.- 3yran!

BHe3amHO pa3gaeTcs: FPOMKUH pPa3pyIIUTEIbHEIN 3BYK ¥ OIIYIIAeTCS yAap, OT KOTOPOTO COTPSICAETCS
Bech KoponeBckuil 3aMoOK.

II?II

# GBICTPO HAKPHIBAIO TOJIOBY IIPUHIIECCH ¥ TOTOBIIIOCH K CIlefyoleMy yaapy. [locie 3Toro rpoMKui
3BYK IIEPUOOMYECKH OTABAJICS 9XOM.

"Yro 3a...? YTo mpoucxomur...?"

333H... 333H, 333H! Y rpOMKOCTH 3ByKa IIOCTENEHHO MEHSJIach. f MPUI0KUII YX0 K 3eMJIe, KPENKO
obeperas IPUHIIECCY.

Yto 3T10? OHO KyHa-TO HampasiseTca? MraoBeHre Ha3a/, 3BYK CTAHOBUJICS BCe TPOMYE U TPOMYE U,
Ka3aJock, npubnuxasncs. Ho Teneps oH, KaXkeTCs, TOCTETIEHHO YAAIIeTCs... YTO, B 9TOM
HallpaBIIEHUM. ..

"He mMoxeT ObITH!"

B ToM HanpasneHuy, rue 3BYK yAANIAETCSA OT Hac, HAXOOUTCA. ..

“IIpuHiecca! [lepxkucek Kpemnye!"

"Yro... Kgaa?

4 mepkas KOIbEé rOPU30HTAJIbHO, @ 3aTEM IIOHEC NIPUHIIECCY Ha PyKaX ¥ OPOCUIICS BOH U3 KOMHATHL.
"T'yctaB-cama! Kyma 3T0 BH BAPYT cOOpauch?

"B TpoHHBIX 3as1! OTOT 3BYK, KaXXETCs, HAllpaBIsgeTCsl B TPOHHBIN 3am!"

"O, "erT, orell..."

4 Gery. 4 MOHSTHS He UMEI0, YTO, YePT BO3bMHU, MPOUCXOAUT. Ho ¢hakT B TOM, YTO UTO-TO yKe
IIPOU30IIIIO. £ He MOTy OTCTYIIaTh Aasiblie.

¢ He oueHb X0TeN OpaTh MPUHIIECCY C COOOM, TOTOMY YTO He 3HAJl, YTO MEHS XK[eT, HO... HO U
OCTaBUTH ee s He Mor. He To 4T0OH 51 OBLT CITUIIIKOM CaMOyBEepPeH, HO caMasi 0e30macHast 30Ha B 3TOM
3aMKe ceryac HaxXOOUTCS B Ipedesiax MoeH J0CSITraeMOCTH.

ITo mopore cTeHHEl KOPUAOPA, BEAYLIET0 K TPOHHOMY 3ajly, MeCTaMM OCHIIIa/IUCh. A elre TaM JiexkaT
TIaBIINE TBapAeHIIbl KOPOJIEBCKOT0 3aMKa. X ypoBeHb HoJKeH Obln OBITh B cpenHeM 20, HO He OBLIO
HUKAKUX IPU3HAKOB TOTO, YTO KTO-TO U3 HUX MOT CONPOTUBIIATELCS, KakK OyATO UX yOUIM MTHOBEHHO.

4 Gpocurcs B TPOHHBIN 3a. f ycafuil MPUHIIECCY ¥ OTKPHLI IBOUHEIE IBEPH.
"Bamre BenuuecTtBo!"

3aTeM U3 9TOM KOMHATH BHIPBAJICS MOIIHBIYA IIOPHIB BeTpa. BeTep BrIpBasCsA U3 KOMHATHI C OTPOMHOMN
cusoii. {1 u mpuHIlecca HEBOJILHO 3aKPhUIM JINIIA.

