[lBa 4aca CIycrs:

4 ympy. nogyMara I[lagme, nII0THEe 3aKyThIBasCh B IIPOCTHIHIO. [IpOIIIO IBa 4yaca ¢ MOMEHTa ee
BCTpeuu c BelimepoM, a Bce yxe uamenunock. C-3PO ocTtaBun ee 0gHy, BeCbMa PaCCTPOEHHHIN ee
JIGIZCTBPIE[MH B Ha4aJie HO4YU, U HE TO I-IT06]:»I OHa MOTJIa ero B 3ToM BuHUTE. OHa YyBCTBOBAJIa 0865{
y2KaCHO 13-3a TOTO, UTO CHeJlajia C HUM, HO y Hee OblIu Opyrue mpobiieMbl, 0 KOTOPHIX HY2KHO OBIIO
6ecmokouthcs. Yait He cpabotain. Ee cekpet mpoBasnuics. Ee KoMHaTa CTaa elle MpadyHee, ele
3j1ee. Bce cHOBa HallOMUHAJO €4 0 TOU Y2KaCHOM HOYY C YEPHOBOJIOCHIM MYKYUHOMU. "O, IPOKJIATHHI
cutx!" npocroHana [Tagme, yTKHYBIIUCH IUI[OM B OOYIIKY. OHa MOHATUSA He UMeJla, YTOo AelaTth. Ee
pasyM Obln B mojHOM Gecrnopsake. OHa Kprdana. OHa cxopmuiia ¢ yMa. OHa 1ozanesia 0 CBOeM
pelIeHnn MONbITaThCs yoexaTth. Efl HyKeH OB KTO-TO.

[Toxanyucra, Tpunuo, - Mmonuia Ilagme, - Tl MHe Hy>KeH. MHe HyXKeH KTO-TO. { He MOry cendac
OBLITH OMHA.

[TagMme IIOBEePHYJIa I'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY OBEPHU U YCJIBIIIAJId, KaK OHA OTKPEIBAETCH. Hey}KenH ee
MOJIUTBEI OBIITH YCJ'IBIH.IaHBI? Ona OblJTa CITHIIIKOM 3aHSTa CBOUMHU MEICJISIMY, YTOOBI YCIEBIIIATh, KakK
HaXXMMaIlOT Ha KHOIIKY KJIIaBUATYPEI, 1 OBLIIO CITHIIIKOM TEMHO, yTOOBI OHA MOTJIa YTO-TO Pa3riadaneTs,
HO OHa 3HaJIa, CJIbIlIalia, KaK ABEPHh OTKPHINIACK. KTo-TO OBII B €€ KOMHATE, HO KTO?

Osa xoTena 0wl HHUKOT'Id He IIOJIYYUTE OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC.

"Thl He MOXKEIIb JenaTh CBOU MEICTH Tule?!" mpopsiyan JapT Belmep, B ero ronoce CHbIIIancs xap.

Ee ceparie octanoBuiock. Jlopa Beimep? 3To ObIIO HE TO, YEr0 OHA OXKUAasa. ITO OBLI HE TOT, KOTO
OHa oxwupasa. YTo oH uMen B BUAy? UYTo OH TaM fenain?

Yero ITagme He 3Hasa, Tak 3TO TOTO, 4TO Belifep gaxe He MOT OTBETUTH Ha 3TOT Bompoc. OH yxe
MEICJIEHHO KOpUJI ce0sl 3a CBOU IOCTYIIKYM U 00HAPYKWJI, YTO HEHABUAUT CeHaTopa ele Gosnbine. Kak
6ynTo 9T0 6BITI0 BO3MOXKHO. OH IOHSTHUS He UMeJI, YTO [eflaeT; THeB B35y Bepx Hag HUM. Kazanocs,
YTO IIPEXK[Ee YeM OH CMOT B35iTh Ce0sl B pyKH, OH 0Ka3aJiCs B ee KOMHATe.

[Tagme He MOTIa BULIETH, I'e Beliep HaXOOUTCS B €e KOMHATE, OH CIIMBAJICS C TEMHOTOM, HO OHA
IIOCMOTpEJIa B Ty CTOPOHY, OTKYHa, KaK eil T0Ka3aioCh, JOHOCHUJICS €r0 I'0JIoC, ¥ MOHaAesIack, YTO He
BHITJIAAUT OYPOM.

"TIpoctute?" pacTepsHHO crpocuna [Tagme.

