¢ cHoBa cTymui B BaBuIOHCKYI0 OallHIO, MOSI CyMKa Oblyla 10 KpaeB HabKWTa MarndeCKUMHU KaMHSIMU,
U Moe Temo cHoBa 00eIo.

- [TpoknATHE... - TPOBOPYAJ g ¥ IIOMaCCHPOBAJI ITpaByio PyKy. - [mymnrie cobaku. Bce, 4To 0HU yMeIOT
fenaTth, 3TO aTakoBaTh TPpy00M CUIION. ..

He gymato, 4To 3T0 656110 OB TPOOIEMOI B OOBIYHOM CUTYyallMH, HO KOTJa MHE IIPUXOIUIIOCH
BBIIEPKUBATh MIOCTOSTHHBEIA HAaTUCK B TEYEHHE Yaca, KOTrga KOO0 TPOIOIKAIK MOSIBISIThC. ..

Iaxe cTaB cubHee, ST BCE PAaBHO CTPaas OT 6omu.

- ...MHe HyKHO Habpatb 60Jblile BEIHOCIUBOCTH, - 51 IOMOPILIUICS, Maccupys O0IbHOE MeCTO, I
B3[IOXHYJI, OIIyCKas PYKY.

"Uum...?" - 00ecrnoKoeHHHIH 111e0eT. B yronke 3peHust s yBumel MaJleHbKYI0 30JI0TYI0 IITUYKY, KOTOpas
CMOTpeIa Ha MeHs.

Ha camowm fienie ee TaM He Ob110. ITIOCKONBKY 5 He OBITT yBepeH, Kak JIIOU OTPearupyioT Ha Hee, g
BEKJIMBO TIOMIPOCHUJIT €€ OCTAThCS B MHBEHTApPE, ITOKA 51 HE BBI30BY €€, 00BSICHUB CUTYAIHIO.

Marblii, IT0X03Ke, BCe TOHSII, ¥ Telepb OH OBIJT B TOM CTPAHHOM ToJI0Tpad®uyecKoM COCTOSIHUM, B
KOTOPOM OOLIYHO HAXOISITCS MOU KHUTH.

¢ B3rNIAHYT Ha HEro U ckKa3sai: - Bce B mopsimke. Thl He BUHOBAT... Hy, BO3M0XKHO, 9T0 Oblia TBOS
BMHQ, HO 5 YIPSIMBIY [TapeHb, KOTOPBIA XOTEJI CPa3UThCS C HUMU KakK CIefyeT.

Brino 6B TPOCTO YOUTD UX C MTOMOIIBI0 MaxXUHALMi C UHBEHTAPEM, HO 3TO BhIpaboTasio Ol II0XYI0
IPUBBIYKY. BMeCTO 3TOr0 g cpaXkascs ¢ HUMU B OxKHEM 6010, YTOOBI TOTPEHUPOBATHCS.

Hasriku Bnagenus HOXKOM. HaBuIKY BiafieHUd ITapHBEIM OopyKueM. Tx3kBoHIO0. Kapare...

HOCKOJ’IBKy MHe€ IMPUIINIOCH CTOJIKHYTHCA C HEIIPEPEIBHBIM ITIOTOKOM KOGOJ’ILJIOB, 4 IIOTPATHII BPpEMS Ha
OTpaGOTKy 00€eBBLIX HABHIKOB U3 IIPOYUTAHHBIX KHHUT.

[To MoeMy MHEHMIO, BCe MIPOIIIO JOBOJILHO XOPOIIIO.

¢l H1 B KOEM CJTydae He CTaJl 3KCIIePTOM, HO, TI0 KpaiHel Mepe, Teleph s XOPOoIIo pa3buparsncs B
6oeBoM mporecce. M TouHo ybenuscs B ToM, 4To KoMIUTAIMSA HalIpSIMYI0 IEPEBOIUT TEOPUIO B
IPaKTHUKY.

MexaHHKa TOro, KaK 9T0O IIPOMUCXOUIIO0, BCE ele 0CTaBajIach I0j] BOIIPOCOM, HO 3TO paboTario.