"dro0...?7"



Hawm ymasmoch marHyTh B TPOHHBIN 3aJ1, TIe CTOSIIM TaWHCTBEHHBEIE (GUTYPH B PAa3BEBAIOIINXCS Ha
BETPY XajaTax.

[Tepen TPOHHBEIM 3a7I0M OJMH M3 HUX [epKal B pyKe Meu U Halmpaisii ero Ha Mopras-CaHa,
CTOSIBLIETO Ha KOJIEHAX Ha 3eMJie. [1o3aau Hero HeMOgBUKHO CTOSJI KOPOJIb.

"...xm? HoBrie conmatTei?"

OTHU TpuU 3arafloYHbIX Yej0BeKa IOBEPHYIUCH K HaM BCEM Cpaay.

o

¢l HeBOJIbHO CTJIOTHYIL. JIUIla 9TUX TPeX MyXKYHUH - OHU BBITJIAMENH TaK, OyATO caMu OBITTU SIIOHIIAMH.
"XM, maBauTe moka u30aBUMCS OT HUX".

OmuH U3 TPOUX, MYKYMHA B OYKaX, CTOSBINNIM y BXO[la, B3MaxXHYJ II0COXOM B PYKe, U s IIPHIIeN B
cebs1. He Ob110 HUKAKUX TTECHOTIEHUM UJIM Yero-TO I0J00H0T0, HO UHTYUTHUBHO S IIOIXBATUI
IIpUHIleCCY U mo6exkKasl B CTOPOHY. 3aTeM Ha TO MECTO, TIe MbI TOJIbKO YTO OBbL/IM, TPU3EeMIIUIICS LIap
CBeTa.

Huxkakux mecHonenuu? KTo, 4epT BO3bMU, 3TU JTIOOU?

4 cUNBbHO yOapuil HOTOU 10 3eMJIe U IIPHITHYII K IIepefHel YacTU TPOHa. 3aTeM S BBICTPEJIUII CBOUM
ymeHneM "dpocTh rpoMa” B HOTH 4esI0BeKa - MOJIOOTO SIOHIla C YePHBIMU BOJIOCaMHU, KOTOPHIH,
Ka3aJioCk, BCe ellle OblJI CTYIeHTOM - KOTOPHIH iepaKaJsl CBOM Med B HallpaBlIeHUU MUCTepa MopraHa.

II'yHC!II

YepHOBOJIOCHIH MOJIOZIOM YeJIOBEK TYT K€ OTIPHITHYJI Ha3af. f IoCTaBUII IPUHIIECCY Ha 3eMJTI0 U
IIaTHYJI BIlepes, 4ToOb cIpsATaTh ee, TocriofruHa MopraHa ¥ KOpoJig o3aau ceos.

"C Bamu Bce B nopsigke, Bame BenndyecTtBo, rocnogud Moprau?"
"He-a. MopraH 3aIuTuil MeHs, TakK 4To {1 B mopsagke. Ho..."
[To3agy MeHs pa3fascs CUIbHBEIY yaap.

"Mopran!"

"Moprasn! OcTtaBaiics co MHOu!"

OueBupnHo, rocioguH MopraH ynaj. { momaBui xenaHue 00epHyThCs. UHTYyUIMA ogcKa3biBaa
MHe, YTO OIIaCHO CMOTPETH 10 CTOPOHAM, KOTJa UMeelllb [ejI0 C ITUMU TPeMsl 3araflO0YHbIMU JII0IbMU.

"OH B OPSTIKe, 5 IPOCTO yAapHUJil €r0 CIUIIKOM CUJIBHO. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO IPOCTO COTPSICEHHNE MO3ra'.

Mornonoii 4esoBeK C MEYOM TOBOPUT 3TO ¥ ITOBOPAYMBAETCS KO MHE TUIIOM ¢ 0e3001MgHOM YIEIOKOM
Ha JIUIe.

"...BmI, cimyuaiino, He [['ycTaB]-can?"

¢ MoYTH HENPOM3BOILHO OTPEarupoBas, HO Kpemde cxKaJjl KOIbe U IIPUBCTA.



