOIIPOCOM. «UTo MHe HYXKHO? { 31ech, 4TOOI TOMOYb
BaM. Bl 3a6mygunuce, Munegu?»

«Her, s mo61110 OPOIUTE II0 MOA3€MHLIM TYHHEJIIM B KPOMEIITHOH ThMe. DTO IeHCTBUTEIHHO
pa3BlieueHne», — CyX0 CKa3asl ToIoC. — A THI KaK OyMaelllb, TTTyIIbINA?

Harnocts! — Cnepnu 3a MaHEpPaMu. T pa3roBapuBaelllb C IPUHOEM, — OTPE3all Ixo0H.

— O, KaK yKaCHO C MO€eil CTOPOHbI, — ITPO6OPMOTaIa XKEHIIMHA C CApKa3MOM B rojoce. — 4 65
CIesal peBepaHc, Ballla CBETJIOCTh, HO, K MOEMY KpPalHeMY yKacy, BHI 3TOT'0 He YBUOUTE.

I>x0H 3aKaTui riasa. Y Hee ObUT S3BIK, V 9ToN. OOHAKO ee ToJI0C 3ByYajl HamPsXKEHHO, U €My CTaJlo
MHTEePEeCHO, KaK JO0JIr0 OHa 37ech mpomapgana. OH X0Tell BO3Pa3uTh, HO CCOPUTHCS 3[€Ch U ceryac
Ka3aJIoCh HelpaBUIbHEIM. KpoMe TOro, BpeMsi IIJI0, a eMY ellle IMPeCTOsII0 BCTPETUTLCS C TOPOOM
CTapKoM — eCJI¥ OT HEero elre He BOHSJIO JIePbMOM.

— Tebe He 00s13aTeNIbHO AeIaTh PeBEPAHC, — BMECTO 3TOTO IPEI0XKUI OH. — ¢ MOT'y ITOMOYb BaM
BBIOpPATHCS OTCIOfa, Munenu. [laiiTe MHe Ballly PYKY.

OH BRIKUAOIIE IOTAHYJICA, HO, KOTZIa OHA He IIOIIeBeJInIach, JeMOHCTPATUBHO IPOYUCTUII TOPIIO.
"TloxanyrcTa?" — HeTepIeIuBO IOAYEPKHYII OH.

— Ecnu THI 3mech, 4TOOBI TOMOYb, TO I'Tie TBOM GoHapuk? HeMHOTO cTpaHHO OPOOUTH B TEMHOTE, —
TPOMKO CKa3ajia OHa C OTTEHKOM IIOA03PEHUS.

IxoH QrIpKHYN. "4 Mor OB CKa3aTh TO XkKe caMoe o0 Tebe. I'me TBoM dakesn?"

— V MmeHsd ero HeT. Pa3Be 3T0 HE 0YEBUIHO? — IIOKPOBUTEILCTBEHHO 3asIBUIa OHA. Y HEro OBII0
OLIyIIeHUe, YTO ecyiu Obl OH YBU[IEI ee, OHa Ol yIiepiiack pyKaMu B Gefipa U CMOTpeJia Ha Hero.

OH nogaBun XKejnaHue 3aCTOHATD.

«$1 He myMaUt, 4To Ha#ay KOro-HuOYyOb HACTOIBKO TJIYIIOTO, YTOOR 326 TyIUTHCS B TYHHEISX, II09TOMY
s He TIpUHeC ¢ co60¥ GoHAPUK», — OTBETUII OH, TEPSS TepIeHue. — A Tereps, MUIenu, He Oymere mu
BBl TaK JII00E3HH B35ITh MEHS 3a PYKY, S He X04y IIPOBOAUTH 3[[eCh OCTATOK Beuepa. OH CHOBa

IIPOTSHY PYKY.

BmecTo Toro, 4TOOH ITOYYBCTBOBAThL €€ IIPUKOCHOBEHKE, OH YCIIbIIIan HeOO IO BCIIJIECK, KOTa OHa
chenasna MedJIeHHbIH mar Ha3az. Ee fbIxaHue, Ka3aloch, Y4aCTUIOCh, X 3aMellaTeIbCTBO OMPaydnIIo
€ro JIAIO.

