Ha rpyns Cepuu Onina HalleseHa anebappa.

— Kr0 THI Takas? CuuTaelllb, YTO MOXKEITh HCII0JIb30BaTh TEIEIOPTALMI0 BO OBOPIE?!

Cepus Oblla TOpakeHa, e€ MepPeIoJIHSIN THEB U XKaXKia KPOBH.

— UpessriyanHoe nonoxenue! [lonoxute Ero Benuuectsy!

He o6pa1_ua5{ BHUMaHUA Ha OXPAaHHUKOB, CepHa IIpoaoJIZKaJjla IIBITAaThCA YBUOETHCA C UMIIEPATOPOM.

OxpaHHUKYU BOPYT IOHSJIH, YTO BHE3AITHO ITOSBUBIINNCS Y€JIOBEK SBJISETCS MaroM BTOPOTO paHTa
HiMIiepaTopCcKOro mBopa. ['Bapeniibl, 0OXpaHsIoIe BXO/ 110 00e CTOPOHE! OT ABEPHU, TTOCTIEIIHITH
OTBECTH CBOH asiebapbl.

— Pa3se Brl He Cepua-cama? [Toxanyucta, npoctute! Ho mouemy Brl ucnons3oBanu
TeJlenopTanu..? YTo CIy4Yunocs? - OXpaHHUKY C II003PEHNEeM 3ajaBajid BOIIPOCHL.

EcTecTBeHHO, BeOb €CJIM UCIIOIb30BaTh TEJIETIOPTAIINIO, MOXKHO TPOHUKHYTD HazKe B CIIaIbHIO
UMIIepaTopa. ITOT 3aKOH HeJIb3s MIPOCTO TaK B3STh U HAPYIIUTh. B XyniieMm ciiydae HapyLUIUTEIIsS
JK[ajla CMepTHas Ka3Hb. [109TOMY XKelaHNe 0XPaHHUKOB YCIIbIIIATh ITOAPOOHOCTH OBIIO
ecTecTBeHHEIM. Cepua He oOpalllajsia BHUMaHUs Ha BOIIPOCH OXPaHHL.

“Y MeHs celiuac HET BpEMEHU OTBEYATh Ha 3TU BOIIPOCHL”.

— Tuxo! {1 XKe cka3aja, cuTyaluus S5KCTpeHHas. BaxXHa Kaxpaas CeKyHfa. [JaliTe MHe IIPDOUTH, UK S
IIPUMeEHI0 Tpy0yio CUIIy ¥ CIIOMalo [ABEPh!

— [I-moxanyiucra, monoxaure MuHyTKY, Cepua-cama. {1 HemennenHo nonoxy Ero Benudectsy! -
OOVH U3 0XPaHHUKOB, IOPaXKeHHBI HAaTUCKOM Cepuu, OMYaJICs K UMIIEPaTopy.

OTO 3aHSJI0 OKOJIO IeCSITH CeKyHM. Bapyr mBeps mepen Cepueis 1erko OTKPHIIACS.

— Yro 3gecs npoucxoaut? Cepua Byknsup! Bel He CIMIIKOM-TO MOYTUTENBHEI! - THEBHBIU T'OJIOC
npeMbep-MuHHCTPa [onTHecTa OblT 0OpaleH K Cepuu, Ipu 3TOM OH Cpa3y XkKe MPeKJIOHU KOJIeH!
nepen UMIIEPATOPOM.

“T1, mpeMbep-MUHUCTP TOXKe 37ech”, - Cepua mpo ceOs IOKHYIa S3BIKOM.

Iemno IIPUHATIO Hel'IpI/IHTHBIfI ITOBOPOT OJIsA CepI/II/I, KOTOpPadA B CII€IKe BOIIl/Ia BHYTPb.

[TpeMbep-MuHUCTP [l0THECT ObIT BEPHEIM ITOAUYMHEHHHIM MMIIepaTopa, OOHAKO He CIUIIKOM-TO



MATKUM 4es10BeKoM. Oco0eHHO, Korfia [IeJI0 JOXOAUIIO OO 3aKOHOB U IIPaBuUJl, OH OB “KeJIe3HBIM
KyJIaKOM”~ TIpaBJIEHUS.

TeMm He MeHee B 3TOT pa3 OBIJIO TO, YTO OIIPABHABIBAJIO MOCIEINHOCTh Cepun. MMmeparTop cumen Ha
TPOHE.

— IoctatouHo, JonTtHecT. Cepra cKa3aja, 4YTO AEeJI0 CPOYHOE, U OHA UIIET ayAueHUuu. 4YTo
npou3onnio? Y B yem mpobiema?

