- Xa, HAKOHEI[-TO, THl CAOX! - CKa3aJl CTapuK, KOTOPHIM CTPENs yOUUCTBEHHRIMU MaruiecKiuMu
CTpesiaMy, 3aAbIXasicCh.

Ynri6ka mobensl IOsIBUIach Ha €To JIUIle BOIPEKHU ero TpyObIM B3[I0XaM.

Cpenu Maruu, KOTOPYI0 OH MOXKeT UCII0/Ib30BaTh, OH BEIOpan KpaTdaliliee U o0afaliee caMou
BBICOKOM YOUUCTBEHHON CIIOCOOHOCTHIO 3aKIMHAHUE.

HUKTO He MOXKeT IPUHSATE U IIePeXUTh 9T0. UMEHHO TaKOi Maruei OH ¥ BOCIIOJIL30BaJICsa. BoT
TI0YeMy CTapHK u paccrnabuics. OH He CTasl IPOBEPSITh, JeUCTBUTENbHO U Péma ymep. U 310
BBI3BasIO (paTaNbHYIO OIIHOKY.

Péma, KOTODHIN Je3Kas Ha 3eMJie, BCKOUMII, YyBCTBYS, UTO CTAPUK CHU3UI OIUTEIHHOCTD.

Ero mBuxkeHue OBIIN HEMBICTUMEL IJIs1 TOro, KTo uMeeT 100 Kr Tena. PaccTossHue MeXIy HUM U
CTApPUKOM TYT e OBIIIO IMPOMIeHO B OMHO MIHOBEHUE.

Korga CTapHUK 3aMETHUJI 3TO, OH IIOIBITAJICA IIOBTOPUTE CBOE 3aKJIMHAHKE, OMHAKO HE YCIIE]I.

- 9TOTO HE MOXKET OHITH! ATy CIIOCOOHOCTD...

*Moryu*

He6ombImoi 3ByK 9X0OM pa3fasics CclipaBa OT CTapukKa.

- I'xa...

Péma ymapun KyJ1akoM, KOTOPHIM GecroiiagHo BEIOWI BO3AYX U3 IIPABOTO JIETKOTO CTapuKa, 1
IIpepBaJl ero 3aKIuHaHUe.

910 OBIN HpOCTOfI TPIOK. [Tocne Toro Kak oH yoapuil 1o CIinHe COoJigaTa, Péma IIPUTHYJICA K 3EMIIE.

Ecnu OBl Marusi, KOTOPOM BOCIIONL30BaJICA CTApUK, Oblla OTHEM, laXKe ecyy Obl OHa He IoIaja IMpsiMo

B TE€JIO PéMI:»I, HO OH BC€ PABHO IIOJTYYHUII OBl Ol"pOMHBIfI YDPOH.

Ecmm cnyqaﬁHo Marn4eCkoe MCKyCCTBO, KOTOPO€ MCIIOJIb30BaJl CTAPHUK, 3aCTABJIAIIO OBI ITOSTBIISITHCS

KOIIbsI ¥ TPOOHMBATh UMU 3eMIII0, TO, 6€3 COMHEHUs, TelIo0 PEMEI 3TOT0 OB HEe BHIIEPKAJO.

TeMm He MeHee MarudyeckKoe UCKYCCTBO, KOTOPOE MUCII0Ib30BaJl CTapHK, SBIISIJIOChH Maruei rpoMa u
IITOPMa.



s CTapHKa 3TO Onlta TE€XHHKA, KOTOpas IIPUHOCUT BEPHYIO CMEPTh.

Tem He MeHee I'poM J1eTeIN K YEJIOBEKY C MeTaNInuecKoil OpoHel, HO PEMa TyT xKe TOJIKHYJI ero
BIIEPEN, eHCTBYSI KaK I'POMOOTBOJ; TPOM IIPOHECCS HaJl F0JI0BOM PEMEI, KOTOPHIY TOTYAC K€ HBIPHYII
BHU3.

YenoBexk - 9TO CyLIECTBO, KOTOPOE BCETrTla HEOCTOPOXKHO, faxke Oyoy4u yBepeHHHIM B cebe. CTapuk
MMeJT Ype3MEePHYI0 YBEPEHHOCTh B TOM, YTO €T0 Marus He IPOMaxHYJach, ¥ YBEPEHHOCTbh, YTO OH
yOHJI CBOET0 MIPOTUBHHUKA.

9TO OBe Bellly, B KOTOPHIX OH ORI YBEPEH, HO OHU IpuHecu nobeny Péme.

- 9#, crapuk! I'me 9T0?

