[Toroma GblyTa HEMHOT'0 KapKou, ¥ Mai JIu X pmana 1IepeMOHMH, CTOS IO KPBIJILIIOM BO3J1e
CunuHckoro [IBopiia. YTpeHHee COJHIle IPUIIeKaio, u ¢ e€ 0a cTekasna CTpy#Ka IoTa, HO OHa He
pelianach €€ BHITEPETD.

Korpma FOans I'yry npunia 3abpaTh €€, Ha €€ Julle 0TPa3uioch ofobpeHre, MOTOMY YTO B IIPOIITIOM
Mboii JIu Bcerpia 0TKa3hIBalach XKOATh CHAPYKK ¥ IIPOCTO HEYBAaXKUTENILHO BPhIBaach 6e3
paspemenus. OHa TakXke IIPOAoJIKaia 6erath 10 IBOPY, BHI3BIBAS XKYTKUM II€PEIosiox. JTa
IIpUHIlecca HAKOTHAa He co0Jiofiaza HUKaKUX IIPaBuil.

B rmaszax ryry ¥ MoMo [IBOpIla OHa ITPOCTO HaPO4YHO Oe3mebHUYaa, XBaCTasiCh mepej] BCEMHU, YTO
mo6uack 6I1aroCKIIOHHOCTY BEJTUKON UMIEpATPHUIEl. Mai JIu He 3Hala, YTO €€ HEBUHHOCTD U TITYII0E
TIOBeeHKe 3aCTaB/IsA/IM IPYTUX JIIOeH CMOTPETh Ha He€ C OTBpallleHHeM ¥ HaCMEeIIKOM,

Ho Teneps... 1o e€ noBegeHuIo ORUIO BUOHO, UTO OHA, BEPOSITHO, MOHsIa. OHa Hay4Yusiach.
— Trl MOXKelllb BOUTH. — OHa cj1abo yneiOHynach Maii Jlu.

Csio YxkyaH nmocMoTpesia Ha Moii JIu 1 eBHyXa II03aix HEE, Hecylero 6arax. ITo Oblyia TaKas
MaJjieHbKas CyMKa, YTO OHa He MOTrJla He YyBCTBOBaTh CTOJILKO COCTpafaHusi. ITOT peOEHOK Maii JIu
IEeNCTBUTENLHO TaKasd XKankasi. OcoOeHHO cedac CTaio Ayliepasgupalile BUeTh €€ TaKou
OCTYIIHON. BO3MOXKHO, Ha3HaYEHHOE e TeueHre ObII0 CIIMIIKOM TSIZKETTBIM, 3TO IIOBIUSIIO Ha €€
JKU3HEeHHHIN TOHYC. Cs10 YXKyaH TOIBKO B3[OXHYJIA C TSIKEIBIM CEPOIEM.

— 2Kapko, He Tak nmu? oy u BeIIe# XOJIOMHOT0 Yasi.

Ona nomnpocuita Maii JIu cecTb pSfoM C Hel. YBUEB €€ MOTHOE JIUI0, BeNTMKas UMIIepaTpulla
BHITEPJIA IOT M3t JI HOCOBBIM IIJIATKOM.

Mbsii Jlu yneIOHyIach ¥ MATKO IT0Kadasa I'0JI0BOMU.

— OcrTaBalics noka y MeHs, nagHo? — Csi0 YxKyaH HaxMypHuiachk. — Temepb 0 Tebe HUKTO He
no3aboturcs. TBOE Teno... — cTapyxa I0OCMOTpeJia Ha XpyIKoe Teslo Maii JIu u ycTaBuniach Ha eé
KpacuBoe, HO OyieqHOe JIUIO0. — ... Tl JOJIXKHA 1103a00TUTHCS 00 3TOM.

ITocne IIay3sl TOH Cso ‘I}KyaH CTaJl CTPDAHHEIM, 1 €€ rnasa OTBEPHYJIUCH, KaK 6YJITO oHa Onlna
HEeMHOI'O BUHOBATaA.

