OxpaHHUKY y IBepel ee KaOuHeTa 3aMep/u IIpu BUAe ee 1 Jlopma cuTxoB. He risas Ha HUX,
OXPAHHUKHU OTKPHUIA JBEPU ¥ TIO3BOJIMIM UM IIPOUTH B KabuHeT. Korga oyaT BoIen B KaOWHET, 110
BCeMY O(QHCY IMPOKATUIIOCH 9X0 BO3TIacOB feneratoB Haly. [TamMe BcTpeTuiack B3TISIOOM CO CBOEH
Jyylen moapyrou JJopMe, KOTopasi CTOsjIa 3a ee CTOJIOM. [JopMe cMOoTpesia Ha IPOUCXOoaslee
WCIIyTaHHBIMHM BOIIPOCUTEIBbHBIMU I'/Ta3aMu. [lagMe moneiTanach 3arOBOPUTE, HO He yCIlena
BLIMOJIBUTD U CJIOBa, KakK 3aroBOpuil Belimep.

"Bel BCe MOJIXKHEI IIOWTY CO MHOU. MIiepaTop XKaeT Hac". mpukKa3ajl Belgep, IOBEPHYBIIKUCE K ABEPHU
1 JKeCTOM IIpuKa3aB fenierataM Haly cienoBaTh 3a HUM.

[To ero KoMaH[e BCe [eNeraThl 3aMepJIn; UX B3TIISIOL YCTPEMUIIUCH Ha YAAJSIONIYIOCS QUTypy
TEeMHOT0 cuTxa. [IpolIIo HeCKOIbKO MTHOBEHUY, TPeXKe YeM BCe CMOTIJIM COABUHYTHCS C MECTa, HO
OHU 3HAaJIM, 4YTO JIy4llle He 3acTaBidaTh MMnepaTopa unu Beiipepa XpaTh. BEICTPO ONIPUBETCTBOBAB
[TapgMe, meneraTsl BHILJIKA U3 KOMHATHL, OCTaBuB [lafiMe HaefuHe C ABYMS IIOAPYyraMu.

Kak Tonpko KoMHaTa ocBoOomuiachk, [Jopme u [Ixka [Ixka O6pocunuck K [Tagme. [lopMe Kpenko oOHsIa
[TagMme, u cre3bl Hayaay KaTUTHCS 110 ee nully. " Tak papga, 4To THI 3Hech!" [lopMe miakasa B
BoJiocHl [TagMme, "4 Tak BoyTHOBasach'.

"TrI-B-TIOPAAKE?" - CIPOCUJI TYHTaH, TIOJIHbIM 0eCIIOKOMCTBA.

[Tagme He Morna HOH06paTL CJIOB, HO OHa KMBHYJIQ, IIBITAACh XOTh KaK-TO YCIIOKOUTE UX.

Ho 210 He momoro. Eciu ¥ MoIy4Yusiochk, TO TONBKO YCYTyOUIIO CUTYaluio. [JopMe OTCTYIIKIIa Ha3af,
yTOOBI TOCMOTPETH ITOZIPYTE B I'JIa3a, a IIOTOM 3aChIlaTh ee BompocaMu. "YTo TH MHE He
pacckaseiBaelns? Uto cimyunnock? ['me Tot Ovia? Kak Beiimep? Xopoito nmu oH ¢ To6o# obparmancs? O,
cunu! OH u3Hacuiosas Teods..."

[Tagme mMosyasa, oOpabaTeiBast BOpock [lopMe u 6€3MOIBHO OTBeYasi Ha HUX caMmoi cebe. MeHs
yIep>KuBaJiu MPOTUB Moel Boiu. f Ovla BO BrnafeHusx Bedimepa. OH OblI B IOpPSIAKeE... KOTA ST €T0
BUpesa. bonee yeM xopoio, naxe ynusuteabHo. Het! OH He HacuioBas MeHS... B 3TOT MOMEHT
[TagMe mepecTana CIylUIaTh BOIIPOCH IOAPYTH. BMeCTO 3TOT0 OHa ImpecTaBuila, YTO MOTJIO OBl
CIy4UThCS, ecnu Obl Beliiep OB ApPyTUM, UK 4TO OYOET, eC/ii OHa paccKaxkeT [lopMe 0 TOM, 4TO Ha
caMOM [iejie TPOUCXOAUIO Mexay Helt u Beitmepom. O, [Topme... Eciu OBl TH TONBKO 3Hana... Her,
Betinep He HaCHIIOBAJI MEHS... HO OH crayi co MHOH. He cekc. Cman. O, [Jopme, Kak OHI 5T X0Tela
paccka3ath Tebe. 1 ObI X0Tesa, YTOOH T Jajia MHE COBET.