OH cromMaln eMy TOJIBKO HECKONbKO pebep. OH MpuOIM3uiICs K CTapUKYy, KOTOPBIN IIPUCEIT BHU3,
mepKach 3a CBOIO MTPABYI0 CTOPOHY 06euMK pykKaMu. PéMa 3amal eMy BOIIPOC:

- I'yyy...

- 9u?

*Beku*

B xpaMe pa3pmanuchk HENPUSTHHEIE 3BYKHU, I0X0XKHKE Ha XPYCT MEPTBOM BETBHU.

PéMa ymapus CTapuka JIEBEIM JIOKTEM.

Bue3amnHo, He Koie0isich, PEMa MCIIOIb30Ba KOHYUKY ITa/IbIIeB HOT, Hallafas Ha CTapuKa C JIeBOU
CTOPOHHI.

- O#, crapuk! Trl Gygels oTBeYaTh Ha MOM Bompoc? [T0CKONBKY TH CKa3ajl MHE 4To-TO Bpope "Vmpu!"
uny "Xa, HaKOHEIl TO THI CO0X!", TH IIOHKUMAEIh, 0 YeM S TOBOPIO?

HeBunHas yneiOKa Mporibiia Ha nuile PEémel. OmHAKO M7 CTapuKa ero yiasoka Oblia 4eM-TO
CJIMIIKOM CTPAIIHbIM.

- I'yyyy...

Ho crapuk mo-mpexHeMy HU4ero He ropopmi. OH HUYETo He CKa3as U Tepren 007k, CUAs Ha
KOJIEHSX.



Bopyr Péma ymapun eiré pas, ClioMaB ellle HeCKOJIbKO pebep CTapuky.

- 9#, cTapuk. 51 He oyeHb NOOPHIM YEJIOBEK, TH 3Haemb? Kak 3To!

Péma pykoii moviMa JieBoe yXO CTapuKa U BEIBEDHYI €T0.

Ot neBoro yXa CTapHKa, KOTOPO€ Ha4YMHAJIO OTPHIBATHCA, IIOHEMHOT'Y KallaJla KPOBE.

- C-c-ctou! OmycTu CBOIO PyKY!

- Hy, xopommo. OTmycTty, TH CKa3an? JTo KOrfa 4eJIoBeK 4TO-TO CIpallrBaeT? boxe MOu... KakeTcH,
YTO, HECMOTPS Ha CBOU IIPEKJIOHHEIN BO3PACT, Thl HE ITIOHKMMaelllb, YTO HYKHO CIIyIIaTh, KOrAa KTO-TO
TOBOPHT.

OH moxasasl CBOI0 OOBIYHYIO TOHKYIO YIBIOKY, HO OJIECK OT eT0 CyKaloUIUXCs rjla3 Ka3asCs XOJI0OHEIM,
Kax Jiem.

PéMma mokazan BBEIPpaXKEHHNE, KOTOPOE OYEHb PEOKO BCTPEUYaeTCAd Y IKOJIEHUKA, YTO HEJaBHO
pal3roBapuBajl CO CBOMM OOHOKJIaCCHHUKOM.

Ero rnasa OCTDEI, a JINITO He BEIPpazKaJi0 HU4Yero, OHO BRITJIANEJIO, KaK TeaTPalJlbHasa MaCKa.

9TO0 OBITT €70 HACTOSIINN XapaKTep, KOTOPEIHA OH 0OBIYHO CTAapasCsi CKPHIBATS.

Hacrosmas npupopa 3Bepsi. Y 3TOT cTapuK ObUI IEPBOM KEPTBOM UCTUHHOTO XapakTepa PEMEI.

*Coryn*

B oqepenHoﬁ pas3 FHYXOfI 3BYK pa3faliCia CO CTOPOHEBI CTAPHUKA .

- 'yaaaaa!

3BepI/IHBIe KPHUKH BREIXOOUIIN U330 PTa CTAPHKaA.

Péma GecromamHo yoapuil I€BEIM KyJIaKoM CTapuKa, KOTOPEIX Ob pocToM 160 cM 1 Becom 60 KT ¢
IOBYX METPOB.

H3-3a TOrO, 4TO OH YOapuil CTapuKa, He OTIIYCTUB €ro yX0O, TO 3Ta YaCTh TeJla OCTAJIOCh B PyKe PéMEL.



- THI 3HAeIIb, CTapHK, OBITH IIOCIIYIITHBIM XOpOI.T.IO? MHue HY2KHO BCeT'0 JINIITb HECKOJIBKO OTBETOB, 1 3TO
3aKOHYHUTCS, THI 3TO IOHUMAEIIh?

