- ...MHe 0o4eHb XKallb 3a TO, YTO CETOOHSA TaK MHOTI'0 YEr0 IIPOM30IIIIIO.

WunKka onmycTuia rojioBy nepen PE, KOTOPEHIM cupen Ha KPOBaTH.

- Aax, HeT. He Tak 1 MHOTO...

OTBeTHB Tak, Pé ornsmencs B KOMHaTe, B KOTOPOU OH HAaXOOUJICS - B KOMHaTe Bepmymona.

BHYyTpH KOMHATHI HAXOOUIIUCh CTOJI, CTYJI ¥ OfHA IOJIKa. [I0CKOIbKY IOMMMO HUX TaM HaXOOUJIaCh
JIUIIb OOHA KPOBaTh, KOMHATY HeJb3s ObIJI0O Ha3BaTh XOPOIIO 06CTaBieHHOM. [IpocTaTa 9ToM
KOMHATHI, U3 KOTOPO# OyATo OBl IIBITAMUCh YOPaTh BCE NUIIHEE, Ka3aloCh, MpeacTaBsiia co0oi
JINYHOCTH Bepmypmona.

Jlvirs UTpoBast MOCKA, HAaXOOWBINASICS Ha CTOJIe, OblIa KCKITI0UeHuEeM. XOTSI C IPYTOd CTOPOHEHI, He
Ka3aJioCh, YTO OHa Obljia MocTaBjIeHa Tyna 3abaBkl pagu.

- UT0-TO CIIy4YUNoCh?

- Hu... Hert, HUUYeTO.

Pé mpucTanbHO MOCMOTPENT Ha UTPOBYIO NOCKY. EC/TM OH IpaBUTbHO IIOMHWII, OHA UCIIOJIb30BajIach
[IJIsT HAaCTOJIbHOM UTPHI, KOTOPYIO IPemioxkuil BepMmynon. B Hell UCIIOb30BaIUCh Pa3IuyHbIe
GUTypKH, Ha KOTOPHIX OB M300pakeHbl pa3Hble TMYHOCTH U packl ApMuu Koposns [JeMOoHOB.



TeMm He MeHee, Ha JAHHHIM MOMEHT Ha NOCKE B 3TOM KOMHATe ObIIM Pa3MeIleHs! JINIIE IBe PUTYPKH -
Bepmymosna u PoKyHEL. YBUIEB 9TH CYACT/IMBO BEICTPOEHHEIE B IMHUIO Be QUTYPKHU, Pé 3amonmuan u
3afyMarcs.

OH He IIOMHHJI, YTO TaM JOJIKHO OBLI0 CTOSITh 00BIYHO. OH He 3HalJl, OBLTIO JIM 9TO M3-3a TOr0, 4TO
BOCCTAHOBJIEHUE TTAMSITH He OLII0 3aBEePUIEHO, UJIN IIOTOMY 4YTO BepMynon He IIOMHHUJI 3TOro C CaMOro
Ha4alla, HO OHdXKe B 3TOM CilIy4ae, 3TH BEICTPOECHHEIE (I)I/Il"ypKI/I HaBOIOMIIN €r0 Ha OHpeHeHéHHHe
MBICJIX.

- Ou, Uuuka...

-Yto?

Korga P€ oTBEnN B3T/IsAO OT JOCKM, OH 3aMeTuJI, YTO0 MYUKY Ha €€ MpeXHeM MeCTe yxKe He OBIIIo.
OrnsgHyBUINCH, OH YBHOET, YTO OHA IOAOIIa K CTOJTy BepMyzosa u mopeijiach B MaJeHbKOM KOPOOKe.

- 9-3M... A UTO Iejaenb?

- X04y 4yTh yNIy4LUIUTH 0OCTaHOBKY.