[TagMe Moya CMOTpesia Ha julla 00enx Apy3eii, BIUTHIBasA KaxXAayio faeTtanb. OHU He N3MEHUIUCH 3a
Te He[lesIu, YTO OHU IIPOBEJIH B Pa3jiyKe, HO UX I'a3a ObIIM COBCEM APYTUMH. B ux rimasax Oosbiie He
OBLIIO PAgOCTH, TOJIBKO 00JIb, CTPagaHue U Jerkoe o0nerdenue. Bce 3T0 OBIIO CMIIKOM CHITBHO.
[TagMe TyT XKe 3aphigala, YTKHYBIIUCE TUIOM B Iyiedo [lopMe u GecrioMoInHo o0HSB ee. [Ixka [[ka
Haydas pacTHpaTh e CIuHy, a [lopMe MpofoiKaa I'TafuTh ee BOJIOCHL.

"I, Bce B mopsigke", - menTasna [JopMme. "OH yuen. Termepb OH He CMOXKeT NIPUYUHUTDL TeOe Bpena.
Bce Gymet xoporro".



"ITopeMe TpaBa. Temneps Th By 0€30mMacHOCTH". MITKO cKa3asn [ka [IkKa, Ipo#oszKas MMoraaxX1uBaTh
ee CIIUHY.

[Tagme mporenTasna cioBa 67arofapHOCTH U 3aMoidana. OHa 03Bouia cebe YCIOKOUTHCS
PaCTBOPHUTHCS B MPUKOCHOBEHUSX Opy3ei. Yepe3 HeCKOIbKO MTHOBEHU OHa BHOBb 00Opera
camoobJiaflaHye U BhHIpBanach u3 00bsaTuil [Jopme. OHA IOCMOTpETIa Ha CBOUX IOMPYT U YILIOHYJIACH
uM: "4 Tak cKydasa 1o BaM obeum".

"MEI TOXKe 110 BaM CKyd4anu". ¢ yiIel0KoM cka3aa JJopme.

"U mbI 6ecriokounuck o Bac!" moOaBun [Ixka [I2ka, 3acTaBUB yNILIOKY [TagMe pacIIMPUTHCS.
HekoTopkle CYUTAIM, YTO TYHTAH - HUYTOXKECTBO, IIPOCTOE OECIIOKOWCTBO, KOTOPOMY He3ayeM
Haxonouthkcsa B CeHate, HO [lagme 3Hana mpaBay. XoTs [Ixka [IkKa OblJI cyMacIIeqIINM U clerka
HEeBMEHSIEMBIM, OH IIPUHEC B €€ XKU3Hb TOIHKO CUACThe, U OHA 3allullala ero BceMu GpubpaMu CBOETo
CyIIEeCTBa.

"4 Toxke Oecmokounack o cebe!" ITagme paccMmesiyiack, HO IIOTOM CTasia cephe3Hoi. OHa MOHUMAa,
YTO el Hy>KHO OTBJIeYb BHUMaHUE 0T ce0s1, HO el TaKxkKe HyKHEI ObLJIX OTBETH - OTBETHI, KOTOPHIE OHA
MOTJIa IOJIy4YUTh OT ABYX CBOUX JIydIIUX Apy3ei. "Ho T [OoNXKHa CKa3aTh MHe..." cKa3asa OHa,
WCIIO/Ib3YS CBOU NTy4IINii PO eCCuOHANbHEIY ToIoC. "YTO IPOXUCXOANIIO, IT0Ka MeHs He Oblsio? A
BUXKY IIO..."

"Het! Het! HeT", - Kpuuana [lopme, pa3maxuBas pyKamu B3af u Biepeq. "CerofHs y HaC HUYEro
atoro He Oynet. CeromHs pedb upeT o Tebe! MuI mOMKHB yOeIUTHCS, 4TO ¢ TOOOM BCe B mopspake!"

"opme." [Tagme 3acToHana: "Y Hac HET BpeMeHH Ha..."

"Ha Te0sa?" cupocuia [Jopme, TomHSAB OpoBb, - "[lagme. 4 nymarna, 9To Oosblile HUKOTHa TeOs He
yBuXKy! Y MeHs eCTb BpeMs TOJIBKO st Tebs".

"TloxanyucTa, [Topme." B3monunack [lagme, - "MHe HyKHO KOe-4TO yY3HaTh. TOJIBKO OOHY BEIIb".

