-ITpo110 HEeCKOIBLKO YacoB MOCe HanmageHus JIGHTO U Tpex OAPYruxX MyKYKH.

"Monoxute MHe 00 yimepbe! Takxke 0T30BUTE CTPAXKHUKOB B OTITYCK, YIBONTE YHMCJIO CTPAXKHUKOB,
OXPaHAIOIMIKX BOPOTA, & OCTAJIbHBIX UCIOJNIb3YITE OIS TIaTeIbHOro 00bICKa 3amMKa! TaM MOTyT OBITh
Ipyrue yOUMUIIE, TaK 4TO 6ybTE OCTOPOXKHEI!"

¢l KoMaHOoOBaJ CTpaXKeu B TDOHHOM 3ajie. ['ocnogud Mopras nonyuun ot Creps! "Benukuit kabmyk",
Y BHEIIIHVE ITOBPEXAEHNS 3aKUIM, HO Celiyac OH HaXOOUTCI B MEJUIIMHCKON KOMHATe, 3aHUMasCh
CEepLe3HBIM [IeJIOM.

B mo6oMm ciydae, ceifyac MBI IOJIKHEBI CHEeIaTh BCe BO3MOXKHOE 171t 6€30I1acCHOCTH KOPOJIS U
IIPHUHIIECCHI.

"I'ycras!"
9to Oruta Huna, koTopas nmogbexana KO MHe.

"¢ TIaTenbHO IPOBepUIa oI B KoMHaTe Ero BenuyecTBa U IO/ B Hallleli KOMHATE - 0COOEHHO
TEPPUTOPUIO BOKPYT KOMHATH Jlen. Tam HET HUUEro HeoOEYHOT0. ITO 6e30macHo".

Cmacu00, 3T0O OYeHb ITOJIE3HO.

"TlonXeH CKa3aTh, S BCE elle II0f BIeYaT/IeHneM 0T HeOXHUIaHHOIr0 HanageHus. Eciau Obl MBI OBLIH
TaM, MBI MOTJIM OBl PacCIipaBUTLCI C HUMHU Ha MecTte!"

Huna u Crniepa mpubbiiu 4epe3 HEKOTOPoe BpeMs mocjie OuTBHE. Huduero He monesnaelns, 9T0 HE MOTJIO
pou30iTu cpasy. [Tomumo paboTsl B CC, HuHbs Teneps 4acTO Bhle3Kasla Ha I0JIeBbie 3a/laHMus,
yTOOR! TIOBLICUTH YPOBEHD KU3HU B TPyIIoOax, a Cliepa 4acTo HaXOAUIach B Maruieckou
nabopaTopuH, PacroiokeHHO! Ha HeOOIbIIOM PACCTOSHUY OT KOPOJIEBCKOT'0 3aMKa.

"MoxeT OBITh, OHU ¥ TYyHa 3arJIsobIBasiu..."

"...KaxeTcs, THl CKa3as, YTO BCIJIbUIO UM ArpaHuca?"
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"3uauunt, Arpanuc gan uadopmanuio o Hac? Ho Kak..."

"HeT, BUOUMO, 9TO 03HAYaET, YTO BHYTPH KOPOJIEBCKOTO 3aMKa MOTYT OBIThH IITTHOHH".
II')II

Huna mormapuia BOKPYT, a 3aTeM IPUABUHYIAch OIMKe KO MHe U IIPOoIIernTania.
"MoxeT 51 OBITH TAK, YTO OHU BCe elle B KopomeBckoM 3amke...?"

"4 aroro He 3Hat0. Ho HaMm HykHO OBITh OpUTenbHEIMU. Ho celiyac 3T0 Oosblle KacaeTcs...
Wmvnepun".

"O0BsiBIIeHHE BOMHEL, BepHO? A Kak ke Ero Benmuuectso, Jlest u ocTanbHEIE?"

"TIpsiMo celiuac, B 3afiHel KOMHATe TPOHHOTO 3ajla, OHU 00CYKIAl0T, KaK CIIPABUTHCS C CUTYyaluen ¢
IIPEMBEP-MUHUCTPOM U OCTaJIbHBIMU" .