CxkazaB 3to0, Muuka yOpasna ¢urypky PoKyHBI C JOCKH U TIOJI0XKUJIa €€ B KOPOOKY, a B3aMeH, 10CTaB
burypky cebst camoii, OHa ITOCTaBuIa €€ psimoM ¢ Bepmynonom. [TocMOTpeB Ha 3TO ¥ KUBHYB, OHa
IOBEpHYJa 00e GUTYPKHU JIUI[OM APYT K APYTY... HO TI0CJIe HEKOTOPOT'0 MOJTYaHUsI BHOBD ITOBEPHYJIA UX
nuioM Brepéq. [Tocne aToro, Kyma-To yopaB KOpoOKY, OHa, 0OCTaBasich 0€3pa3MM4HOM, TOBEPHYIach K
Pe.

- HpOCTI/ITe. Bo3MoxHO, 13-3a CGI"OI[HH].HHGI:I 61/ITBBI, HO JZ[I/I3aI7IH HWHTEPhEPA KOMHATEI CTaJl HEMHOI'O
HEOIIPATHBIM.



- AX, BO-BOT Kak... Torga HU4ero He IIOfeJlaelllb.

- IIa, HU4ero He Iofeaelllb.

Yro-To BHYTpH P€ 1menTano, 4To eMy Jiydllle He CJIeAyeT T'OBOPUTH UTO-TO OecTakTHOe. Y oUYTH B TO
JKe BpeMsl OH YyBCTBOBaJI, YTO 9TO 3[0POBO, YTO OH HUUETO JIMIIHETr0 He cKa3as. He cienosano
crpamuBaTh 00 OTHOIIEHUSX POKyHEI 1 Bepmymona.

910 OBINO NUIIE TPeAnoiokenne PE, HO, CKopee Bcero, caM BepMmyzmos BoBce He oOpaliian BHUMaHUSA
Ha PacCTaHOBKY (GUTyP Ha JOoCKe. BO3MOXKHO, OH JIUIIIL BpeMs OT BPEMEHU YYBCTBOBAJI UTO-TO BPOLE:
«Yero? YTo-T0 MU3MEHUIOCH?», U COBCEM He 3aMeydaJll TAKOT0o JIETKOTO [JIsT IIOHUMaHus obpaleHus. Pé
oyMaJl, YTo BepMymos meiCTBUTEIbHO TaKOM TYTOAYM, HO OH ITOYTH Cpa3y XK€ BCIIOMHMUII, UTO 3TO
He TaK.

He To, uT0OH BepMymon Hu4ero He 3aMeydarsi, CKOpee, OH He XOTeJI 3TOTO 3aMedath. Ero royosa Onina
3abuta nmuurb TEMHEIM KOHTUHEHTOM, MUPOM U CTaOUNbHOCTHI0O Ma3oKy. Bynyuu KoponéMm, oH gyMar,
YTO OOMXKEH CAeNaTh 3TO CBOUM TJIaBHBIM MPHUOPUTETOM, a TO, YTO OH XOTeJI caM, OH IPOCTO
UCK/TIOUMII. Beb cyacThe CTpaHBI OIIEHHUBAIOCh KAK €r0 COOCTBEHHOE CYACThe.

XoTh BHaYaJie ero MyTu BCE ¥ OBLJIO IO-IPYTrOMY, ¥ OH CTapaJIiCs JIUIIh PafiX TOr0, YTOOH HEe OBITH
youThIM I'epoeM, 1ociie co3manust CTpaHel, OH u3MeHuscs. [Ipodyxmas oco3Hanue cebs Kak Koporns,
OH cTpemucs Bectu cebs momoOatourum Kopomo obpas3om.

Bo3Mo0XKHO, 3TO omlymieHne OBII0 TOX0XKe Ha ollyleHue ce0s 0TIoM. BepMymosn 4yBCTBOBa 1I000Bb
K pacTyluei cTpaHe, KoTopas Obiyia ero pe6eHKOM, 1 BHUMATENIBHO 3a HEW CIEOuII. A eCJIH YTO-TO
IIBITAJIOCh € HaBPeOUTh, OH BEICTYIAJ IPOTUB 3TOTO BCEMH CBOMMH CHUJIAMH.