ITopMe OTBEpPHYIACh, MBITASCh CKPHITh, YTO MPUKYCHIIa TY0y. 9TO OB 3HAK, KOTOPHIM MOT BHIIATH,
9YTO OHA YTO-TO CKphIBaeT. OgHAKO MOMBITKA OKa3anach TIeTHOM. OHa He MOTIJia CIpPATaThCS OT
[TagMe. OHU CIUIIKOM JaBHO 3HAJU OPYr Apyra. [lagMme cpa3y moHsua, 4To [JopMe MBITaeTCsa YTO-TO
CKpHITh. OHa IPOTSIHYJIa PYKY K CBOEM JIydllled OApyTe U Ipu3Baia ee 00epHYThCS K Hell. "UTO TH
MHe He TOBOpulllb, [JopMe?" cripocumia oHa.

"MHe Henb3st Tebe TOBOPUTL". COePKAHHO ITpU3Hajach [lopMe U CHOBa ITOBEPHYJAch K [Tagme.
"KoponeBa npuka3ana MHE He TOBOPUThH, IIOKa..."

BAM.



IBepu KabuHeTa [TamMe pacHmaxHYIKCh CO CTPAIIHOM CHUJION, COTpsicast Bce 3maHue. [Ixka [Ika, XOTS U
OBbLIT BEPHBIM OPYTOM, OCTABUII IBYX KEHITMH OTHUX B IIEHTpe KabuHEeTa, a caM Io0exKall B YKPHITHE,
KOT'7la B KaOMHET CeHaTopa BOPBAJICS SBHO B30EIIEHHLIH JIOPH CUTXOB.

"M=1 yxoguM". munesn Belifep, 0CTaHOBUBIINCH NTEPe OBYMS XKEHIUHAMU.

"Ut0?!" 06e KEeHIIUHBI BCKDUKHYJIM B ILIIOKE.

"MEI TOJIBKO 4UTO IpusieTenu!" BockiIuKHyIa [lagme.

"A Temepb MBI YXOOUM". OTBeTUN Belifep, CUIbHO pa3apaxkKeHHBIN, KOTIa ITOBEPHYIICS, YTOOH
IIOKUHYTh ee KaOuHeT.

"Hert." ckazana ITagMe, MOI0KUB HOTY Ha HOTY.

"Yro?" memsHBIM TOHOM CIIPOCHUII Belifep, MIOBEPHYBIIKUCH JIUI[OM K MOJIOAOU KEHIINHE B
HEeIOyMEHUM.

"Hert." nosropuna ITagMe, CKpeCTUB pyKU Ha rpynu. "4 HUKyOa He moumy".

V3 rpynu Beiimepa pa3ganock HU3KOe phiYaHue, ¥ Ipexkfe 4eM KTo-Tu0o yCIesl 0OTpearupoBath,
Beiimep oka3ascst B IpyroM KOHIIe KOMHATH U CXBAaTHUJ CeHaTopa. IlagMe O4YyBCTBOBala, KakK €ro
pyKa B mepyaTke o0XBaTHIa €e PYKY ¥ KPEmKo CxXKaJja... CIUIIKOM KPeIKo IS MIOTCKOM pyku. OH
TIOTSIHYJI ee 3a co0oif, He oOpallas BHUMaHUs Ha ee IPOChObl U KPpUKH IIpoTecTa [lopme. Heckonmbko
YyeJI0BeK 3aKpHyajid B TPEBOTe IIPY BHE TOT0, KaK IedyalbHO u3BeCTHHIHM Jlopg CUTXOB TAIUT 3a
coboit moOMMOro CeEHaTOPa, HO 3TO He UMeJIo 3HaueHus. Hu4To He MOTJI0 OCTaHOBUTH Beligepa.
[Tpogomnxkasa 6opoTbes, [TamMe mOYyBCTBOBAJIA, UTO €T0 XBaTKa CTAHOBUTCS BCe Kpemde. [[aBleHNe Ha
ee KOXYy ObIJIO TTOYTH HEeBRIHOCHMEIM. OHa IIOYyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK MeTalInyeckas pyKa 1 KOxa,
TIOKpHIBaBINAs ee, IPUJIMILIIK K ee Koxe. Brio oueHb 00bpH0. OHA X0Tela 3aKpu4aTh, HO He MOrJa
HaUTU CBOW I'0JIOC; HO OHA 3HaJja, YTO AOJIKHA 4TO-TO chenath. He nymas, [lagMe moTsiHynack K €ro
pPyKe, 06XBaTHBIIIEH ee, U MIOIBITaNaCh BHIPBATLCS, HO BCE, YTO OHA ITOYYBCTBOBAJIA, - 3TO XOJION U
TBEPABIA MeTalll.