4 He 3HAaI0, KTO 3TH IMIapHHU, HO HET HUKAKHUX COMHEHUH, YTO OHHU Bparu. Torma MHe HeET HY2KIOEI
IIEPBLEIM OaBaTh UM I/IH(l)OpMaLII/II-O.

qa HalIpaBHUJI KOIIb€ Ha MOJIOJOT'O YEJIOBEKaA, KOTOpI:IIZ COGI/IpaJ'ICFI MOJIOUTH KO MHeE.

"CTOIl... KTO BBI, 4EPT BO3bMH, TaKue?"

"9T0 MBI 3af1laeM BOIIPOCHI, He Tak n1u? I10 ['ycras, kanutan CC npuHLecCH Jleu, u3BecTHas
JINYHOCTH B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE. {1 CHIBIIIAJ, YTO OH JIy4IIUH KOIbeHOocel] B KoposeBcTse. O, ecnu
ofyMaTh, ¥ Bac, KaXkeTcs, ToXkKe Kakoe-TO HeoObYHOe KOmbe".

"KakoBa TBOS LiejIb 37mech?"”

"...Xa, TH He CHIylLIaellb, He TakK JIn...?"

[Tocne MrHOBEHMST MOJTYaQHUSI, MOJIOZOM YesioBeK ¢ MedyoM "Xax". OH cjerka paccMesics, Kak 0yaTo
M37eBasCh HaJl HaM¥, a 3aTeM OTKpPBUI POT: "[laBaliTe yKe IIpeKpaTUM 3T0".

"Pa3Be BBl HE yMaeTe, 4TO TaKhe CCOPHI - IIycTasd TpaTa BpeMeHu?"
"Torga OTKPOUTECH yxKe".
"TloueMy cHavana MbI? MBI IepBBEIE TIOIPOCUIIN Bac".

"TloToMYy YTO 3TO HAIll KOPOJIEBCKUIi 3aMOK, i - CTPaXKHUK, paboTaouuil 30ech, a BH - HAIK
He3BaHBIe T'OCTH."

"...nu, ecnu crnemoBaTh BAlllM MaHEpPaM, BEXKJIMBO JIX TIO3BOJIUTh XKUTEJISIM JOMa ITPEICTaBUThCS
BaM II0CJIe TOT0, KaK BHI MMOAHSJIUCH B UY2KOM IOM C HOTaMH B 3emiie?"

"..xM. { norumaro. IIpaBaa, eciu TH TaK I'OBOPUIIL, 1 HE MOT'Y HUYEro cKa3aTh B 0TBET. Huuero
CTPAIIHOTO, BCE PaBHO MBI COOMPAJICh PACKPHITHCSA U 0OCYAUTHL 3TO C CAaMOT0 Hadana".

Morofo¥t YenoBeK HaMepPEeHHO MTOXUMaeT IJIeYaMH U [ejlaeT I0Ka3HOH! MTOKJIOH, KOTOPHIM, KaXKeTCs,
HAC pacCTpauBaerT.

"3mpaBCTByWTE, 3OpaBcTBYUTE, MHL - { CeMb BouHOB}, mocnanubsie { UMnepueli}. 4 - Jlent Haugxoy,
TOT, KTO Bo3rjasiseT CeMb BonuoB kak Boun Meua".

JlernT Haunzeé. JlenT Harmxko? TeM GobIle MPUYNH OTHOCUTHCS K SITIOHIIAM C ITOO03PEHUEM, HE TaK
nm?

"Cerogus Mbl puiy coobumts Ero BenuyectBy Koposmio, 4To MBI 0cBOGOAMUIM repos ApK
Bunsrenbma Mupaxa, KOTOPHIY B HAaCTOSIIee BpeMS 3aK/II0YeH B MOMBAJIEe 9TOTO 3aMKa, X YTO MbI
xoTenu Obl, YTOORI OH OB TepefaH Ha nonedenue Mmmepun."



"...Mmmepuu? U B 0cBOOOKIaeTe repos...?".