[Toka OH yKa3bIBajl ¥ FOBOPHUII TaK, IBEPh B 3TY KOMHATY OTKPHIIACE.
3aTeM KOPOJIU BHIXOAAT U3HYTPU C 0YE€Hb MPAYHOU aTMOC(HEPOH.

"Jlesa!"

"A! Huna-caH, B npumu!"

[Ipunuecca Jles BhIlLIa U3 KOMHATH K HrUHE, KOTOpas MOBLICHIIA T'OJIOC.
"Brl Obi71 B 6e30macHoCTU? TH BeOb HE paHeHa?"

"Ia, s 6blna ¢ 'ycTaBOM-CaMa, Tak 4ToO S B MOpPSAKe".

"4l paga 3TO CibIIATE".

4 ToxKe momoIlen K MpUHIleCCe.

"WTak, mpuHIlecca, UTaK... Kakue y Bac IIJIaHbl Ha Oynyinee?"

"...Ila, BepHo. I mymaro, GymeT ydIie, eClid BH CIIPOCHTe ['yCTaBa U OCTAJIbHBIX".
[IpuHIlecca B3[OXHY/Ia U Hayasa TOBOPUTE.

"B mo00M ciTydae, MBI IIPUIIIIH K BEIBOMY, YTO OyOeM menaTh TO, YTO MOXKEM, U TOTOBUTHCS K TOMY,
YTO MOXKeM, YTOOb n30eKaTh BOMHEL. [Ipexkme BCero, MbI IIJIAHUPYEeM HEMEJIEHHO BHIOPATh
SMHKCCAPOB /I MUPHOTO Ipoliecca."

"[ledCTBUTENBHO U MMIepus npuMet 310?"

"f1 He 3Ha10. Ho c10BO '00bsiBNIEHNE BOMHEI' OBIO YIIOMSIHYTO TOJIBKO B CJIOBaX IOCJIaHHUKA, KOTOPHIH
Ha3Bas cebs JlenToM Hanpmxkoy. MHe OB XOTeJIOCH [yMaTh, UTO 3TO OTJIMYAETCS OT MBICIIEeH
Wmnepwuun, HO..."

I[IpuHIlecca BEIIOXHYIIA CO B3MOXOM. BhIpaxkeHue ee JInila HECKOIBKO CEPhe3HOe.

"OpHako, TS Ha ABUXKeHUsS MMIepun 3a nocjaeqHue HECKOJIBKO JIeT, He OyaeT YOUBUTEBHO, €CITU
MBI HaYHEM BOMHY B JaHHBIM MOMEHT".

"...0i, Jlest. YTo 9T0 3a cTpaHa - Umnepus? HopManbHBIE CTPAHEl He CTalX OBl IBITATHCS CHeNIaTh
YyTO-TO ITomoOHOe, He Tak Iu?"

crpamuBaeT Huga. ...9T0 TO, 0 4eM s TOXe XO0TeJla CIIPOCUTE. BEIIO OJTHOY 3arafikoy, II04eMy OHU
IIBITANIUCh NOOUTHCS 0CBOOOXKIeHMS repost KoBuera, HO 51 He 3Hal0, O UYeM OHU AyMaJiy, IIOChIIas
BOMHCTBEHHOI0 ITIOCTTaHHUKA Ha IIEPEr0BOPHL Pafiy 3TOTO.

"Hy, ecnii OB UMITEPHUIO MOXKHO OBIJIO OIIMCATh OOHUM CJIOBOM......, €6 MOXKHO ObllI0 OBl Ha3BaTh
[Haumen BTOpxKeHuU]".

"Hauusa BTopxKeHus...?"
Korpa s nepecnpocur, npuHiecca Jles 3arafoyH0 KMBHYJIa U IPONOJIXKHUJIA CBOU IIPEAbIAYyIIe CI0Ba.

