TeHkarekoky OBIJT pOOUHOM 671arOPOJHOXBOCTOT0 HAPOJa, Packl TOPALIX JIMCOB-IIOIYIIONEH,
M3BECTHBIX TaKXkKe KaK KepHUaHITEl. ITO Oblyia HeOoIbIlast CTpaHa B BOCTOYHOM YaCTH KOHTUHEHTA
Andupn. [Tpupona 61arocioBuiia Ux, ¥ IOKOJIEHUS MYAPHIX IpaBUTeel chOpMUPOBaIK 30eCh CBOIO
YHUKaIbHYIO KyJIbTypy. f, TeHKo AMallyku, Oblia Jouephio B CEMbe BOMHOB, 3AIUIIABIINX HAIITY
BEJIMKYIO CTPaHy U ee MOHapxoB. [1o71 pyKOBOACTBOM CBOel MaTepu TeHKH, KOTOpas CYuTanach
CUJIbHEUIINM MeYHUKOM TeHKareKoky, S pacKphljia TajlaHT (GeXTOBaIbIIUKa yKe B MATUIIETHEM
BOo3pacTe. BOT mouyeMy s HUKOT[Ia HE COMHeBaiach, YTO CTaHy BEIMKMM BOMHOM, KaK MOS MaTh, 1
Oyny 3auminaTh UMIIepaTopa U CBOI0 cTpaHy. OfmHaKO MOU eTCKasi CaMOyBEPEHHOCTh U TOPAOCTh
OBLIM TIOJTHOCTHIO PA3PYIIEHH B TOT OeHb, KOTHA B HAIly MUPHYIO CTPaHy BTOPIJIUCH KPYITHEIE CHIIHI
phiapest u3 TemHOro opgena Omyca.

Kpukwu, 31m00HOe phlYaHKe ¥ IPeICMepPTHEIE BOIUIN 3aI0IHSIJIN MBUTAIOIINE IBOPEIl, OHH
TIepenyeTaNuch CO 3ByKaMy pacCeKaBIIelCcs MJI0TH, IOMaBIIUXCS KOCTEN U JIs13ra OT
6ecmopsimouHoro 60st Ha Medax. KpoBb ITpouBajach CHOBa M CHOBa, OyATO MOPe KPaCHAIX ITBETOB
pacmyckarsno cBou O0yToHEL. Tema Moero Hapona 0wy pa30pocaHsl moBciony. Ha Moux rina3ax cMepTh
IpeBpaTuiIach B KIyOuBIIyiocs Gypio XKeCTOKOCTH, OHa MpUHSJa 00/IUK phILlaps B YePHBIX JOCIIeXax u
naine. S HUKorga He 3a0yny KpecTooOpa3HEIM 3HAK Ha ero IieMe. Prillaps epenoHsiia TeMHas
MaHa, ¥ JIUIIb OT ero MPUCYTCTBUS CTAHOBUIOCH TPYAHO AbIMaTh. OH OBl Oog00€H BUXPIO, KOTa
pa3MaxuBaj CBOMM CTPAIIHBIM IIMHHEIM Me4YOM, KaXKIbIM eT0 yaap YHOCUT XKU3HU MOUX TOBAPUILEH.
Bce, KTO 3amuian ABopel uMIepaTopa, ObIu CUIbHBIMUA U TOPABIME 671aropogHOXBOCTHIMU. £
O6oroTBopuia WX U CTPeMHUJIaCh CTaTh TaKoM xKe. Ho HUKTO U3 HUX HE CMOT IIPOTHBOCTOSITh TEMHOMY
prIIapio. [ITMHHKIM MEYOM OH MPOCTO Pa3bpoca uX, Kak TPAMUYHBIX KYK0Jl. OHU CIIOBHO IBITAIMChH
cmepxkath OyIyoIyio 6ypio, UCIIOIb3Ysl TOINBKO CBOE TEJIO.