— TrI mONMXKHA IIO3BOJIUTh KOanw u OPYI'UM HAY4YUTh ce0s1 HaBLIKAM U IIPpUHIIAIIAM KHU3HU JOMa.

Mbsii JIu BcTasa Ha llepeMOHUH U mmobiaromapusa eé 3a OnarocinoBenusi. OHa BCIIOMHUJIA CJIOBa
MyK4YWH Ha CKJIOHE, KOTOpEIe TOBOPWIM O HeX BO BpeMs 0xX0Thl. OHa 3Hasa, 4To Jlao LI3y3yH
cobupaeTcs BeAaTh € 3aMyk. OHa He MOTJIa IIOAyMaTh, KTO OyeT 3TUM HeCUaCTHHEIM ITapHEM,
II09TOMY OHa TOJIBKO T'OPHKO yNbIOHYack. KeM Obl OH HU OBL, V HEE He OBIIIO CEMbHU, KOTOpast
npepocTraBuia Ovl el Iepoe MPUOaHOe, II03TOMY MeHbIllee, UYTO OHa MOoTJia OBl CHesaTh, 3TO CHeNlaTh
BCE BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOHI BEIIIOJIHUTE CBOM JOJIT XU OTHOCUTHCS K OyAyIeMy MyXKy Kak K JTI00UMOMY
yesoBeKy. TONMbKO TaKuM 00pa30M OHa CMOZKET OTIIJIAaTUTh 3TOMY YeJIOBEKY 3a TO, UTO Y HETO B
JKeHaX Takas, KakK OHa.

CHapyu MOCHIIIAINCh IPUBETCTBUS. 3aTeM K KOJIEHOTIPEKJIOHEHHOU TOJIIe mofoen Kaucu co
cnaboyt ynei6koi. Mait JIu TakXKe MOYTUTENIbHO TTOKJIOHUIAaCh UMIIEPATOPY YU MIPUTOTOBUIIACH VHTH.

— Capuce. Tebe He HYKHO YXOOUTh. — UMIIEPATOP YIIBIOHYICS.



XOTs OH U He CMOTPEII Ha Heé, ero TOH CTaJl HeMHOI'0 Heﬁpe}KHBIM. Mboii JIn IIPUIIIOCH CECTEh U
CJIeTKa OepPZKaThb U CZKUMATh HOTU JIao ]_[3y3YH, YTOOBI HE CUOETh TaK HEJIOBKO, HUYETO He Jejiad.

Buyk u 6aby1mika pa3roBapuBaiy, Ioka KaHcu He cKa3an:
— Yro Jlao LI3y3yH nymaet 00 3Toit Cyun?

Csio UxkyaHn OpUTa oIesoMiaeHa ¥ KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM MOHSIIa, T0YeMy UMIIepaTop He 03B Mai
JIu yiiTu. X0Ts OHa He MOTJIa CKa3aTth 06 3ToM Maii JIu, OHA He MOTJIa JIETKO OTMAXHYThCS OT CJIOB
MMIIEpaTOpa.

— K cuacTro, TEMIIEPAMEHT Yy Heé MATKHUH, a JINIDO KPaCuBO€, — OHa Chejlajia KOMIITIUMEHT
HEIIPOIIEeHbIM TOHOM.

— B HacTosIIee BpeMs Hallli BOEHHEIE PACXOIbl OTPAaHUYEHHBl, 0COOEHHO BaXKHHI (pUHAHCH LI3sTHHAHS.
4 cymTalo, YTO C 3TUM MOXKET CIpaBUThCs Yxka Mymnanr. OH CIyKUT yKe MHOTO JIET, U 5 3HAI0, YTO
OH — nyy4muii BeIOop. — KaHcu cka3a erko.