Péma mien HaBCTpeUYy CTapuKy MeJIeHHEIM TEMIIOM.

- [To... KanyucTa, yIX, CTOH, g BCE... CKaxy...

Tak Kak y cTapuKa ObIM CcliIoMaHBI pebpa, KaXKAbli pa3, Korga OH TOBOPUJI, KPOBb BEIXO[IMJIA U3 €T0
pTa.

Ero nu1o Ov1710 TEMHO-KPACHBIM K3-3a KPOBH, KOTOPas JIMIach U3 OTOPBAHHOTO yXa.

IeficTBUTEIBHO, OH 6OJIbIIE HE MOT IEPEHOCHUTD 3Ty 00Jib. TOTa CTAPHK, Tepmsi 60JIb, HaYa
TOBOPHT.

- Oyy, s moHNMalo, 1 moHuMaro. Hy Torga oTBeTh Ha IepBBIX Bompoc. ['me 3T0?

- 9710... UMnepus... O'nToMes... KoponeBCKul gBopet.

- Umnepusa O'nromes?

YcnmiiaB oTBET CTapHKa, Ha JIKIe PEMEI TOSIBUIOCH COMHEHHUE.

Péma, KOTOpPEIH MI0OUT CoIMaibHbIE HayKH, TOPAUIICS CBOMMHU 3HAHUSIMHU 110 Teorpadui.

OH MOXKeT BhIaTh Ha3BaHUS IIOYTHU BCEX CTPaH, KOTOPHIE CYILIECTBYIOT Ha 3eMJyie. TeM He MeHee OH
He 3HaKOM CO CTpaHou o Ha3BaHueM Wmnepus O'nToMesi, KOTOPOE BHIIIO U3 YCT CTapHuKa.

- JT10... BEPHO. HpaBI/ITeHB... IHeHTpaldbHad 9aCTh 3allaJHOI'0... KOHTHHEHTaA.

[Tocrne TOro Kak CTapuk CKa3aJ 3TO, CHOBa 3aKalllJIgjICs KPOBbIO.

OH, KaxeTcs, He 3aMedall U3MeHeHus Iula PEMEL.

- Hy, Torpa cnepyrowui Bomipoc. ITouemy 51 3mecs?

- ...I-1-oTOMY 4TO... 51 TGS MpU3Bal...

- 3a06aBHO... HY, 5 TaK [yMalo... - PABHOAYIITHO OTBETUJI PEMa Ha ClI0Ba CTapukKa.



OpHakKo HUKTO He 3HAEeT, 0 4eM OH OyMall B 9TOT MOMEHT 1 YTO OINYIIaJl BHYTPHU ce0s1. HeBO3MOKHO
OBLITO 3arjIdHyTh B €TI0 PAa3yM.

- Mitak, TpeTuii BOIpOC... TaK KaK 9TO caMas BaxKHas MMpobjeMa... OTBeTh Ha Hero MpaBHIbHO. ITO
3HAUUTEJILHO TOBIMSET Ha TO, 4TO OymeT ¢ ToOoM fanblie! - ckazaB 3T0, PEMa mocMoTpesna Ha
CTapuKa. - Mory s BEepHYTHCS B CBOM ITePBOHAYAJIbHEIA MUD?

Ero rosoc ObIsT CITIOKOEH. XOTS eT0 I'ojIoc 3By4as u rpy6o, Ho He OBIJIO YyBCTBA, YTO KTO-TO
IIPUHYXKJaeT OPYroro 4ejaoBeKa, Hao00pOT, YTO KTO-TO Pa3roBapuBall ¢ 6JIM3KUM 3HAaKOMBIM. TeM He
MeHee UMEHHO 3TO Jiefiajio ero 60jiee CTPalIHbIM.

Cepane ctapuka 6uock Tak, Kak 6yaTo coOupanock B3opBaThCs. TOTBKO celyac uMejl MECTO BOIIPOC
0 TOM, O YEM CTApUK He XOTeJI OOJIbIIIe CITbIIIATh.

CTapI/IK CYHUTAJI, 4YTO COBPAB, OH CMOZKET BBIZKHUTH B 3TOM Y2KdCHOM MeCTe.

"[ToyIXKeH JIU 1 CKa3aTh, YTO OH MOXKET BEPHYThCA? HeT, roBOps 0 XeJlaHUM BEPHYTHCS, OH, HOJIZKHO
OBITh, 3aX04YEeT BEPHYTHCS KaK MOXKHO CKopee. Eciu 3T0 Tak, TO 4UTO 5 [OIXKEeH eMy cKa3aThk? [JonmkeH
7Y §1 TI0OBeaTh €MY, UTO HY2KHO BpeMs A IOATOTOBKuU?"

