— ¥ 1e6st HECTIOCOOHOCTH K 00y4eHuio? B ueM pasuuiia Mmexay Koponem Cobak u mpocToi
cobakoi? Cobaka, XOpOILIO U3BECTHAS HECKOJIBKUMHU TPIOKaMU B 3a0RITOM ropope, 6ri1a 65 B CTO pa3
yMmHee Tebs1!

— AByyyyy! 910 He 5! 'as! I'as!

910 OBIT MOMEHT, KOTIa MeXMy 4eJIoBeKOM M co0aKoii Bejlach CBslleHHas BoiHa. Perpeccop
nop0ezkana K CyMaTOXe TOJIBKO [JIT TOTO, YTOOH! YITUIIHYTH ce6s1 3a 1100, Mpexke YeM CIIPOCUTbD.

— YTo Takoe?

<<BepOHTHO, 9TO CHOBa TO XK€ CcaMoe.»

«To ke camoe»? Omexpa, efa ¥ KpoB. EMMHCTBEHHOE, YTO pelllaeT cyap0y UeroBeKa, 3TO
ema. [Ipyrumu cioBaMu, 3TO MpobaeMa MeXay KU3HbI0 U CMEPTHIO!»

4 cxBaTHUJI KaCTPIOJII U [OTONal K Perpeccopy, IokasaB el IIyCTOTY, IIpeXae 4YeM 3aKpradaTh Ha
Hee.

— Tvl BupuIb 370? OOBIYHO 0OHOM OaHKON MOXKHO KOPMUTH YeJloBEKa YeThipe JHS. B HuX
CKOHIIEHTPUPOBAHO 0YeHb MHOTO efibl! Ho 13-3a 9T0M rpeGaHoi IaBKU OHU MCY€3al0T 3a JeHb!

YrpioMeiii ros0c A33u OBIT CHIBIILIEH U3aeKa.



— 970 He !

— Bpyubs! KTo 3mech emié kpome Te6s?!

— He sa! He s!

— Ecnu TH genicTBUTENbHO Koponb 3Bepel, mepecTaHb IIOBTOPSATL OMHU U Te XKe CJI0Ba CHOBA U
cHoBa! Thl TOBOPHIIE KaK IOIyTal, KOTOPHIM GOPETCS CO CBOUM CJIOBapHBIM 3amacom!

— 4 He monyraii!

— Torpga ybenu MeHsa B 0OpaTHOM, CKa3aB 4TO-HUOYOb Opyroe!

Perpeccop cpenaina BuM, YTO 3aKpHIBAaeT VIIIH, ¥ IIpepBasia Hall pa3roBop.

— OcranoBuTeECh. B 002, 3aMom4uTe.

MeI ¢ A33u eperIsHyIuCh ¥ 3aphlyaju. Perpeccop B3MoXHYIa, a 3aTeM Ipo6opMoTara.



— OTKyfa TH MOXKeIllb ObITh TaK YBEPEH, YTO BUHOBaTa A33u? ITO MOXKET OBITH HE OHA.

— Torga BuHOBAT THI, cTaxkep [lei?

bl IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Hee OePralliuMUCsd I''ia3aMU U ITPOOOJIZKHII.

— Craxeép TripkaH3sgka — BaMnup. OHa IbET TOJTBKO KPOBb. OCTaBIIMECS JIIOOM — 3TO TH ¥ 51. Ho
3TO OB He 1. 4 He HacTONIBKO 0€CCOBECTHBIN, YTOOH CHECTH BCE CaM U OOBUHUTHL B 3TOM cobaky. U B
KOHIIe KOHI[OB, 51 TOT, KTO YIIPaBJIseT IIPOBU3UEN.

«TEl 3Haellb, 4TO THL HACTOJILKO 0ECCOBECTHEIN?»

— Ecnu 661 BUHOBHUKOM ObINIa He A33H, TO IO JIOTHKE 3TO 03Hauasio Ovl, uTo TH, CTaxep Illew,
momkeH ObLT yKpacThb eny. Tl moHUMaeIb? To, 94TO ThI CKa3asl, TOJIBKO 3aCTaBUIIO MEHSs ellle 00JbIie
YCOMHUTLCS B Tebe!