— A... a... — 3auWKaacs 5, CXXUMas Med B pyKax ¥ HabIromast 3a MpoucXoasamuM. Moux monein
XJITADHOKPOBHO PYOMIH, ITOKa OHU OTYASTHHO CPaXKaJjIuCh, a 1 HUYETo He [ellalia, MPOCTO TpemeTania,
Oymy4u cBUOeTereM 3TUX COOBITHH. [lake Korma uxX KPoBb 3a0phi3rajia MHE JIUIIO, T He CMOTJIa
TIOIIEBETUTLCS, YTOORI ee cTepeTh. K 9TOMy BpeMeHU BeCh OXBaUEHHEIN SPKO-KPACHLIM IJITaMEeHEM
IBOpeI] HallOMUHAJT afiCKyI0 KapTUHY. Buaneke s yciblana myM, KpUKY, 3BOH MedYel u
nyIIepasgupalolye BOIUIM BO BpeMst OUTBEI MEXKIYy MOMM HAapPOLOM U TEMHBIMHU PHIIIAPSIMH.
Kakodonus 60iiHM U pe3HH, Ka3anoch, OblIa U3 APYroro Mupa.

— Ax... — 4 Oblla eIMHCTBEHHOM BBIXKMBILEN M3 MOET0 Hapoda K TOMY BpeMeHHU, KaK 0CO3Hasa 3To.
He npousnectu uM 6osnbire cioB. OHM TOHYNIH B JIy2KaX KPOBU. A B IIEHTPe BCETO CTOSITT TEMHBIN
pHIIIaph ¥ CMOTPEJI Ha MeHs. fl MTHOBEHHO IT0YYBCTBOBaJla, Kak 110 BCEMY TeIy pa3/iuiach 4epHas
aypa CMepTH, U OIyTHuJa, KaK OHa MaHUT MeHs. CKBO3b IPOpe3b B KO3BIPLKE IIJIeMa, Ha KOTOPOM
OBLT BEITPABAPOBAH KPECT, XOJIOOHbEIE KaK CTajlb I'Jla3a CMOTPENIA Ha MeHS, CJIOBHO OIleHHBas. OTOT
B3TJISA pa30uiI MoOu cepple U ayiry Bapebe3ru. MaTh C eTCTBa MpUydnsia MeHsl OBITh CUJIBHOM, U
noka s 6biy1a pebeHKoM, To cuuTasa cebs TakoBoii. {1 cobuparnach MOCBATUTH Ce0s 3allluTe HAIIero
IIpaBUTENS U ropauiiack 3TuM. OJHaKO B TOT MOMEHT, KOTZla IIepefio MHOK HaBHCJIa yTpo3a CMePTH,
BCEe MOM I'OPHOCTb U YBEPEHHOCTh PACTBOPUIIUCS.

— Het! — moBTOpsiia 51 CHOBA ¥ CHOBA, 0TOPACHIBAsi CBOIO KaTaHy ¥ HEJIOBKO Mafas Ha CIUHY,
JKayl00HO BCXJIMIIBIBAS ¥ OTCTYTIAs Ha3apd. Y MeHs He 0CTaJI0Ch HU Karlu 60eBOro ayxa. f 6osimacs.
Bosimace TeMHOTrO0 phiiaps, 60s1ack CMePTH. 4 He X0Tela yMUPATh.

TeMm BpeMeHeEM TEMHBIA PEILIaPb CIIOKOMHO IIEJI KO MHE C IMOOHATBHIM MEYOM.



— Hert! He nogxopu! Mama! Criacu MeHsI, MamMa! — KpudaJa 5, Kadas TOJIOBOY U IIJlaya Kak
n306asioBaHHBEIA PEOEHOK.