Y Hero mexaHu4eckas pyka! 3akpuuana [Tagme. 3HaHHe TOTO, YTO ¥ HETO MeXaHUYeCKas pPyKa, ObIIO
nHpopMalren, KoTopyio [Tagme Moriia UCIIOIb30BATh [JIg Pa3ragku TauWHh [JapTa Beiinepa. 310 Obl1
KyCOY€eK T'0JIOBOJIOMKH, U NPU OPYTUX 06CTOATEILCTBaX OHA, BO3MOXKHO, Obllia OBl B BOCTOPre; HO
[TagMe Moryia AyMaTh TOJIBKO O OOJH.

CeHarop, CIIOTHIKASCH, 1A BIIEPEN, a JIOPS CUTXOB IIPOM0JIzKasl Irpy0o TalIUTh ee II0 KOPULopaM
Cenara. OHa 0T4YassHHO IIBITA/IACh YTHATHCA 3a €r0 ONIMHHBEIMU [IaraMy, HO ee MaJjleHbKas paMma
IIPOCTO He MOIJIa BhIIepXKaTh TaKUX TMTaHTCKUX IIAroB. B ee rojoBe MenbKany MEICIH O TOM, KaK
pas3opBaTh €ro XBaTKy, KaK 0CBOOOAUTLCS OT Hero. ThICSIYX TPeHUPOBOK B OBITHOCTH €€ KOPOJIEBOU
Haby cBexu B nmaMsATH, KOTrfa oHa pa3pabaTthiBana ninaH. OHa He fyMasia, YTo 3To cpaboTaeT, HO OHa
nomxHa Oblta monpo6oBath. [Togonas K BeIXOAy U3 3maHusl CeHaTa, OHa IPUTOTOBUIACE K TOMY, UTO



en IMpeancTodyio CoenaTsb. Ona 3aKphJIa I'lla3ad, OTCYUTEIBAA BPEMS.

[Isate. YeTwipe. Tpu. [Ipa. Ogun - "Ax!"

Hpe}Kne yeM [Tagme ycCiiejla JOCYUTATh, Befmep PE3KO0 OCTAaHOBHIICA U OTIIYCTHUJI CEHATOPa, HO OBLITO
YZXKe CJIIMIIKOM II030HO. [Tagme CIIOTKHYJIACh O CBO€ IIJIaTh€ U PYXHYJIA Ha II0JI Cenara.

YCnoKouBIINCh, OHA OTTONKHYIACh OT II0JIa U IIOBEPHYJIach, 4ToOb 6exkaTh. OHa MOHITUS He UMea,
KyZa IoMfeT, HO el mpocTo HeobxoguMo ObITI0 YUTH. Y Hee He ObuIo maHca. Korma [Tagme
IIOBEPHYJIach, YTOOH OexKaTh, OHa BHE3aITHO OCTAHOBUIIACh ¥ eiBa HEe Bpe3asiach B IPyAb TMTAHTCKOTO
nmopaa cutxoB. OHa coOupanach MPOTECTOBATh IIPOTHUB ero oOpalleHus C Hell, KpudaTh Ha HEero 3a To,
YTO OH YHUXKAET ee, YMOJISAThH €T0 II03BOJIUTh €1 OCTAThCS, KOTAa ero pykKa BhIpPBasiaCh U CXBaTHUJIa €€
3a mel0. MruoBeHHO riasa [lagMe pacmupuiauch OT y2Kaca, OHa 3afpozKaJja, HO He IIPOM3Hecsa HU
cnoBa. OHa nuIIb CMOTpPEJIa Ha3afl, B TEMHOTY KaIlloIIOHa, IPefiCTaBsAsl cebe MU0 YyOBUIIIA,
KOTOPOE CKPHIBAJIOCH MO HUM.

OH KpeTKo CKaJl TajbIlkl Ha ee Iee, KaK XUITHUK, Apa3HAIlui 0o0svuy nepen youiictsoM. Betinep
Monyas. OH IpOCTO MOI4all, 03BOJIgsd CEHATOPY MOHATh UX 3aTPYAHUTENIbHOE NoN1oxKeHne. OH
IIO3BOJINJI €4 IOHATh, YTO KOHEI] ee XKU3HU HaXO[AUTCS B €0 BIaCTU. BpeM4d 111710, ¥ HE B ee MOJIb3Yy.
Ee Bpemsa ucrexkaro.
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