9TO ¥ 3HAYMUJIIO OBIThH KOpOJ'IéM, HO 9TO TakKxXe OBII0 U IIPOKIIATHUEM. By'JIy‘-II/I CBA3aHHBIM C 3TUM
TIOJIOKEHHEM, ero COOCTBEHHAs MHOWBUOYAJIbBHOCTE CTHUPAJIACh. JTO HE CTOUJIO Ha3kIBaTh CYACTLEM.
Het, maxe He Tak. He «He CTOMIIO», a «HEJIb3s OBIJIO» HAa3bIBATh CYACTHEM.



Ho Pé He nMes mpaBo 3TO KPUTHUKOBATh. Korga oH OBbII XKUB, OH ¥ caM OBIJT 3alIePT B KIIETKE,
Ha3bIBAEMOM «II0JI0KeHHe». He To 4TOOBI OH 3TOTO XOTeJ, HO OH IIPOBOMMII BCE CBOM [HU, yMas, YTO
HUYEeTro C 3TUM He TofefiaTh. He cTpeMsich K 4eMy-To 0oJiee JTydllleMy, OH OTKa3bIBaJICS OT ITepeMEH.
OH Bepu, 4YTO CYACThEM OBIIIO TO, YTO 3aBTPa OBIIO TAKUM Ke, KaK ¥ CEeTOOHS.

I[To cpaBHEHHMIO C 9TUM, KaK fena o6cTosinu y Bepmymosna? ¥V Hero GBIIM CBOM JKeJIaHUs, OH
CTPEeMHUJICS K NydineMy OymymeMy u meén K Hemy. OH 671aTOPOAHO MOTYUHUIT Ce0sT Paid 3TOrO.

- ...J'ocnmoguu Pe?

Wyvrka npucTaabHO IOCMOTpea Ha Hero.

V3 BocnomuHauu¥ BepMmynona P€ 3Ham, 94To ¢ HEM NPUKIIOYIIOCh. PaKT TOro, 4TO OHA
HEONHOKPATHO PeMHKapHUPOBanach pykaMu bora u mOCTOSIHHO IPUHOCHUIACh B XXEPTBY panu
PEBOJIIOINY 3II0XY, OTArOLIAN MEICIU Bepmynorna.

- 9-3M...7

OH 3Han. 3HaJ, 4TO OHA MOTepsia MecTo, KyJa cMoryia OBl BEpHYThLCS, ¥ IIPOAOJIZKaja 0CTaBaThCs
OTEPSHHBIM peOEHKOM. Kaxkblll pa3, Korfa OHa yMupasa, OHa IPofoJixKaja TEPSATh BCE
IparoleHHoe a7 Heé. BoT mouemy Bepmymon cuutas, uTo Myuka B 3TOT pa3 AOJIKHA OblIa CTATh
CYaCTJIMBOM.

- ...Het, HUUUeTO.



Ho maxe 3Has 310, Pé HUuero He Mor cuenaTth. OH ObUT HUYEM HHEIM, KaK 3aMEeHOM, KOTOPOTO
0XKuMaj TOPbKUM KOHEIl, U TeJlo C AYIIoW KOTOphle OBIJIM y HEro ceiiyac, MpuHazaiexXanu Bepmynoy.
Haxe Munka Tak OTHOCUJIACh K HEMY JIMIIb K3-3a TOTO, 4TO P€ ceiiyac Ovin Bepmymonom. UyBcTBa 1
TeKyIlasi peajbHOCTh PE... ObIIM NMUITh UIII03HEHN.

OH He uMeJ ITpaBa caM 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT CHe/IaTh, TaK 3TO IPOCTO
MCYe3HyTh. Huuero He menaTh, HUYET0 He XKeJaTh - TO XKe caMoe, YTO OH Jiejiajl B CBOEH XKM3HH, OH
momKeH OB cenaTh ¥ B 3TOT pa3. [Ipobnemy ¢ I'epoem, mpobnemy ¢ Mkcnac, npobnemy ¢ borunei
2Ku3HM - BCE 9TO [OJIKeH OBl pelliiTh He OH, a Bepmynor.