"Mog nenu-"

«Motii oTell TOBOPUJI MHE HUKOTJa HUKOMY He IoBepsaTh B Koponesckou 'aBanu. Bhl oxkupaere, 4To 5
IIOBEPI0, YTO IPHUHII CJIy4aliHO OKa3aJiCs B MOA3€MHLIX TyHHEISAX, Hallle]l IeBYLIKY B TEMHOTE U
IpeI0XKUII el ITOMOIIh, He uMesi ipu cebe ¢dakena. Tak YTO S He MOTY BULIETh €ro JIUL0?» - PE3KO
MIPOLIEeNTal el TUXUW T'0JI0C, CTPaX U THEB IIPOHU3BIBAIM €€ ClioBa. — HaCKOIbKO i Ty, II0-TBOEMY?

OH crblman, Kak ee HOI'TH HapaliaJii CTEHBI TYHHEJIA, IIBITAsACh HaWTH XOTh ‘-ITO-HI/IGYJIB, YTOORI
3dlIIUTUTH cebs1. OHA OTOIIIa OT HETO ellle Ha HEeCKOJIbKO IIIaroB, ¥ OH He COMHEBAJICA, YTO CTOUT €My



cOenaTh Majeiiee IBUXEHME, KaK OHa YOeKUT, BO3MOXKHO, TIOTEPSIBILKCH elle 00JIbIe, YeM yiKe
OBLIa.

I2KOH CTUCHYJ 3yOHl ¥ pa3fgpaxkeHHO IIPOBeJ PyKou 1o nuily. YTo Xk, oHa He omubnach. OH
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOT ObITh KEM YTOLHO. BEIZI0 HEMHOTO TIOAO3PUTEIBHO, YTO CHIH KOPOJIA OKaXKeTCs
3[ech Ieper rpaHAM03HEIM IUPOM, HO Y HETO efiBa Jiu OBIII0 BpeMs (MU CUJIbI), YTOOH YOemUThb 3Ty
nlapaHOMUa/IbHYI0 XKEeHIIUHY B CBOMX BIIOJIHE peaslbHbIX HaMePEeHUIX.

— IMocnyma, — TpoBoOpYas OH XPHUILIBIM I'0JIOCOM, — eCJIH ObI ST X0TeN caenaTh Tebe 60IbHO, s ObI HEe
00BSIBHII O CBOEM IIpHe3[e, He TaK JIn?

Ero ocenumna Mbicib. — Ecny yX&K Ha TO IOIIJIO, TaK 9TO ThI TIOAO3PUTENIbHEIN, Pa3 Tl TaK U HE
OTBETHJI, KOTMla 1 Kpru4a paHbiie! OTKyga MHe 3HaTh, UTO THl He KaKOU-TO yOuiilla, ITHBIPSIOMINAN 110
[BOPITY? OeJaiu, TH y2KaceH B 9TOM, TakK YTO, MOXKET OBITh, THI IPOCTO 320y IUTICS ».

OH ycnibIan B3M0X BO3MYIIEHUS. «f myMaro, 4To g Obis1 OBl haHTacTU4YeCcKuM, 6ombinoe cracubo. U s
He yOuiina! Tsl mon3ydas Bo ThMe!»

«3JTO 3BYUYUT TaK, KakK CKa3aJj Obl y:KacHBIM youiitia. U 51 He KyTkuit! 1 o6uxkKarock Ha 3TO, MOS
rocroxar.

«Xopotto, s xoTen 06ungeTh. Thl cKa3as, YTo 5 Oy4y yKacHBIM yOuiIleil... ¥ He Ha3blBall MEHS JeOu».

— Xouets, s 0yay Ha3elBaTh Te0s KakK-HUOYIb WHa4Ye? — mMo0e3H0 ciupocunt [1xkoH. OH 3Hal, 4To
BeOeT ce0s MO-IeTCKH, ¥ YYBCTBOBAJ YIPHI3EHUST COBECTH 3a TO, YTO TaK €€ PA303JIUJI, YUUTHIBAS,
HACKOJIbKO TIOJO3PUTEILHO OHA OTHOCHIIACh K HeMy. OH, KOHEYHO, TOXKe HUYEro He MPOosiCHS. XOTs
OHa elle He MBITalack 0exKaTh UM APAThCS, TAaK YTO, BO3MOXKHO, OHA eIlle He OIpefeIuIach C ero
KOBapPHBIMU HaMepPeHUSIMH.