U 3T0 3acTaBUIO MEHS IMO-HACTOAIIEeMYy 3aXOTETh KOl"I[a-HI/Iﬁy,Z[L B34Th B DYKH KHHUT'Y I10 TEOPUHU
Maruu. Y MeHs ObIIH CBOU MBICJIH, HO 4 XOTeJI CHa4aJla IMOJIYYUTh HaAJIEKaIllyl0 OCHOBY OJId pa60TbI...
4YTO O3HAYAJIO0, YTO MHE HYXKHO OBIIIO paGOTaTB ycepaHee U HaKOIIUThb OoJbIIIe HOEeHer, YTOORI KYIIUTb
ee.

¢ B3MOXHYJ ¥ HAMpPaBUJICSA B 3a/l 0OMEHa... HO TaM MeHS BCTPETHIIa 0Yepesb B CTO YEJIOBEK.
YBupeB 3To, 5 IepegyMai U Hadall UATH K 3faHuio [Uabauy, rae 00bI9YHO BCTPeYasics ¢ JWHOM.

HeckonbKo 4et0BeK BITJISIHY/IM Ha MeHsI, KOTfa S TPOXOauiI MUMO. Bo3M0XKHO, U3-3a TOTO, YTO MO
OeJIble BOJIOCHI CHJIBHO BHIIENSANNUCh. HO Tak Kak s gepskKajics MOJIOALIOM, IIPo0ieM He BO3HUKIIO.



[TpaBma, HECKONIBKO YEeJI0BEK YCTaBUIIMCh Ha MOIO HAaOUTYIO CYMKY, HO, B3TJITHYB Ha MEHS elle pas,
0CO0EHHO Ha MOU MYCKYJIIbI, PEIIUIK He OY3UTh.

VYpa, cyxkpmeHusiM o KHUTe 110 00noxKe! 4 *3Ha*, 94TO CTaTh KAUYKOM - XOpOIlIas uaes.
"Juum?"

- Ox ma. { cobupalock MOTOBOPUTH C APYTroM 0 Tebe, XopoIrno? ITocae 3TOr0 Th CMOXKEITh PEIIUTh,
XOYeITh JIX Thl OCTAThCS CO MHOU HJIA OTIPABUTHCS B IIyTh CAMOCTOSITEIBHO.

"Uuun!" [1Tulla KUBHYyIa U yNILIOHYIACk... HY, HACTOJIBKO, HACKOJILKO MOXKeT yIr0aThCs NTHIa 0e3
IIPUBBEIYHOTO HAM pTa.

Tem BpeMeHeEM g IOCTall U3 UHBEHTAPS ey, KOTopyio fana MHe Cup. CHavasa s cfean BUM, 4TO
3ase3 B CyMKYy. [Tocye 3TOTO 51 pa3BepHYII ee.

ByTtepOpoptl... ByTepOpons! ¢ ChIpoM. [J0BOJIBHO ITPOCTHIE, HO HETIJIOXHE.

¢l BHITAIIMII OOUMH U CHEJI €T0, KOTfla IMoKuAaa BaBUTOHCKYIO OalllHIo.

"Yuununuuin."

B ToT MOMEHT, KOTfia s 9TO CAeaJs, NTULa “3[ajla IPOoTAKHOe YupuKaHbe. Kak B3[0X.
4 B3T/ISIHYJ HA Hee ¥ YBUJIEJI, YTO MaJIbIl YCTABUIICS B Tony6oe HeOO.

- Yro, HUKOIIa pPaHbIlle He BuOeln Heba?

[TTuia mokadvarna romosou. "Yun! Yun-uun! Yun!"

- ...fl Bce emie He Mory TeOs IOHSTH, HO 5 IPUMY 3TO, Kak "HeT".

4 XUXMKHY ¥ TPOOOJIKUI UATH. Vs, 1 BUAell, KaK MaJlbllll BEPTUT T'0JI0OBOM, KaK O0JIBAHUMK, YTOOH
paccMoTpeTh BCe BOKPYT.

[Toxozke, MasbIII HAKOTHA PaHbIlle He BUAEJ BHEIIHEero Mupa... Torfaa JeiCcTBUTEIbHO JIU 3TO MOHCTP?
Takast peakiusi He Ovlna ObI CBOMCTBEHHA OOBIYHOM IITHIIE, €C/IM OBl OHA OKa3aslach 3MECh...