— Ho, Baiue BenryecTso... - [IONTHECT MBITANCS BO3Pa3UTh UMIIEPaATOPy, XOTh U HEe OyMaJl, YTO 3TO
OymeT BBITJIAIETh YMECTHO.

— XBaTuT! - CUIbHBIY B3TJIA0 UMIIepaTopa,3acTaBui [loNTHECTa 3aMOT4aTh.

[laxe mpeMbep-MUHUCTD He MOXKeT IIOUTHU IPOTUB UMIIepaTopa.

['msigst Ha 9TO, MOXKHO JIETKO CKa3aTh, YTO UMIIEPATOP - HE IPOCTO yKpallleHue OBoplia. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, OH TOT, KTO BefleT MMnepuio K mobene Hajl leHTPaJIbHOM YaCThi0 3alIagHOTO KOHTHHEHTA.

[Tepseiit ummepatop O'JITomewn, JlarioHen AN3eHXEUT, POXKOEH TPETHUM IPHUHIIEM OBIBIIETO
Koponescta O'JIToMen, pacClooKeHHOr0 B TOPHOM paiiOHe LIeHTPaIbHOM YaCTH 3allafHOr0
KOHTHHEHTa. B To BpeMs crapoe KoposescTBo O'JIToMes OblI0 H3My4eHO pa3BpallleHHON
apUCTOKPATHEN U rpaXkJaHCKOM BOMHOM U OBIJIO HAa TPaHU BEIMUDPAHUS.

Ckop0Os 13-3a HEIHEIIIHET0 MOJI0KEeHUST CBOeH CTpaHHI, JIalioHel 3aX0Te/l BOCCTAaHOBUTL e€. OH
TIepexuJl BOMHY 3a HacCJIe[ICTBO, B KOTOPOM NTPOTHUBHUKAMMU OBIJIA €T0 COOCTBEeHHBIe OpaThs, U
YCIIEIIHO OYUCTUI OT KOPPYIILIUYU BEICOKOIIOCTaBJIeHHBIE CEMbU apUCTOKPaToB. [Ipu BceM 3TOM caM
JlafioHeN He pa3 pa3MaxuBajl MEYOM Ha 1ojie 6uTBHL. U mociie 3aBoeBaHUsI COCEMHUX KOPOIeBCTB, 40
net Ha3af, Koponescto O'JIToMest 6o nepenMeHoBano B Mmmnepuio O'JITomero. C Tex op OH
6opoJics 3a TOCIIOAICTBO B IIEHTPaJIbHON YaCTH 3alagHOr0 KOHTHHEHTa. [[axke Iociie TOoro, Kak eMy
MCIIOMHUIOCH 58 net, iMmepaTop, IT03HaBIINY KPOBaBOe 10Jie 6051, MOT COKPYIIUTE PSIOBOTO
BOE€HA4YaJIbHUKA.

— IIpoctute mMeHs, Bame BenudyecTtso, - [loONTHECT CKJIOHU I010BY nepen UmmepaTopoM.

— Bce B mopspke. Teneps, Cepua, CKaxu, YTO IIPOU3OIIIIO?

— Jla! Bame BenmuuecTBo, coxkaieio 0 TOM, 4To Oblla CTOIb rpy0a, HO g X0Tesa OBl IOTYYUTh
paspeleHne Ha MOOUIN3AINI0 aPMUH.

[TOCKOJIBKY 9TO OBIIIO CIIMIIIKOM BHE3aIlHO, UMIIePaTOP U MPeMbepP-MUHUCTD OBUIM B HEIOYMEHUHU U He
MOTJIH ITOm00paTh CJIOB.



— YTo TH X04elb 3TUM CKa3aTb! CBOI04b. Thl HAMEPEHA BHICTYIIUTh C BOOPYKEHHOU apMuen u
Maramu MimmepaTopckoro aBopa?! 3tomy obydan Tebs I'aeicy-qoHO?

Ha 3TOT pa3 ruHeB mpeMbep-MUHUCTPA He ObLT HEOXKUIAaHHOCTHIO, Beob Cepra He UMeeT IOTHOMOYMH
st mogo6Horo 3amnpoca. OgHAKO TO, YTO CKa3al MMnepaTop, ObII0 COBEPIIEHHO IIPOTHBOIIOI0KHO
TOMY, YTO rOBOPUJI JIOJITHECT.

— Xoporo.

— B-Baue Benuuectso! YTo BEH roBopure!

— 4 pan cBoe cormacue, HonTHECT.