"Bo BpeMsi ITpaBiIeHUs IPEAbIAYLIEr0 UMIIepaTopa HUYero Mofo6HOro He OO, U Y HaC OBIIN



XOPOILKEe OTHOIIEHUSI C KOPOJIEBCTBOM, HO... HECKOJIBKO JIET Ha3a[ MPeIbIayIIui UMIIepaTop yMep, a
€T0 3aKOHHHIN CBIH CTaJ ero MPeeMHUKOM, U IOJIUTUKA UMIIEPUH CTajla CTPAaHHOM."
"CTpaHHbIH OB, TOBOPUTE?"

"Ta. ITepBoe, 4TO OH cHeaj, 3TO BTOPICS B COCEMHIOI CTPaHy, KOTopas HoJizKHa Oblia OBITh ero
COIO3HUKOM".
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"HelHeIIHUY uMIiepaTop 3uK OB YeJI0BEKOM Ype3MepHOro [MMIepcKoro mpeBocxoncTsal. OH
TOBOPUJI, YTO BCE OPYTHe CTPaHHI AOJIKHEL CIIyXKUTh UMIIEPUU. f 4aCTO CHIBILIY TaKue IJIOXUE CIIYXU O
€ro IOJIUTHKE, YTO BCe 3eMJIM U BCe Noau 3a Ummepuio.”

"3T10 yXkacHo..."

Ho s moHMMAl0, ec/iu CTpaHy BO3TJIABIISIET TAaKOW YeJIOBEeK, HEYOUBUTEINIbHO, YTO CETOOHS OHU
IPUHUMAIOT TaKKHe XKeCTOKHEe MUIIJIOMAaTHYeCKHEe MEPHL.

“To eCTb BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, UYTO HET HUYETO CTPAHHOTO B TOM, 4TO MMnepus Moria cuenruanbHO
II0CJIaTh arPECCUBHOTO T'OHIIA, IOTOMY YTO IIPeArojiaraia, YTo OHKA coOupaloTcs HauyaTh BOUHY?"

"Ha. Ecmu 651 MBI IpuHSTU TpeboBauus JleHT-HaHmxy, oHM OblIn OBl TOTOBH UCIIONIb30BATh 00Jlee
arpeccuBHYIO JUIIJIOMATHIO, & €CJIM HET, OHU ObUIM Obl TOTOBH BTOPTHYTHCS K HaM. [ paHHUIIbI
KoponeBcTBa u MIepuu IPOXOAsT B CEBEPHOM YAaCTH CTPAHHI, TAaK YTO KJIBIKK MMmepuu, JOJKHO
OBITH, HAKOHEI[-TO 0OpaTunuch Ha KoponescTBo".

HpI/IHI_IeCCEl B3OOXHYJI4, CKda3adB 3TO.

"Kak MOXKeT U3MEeHUTHCSI CTpaHa C OOHUM MUMIIEPAaTOPOM, MUP JIIOfeH NelCTBUTEIbHO OBICTPO
MEHSETCS, He Tak u?"

[Tozagu Hac nopoua Crepa, BEPOSITHO, 3aKOHUMBIIAS JIEYUTh PaHEHBIX.
"Xopormras pabota, Criepa-cas".

"Her, coenaHo He Tak MHOro. Crracu6o Tebe, I'ycTaB, 3a TBOIO TSXKeNyi0 paboTy 110 PYKOBOMICTBY
cTpaxeil. TeM He MeHee, T HEMHOTO CIIbIIIajzia O TOM, YTO BBl TOJIKO YTO CKa3amu".

Crnepa moBepHYyJICA K IpuHIecce Jlee.

"W3 TOT0, YTO 5 CIHIIIaN 00 UMIIEPHUH, KOTOPO# MTPABUT HHIHEITHUN UMIIePAaTOpP, MHE KaXKeTCs, 4YTO
OTIIPaBKa OTCIOJa IMOCIaHHUKOB MHUpPa 3aKOHYUTCS HallpacHO. Ecinu y UMIepuu eCTh TOIBKO
HaMepeHUe BTOPTHYThLCS, OHM HallagyT Ha Hac 6e3 BompocoB. He mpuBeneT i 3TO CKOpee K TOMY,
YTO OHU HaUAyT Hauy HOru?"