Ho, onaTh ke, oHa ObINIa CIIUIIKOM yMHA, YTOOH OBITH OOBIYHOM MITUIIEH.

...9X. f ynaxy 3T0 ¢ OUHOH.

IToemas cBOM COHABUY, ST CMOTPEI Ha JIOfEeH, IT0Ka IIel.

[Toxozxke, OBIIO OKOJIO TIONTYIHS... 3HAUUT, S TPOOLIT B ITOA3eMelibe He TaK YK HOJITO.

XOTsI, yYUTBIBAS, CKOJIbKO HEIIPUSITHOCTEH S IOJIYYHUII 3a 9TO BPpeMsi, MOXKET, 3TO U XOPOIIIO.

B nmioboM criy4ae, BOKPYT OBLIO He TaK MHOTO MCKaTeJiel IPUKIIoueHuH. d BUeNl HECKOJIbKUX,
IIPOTY/IUBAIOIINXCS TYT U TaM, BEPOSITHO, B IIepePLIBe, HO IO OOJbIIEN YaCTH JIIOAU BOKPYT ObUIH
OOBIYHBIMY T'PaXKJaHaMHU, He 00JIafaloUMK HU MaJleHIned CUIou.,

...Bce ellle CTpaHHO AyMaTh, YTO Telephb I MOT'y OLIEHUBATH JIIOfE 10 TaKOW HeoCsa3aeMou Bellly, Kak
"3Heprus", Ho TakoBa XKU3Hb. JKU3Hb OblNIa CTPAHHOM.



B nioboM criy4ae, HOpMasibHbIE JTIOHU.

Wps 1o ynuiaMm, s 3aMeTHUJI, YTO MHOTHE U3 HUX CMOTPST Ha MeHS.
...JJeCTBUTEIIHHO I¥ MOSI BHEIITHOCTb HACTOIBKO CTPaHHasa? My 4To-TO He Tak?
4 HaxMypurcs u OGBICTPO 0OCMOTPEN ceOsl.

...HeT. Co MHO# Bce Ob110 B mopsiake. Omexpa Oblyia B IIOJTHOM IIOPSIAKE... XOTS ¥ HEMHOT'0 ITOMSTas U
TIOTHas, ¥ eQUHCTBEHHOM CTPaHHOM Belllbl0 BO MHe Obllla MOSI CyMKa ¥ HOXK. Ho yuuThiBas, 4To g
BULET ellle HeCKOJIbKUX MCKaTeNlel MPUKIIOUEHUH C ellle 60jiee OIIaCHBIM OpykKHeM U O0IbIIuMU
CyMKaMu, HaOUTBIMU MOHETaMHU, 9TO He JOJIXKHO OBIJIO BHI3BIBATH MHTEPECA.

93. [la nMafiHO, HE TaKas YK 3TO U IpobieMa.

He oOparasi BHUMaHKS Ha B3TJISOEL, S MOIIEN K JiHe, YTOOR BCTPETUTHCS C HEel B ee KaOUHETe.
XXX

- Ter *4TO*?!

4 B3APOTHY OT TPOMKOTO BCKPUKA ¥ MaXHYJ PYKOH. - O... Bce 6bI710 He Tak m1oxo, ditHa. YecTHOe
CJIOBO.

- He Tak mnoxo...? Y TEBS CTO MATUYECKHUX KAMHEN KOBOJIBIOB!

- Ox. Tak MHOTO? - 1 ITOJI0XKUJ PYKY Ha Moa00podoK, "pa3Muuisas” 00 aToM, - Hy mymato, MHe u
BIIPSAMb IIPUIIIOCH CPaXkaTbCA "HEKOTOPOe" BpeMms.

OliHa B3[0XHY/a U Cejla 3a CBOU CTOJI, - 4 HaYMHa COXKaJieTh 0 HAIlUX OTHOIIEHUSAX...
- /1 He 3HAJ, 4TO MBI BCTPEYaeMCs?

- Tol TOHAT, 0 YeM 5!

4 ycmexHycs.