"“TBou MBICTH." cepauTo moBTOPUI Benpep. "3aTkuu ux... Cerryac xe".

[TagMe MTHOBEHHO ITOHSJIA, YTO OH CIIBIIIAN €€ MBICIH. YTO OH, BEPOSITHO, 3HAN BCE, YTO
IIPOHOCUIIOCH V Hee B rojioBe. I10 ee MUIY Pa3Nuiioch CMyIeHUEe, KOTOPOoe ORICTPO CMEHUIIOCH
raeBoM. OHa OTBEpHYJIACh, Ipsida auIo. "MoxkeT, Tebe nydliie He 1e3Th B MOIO TOJIOBY, MOU MBICTIH -



9TO MOe€ fiefio!" KpUKHYIIa OHA, IEITasIiCh CKPLITH CBOE CMYILEHUE.

"CeHaTtop." mpopryan Belgep; ero rojoc 3By4asn 0ojiee pa3gpakeHHBIM, Y4eM KOTTa OH BIIEPBHIE
BOIIIEJI B KOMHATY, - "{ He ClleluasbHO 3arjIAaAbiBal B TBOM pa3yM, HO TBOU MBIC/IM KpU4YaT Tak
TPOMKO, UTO S CJIBIIY UX Ha BCEM IyTH 4yepe3 Mou BiafgeHus! VX Moyt HEBO3MOXKHO
UTHOPUPOBATE".

'HeB cxnbiHyn ¢ nuna [lagme npu Buae otBeta Belimepa. OH BoIesn B ee KOMHATY, IIOTOMY 4TO
YCHBILIAJ ee MBICTIM, IPUY€eM HAaCTOJIBKO, YTO He MOT UX UTHOPUPOBaTh. Ee MBICIM KpUYaiu Tak
TPOMKO, 4TO 3TO 6eCIIOKOMIIO ImedaabHO u3BecTHOro Jlopga Cutxos [lapTa Beiimepa. OHa BbI3Bana y
HEro Takoe pa3dpazkeHue ¥ THEeB, YTO OH BHIHYKIEH OBIJT BCTPETUTHCS C HEH JTUIIOM K nuiry. OHa
3HaJIa, YTO OH He CTas OBl 3TOT0 AefaTh, eCIu Ol [eyio He OBIJI0 CePhe3HbIM.

"Ox..." npomenTana [Tagme, COBEPIIEHHO CMYL[eHHAS.

"IMa. O." HacmenuBo oTBeTUN Benpaep. "A Temepp 4TO CIy4YUIOCH?"

[Tagme TIOBEpPHYIIACh TUIIOM K HEMY, UJTH B TY CTOPOHY, TMe, 10 €6 MHEHUIO, OH CTOSJI, ¥ TIOTHSIITa
OpoBb. "4 mymarna, Thl TOJIBKO YTO CKa3aJsl, YTO MOKEIb CJIBIIIATh MO MEICIIH, HE TaK JTu?"

IlapT Belimep m3man o4eHb He IOX0XKKM Ha Beiimepa B310x, u [lagme O4YTH OpeACcTaBuiia, Kak OH
II0JIOZKUJI TOJIOBY Ha PYyKU: "BOIpeku TOMy, UTO THl MOXKEIIb IIOAyMaTk..." BEICOKOMEPHO CKa3all
Beiimep. "MeHs He BOJIHYET TO, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT B TBOEM CO3HAHUU KaK[bIM Yac KaXmaoro gHd. A
CJIBILIAJI UX, S IBITAJICS UX 3arjlylIUTh, HO HUYETO He BHIJIO. Teneps s 30ech".

[TagMe HaxXMypuIach: YTO OHa MOTJjla eMy cKa3aThk? He mpaBay, HO OHa [OJIKHAa Oblla YTO-TO
npugymarts. "4..." OHa chenana nay3y, CIOTHKAsICh O CJI0Ba. "4 He MOTy HaWTH CBOM IIjialm”.

9T0 He OBLIO TTOTHOM J10KbI0. TEXHUYECKH, OHA TOTEPsIa IJIalll, KOTOPHIX el 0T HykeH. OH
ocTajcs B ee mKady, HO B HeM He OBIJIO TOT0, YTO fieftano ero oco6enHbM. OH 6obIlle HE MOT el
IIOMOYb.

Ha MraoBenue HaACTYIIMJIa TUIIXHA, TaKas OO0JIrasd, 94TO [TagMe mouyTHu IIoBepHjia, 4TO BeI?I;:[ep YHIel.