XoTst Moii JIu He MorJjia [0 KOHIIa BCE MOHSTDH, OHA Y2Ke Jorafaliach 0 HaMepeHusx ummneparopa. OHu
coOHpanuch BOeBaTh C MKyHTapaMu, U MIPUILTIOCh 000UTHCH OOJBITMMYU AeHbraMu. ITI0CKOTBKY
Oonbiras yacTh OrofxkeTa Obiyia u3 LI3sTHHAHS, UM HYKeH OB KTO-TO, KTO He ITPOCTO X04YeT, HO U
yMeeT ToprosaTk. Terneps Mai JIu Morjia IpefCcTaBUTh, HACKOJILKO 37eCh riy0oka Boga [1], HO oHa
3Hasa, 4To oTell CynH TaKOoil YeJIoBeK.

— B nocnenHee BpeMst Yxka MynaHr Ob1 oueHb 3¢G(GHEeKTUBHEIM OIUPEKTOPOM B MUHUCTEPCTBE
IOMaIlIHKUX X034UCTB. f [2] qymalio o TOM, KaK IOOIIPUTh €T0 A0Yb, ¥ C 3TUM MOXKHO CIIPaBUTHCH,
nofgapuB e xopoIui 6pak. M3 Bcex TBOUX UMIIEPCKUX IIIEMSIHHUKOB HE TaK MHOT'O TIOOXOISIIUX.
Tonpko LI3nMHCI0aHL UMEET CTATyC U TaJlaHT ¥ BRITISAUAT JOCTOWHO e€. Jlao LI3y3yH 3T0 TaKXKe BUOUT.
OHu nBoe OBUIM O4YeHb OJIM3KY U 0UeHb 3aMHTEPECOBAHH OPYT B Apyre. — KaHcu ynweiOHYyNICS 1
nobaBui. — 4 yxKe ckasan 00 9ToM LI3MHCI0aHIO B YaCTHOM IIOPSAMKE, ¥ OH TaKXKe 3HaeT CTaBKH,
CTOSIII[ME 3@ 3TUM ITaroM. Ho moMumMo 3TUX [iell, OH Takxke oueHb I00uT CyuH. [IoaTOMYy 51 IpUIIET
npocuts Jlao [[3y3yH o gapoBanuu 3Toro Opaka. Pa3Be 6i1arocinoBerus camoi Jlao LI3y3yH He Gonee
671aronpUsTHEL, BECOMHI U YIOBIETBOPUTEIILHEL, YEM €€ BHYKA?

JIutio Mot JIu He u3MeHun0ck. Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa OHa YCIIkIIIaja, Kak FiMepaTop Mpou3HeC
uM4a lI3uHCcoaHd, pyky, ckxuMaswre Horu Jlao LI3y3yH, HeMHOro 3agpoxanu. Ho oHa crapanace
BO3[IePXKUBATHCS OT HEHYKHBIX PeaKIlnii, I03TOMY MOTJIa I HeOpexKHO MaCCUPOBATh HOTU
CTapyxu, Kak HU B 4éM He ObIBasio. TeM He MeHee, OHa He JOJIKHa Oblia CITUIIKOM YAUBIISITHECS 3TOMY.

ViMmepaTop He TIO3BOIUI i YITH TOJILKO IJIsT TOr0, YTOOBI OHA YCIBIIIaja 9TH CJI0Ba, HEe TakK Ju?
YnribKa yrojkoB e€ pra cTaja riayoxke. Bo3aMoxkHO, UMIIEPATOP CIUIIKOM CUILHO BOJTHOBAJICS.
[ToToMy 4TO, KaK Obl OHa HU OblJia TJIyTla, B 3TOM fiejie... OHa yxKe pa3obpasack 3a 9TH [iBa Tofa.

He nepeonenuBaet mu ViMiiepaTop e€ mpefaHHOCTh 9TOMY 4esioBeKy? OHa Befb xkeHIMHa. Kak el He
pa304yapoBaThCsl B MyKUMHE, KOTOPHIM aXke He B3TJITHYJ Ha He€? Torfa oHa [laxke OTHajla eBHYXY
CBOE TIOCIIeHEee OCTaBIIeecss cepedpo, YTOOH MOMPOCUTh MiMIepaTopa OT €€ UMEHU, YTOOH
LI3uHC0aHb X0Ts OBl IPUIIEN U HaBecTus e€. Ho oH 9TOr0 He chenan. MmepaTop maxe He ganl
€BHYXYy BO3Pa3UTh.