U Tyt P€ Bopyr Bcnomuun. Y Mkcnac Obin celinanbHBIN HaBHK «KieTka 2KepTBel». EC/T 3TOT HABHIK
Obln TOX0XK Ha «Ilepepoxnenue KepTBel» MUnKM, HE 03HAYAJI0 U 3TO, YTO U MKCcmac Toxe
nmepepoxpanach? B TakoMm ciydae, He Oblnta 11 MIKCac B CBoel mpenbInyIei Ku3Hu Kopomém
Hemonos llyknocom?

TeM He MeHee, YTOOHE TOBOPUTL 00 3TOM, Hafo OBLIO 3HAThH, KAKUM UMEHHO HaBEIKOM Obllla 9Ta
«Knetka 2KeptBbi». ITockonbKy BepMynos KOCHYJICS 9TOT0 HaBhIKa, BEPOSITHO OH CMOT ObI JaTh €My
OLIEHKY, HO caM P€ Huyero o0 3TOM He 3HaJl.

- 'ocriogus Pé.

-9, 0, yaa!?

YnouBuBIMCch nuity Mumku, KOTopoe oKasasioch IPsiMo nepef HuM, Pé yman Ha KpoBaTh. BHe3amnHoe
TI0SIBJIEHUE TIepel HUM JIMIla KpaCUBOM IeBYIIKY MOTJIO IIJIOX0 CKa3aThCs Ha ero Cepple.

Korga oH B3BOJTHOBAHHO IIOILITAICSA BCTaTh, MunKa TUXO0 cemna psAooOM C HUM.



- OcTaBalTeCh B TAaKOM IIOJIOKEHUH. BCE-TaKu BHl yCTallH.

CkazaB 310, MunKa cxBaTuia pyKy P€ u Hauama e€ MaccupoBaTh. TeM He MeHee, CKOJIbKO Obl Pé He
MCKaJl B BOCIOMUHAHUSAX BepMynosa, oH He TOMHHUJI, YTOOB MYKKa KOrfia-To TaKoe felana.

-9, 9M... Mumuka. YTo TH Oesaemurn?

- Maccax.

- Aa... HeT, 3TO He TO, YTO 1 UMeI B BUpOy...

- BaM He HpaBurca?

He To, 4T0OH €My 3TO He HpaBuioch. CKopee, Ha060poT, eMy OBIIO Haxke MPUSITHO. K ToMy Xe, Telo
BepMynona u B paBay OBLIO YCTABIIKM.

- Ho, am. OGBIYHO... THI K€ 9TOT0 He [iejialia, BePHO?

- OTo npaBpa. [TpocTo ceitvac OB UeanbHBEIM MOMEHT. Ho 3HaeTe, s mofyMbIBasia AejlaTh TaKou
Maccax Ha PeryaspHO# OCHOBE.

- BoT KaxK...

- la. Tem He MeHee, ['ocrioguH BepMmynmon Bcerga JI0XKUATCSA TIO3HO, a [I0Ka He CIUT, IIOCTOSHHO
00€eCIIOKOeH CBOMMHU fiefaMu. [I0CKOJIBKY S TOXKe BCerfia 3aHsTa CBOUMU 00513aHHOCTSAMH. .. [ITaHC msist
3TOr0 He BHIIAMET YacTo.



ITogymaB: «Tak TH IeHCTBUTEILHO €r0 000Kaelllb...», Pé BCIIOMHMII ABYX APYTHX, KOTO OH BCTPETHII
paHee.

- Ecnu mopyMmarts, Te gBoe... HuHo u PokyHa.

Cyns 1o BoCcTIOMUHaHUSIM BepMymosia, 3Tv BO€e TOXKe ero 060Kalu.

Pé He MoT yTBepKAaTh YTO-TO 0 ToBoAYy PoxkyHbI, HO HuHO TOYHO Tauna B cebe 4TO-TO O/IM3KOE K
mo6Bu. X0Ts caM BepMymor, moxoxe, HHTEPIPETAPOBAI 9TO KaK YTO-TO OJIM3KOE K JII00BH K YJIeHY
CEeMBH.

- TTomoxpwu, ait! Oyoyoy! BonbHo, 601bHO!?