B otnuune ot [JonTHecTta, UMmnepaTop rOBOPHUII CIIOKOMHO.

— Opnako, Cepua, g X049y y3HaTh IpuuuHy. [louemy Brl, UMnepckuii IpuABOPHEINA, XOTUTE MOTyYUTh
B CBOE pacropsKeHue apMuio? [I0ITHECTa 3TO He KacaeTcs, HO ['aelicy monkeH 00 9TOM 3HATE,
pa3Be HeT?

Cepua x0Tb 1 ObIIA JTy4Illed y4eHUIleH, HO OIylnaia B cebe TPyCTh U IOCafdy.

— [enmymika... Het. T'atecy Byknaug your.

Cnosa Cepuu CUITbHO TIOBNUSIY Ha MMIepaTopa u peMbep-MUHUCTPA. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, ['atiecy Obl
JIy4IIXM MaroM, BMecTe ¢ [J0ITHeCTOM OHM YIPaBJsaau BHyTpeHHUMU Aennamu O'JIToMen,
OUIIIOMaTHeN ¥ BOEHHBIM [IEJIOM.

— O-3TOrO0 He MOXKeT OnITh. ['atiecy-moHo...

— HeBo3moxH0! 3T0 HEMBICTEMO, Cepra! - OHM TOBOPHIIM TaK OT HEOXKUIAHHOTO YAUBIIEHMUS.

— Her, Bamre BenuuecTBo, mpeMbep-MUHUCTP, 3TO NpaBaa! MHoMupern youn I'aeiicy Byknsnpma.

— Y-uyTo BrI ckazanu?

— Cepua-moHo, 9T0 HeBO3MOXKHO... O yeM Brl roBopute? - UMnepaTop U IPEMbeP-MUHUCTD BCe eIlle
He MOTJIA COTJIaCUTHCS C YCIIBIIIaHHBIM.

Cepua, IogaBUB YyBCTBa IIeYasid U HOCanbl, Hayasna 00bsCHATL CYTh mena. [1s 6onee mogpoOHOTo
00BsICHEHUS ITOTPe00BaNOCh OBl MHOTO BPEMEHH.



— OTO IEUWCTBUTENHHO IIpOM3011JIO... Baire BenuuecTBo... {1 Bunena Bce COOCTBEHHBIMU T'Ia3aMU.

VimmepaTopa 3aMosmdaj. [TpoIIio 0KOJIo AeCcaT: CeKyH, TpeXkae YeM OH BHOBb 3arOBOPHUII:

— [Touemy?

Tonoc 6blT 0YEeHb HU3KUM. FIMIIEpaTop cTapascs MOAaBUTh CBOIO SPOCTh, KPEIIKO BIIEMUBIINCH PYKOM
B TPOH.

— 4 TO4YHO He 3Hal, 4YTO IIPOMX30IIJIO. HeT HUKaKMX MOKa3aTeNbCTB, HET CBUIETENIEN. TeM He MeHeE,
TJIA04d Ha IIOJI0OZKeHune feJl, s1 C yBEePEHHOCTEIO MOT'Y CKa3dTh, KTO IMPECTYIITHUK.

— KT0 3107

— Ceropns Ialiecy-cama IJTaHUPOBAJI TPOBECTH 0OPSIA IPU3LIBA. YUUTHIBAS TO, UTO BCEX, BKIIIOYAS
OXpaHy, yOUIIM Ha MeCTe IIPoBefieHus 00psifa, MPEeCTYIHUK — 3TO YeJIOBEK U3 OPYroro Mupa.

— I-3TOr0 He MOXKeT OhITh. S He MOT'y TOBEPUTH B 3TO!.. - cKa3as J[JoaTHECT, KOTOPHIH 10 9TOT0
MOMEHTa JiepxaJ s3bIK 3a 3y0aMu.

— 4l cuuTalo, 4TO cernyac 3TOT YeJI0BeK IPUKUHYJICSI BOUHOM Mmnepckou reapauu. Ha maHHBIN
MOMEHT I'JTaBHOKOMaHAylomui Mmnepckoi reapaun Ponbg-cama, s ¥ Mar TpeThero paHra
HMniepaTopCKOro ABOpa, KakK TOJIBKO [TOIy4YUM pa3pellneHre Bamero BenuyecTsa, HauHeM
IIpeciiefloBaHue.