Eif He X0TeJI0Ch 3aHOBO [TePEXKUBATh 3TO YYBCTBO OTEPHU U OECIIOMOIITHOCTH, IepXka 3a PyKY
MaJIeHbKOI'0 €BHyXa ¥ CHOBa ¥ CHOBa CIIpallliBas ero 0 TOM, YTO CKa3ajl uMIepaTop. «4To oH
cka3zan?» Ho ManeHbKUY eBHYX TONBKO OTBedan: «Hugero» unm nmpocto «I'Mm». Boib Toro MomMmeHTa
3aledaTiieniach B e€ cepane. Pa3Be oHa HemocTaToyHO cTpafana? [Jaxe OHa caMa CMesiylach Haf



co0o1.

OHa noHsina, uTo MepaTop y>Ke MHOTO pa3 HaMmeKaJs eil. Ho oHa OblJla HACTONIBKO TJIyIa, YTO He
MorJjia noHaTh. OHa OblIa TaKOM TYIIOM, IOTOMY 4TO Oblla ynpsiMol. HeyauBUTEIBbHO, UTO OHA Oblla
T'PYCTHOM, ¥ HUKTO He BBIPA3UJI €M COUYBCTBUS. Bce ObUIM MONMYMEPTBEIE B YYBCTBAX, IJIAMS Ha €€
tynoymue. [ToCKOJIbKY OHa 3Halla, KaKoil y>KaCHOM OHa Korfaa-To Oblla, OHA TakiKe YyBCTBOBaJa, YTO
3aciyxKuia BCE IJI0X0e.

B HacTosimee BpeMs xke, OHA C JIETKOCTBIO TOHKMMaJja HaMéku. OHa Bcerjga o4eHb BHUMATEeJIbHO BCE
cnyinana, 4yTobsl B OyayIiieM eé CHOBa He 00HOENH.

— YT0 XK, 3TO CUACT/IUBBIY Ciaydau. L[3MHCI0aHb TOXE JOJIXKEH CO3[aTh CBOIO ceMbl. — Cs10 UxkKyaH
KMBHYJIa, HO Ilepen Maii JIu oHa He 0CMeJUIach OBITh CTUIIKOM BOCTOPZKEHHOM.

— TBoM BHYK mOfyMaJl, 4TO I10CJIe BeCEeHHEU OXOTH g foJIKeH nonpocuts Jlao LI3y3yH coenaTh yKas o
cBapb0e, mpexke YeM UATH B apMUIO M CpazKaThCs ¢ mXKyHrapaMu. Ham ¢ Uxka MynaHT HYKHO
OTBJIEYBCS OT ITOTO.

Cs0 YKyaH KUBHYIIA.

Briiifs 13 gBOpIlA BETMKOM UMIIEPaTPUIE], Mot JIu oTBenu B 60KOBOM 3aj1, YTOOR OHA TUXOHBKO
IIpuBeJia B IOPSINOK CBOM Belllu. Beleli Ob110 HEMHOT0, OHA UX yIIaKoOBaJia 3a HeKoTopoe BpeMsi. OHa
Oplzia OYeHb MOBOJIbHA CBOMM HACTPOEHHEM B JaHHBIM MOMEHT, Oblla MTPOCTO CIIOKOMHOM 1
PaBHOOYIIHOU. ITO KaK eCyiy OBl YCIIBIIATh 0 JKeHNTh0e KaKoro-To He3HaKoMIla, a He LI3uHCcoaHs.

He ycnena oHa oTx7e0HYTh Yas, KaK MPUILa CTy>KaHKa ¥ IOMPOCHuya e€ CHOBA MOUTHU K BEJIUKOU
uMIepaTtpuile. Mai JIu 6pi71a HEMHOTO cMyIeHa. Pa3se Jlao LI3y3yH He cKa3asa el oTawxaTh? ECTh
YTO-TO CPOYHOE?