BOpyr 4To-TO MPOHECTIOCH B Bo3ayxe. COOKY BEICKOUMIIA OTarOpOOHOXBOCTAS KEHIIKMHA B OfeXK e
BOMHA, IIPOJIeTelIa 10 BO3AyXy U CMeJo 6pocuiach Ha TeMHOTO peirfaps. OH OTIPHITHYT Ha3af,
VKJIOHSISICh OT ee OCTPOTO KJIMHKA, a MJIMHHOBOJIOCAs XeHINHHA TPAlli03HO IPU3EeMIINIIACh U 3aKphIa
MeHS CO0OH.

— Tenxko! Trl B nopsinke?! CraBa 6ory, s Haia Tebs!

— M-mama! — JTta XKeHIKUHA ¢ 67TarOPOIHBIM XBOCTOM OBllla MOel MaTepbio, TeHKH, CUIIbHEHIITNM
BOMHOM TeHKarekoKy, MOTYIIeCTBEHHOM, MOOpOM — TeM 4eJI0BeKOM, KOTOPOTO 5 yBaKajla BCeM
CepaleM U [0 TriyOuHb gyuru. Ta, KOTo s 00Jblile BCEro X0Tesla YBUAETh, BOT TaK MOSBUIACh U
HaIOJIHUIA Moe cepfle pagocThio. [IoMHIO, s mogyMaria, 4YTO eC/Id MaMa OKaXKeTCs PSgoM, TO BCe
OymeT XOopoIIo.

— Mama? — Korpa s npucMoTpesnach K Hel, TO yBUea, YTO BCe ee TeJI0 Y2KaCHO U3PaHEHO.
OneraHTHHIM 60€BOM HapsM, KOTOPHIM 51 TaK BOCXMINlalach, Pa30pBaH B KJI0YbsS U OKpallleH KpacHBIM
IIBETOM B HECKOJIbKMX MecTax. MaMa Oblyla 04eHb CUJIbHOM, U TO, YTO OHA OBbl/Ia TaK paHEeHa,
3aCTaBUJIO0 MO CTpPax, 0 KOTOPOM $I y2Ke IOYTH 3a0blya, BHOBb TPOOYIUTHCS.

— Bce B mopsimke, Terko! f mo3abouych, 4ToOH B 6€301MaCHOCTY 0Ka3ajach X0Ts Obl Th! — TskKeno
OBIIIA ¥ TIISIAS Ha TEMHOT'O PHIIAPS, MaTh BCTala B 60EBYIO MO3UIIUIO C KIMHKOM B HOXKHAX. JDTO Obia
TEXHHUKA, KOTOPO¥ OHA Bafesa jyd4iie Bcero. He 65110 HUKOTO, KTO CMOT OBl YKJIIOHUTHCST OT €€ yaapa
13 HOXKEH, KOTJla OHA BRIXBAThIBAJIa KJIIMHOK. DTOMY TEMHOMY pHIIIapio KoHel. OJHaK0, MOXKeT OBITS,
3TO JIUIIL MOe BooOpaXkeHue, HO... pyKa MOel MaTepu Apoxkana. He MoxeT Takoro 6bITh. HUKTO B
MHpe He MOT ofiepKaTh Haf Hel Bepx. IToka s cMOTpesa Ha Hee, HafesCh ¥ MOJISICh, TEMHEBIH PHILIaph
3aroBOPHII:

— Cpaaiics, TeHKH AMaI_Iy'KI/I. KOpOJ’IeBCKaH CeMbd, KOTOPYIO ThHI TBOU HapPOA TaK IIOYHTAJIH,
MEepPTBa, OHU IIaJik OT MO€eM PYKH.

— Yt0? — { He MoOTJIa TOBEPUTE B TO, YTO TOBOPHUJI phILlaph. f MOANOsI3/ia K HoraM MaTepu 1
3arIsiHyJla eyl B JIML0, HaflesiCh, 4YTO OHa OyJeT oTpulaTh CKazaHHOe. OOHAKO CJe3bl, XJIBIHYBIINE U3
ee I7a3, ¥ UCKA3uBIleecs OT CTHIAA JIUIO MOATBEPAUIN IIPABOTY €T0 CJIOB.