"B0o3MO0O3KHO, 3TO Tak".
[IpuHIIECCa KMBHYJIA B 3HAK COTJIacusd, a 3aTeM.
"Ho TONMBbKO IOTOMY, YTO OHU BapBaphl, MbI He JOIKHEI CTAaHOBUTHCSI BapBapaMu TOXKe.

Y Hac HeT BI:I60pa, KpOMe KaK CPaXKaThbCA B CUTyalluH, KOI'ld HET OPYIroro BeIXOM4d, HO €CJIK €CTh XOTh



Masieimuii cnocob n3bexaTh 9TOro, TO eCTECTBEHHBIM COCTOSTHUEM I'OCyIapCTBa JOIXKHO OBITh
OTBETUTH palOHaIbHO."

"...41 MOHMMaIO JIOTMKY, HO MHE KaXeTCsI, YTO 3TO IPUBEAET K oOpaTHOMY IIary. MMmnepus yxe
00bsiBHTIA BOMHY. Pa3Be He BO3MOXKHO, UYTO OHU MOTYT BTOPTHYTHCS B JTF000M MOMEHT?".

"9T0, KOHEYHO, BOIPOC JIOTUKHU, U 3TO IMPeKpacHas Bells [ObITh Haluel]. Ho MenbHUIIA CITYXOB JTIOOUT
YUCTLIE Bl .

HpI/IHI_IeCCEl IIPOAOoJIZKaeT.

"KOHTHHEHT, Ha KOTOPOM MBI KUBEM, He SIBIISETCS UCKITIOYUTEIbHO UMIIEPUEN UM KOPOIeBCTBOM. B
HEKOTOPHIX CJTy4asiX MOT'YT OBITh CTPAHBEI, KOTOPHIE XOTST MIPUCOSIUHUTHCS K UMIIEPUHU WU
KOPOJIEBCTBY. B Takux ciyyasix, 4eM Jiydllle CJIyXd, TeM Jierde MPUBJIeYb COIO3HMUKOB. IMeeT CMBICTT
IPEeOIPUHSTE OpUITMaIbHbIe ATk U MyOIMYHO 3asIBUTh, YTO Mbl HE BUHOBATH ¥ HE HAMEPEHHI
Ha4yMHAaTh BOMHY. ITO TaKXe OOWH U3 MEePBHIX JUIIJIOMaTUYEeCKUX 1Iaros”.

"TIoHATHO, 3HAYMT, BH paCCMaTpPUBaeTe CaM aKT 3aK/II04eHNs MUApa Kak (HopMy Ipomarasgsl”.
"MIMEHHO 3TO 1 ¥ UMe€IO B BULY".

Yro? { He coBCceM IOHSAN, YTO TaKoe "5 BUXKY" WM "BOT UTO 3TO Takoe". 4 criblman o [pomnaranne] B
HEKOTOPHIX KJlaccax, HO 5 3allOMUHAJI 3TO Ha MeCTe [JI TeCTOB U II0JIHOCThIO 3a0bIBasl, KOTa TEeCT
3aKaH4YUBAaJICA...

9TO TPYAHO".

"W, KOHEYHO, MBI IpeIIpUHUMAaEM IIaru He TOJIbKO AUIIJIOMaTUYeCKUMU CcpefcTBaMu. IlapaiensHo
MBI TIOTIPOCUIIM CeBEPHEBIU ropof [KaiiHuc], KOTOphIM I'PaHUYUT HEIIOCPEACTBEHHO ¢ MMIepuet,
HayaThb IOATOTOBKY K IIepexsary."

"TIoHSITHO, 3HAYHUT, Y Bac Obl/la Mepa, He3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, KakK Bce 00epHyIoCck. MHe XKaJjlb, 4TO 5
3aCTaBUJI BaC YCOMHUTLCS B BallleM CyXpaeHuu, Baie BricouecTso".