[Tpexkme yeM BOWTH B OBEPb, OHA YCJIbIIIAIA, KaK B KOMHATE KTO-TO Pa3rOBapHBaEeT BECETHIM TOHOM.
EcTt emé roctu?

Csto YxKyaH B CIIaJbHE CTOSIIa PSIOM CO CBOUM JIIOOMMBIM IIBETKOM, a XKEHIIIMHA CTOsIIa CIIMHON K
nBepu. 2KeHIMHA, KOTOpas oKa3ajach Mai JIu cierka 3HaKOMOM, OCTOPOXKHO OKPOILIsjia BOJOU
pacnycTtuirecs 1peTel. OHM 3aAyIIIEBHO Pa3roBapuBaii U CMESIIUCE, YTO Jaxe HOaHb ryry,

KOTOpas JHIIb H3peaKa ynbibaeTcs, He0OB'YHO U30THYJIa I'yOhl U Jaxke pafloCTHO LIeTTaa YTo-TO.

— Wpu cioma, meBouka. — Csio YKyaH KuBHYIa Moii JIu, u XXKeHIIKWHa, HaKOHell, 00epHYyIach, Koraa
yCIbIllIazia CJI0Ba, ¥ IIOCMOTpeJia Ha Heé ¢ Jo0poil yIsIOKOM.

Mbaii JIu HeKOTOpOe BpeMs HalPSIKEHHO AyMajla, Ipexae YeM HaKOHeI] BCIIOMHHUIa, YTO 3Ta
KeHmHa Orina MaTepbio FOuxs — MH XKy ®Oyizunb. [TockonbKy OHa Oblyia 04ueHb 61aromapHa 3a
no6poty FOHX9 Ha 0x0Te, OHa Oblla 0YE€Hb UCKPEHHEN B CBOUX ITO3[IPABIIEHUSX C yOaue.

— TomnpKO TH yMeeIllb TaK yXaXkUBaTh 3a I[BeTaMu U pacTeHusMu! — Csio YXKyaH BepHyIach U ceja
Ha KUPIHUYHYIO KPOBaTh, MPOA0JIKas pasroBapuBath ¢ M XKy Oyusunb. — FOaHb He TakK X0polla, Kak
THI.

— OToi pabe MPOCTO HPABUTCS BO3UTLCA C HUMHU... — WUH XKy Oyn3uHb 3acMesiyiach U CMUPEHHO
CKa3ana.

— Kak roBopuTcCs, XKeHIIKUHbI, YMeIOIe BHIPAIIUBATh I[BETHI, YMEIOT BHIOMPATh MYXKUKH. ThI
noHKUMaellb, mouemy FOaHb 3mech cTpagaeT? — mopapasHmia Csio YxkyaH, crmpoBonupoBas Uu XKy u



FOans.
FOaHup 3amuianace:
— 9T0 pabriHs, KoTopas 0ymeT cimyxkuTh Jlao LI3y3yH BCIO CBOIO KM3Hb.

— Wu XKy. 1 Tak cyacTnuBa, 4TO TH BepHYyach. [Ipuxonu Ko MHe noyvaiie. [103a60ThCsI 0 HECKOJIBKUX
IIBETOYHBIX CazkeHI[ax B MOEM cany! CajoBHUKYM HE MOTYT CPABHUTLCS C TBOUMH HaBHIKaMU. —
ckasana Cso YxyaH, nonusas 4au.

Wu XKy yneiOHyach U Coriacuiach.

— 910 Csio Maii JTu. Pe6EHOK, KOTOpPOTO 5 Bcerga 0epy ¢ coboi. Eit mopa BEIUTH 3aMyxK. — Csi0
YkyaH yneIOHyach U HEXKHO yKa3ana Ha Moy JIu. — Hayuu eé OosbiieMy, YTOOBI C Hel OBIJIO JIETKO
7aguTh B OymyiieM. 1 Bepio B TBOM CIIOCOOHOCTH IO CO3aHUI0 CeMbH. 1 BUXKY, KaK XOPOIIIO TH
Hayuusia 3Toro pe6énka FOHxa.