M&I BepHYNTUCh B KaOWHET DUHEI C MJIOTHO 3aKPHITOM ABephio. [Iox0xke, OHa IMpeuyyBCTBOBAJIA, YTO
CKOpO HayHeT OyIIeBaTh, I03TOMY 3apaHee IPUHSIIa MEPHI TPEeIOCTOPOKHOCTH.

OlHa I0JIOXKUJIa PYKHM Ha CTOJI U CTajla MaCCUPOBaTh BUCOK. - UTO, 4epT BO3bMU, IPOUCXOTHUT...? 4
Iaxke He 3HaJsa, YTO Ha IIEPBOM 3Taxe MOXKET IOSIBUThCSI CTOJIbKO KOOOJIbIOB.

- a. { Toxe.

OifHa mocMOoTpesia Ha MeHs U CcKasana: - Y Tei! Kakoro ueprta T TOp4aj TaM, YTOOH CpazkaThCs C
HUMH CO BceMu? Pa3Be TH He UMTaj IPeOynpexXaeHuil B KHUTaX, KOTOphle 1 TeOe mana?

- MMMM. ABaHTIOPUCTH HE NOJIKHEI UATH Ha PUCK. ECNIM TOIBKO OHU HE XOTSAT YMEPETh.
- Tak moueMy THI 3TO cHenan?!

- ...IloToMy 4TO 3TO He OBIIO PUCKOM? - ST HAXMYPHUJICS U M00aBUI: - 4 UMero B BUOY, KOOOIbOH HE TaK
OTIaCHHI.



- Ho He B TakoM ke kKonuuecTBe!!! - fiHa HaxMypusach 1 ckasana: - U uTo MHe ¢ To0oi menath? Th
TaK JKe IOIBITACIIbCS YHUYTOXKUTE IEJTyI0 KOJIOHHI0 MypPaBbeB-yOUHMI], KOTIa CIIYCTHUIILCS Ha
YeTBEPTHIU 3Taxk?

- [Ipomy Te6s. 51 He HACTOJIBKO TIIYII.
- 3HQ4UT, THl IPU3HAEIb, YTO ThHI TJIYII.

- Kxe-kxe, - g KallJIIHYJ ¥ CKa3ain: - B 0611eM, Bce Ob1I0 HOpMasbHO. 1 ObLJI BCETo JIUIIL Ha TePBOM
3Taxe, ¥ MOr Obl yOexkaTh, eciii Obl 3aX0Tesl. XOTS WX ObIJIO MHOTO, HO OHU He HallaflaJid Ha MeHs
BCEU OpPHOH.

OHM HAy4YUIUCh HE IeNlaTh 3TOTO MOCJIe TOTo, KaK S PACCTPEJISI X MeTAJUIMYECKOH MIPATHeIIbI0, HO
00 3TOM 51 peLIusI yMOT4aTh.

OiiHa B3[IOXHYNA, - ...[T0JIaTalo, 9TO IpaBaa. M Thl He TaKol 6e3pacCyHbli, KaK HEKOTOPhIE APYTHe
aBAHTIOPUCTHI, KOTOPHIX S 3HAIO.

- BepHo, - 41 kuBHY. - 4 3Ha10 cBou npepensl. CeromHs OblIa MPOCTO TPEHUPOBOYHAS MPOTYIKa. Bce
3aKOHYHUJIOCh TEM, YTO BCe 0O0CTPHUIIOCH CIIUIIIKOM CHJIBHO [JISI MOET'0 CIIOKOMCTBUS, HO B LI€JIOM, 3TO
OblTa XOpoIllas MPoryika. BepHo?

OlHa yCTaBUIach Ha TPyAy MarnyeCcKUx KaMHeH, a 3aTeM II0CMOTpeJia Ha MOl CyMKYy. - KctaTy, o
TBOHUX J0XOfaX... Kak Tkl yMy[ApUIICS YMECTUTh CTOIBKO MarndyeCKux KaMHel B CBOel CyMKe?

- OueHb THIATENBHO... BOT YTO 5 X0TeJ OBl cKa3aThk. Ho 0o 9TOro y MeHs ecTh BOIIpoC K Tebe, JitHa.
- Kakoit?

- Cy1iecTBYIOT U TaKHe IITYKH KakK "MKy s npeaMeToB"? Mnmu KopoOku mys mpeameTos? Hy,
3Haelllb, BeIlld, KOTOPLIe BHYTPHU OOJIbIEe, YEM CHAPYKH?