WmMmepatop, ycibimas ciaoBa Cepun, HeMeIJIeHHO MIPUHSIT PelleHue:

— 4 mato cBoe cornacue! [ usmanus opUIMaIbHOTO YKa3a notpedyeTcs BpeMs. [IoaToMy cefiyac B
[0Ka3aTeJIbCTBO MOUX CJIOB UCIIOIb3YUTE MOU Med.

[Tocne atoro I/IMHepaTop CHSJI M€Y C I1I04Ca 1 GPOCI/IJ'I ero CepI/II/I.

— 91, Cepua, 'atiecy - BepHBIN CIyra, KOTOPBIM OBIJT MOMM COpaTHUKOM 0ojiee copoka neT. Eie oH
OBLTT OTIOPOY HaIllel CTPaHHI.

— Ja.

— A Teneps 'atiecy yout. 3to npenaTtenbcTBo UMnepuu O'JITomesi! 4 monkeH OBITh yBEPEH, UTO Bh
HalifleTe U 3afiepXKuTe NPeCTyIHUKa 110001 11eHoM. Ecnu 9T0 0KaXkeTcs HEBO3MOXKHEIM, BBl MoxkeTe
yOuThH ero!



Bblpa}KaH YBaXeHune u 6HaTOJIapHOCTB, CepHa IIOKJIOHHMJIACh U MCYe3Jia, UCIIOJIb30BAB TEJIEIIOPTAIIUIO.

TTocrne aToro Mmmepartop riay6oKo B3OOXHYII U CKa3all y2Ke B CTOPOHY 3aHaBeCa I103a[d TPOHa:

— [ManpovHa, TH CIIBIIIATA O YEM MEI TOBOPHUIIN TOJIBKO 4yTO0?

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTBo.

VI3 TeHU 3aHaBeca MOSIBUIIACH OeJIOKypas AeByIIKa JieT ABaflaTH. BrIcoKasi, XOPOIIo CI0kKeHHas,
KpOMe TOT0, ee TonyOble T1a3a fgeflaiy B3I 0YeHb BeIpa3uTenbHbIM. OHa OTHaleHHO HalloMUHama
HWwmMnepatopa.

— 41 ToNBKO YTO YTOUHMIIa HHGOPMaIUIo y TeHel. [Toxoxke, 4To cMepTh ['aliecy-qoHO — MpaBpa.
Takxe B 1a3apeTe OBUI IT0XKap, [T0CIe KOTOPOTro OAUH BOUH nponan 6e3 Bectu. U Cepua, KaxkeTcs,
IyMaeT, YTO 9TOT BOUH U €CTh NHOMHUPELI.

— 4 nousan... 9u, Mlanpguuaa. Y10 TH AyMaems?

— 4 cuuTalo, YTO JOTAAKU O TOM, KTO SIBJISIETCSI IPECTYITHUKOM, BEepHHEI. YOUNCTBO BEIXOAIIEM U3
IOPYTo¥ CTPaHH, II0 MEHBIIIE Mepe, KaxkeTCsi HEBO3MOXKHEIM. [IpocTo...

WmMmepaTtop mocMoTpen Ha [llanpauny:

— IIpocTo, uT0?

— Ilpu BceM [OJIZKHOM YBaXKEHUU 5 HE MOT'Y IIOMOYb, HO CKaXYy, YTO BEPOSITHOCTh IIOUMKH OETTIOT0
IIPECTYNHUKA OUeHb MaJa.

— Yto? Tl cuuTaelsb, uTo Ceprua-qoHO HE CIIPABUTCS C 3TUM? - [IOMTHECT HEOKUIAaHHO ITOBBICHIT
ToJIoC.

— JloNTHECT-MOHO, 3TO He CBSI3aHO CO cmoco0HOCTIMu Cepun-moHO. BeposTHO, m060i Ha €€ MecTe
He CIIpaBuCs ObI.

— YTo TH cKa3ajna?!

— Kak rckaTh 4eyoBeKa U3 OPyroro Mupa, eClid HUKTO He 3HAET, KaK OH BHITJISIOUT?

— Yto0 TH uMeellls B BUAYy? - UMnepaTop MOBEICUII TOJIOC.



OH He 3HaJ, 4TO CepI/Ia BOOOIIE He BUeIa Tulla IIpEeCTyIIHUKaA.

— YT0 TH X0UeIllb 3TUM CKa3aTh?

— Bce BouHEI, KOTOpEIEe OBIITH BMeCTe ¢ ['aiiecy-moHO BO BpeMs IPOBeeHus 00psia MpU3LIBa,
MepTBEl. OHa, KaXeTcs, He IIOCMOTpesIa, KaK BRITJISOUT IKOOH PaHEHBIH BOMH M OTIIPABHUIIA €r0 B
na3apeT. BouHH ¥ MOKTOP, KOTOPEIE OBUIK B JlTa3apeTe, TaKXkKe 0Ka3aluch yOUTEIMU. [TonydaeTcs, 94To
HUKTO B UTOTE He 3HaeT, KaK BHTISOUT IPECTYIHUK.