Wu XKy Oyu3uHbs Ha MTHOBEHYE OIellIrfia U YCIbIaja HalloJIOBUHY UHCUHYAINIO0, ITPOU3HECEHHYIO
uMIlepaTpuLen.

Mbsii JIu mocMoTpena Ha nuio M 2Ky Oyi3uHb, KOTOPOe Tenepb MeOeHHO OleIHeN0, YTOJIKY €€ pTa
3acThlIu. BHe3amHo el cTano xasb e€. XoTsa To, 4To cKa3asa Jlao 1[3y3yH, ObI0 0OUeHb MEJIOAUYHbIM,
IO TEKCT MOXKHO Ob1710 MOHATE. OcobeHHO myst Koro-To Bpone MH 2Ky, KoTopast MHOTO JieT 3HaeT Cs10
YxyaH. 3aTeM oHa yBupena, Kak MH 2Ky OynxuH TallHO B3rIAHYNIa Ha FOaHb ryry pa3gpaxkeHHBIM
B3IJISIIOM, KaK OyATO CIIpaliuBas y Opyro# KeHIIUHH oATBepxkaeHus. Ho K0aHb ryry Tombko
0ecroMOoIITHO KUBHYIIA.

KpomnoTtnusbie ycunus, KoTopsie Jlao LI3y3yH mpuioxuia [jid He€, OHa, KaXkKeTcs, 0CO3Haja TOIbKO
ceiiyac. Moaii JI TONBKO ONyCTHUJIA TOJIOBY U NpuKycuna ryoy. Cnyxu B cTomnuile... Bceobiee
npe3peHue K eé ceMbe... JIao LI3y3yH, eCTeCTBEHHO, 3Halla, YTO Ta 60s571ach CTPagaHuM, eCiu Okl
BBIXOMMJIa 3aMyK 3a 4JIeHa JPYro¥ ceMbH, MO3TOMY, ITogyMaB 06 9ToM, oHa BeiOpana Mu XKy eé
CBeKpoBb10. U3-3a musnoctenr Cg0 YKyaH, KOTOpblE U3MEHUIN XKU3Hb 9TOU KEHIINWHEI, JaxKe
HecMoTps Ha T0, 4To MH Ky OyI3uHb He X0Tella, OHa HUKOTa He cMorja 0wl oOpamatbes ¢ Mait Jlu
2KECTOKO.

OHa Takxe r1yb0Ko mmepexuBana guneMmy Jlao 113y3yH.

Omnacascse, uto MH XKy OyL3uHb pE3K0 0Tpearupyer, OHa JIAIIb TYMaHHO ¥ YKIIOHYUBO HaMEKHYIIa,
OCTaBUB [JI1 PaCCyKEHUY OCTAaTOYHO MeCTa.

Mbsii JIu kpenko cxkamna Kyjnaku. OHa JOJIXKHa el CTBUTEIbHO JOPOXKUTh YCUNTUSIMU U CTPafaHUIMU
Jlao LI3y3yH. Kak Obl HU OBIJIa OHa 3afiyM4KBa, OHa HE CMOIJIa K 9TOMY IIOATOTOBUTLCS U MOTJIa
TOJIBKO IT03KaJIeTh UX Bcex. Ecnu Obl OHa 3Hana 00 3TOM paHbllle, OHU, BEPOSITHO, HE OKa3aJliucCh OBl B
TaKOU CUTyalLlUM.

[1] 9To 03HaYaeT, YTO OHA He 3HAET, HACKOJIbKO CIIOKHBIMU OB BOMpPOCk. Ho dalre ucrnonbp3yercs
¢dpasa [J0 (shui hen shen), 4To HOCIOBHO TEPEBOAUTCS KaK «BOMia OUYEeHb TTIyO0OKas».

[2] B mo6oM cnydae, ©MIIepaTOP BCETMa MUCIIONb3yeT [] (UK3Hb) i1 0003HaYeHUSI caMoro ce0sl.
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