¢ MIBBIPHYJT KACTPIOMIO B PAKOBUHY U 3aKpUYall.

— ¥ 1e6s1 gaxe ecTh TUYHBIN 3anac efbl! Th cKa3anl MHe, 4TO TeOe He HyKHO rOTOBUTH eny! Ho
faxe I0CJie TOr0, KakK Thl CheJl CBOM JIMYHbIE MPEAMETHI POCKOIIY, TH CTall 0YapOBaH
rOCyAapCTBEHHOU IHUILEH [JIS OyIIX, KOTOPYIO Tl CheNl U3 KaCTPIOIU ITOCPeny Houu? ABNsAeTcs nu
TUIIA U1 OYIIH, TTOpOXKAeHHass 0€JHOCTHIO, BCETO JINIIE ITPU30M [JI IeMOHCTPAIIUX TBOETO
IIPEBOCXOICTBA?!



— ITpu3om? IT0 uyib. I ObI HE CTAJ 9TO €CTh, faxke eCJId Obl THl MHE IIPeIIOXKHIIL.

— Torpma momyy, nponetapuat! KpaitHe BakHO, 4YTOOHI 51 y/Iagui 9TOT CIOP He Ha XKU3Hb, a Ha
CMEPTH C IBOPHSIKKOIH!

— [IpocTo nogoxnu.

Perpeccop ropopusa pasgpaxXxeHHBM TOHOM. YyH-9HT, ABUTAsICh M0 Bojie Illeit, MeqeHHO
II0BOPAYMBAJICA KO MHe, ITaps Haf ee TOJIOBOM.

4 3aKpHIT POT.

Iaxe eciy 9TO CIIOP He Ha XKW3Hb, @ HAa CMEPTh, 5T He MOT'Y II03BOJIKTh ce0e yMepeTh cobaubeit
CMEPTHIO.

— 41 TmBITAl0Ch CKA3aTh, YTO 37eCh MOXKET OBITh KTO-TO €Ille, 0 KOM MEL He 3HaeM.

— Hpest 0 TOM, YTO I'Ie-TO 30eCh IPSYETCS ellle OOUH YeJI0BEK, 0 KOTOPOM HUKTO M3 HaC He 3HAET,
Ha MOM B3IJISI[I, CJIMIITKOM aBaHTIOPHUCTUYHA.

«... UTax, on TOBOPUT MHE, 9TO, XOTA 5 0OBIYHO IIPUBOZXKY BECKHE aPTYMEHTHI, HHOT'Id S TOBOPIO
Yelyxy. qa ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO He MOT'y IIOHATBh 3TOr'0O YeJIOBEKa.»



— 4 roBopio, YTO, HPABUTCS Tebe 9TO UM HET, BO3MOXKHOCTE BCE eIlle CYLIeCTBYET.

— YT0 X, 3TO MOXKeT 3By4aTh pa3yMHo. Ho...

B ee morapke OBITIO TaK MHOTO JBIP, YTO OBIJIO IOBOJIBHO TPYOHO YKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO HEBEPHO.

ThI cmocobHa TOJIBKO Ha 3TO, loporoit Perpeccop? f mpocaely Tebs.

Yo cpenu, Ka3anock Obl, CIIOKHOM CHUTyalldH ITpaBa BCETOa OKa3bIBA€TCS CAaMbIM ITPOCTHIM
OTBETOM.

¢l yka3ain nanslieM Ha Perpeccopa u chenai 3asBlleHUE.

— Craxep Illen1, TBOU BHIBOM COBEPIIEHHO HEBEPEH.

— [Touemy?

— 9t10 Topema be3pnel, TanTan. [T0THOCTEIO U30IMPOBAHHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO, B KOTOPOE HUKTO He
MOXKET JIETKO BOUTHU WUJIU BBIUTU. Y THI TOBOPUIIL MHE, YTO B TAKOM MeCTE €CTh KTO-TO, O KOM He
3HAIOT HU 1, HU THI, HU A33u, HU CTaxep ThHIpKaH3gKa, ¥ 9TOT KTO-TO BEIXOIUT ITOCPENX HOUU, YTOOHI
IIPOCTO YKPacTh HEMHOTO €JbI?