— 3HAYuT Tak, Aa... Torga Kak Cepua coOupaeTcs HaUTHU MPECTYIIHUKA?

— 9T0 Ta ellle aBaHTIOpa, Baie BenuyectBo. He Tak yX ¥ IJ10X0, UTO HHOMUDPeEI] OyIeT B ofmexie
BOMHaA. [laXke eC/Ii IPEeCTYIHUK IIePeOfeHeTCs BO3JIe 3aMKa U IIOIBITAeTCS MOCIIEIIHO IPOUTH Yepe3
BOPOTAa, OXpaHa BCe pPaBHO 3a7acT eMy HEeCKOJIbKO BOIIPOCOB. [103TOMYy, maxe eCliu 3[eCh ero He
IIOMMalOT, €CTh BO3MOXKHOCTh IIOIYYUTh XOTh KaKyi0-TO HH(MDOPMAIIHIO.

— 9 nmousan. Ecnu 3T0 Tak, TOrma eCTh JIX BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO MHI €0 BooOIIe moiiMaem?

— [Ta. OpHaxo... - iMmepaTop He MOT CKPHITh CBOETO pa3mpaKeHwus.

— Xopormo! [MlanbarHa, €CIU TH BCe MOHSIA, TO BMECTEe C TEHbBIO [OJIKHA OTIPABJISITHCS Ha ITOUCKH.

— B-Bame BenuuecTtBo? Bee B nopsigke? [To3Bonuth npuHiiecce llanparae UOTH? -CKa3al
B3BOJIHOBaHHO [IOJITHECT.

Benp [llanbauHa - mocieqHss 3amuTa MMoeparopa, ¥ paHee OHa HUKOITA He MIOKKUIasa ero.

— He wymu! Ilepsas npunnecca Umnepuu O'JIToMesi, KOMaHAyoOIasd PhLAPCKUM OpHeHOoM “Priiapu
Cykky0a”! Paborait coBmecTHO ¢ Cepueii, 4TOOB HallTH TPECTyITHUKA

— IlousartHo. Bame BennuecTBo, s coesnaro Bce, YTO B MOUX CHJIAX.

[lanppuHa MOKIOHUIACE MIiepaTopy U BEHILITIA.

B stor MmomenT Umnepusa O'JITomes: u PéMa cTanmu Bparamu. B uTore ocTanuch TOJIBKO UMIIEPATOP U
IIpeMbepP-MUHUCTP.

— Ou, [lontHecT. Bce cepresHo, ma?

— Ha camowm pene, Bame BennuecTBo, BeI MOMXKHEL CIeIaTh YTO-TO, ITOKA 00 3TOH mpobieme He
y3HaJIU B COCEOHUX CTPaHax.



— XMM... B uTore, monyyuB KOHTPOJIb HaM LIEHTPAIIbHOM YaCThI0, HACTYIIAeT BPeMs 3aBOEBaTh
BOCTOYHYIO TEPPUTOPHIO.

— Ila. 3TO He BOBPEMS, - [TOKa4an ronoBoi Mmneparop.

— M&I HU4Yero He MOXkeM caenaTh. [IONTHECT, S HOJIXKeH HeMeJIeHHO Ha3HaUYUTh KOMaHOYyIOIIET0
Nmnepckumyu maramu. CO30BUTE MUHHCTPOB.

— Koneuno. Kak u oxupnanochk, 3To 6ymet Cepua-moHO? - [JONTHECT TOBOPHII C 6ECITOKOWCTBOM B
roJoce.

— 4 He nipoTuB. [laxe C y4eTOM TOTO, UTO OHA OYEHb MOJIOfA.

— BesycioBHO.

[Tocne Toro kak [lonTHeCT yiues, MMrnepaTop OMyCTUIICS Ha TPOH.

— YepToB raynsii [aeiicy! XoTs 51 Bce paBHO cOOMPalOCh JOOUTHCS MOTHOTO TOCIOACTBA. ..

Ha anniii KoBep mafajy Kammy cies... iMiepaTop He CKpPBIBaJl CBOMX YYBCTB OTHOCUTEJIBHO [IPYTA, C
KOTOPBIM IIePEKUIT MHOTHE T'OJbI BOMHHI.
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