OiiHa HaxMypuack. - ...He gyMalo. Eciu bl 4T0-TO TOf00HOE CYIeCTBOBaIo, OHO Obl0 Obl GECLEHHO.
A ecnu onoOHBIM IPeIMET U CYLIECTBYET, TO, CKOPEEe BCETO, OH XPAHUTCS B CEKPETe Y OOHOMU U3
CUJIbHEUIIUX ceMeu. A oYeMy Tl CIpallliBaellb?

- AX, - 9 KalllJITHYIIL.
OuHa 3aMepJia, a 3aTeM IIPOCTOHAsIa. - TOJIBPKO He TOBOPU MHe, 4TO THl Hallen ero B [log3emernse?
- 3... Het. Ho M0s Marus 1o3BojsieT MHe COejlaTh IPaKTUYeCKU TO XKe caMoe?

TummHa. A 3aTeM J¥iHa B3[OXHYa. - ...IloxkamnyiicTa, 6ynb octopoxkeH, benn. f He cobupaiochk
CIpamuBaTh Te0S, HACKOJIBKO BOIUIOIINE BEIllX Thl MOXKEIb CHeNlaTh, HO IOMHH, YTO 60TH
CIIyCTUJIUCH B 3TOT MUP Pafy pa3BiedeHuu. ECiu cTaHeT U3BECTHO O TBOEM CTaTyCe UJIU Jaxe O
TBOEU Maruu...

- 970 OymeT oueHb HEMPUATHO. f 3HAI0, - T KUBHYJ U CKa3asl: - BoT moueMy s ocTopoxeH. Kpome
TOTO, s HOBEPsII0 Tebe, S BepPIo, YTO THl He IPOOOITACIIIhCS.

- TBOe moBepue CIIUIIKOM BeNuko, ben, - 3fiHa B3moxHya. - Ho g 6;marogapHa, - oHa CHOBa
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha Ky4y ¥ KaMHel M CKa3asla: - X04ellb, 5 00MeHsI0 uXx?

- a, moxkamyiicta. Y He Morya Obl THl OTKPHITh MHE OaHKOBCKUM CUET IJIsT XpaHeHus Banuc? To ecTs,



1 1100JTI0 HOCUTH C 000 TOHHY 30JI0THIX, KaK ¥ 110001 ApyTol napeHs, HO...
- 4 yXKe OTKpHLIa ero, - JifHa ojie3j1a B KapMaH U IIPOTSHYIa MHe cepe0OpsHyI0 KapTOUKYy.
4 B3si1 ee ¥ pacCMOTpEI.

KapTouka Onlnia camMoii 0OBIKHOBEHHOM cepeOpsTHOM KapTol ¢ MOMM MMEHEM, BEII'PaBUPOBAHHEIM Ha
Heil. Ho BHyTpu OBlNla Marus.

- Tl MOZKeIlb UCIIONTE30BaTh ee, YTOOK CHSATH MEeHbI'M BHU3Y yV KacCUpa WK B BaBUIOHCKOM OalllHe B
3ajie oOMeHa.

- Crnacu6o, duHa. JI10010 Tebd.

OliHa 3aKaTwuia I'1a3a, - IBOU ClIagKHe CII0Ba He COeNaloT MeHs MeHee pa3gpaxkeHHou, benn, - OHa
IIoKayaJjia roIoBOM U yIeIOHY ack. - Ho msgTepka 3a cTapaHHue.

4 yneiOHYICS B OTBET U IOYecall IIeKy.
- Hy BoT... 9T0 Bce? THl Begb He coOMPaeNIbCs I0CTie 3TOT0 CHOBa UATHU B [log3emenne?

- He-a. d nnmaHupyio KynuTh HOpMaJbHOE CHAPSIXKEHUE, - 1 HaXMYPUJICS U CKa3a: - [loueMy-To y
MeHS TaKoe YyBCTBO, YTO C MOUM Be3eHUEM OHO MHe ITOHa0OUTCS.