4 rny6oKo B3MOXHY U PACKPHLUI CBOIO UI€aIbHYIO JIOTUKY.

— 4 omenommen. Takoro yejoBeka He OyIOeT U He [OIKHO ObITh.

— 4 moHMMalo, 4TO 3TO TPYHOHO NMPUHSTH, HO YTO THl UMEEIb B BUAY IIOM «HE JOJIXKHO»?

— Ecnu 611 TakKOe CYIIeCTBO CYILIECTBOBAJIO, TO, CKOpPee BCEro, 3T0 ObLI OBl MpHU3paK?

—Wn?

— 39T0 OBIJIO OBI CIUIIIKOM CTPAIIHO. f He X04y B 9TO BEPUTh.

Perpeccop MefeHHO oO6paboTana TO, UTO S TOJIbKO UTO CKa3all, U TyT ¥ Hee OTBUCJIA YeJIIOCTh.

9TO rynoe BhpaXkeHue NKla JeHCTBUTENIbHO Tebe MOAXOOuT.

— Tak 1o TOBOPHUIIIb MHE... YTO JaXKe He X04YeIllb PaCCMATPUBAThL TaKyI0 BO3MOXKHOCTDH TOJIBKO
IIOTOMY, YTO OHA CJIIMIIKOM IIyTraeT Te0s?



4 OBICTPO KUBHYIL.

— [a.

— YrTo0 34a...

«TBI IEeMCTBUTENBHO COIIEN C yMa? My TH genaellb 3TO CIeluanbHo?»

«CneuuansHo? O yeM THI? [TomyMaui. Perpeccop co BCEBO3MOXKXHBIMU YJIOBKAMU, BaMIIUD, KOTOPHII
MOKET Y4ySTh Bally IIPOJUTYIO KPOBb 3a MHOTO MuJib, Koponb Cobak ¢ cobaubuM HOCOM U MOUMHU
CIIOCOOHOCTSIMU K UTEHUIO MBIC/IEH, KOTOPEE MOTYT BUAETh CKBO3b KaMy(six Perpeccopa. Tel
TOBODHUIIL MHE, YTO B CTOJIOBOM €CTh KTO-TO, KOTO HUKTO U3 HaC He MOXeT 00HapyXuth? Y TOT, 4bH
MBICIIY 51 He MOTY ITpouuTaTth? Eciu OBl TaKOe CYIeCTBO CYI[eCTBOBAJIO, Mbl JOJIXKHEI ObLIN 6eXkKaTh
IpsMO cendac.»

«THI ormubaelbCst B pacyeTax, €Clid JyMaelllb, YTO 3[[eCh HUKOTr0 HeT. ThIpKaH3sKa U A331 CTa/IH
«4aCTSIMHU KOHIIa» B pe3ybTaTe BMEIIaTeIbCTBA MOCTOPOHHEro. KpoMe TOro, TOT (hakT, YTO «OHA»
IPUAET 3a «3TUM» mox 0e3nHy. TakKe eCTh BEPOSITHOCTD, YTO «OHU» BCE ellle TIe-To 3meck. Kak MHe
9TO OOBSICHUTE...»

... I[loueMy BCE Bcerpa Tax.

«HeT, 51 He MOTYy IPUHSTH TaKoe Oymyiiee. f yKe TepsioCh W3-3a TI0fiel, KOTOPhIE YKe eCTh
3meck. Temeps TH TOBOPHIIbL MHE, YTO €CTh KTO-TO €Ille, KTO HaXOOUTCS Ha YPOBHE 3TUX MOHCTPOB,
BCE eIlle CKPHIBAIOLINECS 3[0eCh, ¥ UTO KTO-TO IIOCTOPOHHUYN IPOHUKHET B TaHTam?»