Ha Moii Bompoc, olHaKO, MOJIOMIOM YeJIoBeK OOJIbIlle HUYero He cKasan. Ero B3rismd, KaxkeTcs,
HaIIpaBJIeH 3a MO0 CIIMHY, Ha KOPOJIs.

........ HaHp3r0-moHO0, BB TOBOPUTE..."
Koponb cepbE€3HO OTKPHIBAET POT.
“Ila, Bame BenmuecTBo KOpOib. [T0CT, Thl MOXKeITh Ha3klBaTh MeHs [locT".

"1 6yny 3Bath TeOss Hanmsé-moHo".

KOpOHB IIPOOOJIZKaeT CBOXO PeYb IMOCIIE€ MPUCTYIIA KaIllJId.

"TIpexpe Bcero, TpeboBaHusA HaHIKOY-HOHO U IPYTUX HenpueMieMsl. [loueMy MEI JOT2KHBI OTBEYaTh
Ha IpefIokeHrue HEBEPHOT'0, KOTOPHIYA UCIIONb3YET CUITY, a HE BEXKIIMBOCTh, YTOOH IIOCETUTE APYTYIO
cTpaHy? Kpome TOro, paHee BbI CKa3ally, YTO Bac mocjana MMmepus, HO Bh faxe He IPefoCTaBUIIA
HaM J0Ka3aTelIbCTB 3TOr0".

"Ax, Mou U3BHMHEHUA. B TakoM ciiydae, uaute cromga'.

TOBOPHUT JIeHTO, a m03aau Hero, OT YeloBeKa B 0YKaxX U C II0COXOM, K KOPOJII0, CJIOBHO BETEP, HECETCA
3anevyaTtaHHoe muchbMo. Ho g IIepexBaThIBAlO €TI0 KOIIbEM U XBATalO.

"OH, cTpaXXHUKU? ITO BaM HYXKHO IepefaTh KOPOJw".
"9To MOXeT OBITH OITIACHO".

¢ yTOYHSI0 Y KOPOJS U OTKPHIBAIO 1edyaTh. ITO OBIIO TOX0XKe Ha MuchkMo. KaxeTcs, npobiem He
ObLII0, TO3TOMY s TIEpEeHal ero KopoJro. f He 3Halo, 4YTO TaM OBIIO HAallMCAHO, HO KOPOJIb KUBHYIT U
CKasall.

"...IToxoxKe, 4TO BH AEUWCTBUTENLHO ITOCcTaHHUKYA MMnepun. [To3xe 3Ta HallnoHanbHas nedyaTh
BHUMATEILHO U3YUUT €€, HO, Cyas 10 TOMY, UTO 5 BUMEJI, OHa He OT/IMYaeTCsd OT HOAJIUHHOI O
NOKyMeHTa."

"4l pag, 4TO BEH MHe BepUTe".
JIeHTO COXpaHSsI CIIOKOMHOEe BhIpaXKeHue Jinila, HaCKOJIbKO MOT.
"WTax, elre pas Mpolly Bac 0CBOOOAUTH Irepos, IopH ApK".

"9T0 HEBO3MOXKHO. ['epoli COBEPIINII IPECTYIIJIEHHUE B KOPOJIEBCTBE, U UMEHHO II03TOMY OH
HaxoOuTcs B TIopbMe. [TogeMy 5 DoJIKeH IIpHUKa3biBaTh OCBOOOIUTH €T0, TeM 0oJiee MOCIaHHUKY
Wmnepun?"

"[IoTOMy 4YTO 3TO HeCIIpaBeIuBO".
"HecmnipaBengnuso?"

Ynribka JIeHTa, KoTopas Obllla HATSHYTOM, OBICTPO MCYe37Ia, a I'/la3a CYy3UJIUCE.



"Pa3Be repoit ApK-IoHO He OB JI0KHO 00OBHHEH B HECIIPABEIJIMBOM IIPECTYIIJIEHUH U 3afiepKaH
nocie nobemer Hag Koponem JleMoHOB? [laBaiiTe HEMeNJIEHHO 0CBOOOIUM €ro, MPSMO 371eCh U
cergac".