- T'oBOpAT, pa3 60TUT, 3HAUUT €CTh 3PPeKT. 3MOPOBO, HE TPaBHA JTH?

- HeT, IpOCTO THI CIUIIIKOM CUJIBHO AaBUlIb! Yyyoo!

Korpga T0, 0 4éM OH OyMas, yIeTy4unoch u3-3a 6omu, P€ mocmoTpen B nuuio MYuku 1 B3MOXHYI.

Bepmymon, ckopee Bcero, criacet e€. OH ITOMOXKEeT el OTOMCTUTH U TIOBEMIET €€ Ha HOBBIM My Th. A
3aTeM, OH BHOBb IIPOMOIKHUT OBITh KOposiEM. TakuM OblIo XKenanue BepMmynona. OgHako... ObII0 U
3TO HOPMAaJIbHO?

P€ Hu4ero He JoKeH OB €IaTh... HO, laXKe TaK, eCJIH eT0 HaX0XKIEeHHI0 3eCh ObII0 3HAYEHUE, OH
X0TeJl ObI XOTh YTO-TO CAENaTh pafgu Bepmymona.



- ... Nuuka.

- IIa, 4TO Takoe?

Pé uyBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO B HEM HayMHAET ucue3aTh. OH YyBCTBOBAJ, OyaTO ObI OH IIPOCHIIAJICS OTO
CHa.

- [Moxanyiicta, 103a60TECS O HEM.

- IIa, KOHEYHO.

YBupes, kak Muuka, He 0 4éM He 6ECIIOKO0SCh, lajla HEMeNJIEeHHEI O0TBEeT, PE ymeIOHYICS.

On nopyman: «Aaa, Kakoro 4épTa s Hecy...». [Jlaxe 6e3 3TOro, oHa IIOHMUMaJa, YTO JOJIKHa JIelaTh.

Kak oH u mymasn, OH IeHCTBUTEIBHO HE MOT HUYETO CHOeJaTh. BhII0 OB XOPOIIO, eciid OBl OH ITPOCTO
TaK U UCYe3.

- ...J'ocmoguu Pe.

B cBoéM yracaioiieM CoO3HaHUHU PE yCIbIIai ronoc Mumkmu.



- 41 6yny mOMHUTD Bac. Byay MOMHHUTE 0 TOTO MOMEHTA, IT0KA caMa He UCYE3HY.

«[ToaToMy, moxkanyicra, yoepuTe 3TO BEIpaXKeHUe OOUMHOYECTBA C JIUIA...» - CKa3aB 3T0, M4nka
HEXKHO YIEIOHYIach.

- Xa-xa...

Crné3Bl eCTeCTBEHHO II0KA3aJIICh HAPYXKYy.

9T0 OBITI COH, KOTOPHIH BUIET OH caM - P€... unmo3usi. TeM He MeHee, Takoi KOoHell, 6e3yCI0BHO, OBIT
[I7IST HETO JTIYYIIHM.

- Cnacwu6o. IIpormai.

OcTaBuB 103aau 3THU CJI0Ba, Pé ncye3. OcTanuch TONHKO MUPHO OblIaBIui Bepmynor... u Muuka,
HEXKHO [iepzKaBIllas ero 3a pyKy.

BCcKoOpe MOCTIBIIIaNUCh 3BYKY MTPUOTUKAIOMIMXCS 11aroB, ¥ M4rKa pOBHO yJI0:KUB BepMynona Ha
KpOBaTh, HAKphIJIa ero ofesiioM. [TofHSB yKa3aTelbHBIH Iajlell Ha BOPBABIIYIOCS Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE
HuHo, OHa yIpekHyIa eé U MOMpOoCcHIa, 4ToObl OHa Oblyla THULIE:

- OH TONBKO YTO yCHYJ. He mymu.



- Myy... HeyecTHO, 4TO PsIHOM IIOCTOSIHHO JTIUIIb TH, M4YuKa.

- IIpocTo BCE TaK, KaK OOBIYHO.

Cxka3aB 9T0, MuynKa mokasasa cBoé 00EYHOe 6eCCTPacTHOE BhIpaXKeHue JIUIIA.
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