IopMe HaxMypuJach, YCIbIIaB 0TBeT [lagme, ¥ TOCMOTpeia Tyfa-ciofia MeXay S9KpaHOM U
JKEHIMHOW, CUAAIIeN 3a CBOUM CTONIOM. Ka3anock, OHa Ha MTHOBEHUE pPacTepssiach, a 3aTeM
paspasunach npuctynom xuxukaHbs. "HeT! He Pam!" [TJopMme paccMmesinach, SBHO 3a0aBssiCh TEM,
yTo [TapMe mocyuTasa Hy>KHEIM YKa3aTh Ha OYeBUOHLIN (akT. Ee Iuilo cTano cepbe3HbIM, KOra OHa
IIOBEPHYJIach, YTOOL IOCMOTPETHL Yepe3 KOMHATY Ha TEMHOTY, KOTopas o0uTasa Ha APYrox CTOPOHe.
"3a HuMu", - monpasuia oHa. "Jlopg Beupgep".

[Tpu 3ByKe ero uMeHu [TagMe OBICTPO IOMHSIA I'Ia3a OT CBOET0 fJaTallajia ¥ IocjiefioBasa 3a
B3TJIsIIOM [lopMe Yepe3 BCIO KOMHATY TyHa, Te B TEMHOTE CTosi yiopy Beiimep. Ero TemHuas ¢urypa
Obl/Ta TTOYTH HEBUIKWMA B TeHM, HO BOIIPEKH HWHCTUHKTAM, KOTOPHIE TOBOPHUIIN €M, YTO 3TO IIPOCTO
yJIOBKa, OHa BUEJA, YTO CUTX JeMCTBUTENIbHO TaM ¥ CMOTPUT Ha Hee.

[To ee MO3BOHOYHUKY Mpobexkany Mypalllky, HO He B IIyrawIieM cMbIcie. ITo Ob1o0... OHa He 3Haa.
OT0 Oblyla CTpaHHAs peaklys, CUJIbHASA 3MOLUS, HACTOJILKO CUJIbHAS, UTO OHA 3acTaBUJla €e OTBECTU
B3rnaA. OHa He ucnyrasnach, X0Ts ObUIO OBl IJIyII0 He 00€CIIOKOUTLCS, HO OHA 0Ka3ajlach B HEKOTOPOM
3aMelIaTeNbCTBe... YTO Tellepb Ka3aloch OOBIYHEIM [eIoM, Kora peds 1ta o [JapTe Belimepe.

[TapMe B30OXHYJIa, BO3BpalllascCh K CBOEMY faTallafy U OTTOHAA 3TO OLlylleHue. "f He JyMalo, 4TO OH
CMOTPHUT Ha MeHd, [lopme".

Hopme ¢dripkHYyna B oTBeT. "Hy, Ha MEHSI OH TOUHO HE CMOTPHUT".

[TagMe chernana elne OQHY 3alUCh B CBOEM [NOKYMeHTe. "Thl CMOTPUILL CIIUIIKOM MHOI'0 3TUX ITOLIJIBIX
roysiopuILMOB", - TPOKOMMEHTHUPOBasIa [lagMe, CIUIITKOM XOPOIIO 3Has X0 MBICTel [lopMe.

IopMe nM3marna 3afbXxarimuics 3ByK. "Ouu He nonutkie! OHM pOMaHTUYHEL W, BO3MOXKHO, €C/K OBl THI
monpoboBasa ux, Tebe Obl O0JIbIINE ITOBE3JI0 B TUYHOM KU3HU".

"¢ me 6ymy", - mpoBopuana [Tagme. "TToToMy 4TO, HACKOJIBKO 5T BUXKY, OHU 3a0HMBAIOT TBOIO T'OJIOBY
TIyIBIMU UeaMy, Kak [apT Beilmep, yCTaBUBIIMUCS Ha MeHA "

[Hopme nosepHynace K [TagMe MULIOM C pyraTesibHEIM BhIpaXkKeHUEM Ha JIUIlEe, ee PYKU faxke
nmepeMecTUMuCh Ha 6enpa. "OH CTOUT TaM yKe MOYTH Yac", - TPOKOMMEHTHPOBasa oHa. "Kak Th
AyMaelllb, 4TO OH fejaeT?"