"Bce 3T0... ¥3-3a I1alla". ¢ HefloBepueM CKas3all OH, IIBITasiCh IIO00OPOTH KelaHue yOUTh ee.

[TagMme B3moxHYIa ¢ o0nerdeHueM, 4to Beiimep moBepui ee mxku. O4eBUIHO, OH ObLn Goee
pasmpakeH, 4eM OHa [iyMaJlla paHbIlle, IOTOMY YTO TOT Beliep, KOTOPOro oHa 3Hasla, IoimMar Ol ee
Ha JIXKH eIle [0 TOro, Kak OHa ee IIPOH3Hecsa.

"9T0... ITO 04YeHb BaxKHO!" MOmbITaIach OOBICHUTE [TagMe.



Ona ycneiana, Kak Bedmep coenan mar 6nuxKe K Hel, ¥ TYT XkKe IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa €T0 TEMHOE
IIPHUCYTCTBUE PSIOM C KPOBaThio. ThMa IO-IIpeKHEMY OKyThIBajla ero Tejo, Ho IlagMe 4yBCTBOBaa
ero ropsiuee geixaHue Ha cBoeM yxe. "IloueMy Obl Tebe He IepeoaeThCsl BO YTO-HUOYIb Ooree
ymo6Hoe, yeM 1aml..." OH mpotenTtan 6eccTpacTHO, a 3aTeM MOBLICHUII ronoc: "Hanpumep, B Komy'".

[TagMe maxke He 3aMeTHUIa €r0 0CKOPOJIeHHusT; OHa OblIa COCPeNoTOUYeHa Ha YeM-TO IPYroM. B ToT
MOMEHT, KOTTla OH MPpUOIU3UICs K Hell. Korma ero mhIxaHue KOCHYJIOCH ee yXa, 3aKPYXKHUJIOCh BOKPYT
Hee W JOCTUTJIO KaXOOH YaCTUUYKH ee TeJla. ITO OBIIO... YIUBUTEIbHOE OLIYIeHHe. DTO BEI3BAJIO
MI'HOBEHHOE 00JIerYeHue U... YTO-TO, YTO OHA He MOIJia O0BSICHUTL. EQUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA MOIJIa
00BSICHUTD, 3TO TI0YEMY OHA 3TO ITOYYBCTBOBasa. [I0TOMy YTO 3TO OB €r0 3amax. ITO OB 3amax ee
cracuTess. 3amax, BIUTABIIMICS B KaX/J0e BOJIOKHO MaTeprasia, KOTOPHIA IIPOrHal ee KOoIIMap.
[Tna1i, ¢ KOTOPEIM OHA CIlajla HOYb 33 HOYbI0 B TeUEeHME HEeCKOJIbKMX MECSIeB. 3amax, KOTOPHIH OHa
IOJTI00MIIA.

"OcTaBaiicsa co MmuO#!"

Cnosa cnetenu ¢ ry6 [Tagme Tak OBICTPO, YTO OHA [laXKe He IOHsJIA, YTO CKa3aja WX... a Koraa
TIOHSI/Ta, OBIJIO Y2Ke CIUIIKOM 1o30Ho0. Hazapg nyTu yxke He ObBLIO.

"TIpocTu... MeHs?" MedJIeHHO cIipocun Beligep c ele 00MIbIIUM HEIOBEPUEM.

"OcraBaticsi co MHOU." moBTOpUna Ilagme.

"Het."

[Tagme Gopoach CO cie3aMu, KOTOphle Hadaju IOSIBNISITLCS B ee Tta3ax. OHa Owina B oTyasHuu. OH
Ol eli HyKeH. OHa 3Hasla, YTO 3By4YUT O€3yMHO, COBEpIIEHHO 6e3yMHO, HO OHAa He 3HaJjla, 4To elle
nenath. OHa TakK [OJITO COXPaHsIa PACCYHOK, a TEMephb BCe PYIIMIOCh. be3 CBOero cracuTesns oHa
TOYHO COMAET C yMa u 6orblie HUKOra He 3acHeT. OHa He MOrJla CIIPAaBUTHCS C TPUKOCHOBEHUSMU
YepPHOBOJIOCOTO MYKYUHEL K €€ TeJTy U C BOCIIOMUHAHUSIMU O HEM, KOTOpbIe 3a/iepXKUBaJIUCh B e
co3naHuu. OHa OblIa TOTOBA Ha BCe, YTOOBI 3a0KITH 00 9TOM, Ha BCE, YTOOBI AEePKATh €TI0 IOJaIbIle, U
OHa coOupasnachk foKa3aTh 3To. "[locnyinaiTe." cKka3aia OHa, CTapasiCh TOBOPUTH NMPOGeCCUOHANIBHO.
"IIpocTo NIArTEe B MOIO IIOCTED..."