Bynyuu rnaBoii KoposieBCKUX Maros Mmnepuu O'nTomesi, KOTOPOro Ha3elBaroT MO3roM O'JIToMeH,
laiterry BopknaHgoM, OH He MOXKET ObITh YOUT IIPOCTHIM IIPOCTOIIONUHOM. Beb Ha Iiedyax cTapuka
nexut oynymee UMmepuu.

"Kak u 0XuAanoch, HET APYroro crnocoba, KpoMe KakK TSHYTh BPeMs... COIIATEI IPUAYT, €CIIH
3aMeTsT, YTO 4YTO-TO He Tak".

laiienry, KOTOPHIM OTYasTHHO TPUAYMEIBAJI CI10co6, 60psich ¢ 6OMIBI0 OT TTepesioMa KOCTel, 3aMeTuI,
YTO Y HETO Ha I1ee ObITH TaibLbl PEMEL.

- Crapuk, THl He UMeelllb IIpaBa JiraTh, XOpoIno? & BUXKY TBOIO JI0XKb...

Péma nocmotpen Ha nuro [alieny, xBaTasl ero 3a BOJIOCHL.

- YT... 10XKb... THl TOBOPUIIIb...

- Trl mymaens 06 3TOM, BEpPHO?

[Tocye TOYHOTO BEIBOJIA O TOM, O YEM pa3MbIIsii "atielry, PEéMa mpomomKut:

- TBOsI KpOBB. TH OTIACAEIILCS, YTO 5 y3HAIO TBOIO JIOXKE, KOO TBOH IYJIbC YCKOPHIICS.



Ha camowm fene, peub PéMEI - 3TO TONBKO On1ed.

OH ompefeieHHO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO IIYJILC CTapuKa OBLICTPO BO3POC, HO OH He 3HaJI, YTO 9TO KM3-3a TOTO,
YTO TOT IIBITAJICSI COBPATh UJIM M3-3a MIEPEJIOMOB KOCTEH, UTK U3-3a CTpaxa CTapuka K Péme.

Opuako Péma Ovlnt yBepeH. Benb BrIpazkeHHe cTpaxXa IOSIBUJIOCH Ha JIMIle CTApUKa JIUIIh TOra, KOraa
OH 3afiaJl TPETUU BOIIPOC.

Ipyrumu cioBaMu, KakoB ObI He ObITT OTBET, st PEMEI 9T0 61710 OB T110X0. BUfisi, 9TO CTAapUK HE
Cpasy oTpearupoBaj Ha HETo, 3TO 3HAYHUIIO, YTO OH 00yMaJl 3TO, MEITAsICh BHIPBATHCS U3 MAHHOMN
CUTYaIIUH.

- T-T-THI yONIOOOK... 3TO... TaKas CIIOCOOHOCTb...

- Centuac, ceiiyac rosopu MHe. {1 MOry BepHYThCA? Wy g1 He MOry BepHYThCA?

laiierry, 9yBCTByS ce0s yKaCHO BCTPEBOXKEHHBIM, HAKOHEI-TO OTKPHLI POT.

Ha ero muile mossBUI0OChH BRIPDazKeHune, Kak 6y,'E[T0 €ro TOIIUJIN.

- 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO... II0 KpalHEX Mepe... s TaK AyMalo...

- ®ymy... Hy, s Mor morapmaThCsi, CMOTPS Ha TBOe OTHOIIeHue. ECu 3TO Tak, TO eCTh I KaKOH-HUOYIb
crtocol [i71si MeHST BEPHYThCS?

['HeB HUKOIIa He IMOSBIIAJCS Ha JIUIle PéMtI. Ilaxe mocJse Toro, Kak oH BEICIIYIIIAJI 3THU OTYAsIHHEIE
CJIOBA CTAPHKaA, €r0o TOH IIO-IIPE2KHEMY 3By4dadll CIIOKOMHO.

"Uro...? [ToueMy oH He 37muTCSA? [IoueMy OH He UyBCTBYeT ce0Osi MOTPSICEHHBIM?" - B CO3HaHUU [aliely
CTpax CTaHOBUJICS BCE OOJIbIIIE.

OH npuskbBaj, mo MeHbiier Mepe, 100 yeroBek U3 APyroro Mupa, HO He OBITI0O HUKOTO, ITOJ0OHOT0
eMy.