"Her, 3T0 Heo6xomuMo, 4ToOH Kaxkasyi B CC 3Ha, Kakue 1enu npecienyeT KoponeBcTBo B OyAyIIEM.
4 o4eHb pafia, 4TO y Hac Obllla BO3MOXKHOCTH IIOTOBOPUTL 00 3TOM KaK pa3 BOBpeMs".

Pasrosop mexny npuHneccou u Crepoii, KaxkeTcs, 3aKOHUUJICA. Panom ¢ He HuHa KUBaeT rojioBOu.
"9TO0 TakK CJI0KHO U XJIOIOTHO, He IIpaBha jau? IlouemMy Bce CTAaHOBUTCS CII0KHEe, KOTa TeMa
CTAHOBUTCS OOJbIIIE?"

"...Tel mOHSIA BCe, UTO 51 ceruac ckaslaa, Huua?"

"KoHe4Ho, s MOHSJIa, TH MHe Bce 00bsacHUI. CyTh B crenyomeM: 'KoporeBCTBO He X0UeT BOMHEL. MBI
IIBITAIMCh 3aK/II0YUTh MUpP. Ho MUMnepus BTopriach K HaM", ¥ B TO XK€ BpeMs MBI TOTOBUMCS K BOWHE.
[axe ['ycTaB 3TO IOHAJ, He Tak au?".

"A? A... ga".

[TonsaTHo. Ha, s He mouuman! Crnacubo HuHe, Teneps s HeMHOro nmoHuMao! Ho, Kak u 0KuUAanoch OT
Hunsl u Criepsl, OHA OYE€Hb YMHBIE...



Kak IIpHUHIIECCa He II0HsJIa 3TOT'0, KOr'la s OJapuBall ee 3aTﬂHYBUIefICH YHBIGKOﬁ?

"BynbTe yBepeHE!, ['ycras-cama. [IpaBna, 9T0 ObIJI0 HEOXKUIAHHO, HO BOMHA He [OJIXKHA Ha4yaThCd
Cpasy mocie3aBTpa. TeM BpeMeHeM MEL CAejlaeM COOTBETCTBYIOIIKE IIPUTOTOBIEHUS "

"AX... gal"

HeyxXenu oHU OyMalu, 4TO S BOJIHYIOChH M3-3a BOMHBEI? MHe 3KaJb, UTO IIpHHIlecca 0eCroKouTcs: 060
MHe. Bce B mopsiike, 5T MPOCTO HE MOT COOPATHCS C MBICTIIMU B TEYEHHUE MUHYTHI.

4 mpocTo mONKeH HefaTh BCe, YTO B MOUX CHUJIaX. & He [iyMaio, YTO CMOTY MCII0JIb30BaTh CBOIO I'OJIOBY
IJIs aKTHBHOM POJIH... {1 cHesaio Bce BO3MOXKHOE, YTOOB OBITh IIOJIE3HEIM IIPUHIIECCAM C 3TUM
KOIILEM.

Kak TonbKO 5 9T0 pelry, g HonkeH Oyoy cpa3y ke HauaTh paboTaTh Haf MOBHIIIIEHHEM CBOETO
craryca!

— U BoT HaACTYIINJIO YTPO II0CJIEe TOTO, KakK s IIPUHAJ PEeIlIeHne.

"0, Boxe! KTo-T0, BRIgaouuii cebs 3a BuepalrHero UMIePaTOPCKOTo TOHIA, TOSBUIICS ¥ BOPOT
3amka!"

IIA?II

"¢ mpuien mOCMOTPETH Ha CaMOIr'0 MOT'YIIECTBEHHOI'0 YeJloBeKa B 3TOM 3aMKe! U 0OH 3aHUMaeT
riaBHBIE BopoTa!"

"Oa...”"

HoBocTrio, mpumeniredt B TpoHHEIN 3ai1, ObIIK IMOC/IefoBaTeIbHEIe aTaku MMmnepckoi ['Bapouu Buepa
u ceropus. Ero BenmuuecTBo, npuHiecca Jles u g, coOpaBiIecs: B TPOHHOM 3ajle, CMOTPENH OPYT Ha
Apyra C IMUPOKO PACKPLITEIMU OT YAUBJIEHUS Tla3aMU.
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