[TagMe mozxana Iyie4aMy, BEITECHSS U3 TOJIOBEL BCe MEICIY O Beliilepe U NBITasiCh UTHOPUPOBATH
VCKpPHI, KOTOPBIE, Ka3aJI0Ch, IPOSIBIISANIACE B €€ XXKUBOTe. " He 3Haw", - 3adBuia oHa. "OH 04eHb
3aHATOU YeJioBeK".

"[la, oueHb 3aHATOU denoBek". [lopMe KHMBHYJa B 3HaK COTJIaCHs, HO 3aTEM ee T'0JI0C CTal
CapKaCTUYHHIM. "Y HEro HeT BpeMeHH CTOSATh U CMOTPETh Ha KPaCUBYI0 CEHATOPIILY UM YKPagKOu
OpocaTh Ha Hee B3TJISIOH, KOTTIa OH IIPOXOIUT MUMO OBEPU ee KaOuHeTa".



Yy ITagme YYTh HE BEITIAJI POT, OHA HE ITIOHMMaJla 9YBCTB, KOTOPEIE GYLT.IGB&J'II/I BHYTPHU HEe. "OH He
menan 3Toro!" - OTBeTHIa OHA B IIOKe U, K CBOEMY Y2KacCy... B BOCTOPreE.

dopme ynbIiOHYIach, IPUIIOAHSIB OPOBb, ¥ KUBHYJIA rojioBoi. "OH chesan 3To".

Kak TOnbKO CTpaHHBEIE SMOLMK BCIILIXHYIM B Hel, [TamMe ORICTPO IOTacKila WX, yXKaCHYBIIHCH CAMOM
cebe. "[lopme, He OyOb CMEXOTBOPHOM!" - ITpoIIenTaa OHa, 37I9Ch Ha ceOs ¥ Ha MOAPYTyY 3a TO, YTO Ta
IpeaIoxXumia el Takywo unew. OHa He 3Hasa, OTKY/a B3SIUCh 9TH UYKIbIe ¥ HEBHITOITHUMBIE SMOIHH,
HO OHA [I0JIXKHA Obl/Ia IIOMHHUTE, YTO IIPOUCXOTUT. I'me oHu cTosiu. O KoM oHM roBopuin. OHa
HACTOPOXKEHHO BIISIOIBATIACh B TEMHOTY, ITPeXkie YeM CHOBa MOCMOTPEeTh Ha JfopMe y3KUMHU
rna3aMu. "Tel cama 9T0 cKa3aja. OHM, BEePOSITHO, UITHOHST 3a HAMK. MBI JOJI2KHBI OBITH OCTOPOXKHEL".

Iopme ynbIOHYIach, 3aKaTHUB I'J1a3a B 04eHb HeXapaKTePHOU [iig Hee MaHepe. "[lafiMe, moxKamyucTa.
Bot mouemy THI He 3amyxeM".

"ITIpoctu?"

"Ecnu OBl OH IITTHOHUT 3@ BaMU, ero Okl He 3aMeTHIH. f fyMaio, OH HeMHOT0 0oJiee ONBITEH, YeM
3T0", - mpopoxkuia [JopMe, MaxHyB PYKOH B CTOPOHY Belifiepa, KOTOPEHIN SBHO CTOSJI HA OTKPBITOM
MecTe.

"He yka3sniBait!" [TagMe 4yTh He 3aKpuyalia OT yxkaca ele 0osblie, Ho [lopMe TOJBKO yIHIOHYIaCh.

"W THI meNCTBUTEIHHO TyMAaelb, YTO OH IIPHUIIEI CIOfla TOJIBKO IS TOr0, YTOOHI IIOTOBOPHUTH C
Pamem". OHa 3akaTusa ria3a u paccMmesnach. "[loxanyucra... 4 B 3T0 He Bepo".