"¢1 Tebe 0YeHb HPABIIOCH, HE TaK JTHU?"

"He tak!" kpukHyna [lagMe B pacCTpOXCTBe U pa3fgpaxKeHuu. BEiIcOKOMepre CHOBA IOSBUJIOCH B €0
rosoce, 1 3710 cBofuio Ilagme ¢ yma. OHa ITOBEpHYIach K TOMy MECTY, I'e, I10 ee MHEHHUIO, B TEMHOTE
crosin Beiimep. "ITpocTo nar 3meck, 4ToOH 51 MOTJIa YCHYTH". Torfa Thl MOXKEIIs UATH CBOEH TOPOToH,
1 B foMe OymeT TUXO0, TIOTOMY YTO S YCHY.

[Tagme Momuach, 4ToOBI OH 06yMat ee IpenioxeHue. X0Ts OHa COMHEBAJachk, UTO OH 9TO CHesaerT.
K cuacteio gns [Tagme, Belimep IpOmyCTHII 3TY MBICTIH MUMO YIIIEH.



Beiimepy He XOTeI0Ch OCTABaThCS C CEHATOPOM, HO OH He MOT OTPHIIATh, HACKOIBKO IPUATHEIM OyHeT
3BYK THUIIUHEL EMy OBITIO HEIPUSTHO MPU3HABATH 9TO, HO YCTAlIOCTh OKOHYATEIbHO OBafesna uM. OH
C HeTepIeHUeM XKJaJl HOYU OT[bIXa, OTJbIXa, KOTOPOT'0 OH He IOJIyYasl U3-3a KPpUYalluX MbICIIen
ceHaTopa. KoHeuyHo, B 00BIYHEIX 00CTOSATENBCTBAX OH HUKOT A OBl He momyMai 00 3TOM, HO
00CTOSITENICTBA TAKOBHI, KAKOBLI OHU €CTh, U OH ObLI OBl CyMacCIIEIINM, eCcii OBl He chesiai 3Toro.

YuuTens mprKa3all eMy 0CTaBaThCSl C CEHATOPOM [I0 TeX II0P, II0Ka OH He CJIOMaeT IIePBYI0 YacCTh ee
MEeHTAaJIbHBEIX CTEH, IoJTy4as ai00yi0 nHGOpMaIlnio, KOTopas CKphIBajach BHYTPU. Kak TONMBKO OH
IIOJIYYUT XOTh Majleiiyio nHpopMaIiuio, eMy OygeT M03BOJIEHO BEPHYTHCS K CBOMM OOBIYHBIM
00s13aHHOCTSIM. OH BCe ellle [0JIKeH OBbIT BRIITOJIHUTh CBOI0 MUCCHIO C CEHAaTOPOM, HO, IT0 KpalHewn
Mepe, eMy He MPUIIIOCh OBl CUJIETh C HEel ILIe/TbIMU THSIMY, HeflensiMu HanposneT. OH IMIaHUpPOBaJl, 4To
pas3pylIeHne MeEPBOTO CI0S €e MEHTaIbHOM CTEHBI 3aiMET OKOJIO ABYX HEHEellb, HO 9TO €CJIU OHa He
CIIUT, @ OH HAaXOOUTCS HA PACCTOSTHUM. DTO 3aliMeT BIBOE MeHbIlle BPEMEeHH, eCii OHa OymeT cIaTh, a
OH HaXOOUThCS psamoM. OHa HUYEro He 3aIll0fI03PUT, a MOXKET, U 3aIll0fJ03PUT. Belimepy OblI0 BCe
paBHO. OH MOT CKa3aTh, YTO OHa B Oefle, maxke ecyiu OBl OHA COMHEBaach B €70 HaMEPEHUSX, OHa OB
He OTTOJIKHYJa ero. OH ObUI B BRIUTPHIIIE, HO MOT JI OH AeUCTBUTEJILHO CHelaTh TO, O YeM OHA
npocuna?

"JloxkuTtecs, ceHaTtop". OH mpuKa3as, ¥ 6e3 eIUHOT0 CJI0Ba OHA IMOMYNHUIIACh, BEIIIOTHUB €T0 IIPUKa3.