— Tenkarekoky main. Y Te06s 6obllle HET IPUYUH O0POTHCS, — 3asBUI PHIIAPh, fenas el 0obHee.

— JT0 ele He KOHeI[! — SIPOCTHO KpHYaJia OHa. — JTO elrle He KoHel]! MHe 00JIbIlie HEKOTO
3aluIIaTh, HO 9TOro pebeHKa s B 00umy He mam!

HamomnHssICh SIPOCTHOM 9HEepruel, MaMa IIarHyja Bepe[, YTOOH 3aluTUTh MeHs. OMHAKO BO BCEM
3TOM OBLJIO YTO-TO CTPaHHOe. [ToyeMy-To, KOrfa s CMOTpejia Ha Hee, BO MHe He 0CTaBaJIOCh HANeXK kL.
Hamportus, g cnoBHO Habmogasna 3a 6a004YKo, IomaBlIel B ay4by CETH.



— Tenxo, 6eru! 4 ero 3aepXKy, a Thl TPOCTO BLIXKUBH!

— M-maMma... — B 9TOT MOMEHT BCe CTalo pacCIIEIBYaThIM, Kak B TyMaHe, MaMa uc4e3ya, 6pOCUBLIINCH
BIepeq. BLICTPHIM ITaroM, Ij1aBHO Bpalas OegpaMy, OHa BhIXBaTHJla Med, TEKIIUY KakK IOTOK. f
BOCXUIIIa7aCh MaMUHOM TEXHUKOM OBICTPOr0 0OHaXKeHUsS Meda ¥ CTPpeMUIach K Hel. Jle3pue
BBICKOJIB3HYJIO U3 HOXKEH CO B3PHIBHOU CKOPOCTHIO U CePeOPSHOM Ayroi YCTPEMHUIIOCH K IlIee TEMHOTO
priaps. OT Takoro He yBepHYThCS. HUKTO B MUpe He CMOT OBl 9TOTO CHENaTh.

OpHako...

— Iypa, — CKa3aj TeMHHIH PHIApPh U B CJIeAyolee MIHOBEHHE CO CBUCTOM OKA3aJICs IMO3agu MOoew
MaTepH, CIIUHOM K Hel U C yKe 3aHeCeHHKIM MedoM. OOBIYHO MOCJIe TOr0, KaK MaMa JI0CTaBasia Med u
HAHOCHJIa yap, OHa OCTaBajlaCh COBEPIIEHHO HEMOOBUKHOM. Ho ceifiyac ee Teno ObIIO MOX0XKE Ha
MapPHOHETKY, Y KOTOPO¥H TOJIBKO UTO Iepepe3ar HUTOYKY, Med BEITIAJ U3 ee PyKu. ['pynb Obina
paccedeHa I10 JUarOHaIM, a U3 PaHb MPAYHOM KPAcOTOM PaclyCTHUIIACh anas Kpacka. OHa ymana
TI0CJIe TOTO, KaK ee BHIPBAJIO0 KPOBbIO.

— Mawma?! — 4 3a6rbia po Bce, 6Gpocunach K Heil U puxkasack K Teny. Brino sScHO, 4TO HaHeCeHHast
eil B Tpyab paHa cMepTenbHa. CracTu ee ObIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO. — MaMma, HeT! [lepKuch!

¢ Uik MTaKaja ¥ Mmiakana. Mama, Oyoydu Ha IOC/IefHEM U3ObIXaHUH, IPOTSIHYIA APOKABIIYIO PYKY
Y KOCHYJIaCh MO€Y ILEeKU.

— IIpoctu mens, TeHko. 4 He cMmorya Te0s 3alIUTUTL. MHE Tak XKallb.