"I'mynoctu. KTo 661 MOT crenath Takoe?"
"...KT0, roBopuis? KoHeuHo ke, IPUABOPHLIYA Mar Hallled CTpPaHH - ArpaHuc!".

Y s, 1 KOpOJIb 3aXJI0Taly B Tafgouy. ArpaHuc, IIPOIII0 MHOTO BpEMEHHU C TeX I0P, KakK s CJIbIIIAN 3TO
M. ITO OBIJIO C TeX 0P, KakK 5 mojenuncs nupopMmaliien, moaydeHHON OT ArpaHuca, C KOpolIeM
rocie nopaxenus Koposns [JeMOHOB.

"ArpaHuc... 3Ha4uT, OH BCe-Taku u3 Ummnepun".

"...Kakas 6enubepma".

Kpas cmoB JleHTa gpoxkamnu. Ero ToH OBIJT TaKUM, KaK OYOTO SMOIMU, KOTOPHIE OH IOJABIISAI OO CUX
1I0p, TPOCaYUBaJIUCh HAPYXKY.

"4 cnplly Bac, KOpoJb. f CIIbIIIa, 4TO Thl ¥ TBOU JIIOAY UCIIOJIb30BaJIA CaMble MOAJIble U KOBapHbIE
MEeTOIH".

“LITO?"

"TocroguH ArpaHuC IPHUCOETUHUIICS K OTPSIAY TePoeB, YTOOBI TOMOYb KOPOJIEBCTBY, U MPUITIOKUIT
MHOT'0 YCHJIUH... HO S CJIBIIIAJI, YTO BHI, JTFONH, B CBOEM KeJlaHUM He XKaJleTh Harpaasl, 3ajiepKanu
repoes 1noce mobensl Hag KoponeMm [JeMOHOB U fake IMBITalIUCh YOUTE rocrioguHa Arpasuca...! Kak
BbI 0€32KaJI0OCTHBI, HO B BAIlIUX XKHUJIaX BCE eIlle TeUeT YeJoBeuecKast KpoBb!"

JIuno JIeHTO cTano sipKko-KpacHEIM, a KPOBb, Ka3aJl0Ch, IPUINTIA K eT0 r0JI0Be HAaCTOJIBKO, YTO OH yXKe
faxke He IIOMHUI O TOM, YTOOBI TOBOPUTH YBaXKUTENbHO. M roBops o Hac... a? { Kaxk...?

IeiCTBUTENBHO, O UEM T'OBOPUT 3TOT IIapeHb, 9TO CTOIPOLIEHTHAS JI0XKb ¥ He CONEPKHUT HU MPOIeHTa
IpaBabl? ArpaHNC IIOMOTaeT KOPOJIeBCTBY? 3afepKuBaeT repoes mocie nobdeqsl Hax Koponem
IeMoHOB, 4TOOL U30aBUThL UX OT HArpadbl? B Kako#, 4epT BO3bMHU, IIapaJlyieIbHOW BCEJIEHHOH 3TO
IIPOUCXOOUT?

“TTocmotpuM, Hauaxko JIeHT-KyH...? 9TO BCe JIOXKB"

"JIoxb? He MoxkeT ObITh. [locnmenHuil Mecs1] S OB PSAIOM C pPa30uToil cepaueM ArpaHuc. Thl 3HaEIs,
KakK 60JIbHO e ObII0, KOTHa ee IIpefiaio KOPoJIeBCTBO, KOTOPOMY OHa moBepsina?"

"Hert, mosToMy 3TO Helpaspa..."

"Her, 310 HelIpaBa, HeIIPpaBaa. Ona Besa ce0s XKeCTKO, HO OHa IT0OKa3bIBajla ce6sl TOMbKO MHE... OHA
IINaKala pagoM COo MHOU KaXXOyl0 HOYb. Ona IIPUCIIOHAIAaCh KO MHE U IIJIaKajla TaK CUJIbHO".