[TapMe momHsIa OfEsiio [0 mombopoaKa, KPeImKo CXKUMas ero B pyKax, ¥ XKjaa 3ByKa
3akphIBaomerics geepu. OHa XKaaja, KOrga OCTaHeTCS HaequHe CO CBOMMHU MBICIISIMH, O KOTOPBHIX,
KaK OHa 3HaJla, Temepb OoJizKHa Mom4aTh. OHa YyBCTBOBasa cebsi Mypoii, HO OHa He MOTIJIa CTePeTh
TO, YTO IMPOU301II0. Terneps el IPeacTosIo pa3odpaThcs ¢ 9TUM. [lagMe XKaasa U XKaana, Korma
Beiimep yimeT, HO 3ByKa Tak U He IIOCJIe[0Bao.

3aTeM MaTpac MMPOTHYJICS, 3acTaBuB [lafiMe OOIPHITHYTh.

"¢ mpeparaio BaMm IocmaTh, ceHaTtop". Belep yrpoxar ¢ Opyroyd CTOPOHH ee KpoBaTu: "[loka 51 He
nmepemyman”.

Moromoii ceHaTop He MOTJIa B 3TO IIOBEPUThL. ITO NoJzKeH Ovln ObITh COH. Heyxenu [lapt Beiimep,
IIOBEJIUTEIIb CUTXOB, CaMbIll MOTYIIIECTBEHHEIM YeJI0BEK BO BceneHHou, ciymmarn ee? [leliCTBUTEILHO
7u oH ORI B ee nocTenu? Ecnu fa, To [TagMe moragsiBaiack, YTO y HETO JOJIXKEH OBITh
anbTEPHATHBHBEIM MOTHB... HO ceidac el Obisio Bce paBHO. OHa He coOupanach Bce MOPTUThL. U Bce ke
OHa He MOrJa B 9TO MoBepuTh. OHa CJIblllIazia ero rooc, Ho, KpoMe IMPOCUaHUus KpOBaTH, He
YyBCTBOBaJla HUKAKUX APYTHUX IPU3HAKOB €ro MpucyTcTBUsS. OHa Clerka MoTsHya 3a Ofesio,
KOTOpPO€ HaTSIHYJI0Ch BOKPYT Hee, faBas eil MOHATh, YTO KTO-TO JIEXKUT Ha HEU C APYTOX CTOPOHEI
KpoBaTH. [loKa3aTenbCTB ObII0 HegocTaToyHO. OHa X0Tella YBUAETh l0Ka3aTelbCTBO. HecMOTps Ha
TO, YTO OHA He MOTJIa BUJeTh B TEMHOTE, OHA Hadalla TIePeBOPaYnBaThLCS, MTEITAsICh YBUMIETh XOTh
KaKOW-TO peasibHBIN CJIe[] ero CYIIeCTBOBaHUS Ha CBOEU KPOBaTH.

"CenaTtop." Belifep npenymnpenui, ucnonb3ys Cuimy, 4ToOwl He OaTh el moBepHyThCs. "He
IIOBOpPauYUBauUTECH".



"fd Huyero He BUXY". npourenTasa [lagMe, Hafesach, YTO OH IIO3BOJIUT €U IIPOJOIKUTE.

"B KOHIle KOHIIOB, Thl YBUOULIb".

"f 6ymy mepaKaTh I7la3a 3aKpPHITHIMU". TUXO0 IPEIoXKuiIa OHa.

"CenaTtop." Beliep CHOBa yrpozari, ero rouoc 61 HaMHOTO KecT4ye, 4YeM paHblie. [TagMe 3Hana,
YTO 3TO OBINIO €T0 IpenynpekaeHre, YTO OH YUOET, eC/IM OHa IIPONOJIXKUT CBOU IeNCTBUS. Y Hee He
ObL10 mpyroro BeIOOpa, KpOMe Kak mociyuiathcsi. He roBops 60ombIlle HU CII0Ba, OHa IIepeBEPHYIIach
Ha CIIMHY ¥ 3aKphljia I'7la3a. Ybi0Ka IosSiBUIAach Ha ee JIHIle, KOrfa OHa ITy00KO BIOXHY/Ia Yepes HOC,
YyBCTBYS 00erdyeHue, KOTopoe mpuiiyio. Ero 3amax ObI7T BOKPYT Hee, CUITbHee, 4eM Koraa-nu6o
Ipexe.
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