[Togzemernbe, MOXoxke, OBIIIO TBEPIO HAMEePEeHO YOUTh MaJIeHbKYIO ITHYKY. M He TOIMBKO 3TO, HO
OTIpefieIeHHO UCTOIIUII €T0 PECYPCH, YOUB 3TUX MOHCTPOB. DTOr'0 OHO, BEPOSITHO, HE 0XKHUMAAJIO,
YYUTHIBAs MO IOCJIEAHUY ITOX0T BHYTPG.

BrpoueMm, 0HO, 10X03Ke, IIOMUMO BCETO ITpoYero OBIJI0 pa3yMHO, TaK 4YTO S He XOTeJl PUCKOBATh,
IOBOOA €ro [0 OTYasiHUS ¥ BEIHYXKAas [IOCIaTh 3a MHOM KOro-To Bpone 2KHella u3 "I[lepcoHsr".

OliHa IOCMOTpeENia Ha MeHS IMyCTHIM B3TJISIAOM M CKa3ana: - ... YAUBIIeHa, YTO THl BCe ellle XuB, - OHa
B3TJISIHYJIa Ha MOY Haps[ U CKa3asa: - Thl yBepeH, YTO He X0uelllb, YTOOH 51 JocTaja Tebe KOMIIJIEKT
IOCIIEXOB, BhimaBaeMbld [ unpouen?

- 9... He obuxatics, HO s myMalo, UYTO MHe HYKHBI Bellly Iojnyyine. M elle s X049y cHadana
monpo6oBaTh AOCTATh KOE-YTO CAMOCTOSITEJILHO.

Hamnpumep, mocTaTh TMTaHTCKUM HAOOp MacTUHYATON OPOHHU ¥ CTaTh OYKBaJIbHBIM TaHKOM,
CIIOCOOHBIM TTEPEeKUTEH B3PHIB CHAPSIIOB.

- ...0TnuuHo. TonbKo He ymupau. Ecnu yMpels, g Haluily NyO0IuYHEN HEKPOJIOT 0 CaMOyBepeHHOM
aBAHTIOPUCTE, KOTOPHIM JyMaJl, 4TO 3HAeT BCe, B Pe3yJIbTaTe Yero u yMep.

4 paccmesincs, - Hy, moxoxe, s He CMOTY yMepeThb B Onuxkaiiliee BpeMsi, He Tak JIu?
OliHa B3OOXHYIA, - Thl HEBEIHOCUM.

- TIa. Y, Kk cyacThio, 3TO HE B TATOCTb.

['ma3 J¥HHI IepHYJCS, ¥ OHa rTy00Ko B3MOXHYa, - Hy Torma, eciu 3To Bce...

- Ax pma, 9yTh He 3a0bin!



OlHa Ccy3uia B3rJIb[ U CKa3aja, - 4To Ha 3TOT pas?

¢ mocMoTpen Ha CBOe IJIe40 U BHIITYCTUII ITUYKY U3 UHBEHTAPSI.
- Yuun? - oHa MOpPTHYJa U IOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHd. - Yun-yum?
JliHa 3aMepia.

f yka3an Ha CBOEro HOBOT'O Apyra U cKa3sall: - JTOT llapeHsb nocienoBal 3a MHOU u3 [log3emenss. OH
6e300MOHBIN U DOBOIBHO CJIabblii, T03TOMY MHE OBIIIO HEJIOBKO OCTAaBIISITh €70 B TAKOM OIIaCHOM
MecTe. f He BUIEN HUKAKHUX 3aKOHOB, 3allPeIaoniX 3aBOOUTh MOHCTPOB, M CJIBIIIAJ, YTO €CTh HEKUE
YKPOTHUTEIH, HO MHE XOTEeJI0Ch OBl Y3HATh, HE 3HACIIb JIU Thl KOT0-HUOYOh KOHKPETHOTO... AJIO0?
JiHa?

OifHa MOprHyJa, 3aTeM CHsJIa OYKH ¥ CTajla TePeTh UX 0 pydamky. HageB ux, oHa yCTaBUIACh Ha
TITHILY, @ 3aTeM IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha MeHsI, 3aCTOHaB. - Hy pasymeeTcs. THl IPOCTO He *MOT* He CTaTh
TIEPBHEIM Y€JI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIM MPUPYYUT HMTHUILY [IKeKa.

- Quun?
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