— Her, He ymupaii! He nokupnait mens, mam! — 4 He yOexkana 1 He 6oposack. S pacTomnTana MaMUHO
JKeJlaHue, pagy KOTOPOro OHa PUCKHYJA CBOEH XKM3HbI0. f TOIBKO IpuKajach K HeX U MPofoiKaia
IJIlaKaTh Kak peOeHoK. HakoHel] TEMHEBIN PHIIaph BCTal PSAIOM CO ITOMABIEHHON MHOW U MEJIEHHO
TIOMHSII Mey.

kekk

— Va-a-ax?! — B 3TOT MOMEHT $ IPOCHYJIach ¥ C KPUKOM IOACKOUYMIIa Ha KpoBaTu. Kpaewm rinasa g
yBUpeNa, KakK JJIBUH OTHEpHYJa PyKy, KOTOPYIO AepkKasa y MeHs Ha 10y, ¥ u3fajia TOHEHbKUM
BCKPHK. I BCS IIPOMOKJIa 13-3a TOT'0, YTO BCIIOTENIA BO CHE. f1 OTysiiesiack BOKPYT, YyBCTBYS OMeHUe
cOoOCTBEHHOTO CepAlla — eIMHCTBEHHOI0 HCTOYHKKA IIIyMa B TUIIMHE. S HaX0ulach B CBOEH
KOMHaTe B OalrHe-001eKUTHH Kacca biuil, pacnoiokeHHOY Ha HUKHEM YpoBHe 3aMKa KanbBaHuU
B CEBEPO-BOCTOYHOM ero 4acTu. Kpome KpoBaTu ¢ OangaXxdHOM, MUCEMEHHOT'0 CTOJIa, IKada, KaMUHa
M KOBPa, 3[1eCh He OBLIJI0 HUYETO, 3aCTyKUBAIOIIEero 0co000ro BHUMaHUs. V3 3apelieyeHHOT0 OKHa B
rinyOuHe KOMHATH OBIJIO BUIHO elIle JOBOJIbHO TeMHYI0 yiully. CTpesKu MeXxaHUYeCKUX 4acoB B YTy
TIOKa3kIBaJIM, UTO ceiiyac paHHee yTPO, COMHIIE ellle He B301U10. HacTeHHbIe TOICBEYHUKY C
Marv4yecKMMU KaMHSIMU U3JTydasiy BOMIIeOHbIH CBET, €1a00 OCBeIllaBIIKdii MO0 TYCKJTylI0 KOMHATY.
[TepeBenst mbIxaHue, s 00paTUIach K IJIBUH, OTUETO €€ PECHUITEI OPOTHYIIH.



— 9-3-9, 9nBUH? YTO TH 3[€Ch Jeflaellb TakK paHo? — f yBuUfena, 4YTo Ha Hel Owina opma
OpyXeHocClla Halllel akagemMuu — KoposeBcKolM akafieMuy MarudecKux peitjapeii KanbpaHuu.
OpHako [y Havasa 3aHATHH ObLIO ellle CIUIITKOM PaHo.

— TeHKO, Bce HOpMaJIbHO? — CKa3asia JJIBUH, 3ariisigbiBasi MHE B JIUIIO C 00€CITOKOEHHKIM BuioM. — C
CETOOHSIITHETO OHS THI XOTeJla HayaTh IIPOCHIIAThCS PaHbllle OCTANTbHBIX U 3aHUMAThCS
CaMOCTOSITEJIbHO, IIOMHHUIIL? TH ITOITPOCKIIa MEHS [eaTh 9TO BMecTe C TOOOM.

— On... — CrioBa OIBUH 3aCTaBUIM MOM 3aTyMaHEHHbIE MBICIA Pa30M IPOSICHUTLCA. — [IpocTu
MeHs, InBUH! YTo XKe 9T0 co MHOU?! — 4 cHsma HOYHOoe Oenbe U Opocumack K mkady. — A ceitdac
JKe MIPUTOTOBIIIOCh. [lall MHe BCEro MSATh MUHY... Byax! — B clelke Mou HOTH 3aIllyTallUCh, U g
KYBBHIPDKHYJIaCh Ha KOBPE.