«3HaeTe uT0? Hea. MHe He HYXKHO 00BbsICHSTE. B moboM ciydae, s BepBele B TauTane. Yto TyT
00BsICHATH? IIPOCTO MOMOKAEM, KOT'Ia 9TO MMPOU30HUIET.»

«JT10MKHO OBITh, 9TO JI0XKb. [JOJIKHO OBITh. DTO IPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO.»

4 cHoBa 00paTu/I BHUMaHME Ha A33H.

— O, A33u. TH OEeUCTBUTENILHO He eJjia ero?

— HerT!

— TvI TOBOpHUIIB «HET», HO... «B3mox». [ToyeMy s1 BooO1I1e IIEITAIOCh C TOOOM T'OBOPUTD?

bl OIITyTUJI BG3JI€CYH.IHIZ Pa3pPEIB MEXKAY JIIOObMHU M 2 KUBOTHBIMU U JIMIIb YHEIJIO ITOKaYdall TOJIOBOM.

«JTaxke ecnmy OBl ST MOT YHUTATh MBICIIA 3TOM IBOPHSTH, 3TO He uMeso Obl 3HaYeHus. OHa OyneT
OTPHULIATh 3TO [0 CAMOT0 KOHIIA.»

Tak 4TO Ha caMOM fiefie OCTaBaliCAd TOJIbKO OWH BApHaHT.

[ToriMaTh ee C IOJTMYHEIM.



«4 momXKeH mouMaTh 3Ty AIBOPHSIXKKY, KaK TOJIKO OHAa 3aCyHeT I'0JIOBY B KacTpioyto. Torga s cMory
TOYHO 00BUHUTH €€. OTKpoeM elrle ofgHy 6aHKy. Onepaius HaunHaeTCs CerogHs Be4epoM; Koraa CBeT
OymeT BBIKJTIOYEH, U HOYHBIE OTHH HAYHYT OCBELIATh TEPPUTOPHIO. B 3TOT MOMEHT 5 OMMalo 3Ty
IBOPHSXKKY 3a IIUBOPOT.»

qa YHEBIJIO CKPHUBHII I"Y6BI " CMOTpEII Ha A3z3y, InepeceKkas Halllki B3TJIsAObL. B oboux Hammx B3rjidAgax
IIbIJIaJI OT'OHb.

«4 He MOT'Y IIOHATSH, TagAT OHU HUJIX HET.»

OTHOmeHus MeX[ny 4YE€JIOBEKOM U co0akoii He OBIIM TAKUMHU IIPOCTEIMHU. Bbrinu Xopoimmue BpeMeHa U
IIJIOXHe.

[TpocTo OMOXKAY ¥ YBUIHUIIH, TBOPHSTA.

[Toxa s priyan Ha A33u, Perpeccop B3rnsHyna Ha MeHs, Cy3uB I'J1a3a. YyH-9HT U3[aJjl JeTKAu
JKYKXKaIUU 3BYK, Kak OYATO yKa3biBas Ha ee OCTOPOKHOCTh B OTHOILIEHUM MEHS.

«Crot. 4 4T0-TO YyBCTBYIO TaM.»

«0, moxanyucra. Het. 910 Ha camoM pesie cTpawiHo. Korpga Thl TaK FTOBOPUILb, JEUCTBUTENIHHO
KaxXeTCsI, 9YTO YTO-TO eCTh. M 9TO uAeasbHO TEMHOE ¥ MaJIeHbKOEe MeCTO [JISI IIOSBIICHUS
mIpr3paKa. ITO TOT XKe 9TaxK, I7le HaXOOUTCS MOS ClanbHsA. YTOo fenaTh, eClii Ha MeHs HalaayT BO
cHe? YV MeHs HeT OyaunibHUKA. XM... Y MeHsI HeT OyOUIbHUKA, HO eCTh CTOPOXKeBas cobaka.»



A mocmoTpen Ha A33u U CKa3all fOBOIbHO THUXO.

— 91, A33u. TH X0YeIlb IOoCHATh CO MHOU CErofHs HOYbO?

*Jlan!*

ymaro, HeT.
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