[TagMe He IOHMMAJa, OTKYyOa BCe 3TO B35JI0Ch... 0COOEHHO KOTa KEeHIITMHA ITpU3Hanach, YTO BCETO
HECKOJIPKO YaCcOB Ha3af cMepTeNlbHO Oosinach [lapta Betmepa. [Topme Oblza ©3BECTHA TEM, YTO
BpeMsI OT BpeMeHH Obllla HEMHOT'0 Tpy0oBaTa, Jaxke HeMHOTO OTKPOBEHHA, HO 3TO ObIJI0 HEMHOT'O
cepbe3H0. Bo3MOXKHO, faxe o4eHb cepbe3HO. Heyxenu [JopMme cosBceM cola ¢ yMa? OHa roBopusia
o [lapte Beupepe... Jlopa cutxoB, yaeHuk MMnepaTtopa, BepX0oBHEIM I'JTaBHOKOMaHOYIOIIUM
HIMIIepcKuxX Cuj, HaclegHUK TPoHa MIMIepuu... ux CMepTeNbHEIN Bpar! 9To ObII HE KAaKOU-TO
IITIKOJIbHUK, KOTOPHIM Iepra ee 3a BOJIOCH, a Teneps [Jopme Oblsla YBEPEHA, UTO OH BITIOOUIICS... HO
OHa YyBCTBOBaJa, KakK ee JINI[0 CTaHOBUTCS BCe TOpsiuee C KaXAbIM BbICKa3biBaHUEM [lopme.

"Ilopme, moxarny#cra", - HagaBuma [lagme, IbITasgCh CKPHITH IIOKpacHeHKe Ha nulle. "THl Begems ceds
Heneno". OHa IbITajach HAUTHU [IPaBUJIbHEIE CJI0BA, HO OCTAHOBHUIACh HA MpPayHOM TOHe. "fl He 3Hal,
OTKY[ia BCe 3TO B35JIOCh, HO 3TO HYXKHO IIPEKpPaTUTh!"

IlopMe pa3pa3uiach IPUCTYIIOM XUXHUKaHbs, AepKach PYKOH 3a KHUBOT, TaK KaK OHa fJaxe Hadasla
xpunets. "Hy u pena, [Tagme", - 3acMesiniach 0OHa, BEITUPas CJie3y C riasa. "Ycnokoucs. f mpocTo
OPas3HIOCh".



[Tagme XMBIKHYIIa, B35IB ce0sI B PYKHU, ClIerKa pa3fpaxkeHHas U pa3rHeBaHHas 3a0aBamu [Jopme. "ITo
He CMellHO, [lopMe", - mMpoBOpYaia OHa B OTBET. "OTO Cepbe3HO0".

"¢ 3nar. 4 3Haw", - oTBeTUIa [JopMe, HAaKOHEI-TO B3gB ce0s B PyKu. "[IpoCcTO 3TO GBI TaKOM
HalpsXKeHHbIM eHb. MHe HyKHa Oblia pa3psapaka’.

"Hy, xBaTUT gpa3HuThCa!" orpeidHysnach [lagme. "Mu1 rosopuM o [lapTe Belifepe, a He 0 KaKOM-TO
mKoJbHUKE! OH MOXKeT CBEPHYTh HaM IIIeto 3a 310!"

C0BHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB CEPbE3HOCTh CUTYALMK ¥ OMACHOCTh, KOTOPAs Tauaach PSmoM, Becesbe [lopme
OBICTPO MCUE3JI0, ¥ OHA Cpa3y Ke 3aMoT4ajia Ha CBoeM MecTe psmoM ¢ [Tagme. ITagme yxe
IIOJyMBIBaJIa OTYUTATD €€ 3a TaKyI0 BCIBILIKY, HO OBICTPO pellniia He OelaTh 9TOT0, YYUTHIBAs
00CTOSITETBCTBA. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 3TO OBIJIO HEOORIYHOE ITOBEIeHHEe, M 3TO OBIII0 HANIPSIXKEHHOe
BpeMs {15t BceXx. [leo B ToM, uTo ITaiMe HaMepeBaiach BEPHYTHCS K CBOeH paboTe, HO, K
CoXaJleHuIo, yiepo XKeHIuHe yxke OblT HaHeceH. He uMero 3HaveHus, Mojidasa jau [JopMe, Uiy ee
BBICKA3BIBAHUS OBITH ITPOCTO APA3HUIIKOM, MIIH Jaxe IMPOCTO CIIoco6oM CKOpoTaTh BpeMsi. OHa Bce
PaBHO WX TOBOPHUJIA, U HEKOTOPHIE U3 ee BHICKA3bIBaHUY OBLUIM IIPaBMoii... ¥ Teneps [lagMe He MOTIIa
3abmITh BUp [lapTa Beiimepa, cTosiero Bo3jie ee KabuHera.