IIo cux I1op OOJILITHHCTBO IIPU3BAHHBIX JIIOMEeH, KOTOPERIE YK€ IIOHAIN, YTO C HUMHU ITPOUCXOOHUJIIO,
IIPOCTO Ha4aJId TIaHUKOBATh U HAIIBIIIIEHHO I'OBOPHUTE... KoneuHo, oHR 6YJIYT OCTAHOBIJIEHEI COJIfaTaMHU
1 HEe CMOT'YT HU4YETO COeJiaTh, a Faﬁeuy CMOZKET HaJIOZKHUTh Ha HUX IIPOKJIATHE II€YaThb pa6a.

Cpe;m IIPU3BIBAE€MEIX nmogen OBLTIM U T€, KTO daBall OIOyINEeHne OIIaCHOCTH OJIs Faﬁeuy " OCTAJIbHBIX.
TeM He MeHee, OHU He MMOOXOOUIIH OJIf poiu cojigar.



[Tocne 3axBaTa conpaTaMy, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHU ITafjaloT HUll K ['aiteny. Ho Momomoit yenosex,
KOTOPBIN CTOSIJI TIEPET HUM, COBCEM APYTOM.

XoTs 0H ObIJI IPH3BaH, OH Cpa3y yOUJI YeThIpex Coaart.

- U-u3... MOUX... 3HAHUH... HET... IPYTOro IMyTH... faXKe B APYTUX CTPaHaX.

B To BpeMmsi, Kak B HeM BO3HMKa/IM pa3Hbie BONMPOCH], ['alielly CMOT OTBETUTDb Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC.

- Tel MOKeIlb TPHU3BaTh, HO He MOXKEITh BepPHYTh 00paTHO, ma? ITouemy?

- 9... 9710... - ny7nbc alielly cTaHOBUJICS BCe OBICTpeEe.

"9TO MJI0X0... YTO XOPOIIIETO 5 JOJIXKEH CKa3aTh? YTO 5 JOJIKEH CKa3aThb, YTOOBI BEIKUTH?"

Talienly He 3HaJI, 4TO OTBETUTH PEMe U B pe3y/ibTaTe BHIKUTS.

o cux mop PéMa He maaua CBOETro ONIOHEHTA, YTO 3aCTaBisIo [alielly MOHATh, KaKOU OH
XJIaHOKPOBHHIM YEJI0BEK.

Y ceiiyac, eciid OH IIPABIUBO OTBETHUT Ha BOIPOC, 3TOT OeCCepIeydHEIH YeI0BEeK HE OCTAaBUT €ro
0OJIbIlIE B KUBBIX.

Ynribka nosBunIach Ha nuile PEMEI mocnie Toro, Kak ['aiielly 3aMeTus1, 4To OH Konebancs.

- OyMy... KaxkeTcs, 4To [sl TeOs 0Y4eHb TPYAHO OTBETUTD... TOTAA JIafHO. 3HAUUT, I 0TBeuy 3a Tebs! -
n3-3a cnoB Pémel, Belpaxkenue [alielly 3aCThIIO OT CTpaxa U yOWBIIEHUS.

Cepaie y Hero 3a0uiIoCch Tak, 6y[ITO XOTEJI0 BEIPBAThCS U3 IPYOH.

"9TOro He MOXKeT OBITh... HET, OH He MOT IIOHSTh. BeIb OH - YeJI0BeK, KOTOPBIM TOIBKO YTO IIPUOKLT U3
opyroro mupa..."

Opnako xkenanue [adienty He cObl10Ch. C710Ba, KOTOPHIE BEIXOAUIIN 30 PTa PEMBI, IJIs1 HETO 3ByYallH,
KaK IIpUIalleHue B af.

- TexHUKY, 4TOOHI OTIIPABUTH YeJI0BeKa B IPYTOM MUD, He CYIIeCTBYET, ¥ 3TO 3HAUUT, BO3MOXKHO, UTO
HeT HUKaAKOT'0 CMEIC]Ia ITOChIIaTh Hac 00paTHO? B KOHIle KOHIIOB, HET HUKAKOT'0 CMEBICTIA ITOCHIIaTh
TPy 00paTHO, BOT ITOUYEMY BBI, JTFO[U, HE UCCIEN0BAIA METOM, YTOOH OTIIPAaBUTh HAac o6paTHO. BoT
1I0YeMy HU Y OOHOU HallU¥ HEeT HUKAKOro crocoba [yist, 4ToOsl BepHYThCS. Benpb Tak, BepHo? Kak ke
tak! {1 omubarocs?
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