"Arpanuc? [1nakana...?"

4 meITaloch MpeficTaBUTh cebe MIayylyio ArpaHuc... HET, He MOTY, IpaBfa? f BcTpedanach C Hel
JIMYHO BCET0 HECKOJIbKO pPa3, HO Jaxke TOTHa S 3Hajla, YTO OHa Obljla BeObMOM C OMHOM MU OBYMS
IpUuYymaMu.



Crana Ol Takas XKeHIIKYHA T0Ka3bBaTh ce0s Mlauyllell Ha JIOAAX, faxke ecyiy OBl BBl ObUIXA BOBOEM?
"Het, HET. 9TO HEBO3MOKHO. ITO ONpPeNeneHHO0 (aabIlIuBLIi I1ay..."

f mymarna, 94TO rOBOPIO LIENIOTOM, HO BeNuKuil IOCT Iepefo MHOU OBLIT OTJIyIINUTEIbHBIM.

"JIraTh ¥ IJ1akKaTh, ma...?"

B ero rna3ax s BUpesna He TOJIBKO BpaxgeOHOCTb.

"Kanutan CC npunneccel Jleu, I'ycTas... BB TPYC, YCTYNAOIIUHI TOJIBKO KOPOIIIO. THl I'PEIIHbII

YyeJI0BEK, TPUCBOUBIINY cebe 3acnyry B nopaxeHnuu Koposs [IeMOHOB repoeM ApK-IOHO, U
IPUOOPETUINH U MTOJI0KEHUe, ¥ YeCThb IMOMJIBIM CII0COO0M, M KUBYIIHM JOCYKUM 00pa3om....!".

f ellle He Ha3BaJ eMy CBOEIr0 UMeHU, HO, [10X0XKe, OH IIPU3HaJl BO MHe NOJIHOro I'ycraBsa. Y Bac MHOTO
npennonoxenui... Het, g I'yctas, u oH He omu0Cs.

[TocT HanpaBssieT Ha MeHs CBOU Meu.
"Xoporo, g IpuHsI pemierne. [Ipexne Bcero, s cobupaiock u30UTL Te0S 30eCh J0 MOTyCMEPTH".
"Yro? 3auem?"

"Yto6HI TOKa3aTh KOPOJIIO, YTO [3710 He OyHeT mpouBeTaTh], T0Ka3aB eMy, HACKOJIBKO ThI JKaJIOK.
Torpa neperoBopsl 06 0CBOGOKOEHNUY repos BO30OHOBATCA... xa!"

Betep O6pocaeTcs Ha3apm oT HOT JIeHTa.

Heyxenu HeT gpyroro Beibopa, KpoMe Kak cfenaTh 3T0? [Ioxoxke, OH COBCEM MeHs He CITyIIaeT, Tak
YTO Y MEHS HeT IPyroro BeIOOpa, KpoMe Kak ChesaTh 3To...

"Bamie Benu4yecTBo, mpuHIlECca... BO3bMuTe MopraH-CaH 1 OTOUNTE ellle fasbiie".
"Vry. Ilpocty, I'ycras."

"Tloxarnyiicta, OygbTe 0CTOpPOXKHEI, ['ycTaB-cama..."

Korga s y6emgumcs, 9T0 OHH BTPOEM HOCTATOYHO HajIeKO, ST TOXKE MOMHSIIT KOIIhe.

"HaupgXo JIeHT-KyH, eC/ii TH IIPOUTpaElllh, s 3aCTaBII0 TeOs BEICTYIIATH HAIIy BEPCUI0 UCTOPUH, KaK
B3pPOCJIOT0, XOPOILIOo?"

"...IHo aToro He poiimeT, ['ycTaB. 3mech TH Ipourpaellb MHe. JIamHO, XBaTUT 601TaTh!"

Kaxk Tonmbko JIEHT cka3a 3TO, OH OPOCHUJICS Ha HETO C MEYOM HaroTOBE.
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