Ee Monm4aHue 3aTSHYJIOCh, YpEBATO OOIYMBIBAHUEM.

Eciu oHa He TIPUCIyIIaeTCs K pa3yMy, TO, BO3MOKHO, OH CMOXKEeT HUCII0Ih30BaTh €€ CTPax MPOTUB
Hee. «§] CIBIIa, 94To B 9TUX TYHHEJISX KUBYT KPBICH BEJIMYUHOM C CO0aKy, — HeOPEeKHO 3aMeTHI
OH, — K COXKaJIeHHWI0, Y HUX PA3BUJICS BKYC K 4€JI0BEYECKOMY MSICY, U OHU HOBOJIHO TOJIOIHBI».

— ThI mXels, — mpomuilaa OHa.

«Hert, yecTHOE €110BO, — yOEXKAEHHO OTBETUIT [[3KOH, — MBI IIOTEPSIIIA 3AECH IBYX KOHIOXOB U TPeX
TOPHUYHEIX. Hallmy TOTBKO IHUITYI0 HOTY. JTO OblsIa KpoBaBasi OaHs».

«f Tebe He BepIO. ['MraHTCKUX MIOTOSOHBIX KPBIC HE CYIIIECTBYET», — OTBETUJIA OHA. «4 He uguoT».
FOBopI/IT IMOTEePSAHHAsA OEBYIIKA, OTKA3bIBAACH OT IIOMOIIIHA.

OH COIPOTHUBIISJICS CKpeXeTaHH0 3y0aMu, BHE3AMTHO 0CO3HAB, YTO OPAroleHHbIe CeKYHMIE
YCKOJIh3al0T CKBO3b €T0 MaJIbIlhl, T0Ka HE CTAaJI0 CIUIIKOM TI03IHO, YTOOK BCTPETUTHCS C JIOPHOM
CTapkoM HaeguHe, ¥ eMy MPUOEeTCs COeNlaTh 9TO Ha Tla3ax y nyOIuKy Ha mupy. UMeHHO TO, 4ero OH
X0TeJl n30eXKaTh.

Vimest 9T0 B BUAy, €r0 TEPIEHNE JIONHYJO, X OH, HAKOHEI], BCKUHYJI PYKU ¥ BOCKJIMKHYII: «3Haelllb
yTto? Torma octaBaics 37eCh HaBcerga. S MpoCTo IHITANCS OBITH MUJIBIM, HO €CJIU TH He IOBEPsellb
MHE, TO He CTeCHSIHCSI». CaMOMY OIIPOBEPTHYTh CYIIeCTBOBaHME KaHAMN3ALUUOHHBIX KPEIC. [JOOPHIT
Beuep, Munenu. C 3TUMU CJI0BaMU OH IIOBEPHYJICA K Hell CIMHOM U HadaJsl IBUraThCs K BEIXOAY U3



TYHHES.

MrHoBeHNE UN OBa CITYCTs OHa PE3KO0 BTAHYJId BO3OYX, KOT'ld PEAJIbHOCTL €€ 3aTPYOTHUTEIIbHOT O
IIOJIOZKEHU A HaKOHEI] 06py1.TII/IJ'IaCB Ha Hee.

— IMomoxknau, — yCTBIIA OH ee KPUK mo3anu cebs. "TlomoxauTe, moxanyucra!"

YXMBINIFACH, OH Pe3K0 00epHYJICS, YTOOL OCTPOYMHO ITPOKOMMEHTHPOBATH €€ BHE3aIlHYI0 IIepeMeHy
B CepAlle, YTOOBI MOBEPUTHLCS IIPEANoiaraeMOMy IIOMOHKAM, KOTla MOYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK €ro 3alsiCThe
o0xBaTH/Ia TeIlas ¥ MATKAs MajeHbKas JaJoHb. DTO OBIIO HOCTATOYHO HEBUHHO, MOKa [[2KOH He
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK 3eMJIs YIIJIa U3-TIOf €T0 HOT, ¥ 0CTpasi 00JIb IIPOH3MUIa ero Mexy rias.

U ero Mup BHe3aMHO 3a/1UjCs 6eTU3HON.
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