TonbKO OfuH B3TJIsAH, cKa3asa cebe ITagme. OpuH B3I, ToNMbKO YTOOR YBUAETh, CMOTPHUT JIK OH BCE
ele Ha MeHS.

YKkpapkoi B3T/ISIHYB Ha Hero, [TagMe mogHsia I/1a3a OT CBOel paboThHl U Obljia BCTpeueHa
HEOXHUIaHHBIM 3penuieM. [lapT Belimep Bce elrle CTOST BO3/ie ee KaOWHETa, HO CMOTPEIT OH yXKe He
Ha Hee, a Ha 00j1ee HU3KOI'0 MYKUYMHY, KOTOPHIN CTOSIT PSIOM C HUM.

[Tanmatun, nogyMana [Tagme, y3HaB KpaCHO-4EPHBIN IIJIall.

OHa 3avapoBaHHO Hal0mogana, Kak MMmepaTop IpogoiKaeT pa3roBapuBaTh C BO3BHIIIABIIMMCS Hal
HUM 4YeJIOBEKOM B TEMHOM KallIOIIOHE, 3aMeydasi, KaK YUeHHUK IT0X0XK Ha MacTtepa. OHa HojkHa Oblla
IIpU3HaTh, YTO, XOTI OHa IIpe3upara [lanmaTuHa Bceu mymiou... [lapT Belpmep BEITISOeN ropasmno
Oonee ycrpamaoumM, yeM [Tannatus, u [TagMe 3aganack BOIIPOCOM, IToYeMy KUMeHHO [TannaTuH OB
r7aBHBIM, a He Beiimep. Ka3zanocs, uto [lapT Beiigep Ovin 60ee MpayHBIM U MOTYIIIECTBEHHBIM U3
HUX OBOMX. Kak Takoil cTapuK, Kak [lanmaTuH, MOT yIPaBsaTh CTOIb MOTYIIECTBEHHBIM 1
HEITOKOPHBIM CUTXOM?

"A Temnephb THI CMOTPHIIb Ha HETO", - C TETKUM CMEIIIKOM 3aMeTuia JJopme.

Curx.

[TagMe 3acTOHasa, 0CO3HAB CBOIO OLIMOKY, KOTla Ha ee IeKaX IOSIBUJICS JIETKUM pyMmsiHell. Ee
MUCCUS "OQHOTO B3TJIgAa" IpeBpaTUiIach B ropa3fo 0ojiee MONTHM B3TJIAL, YTO MO3BONINUIIO [Jopme
IaXke 3aMeTUTh 3T0. bpocuB maTanap Ha CTOJ, OHa IIOBEPHYJIACH K CBOEU ClTyKaHKe, 0T KOTOPOU
6onemna romnosa. "Iloxoxke, MO MBICIIH TIe-TO B PYTOM MecCTe", - OTBeTHJIa OHa, CTapasiCh Ka3aThCs



He3aTpoHyToMu. "[lyMalo, MHE CTOUT YUTHU NIOpaHbIIe".

IopMe HaxMypuiiach, IIOBEPHYB I'OJIOBY K YacaM, ¥ BHe3aIllHO CHOBA MTOKa3aiack cebe CTpaHHOM. .
"Brl MorIu OBl TPEKPATHUTh pab0Ty MUHYT IBaAllaTh Ha3ax'".

[TagMme HaXMypusacs, riadaasg Ha dacel. "[louemMy TH MHe He CKa3asa!" - KpUKHYyJa OHa, INIAas Ha
[I030Hee BpeMs, IIpexXe YeM CHOBA IIOBEPHYTLCA K MOJPYTeE.

Iopme ¢ ynbIOKOM Ha Julle MoXKasa IjedaMu. "¢ xoTella IOCMOTPeTh, Kak goinro Jlopa Beiigep Oynet
CMOTPETH Ha Tebs".

[TagMe 3akaTwufIa rjla3a ¥ CXBaTUIach 3a PyKy [opMe, xkemast 3a0bITh 060 BCEX HEMIPUSITHOCTSX 3TOTO
nHs, BKtouas [JapTa Beiimepa. "4 papma, uto Tebe OvI0 Beceso", - 3acMesiniach [Tagme. "Ho mocine
TAaKoTO OHA 51 OB He 0TKa3aJiach BHIIUTE".

"Ha, munegu!"
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