— Xa-xa-xa. Paccnabbcs, Terko. {1 Te6s nogoxay. — JIBUH XUXUKHYJIA U IPOTSHYJA PYKY, YTOOHL
IIOMOYb MHE IIOJHSATHCS.

— VX, mpocTH MeHs 3a BCe 9T0. — MHe ObIJI0 0YeHb CTHIIHO, II03TOMY 5T OTKpPBIIA IKad u cTaia
OBICTPO TTepeoaeBaThCs B GOPMY OPyKEHOCIIA.

— U Bce-Taku, TeHKO... HeyXKeJu Tebe OmsSITh CHUIUCH KOUIMaphl? — HECKOJIbKO MPAYHO CIIPOCHIIA
ONBUH, KOT/Ia 5 IPOCYHYJa PYKX B pyKaBa (opMel. — MEHI y2Ke He CIIMM BMeCTe, KaK pPaHblle, Koraa
OLLIX OeTbMHU, HO... TeOe Bce elle CHUTCSA Ta HOYb?

— WHorpma, — coBpara . [1o KaKoi#-TO MpUYKHe OHa CHHUIJIAaCh MHE 0YEHb 4acTo.

IToxoxke, u3-3a HEOOIBLIIOTO U3MEHEHUSI B MOEM rojioce JIBUH Bce nougna. C 00ecroKoeHHEIM
BhHIpaXkKeHMUEM NIHIla OHa CKa3ala:

— 4 TaKk ¥ 3Hana. Tel BEITJISIAeIa KaKOK-TO yCTaBIlel. Thl Belb U TaK 04YeHb MHOTO TPEHMUPOBAACh,
oa? Tak 4To...

— 4 B mopsimKe! — cKasana s, IOBLICUB I'0JI0C, YTOOHI ITpepBaTh INBUH. — 4 coOUpPaIOCh CTaTh
priapeM! f momxHa pabGoTaTh ropasfo ycepaHee, ueM ceidiyac! ONBUH, TH Ke JyMaelllb TOYHO TaK
xe?!

— T-TaxK 37To0... fl... — 3aUKHYJIach JJIBUH, a IIOTOM 3aMOjI49ajia CO CTPAHHHIM BhHIpaXkKeHUEM Nula.
IIPOOIKasia TOBOPUTH, UTOOR! IIIBUH GOJIbIIIE HUYETO HE CKa3asa.

— Bce B mopsmke! {4 B mopsinke! B o6mieM, st 3akoHYmNIa nepeogeBatbes! [aBaii, mobexanu! Ceromus
s cHOBa Oymy cTapaThcs 130 Bcex cuil! ExxeqHeBHBIE YIIOPHBIE TDEHUPOBKY IPUOIU3SIT MEHS K TOMY,

yTOORI CTaTh HacTOSIIUM pritlapeM! ITomnu! — cka3ana 51, moaTankuBas JnBuH. OHa BHITTISOENA Tak,
CJIOBHO XOTeJla ellle YTO-TO pacCKa3aTh, U MBI BBHIIIIA U3 MOEW KOMHATEL.
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910 mpaBpa. f moJKHA CTaTh phapeM. f [omKHa 9TO caeiaTh, YTOOH 3alUTUTD 3Ty CTPaHy U
3alUTUTh JIBUH. Henb3st 6€CIIOKOUTLCS O TOM, YTO MHE IIPUAETCS HEMHOTO HANpSI4bCs, S He MOTY
HBITB TI0 3TOMY IIOBOY, TIOTOMY YTO COOMpAOCh CTATh prillapeM. U Bce-Takwu...
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