I'nmaBa 9: IIpenynpenuTtenbHble 3HaKU!

Hexkorpa n3sectHoe Kak MMmnepus ['pacust, KoponescTBo ['pacus ynpasisio IOYTU BCEMU
KOpOJIEBCTBaMH B BOCTOUYHOM perrvoHe KOHTHHeHTa. OgHako TricS4yeneTHSS BOMHa He Oblla K HEMY
671aroCKJI0HHA, ¥ OHO TIOTEPSIJIO CBOM BEJIMKWE CUIIHI U 60TaTCTBa. B pe3ynbTare ero cuia ymasna [0
YPOBHS KOPOIEBCTB, KOTOPBIMU OHO YIIPaBIsAilo0. B pe3ynbTaTe rpaxagaHCKOM BOMHBEI OHO paclanoch
Ha MeJIKMe KOpPOJIeBCTBa.

B 9THX ManeHbKUX KOPOJIEBCTBAX BCE €Ille MOXKHO OBLITO YBUOETE CIIEBI BEJIMUUSA TaBIIen HUMIIEPUH,
3alledaTlIeHHbI€ B UX KYJIbTYPE U dPXUTEKTYypPE, HaXKe €CIIN 3TH KOPOJIEBCTBA HE IIPDU3HABAJIX 3TOTO.
Ho To ke camoe Hemnb3s OBIJIO CKA3aTh O KOpOJ'IeBCTBe FpaCI/Iﬂ.

Wmnepus I'pacust Korma-To OblyTa OMHOM M3 TPEX CUIIbHEWIITNX UMIIEPHI Ha KOHTUHEHTE, B OCHOBHOM
6rmarogapsi CBOMM CaMbIM ITOMOPOAHBIM U OOTaTEIM PECYPCAMU 3eMJISIM, U TIPeXkKMe BCET0 TOMY, UTO
TaM pacIioyiaranacsk mrab-kBapTupa Beper Comnuca.

W 1o celt meHb eMUHCTBEHHOE CTPEMJIEHHE KOPOJIEBCTBA — MOMHSATHCS U BHOBb BEPHYTH cebe
yTpadeHHbIE TEPPUTOPUH 1, B KOHEYHOM CYETe, BO3POAUTH CBOE CIIaBHOE ITPOIIIOe.
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«XM... 9T0 OBIJT CMEPTEIbHBIM COH. KomIMapel 0 TOM TeMHOM OacceiHe ¢ OeJIbIMU 3MEeSIMHU [I0 CHUX TI0D
cusarcs. Ho roe xe a?»

Inst MmamerpKoro CumbBecTpa COH OB II0X0XK Ha MHOT'0YaCOBOe 3acChimaHue. Ho 9T monrue CHE
IIPUHOCUIIM EMY ellle OOHY T'OJIOBHYIO 00JIb: OHU ITyTa/Ik ero, Korga OH Impockhinasncs. Kak ObIBIIMii
IIMKUOH, OH HUKOTZa He TO3BOJISAJ CUTYallly BHIMTHU U3-1107 KOHTPOJd. OH BCcerfia IbITaicsa
MHTEPIPEeTHPOBATh HH(DOPMALIKMIO U JelaTh BEIBOMLI M3 IIOBEIeHHUs OKPYKAIOIIUX er0 JII0IeH.

Ho Boneto cynb0Bl OH MOHSTHS He UMeJI, THe HaxomuTcs. [locnenHee, 4YTO OH IIOMHMII, — Kak CITlajl Ha
KoJIeHsX y KcaBum, Korfla KapeTa HallpaBJisijiach B TOPO.

Temnepsb OH cUeN Ha KOJIEHSX ¥ HE3HAKOMOU KEHIUHEI, KPENKO MPUKAaBIIKCh K ee OONbIION U
MATKOY I'Pynu. Y Hee ObLIX 30JI0TUCTHIE CBETJIBIE BOJIOCH], CEpBIE I'1a3a, Ilafikasi KoxKa U TOHHEI
KOCMETHKHU. MODPIIUHEI BHIJABAJIU €€ BO3PaCT — OKOJIO COPOKA JIET, HO OHU TOJIBKO JO0OaBJISIIH eIle
OobIlle KpacoTh ee yIbIOKe.

«[TogoxmuTte! 9T0 He Mos MaTh! I'me a? I'me ona?!»



— O... mocMoTpu Ha cebs, TaKo# MaJleHbKUY U KpacuBLd. CMOTPH, Y HAC OOMHAKOBHIU I[BET BOJIOC.

KeHmrHa obpalanack ¢ HUM, KakK 00paInaTcs co meHKoM. OH He 00paTui Ha Hee BHUMAHUS U
OTJISIEJICS.

OH OGBICTPO HOHS, IIe HAXOAUTCS. ITO OBLIO YTO-TO BPOZE CTOJIOBOH.

TaM OBITT QIUHHEBIN CTOJI, IT0 60KAM KOTOPOTO CHUIEIH JIIONY, OT CTAPUKOB 10 MOJIOOLIX. 2KeHIHA, Ha
KOJIEHSIX KOTOPOM OH CHfeJI, PAclojI0KHUIaCh B OMHOM KOHIIE, Ha CBoeM 00Jiee BHIIAIOIIEeMCS U
POCKOIIIHOM CTyJIe, YTO MHOT'0€ TOBOPHJIO O €€ ITOJI0KEeHUH B KOMHATe.

9TO MECTO MPUHA/IEKANI0 KOMY-TO 60TaToMy, TaK Kak 3ajl BEITJISAEN KakK 0JTarOpOMHEIM JOM BpeMeH
peHeccanca. KpacouHrle KapTHHEI ¥ KpaCHBhHIe Ba3kl YKpalllalu 3aJl 4o Kpaes. [1oBCIoy CBEPKAO
30JI0TO, OT CTOJIOBBEIX TPHUOOPOB [0 JTFOCTPHI HA MOTOJIKE.

K cyacTthio, OH TakXke Hallen KcaBuio, CUASIIYI0 BTOPOU CIIpaBa OT CBETJIOBOJIOCOU KEHIIVHEIL.
[TepBbIM ObLT BepXOBHBIH TOPA-UHKBU3UTOP. Ellle 0gHOM 0C06EHHOCTHIO OBIJIO TO, YTO Y BCEX
OCTaJIbHBEIX, KPOMEe er0 MaTepu ¥ BepX0oBHOT0 JT0paa-MHKBU3UTOPA, ObIIA Cephie I'la3a U CBETIIhe
BOJIOCHL.

— Ax, Kakoii mo00nbITHEIM peOeHoK. [Joporoi boxwuii N30paHHUK, 51 uMIIepaTpuila PekcuH I'pacus
13 KopoJieBcTBa ['pacusi. Ecnu xodelb, MOXKelllb Ha3kBaTh MeHs 6abymikoi Pekc.

Ona TroBOpHIIa C TaKOM TI000BBIO, UTO CI/IJ'[BBGCpr Ha CEeKYH[Y II0Ka3aJloCh, 4YTO OHa - €ro CeMb4. Ho
IIOTOM €T0 PpaCCyaoK BO3001ama, ¥ OH 06paTI/IJ'I BHMMaHNE Ha MEJIKHE JeTallu.

Bo-miepBBIX, €My IPUIIOCH HECKOIBKO pa3 00113aTh ry0Obl, Tak KaK OH BAPYT IIOYYBCTBOBAJ BO PTY
CTPaHHBIM BKYC U 3amnax. f3bK OLIyIlaa KUCJIOe U COJIeHOe, a HOC YJIOBUJI CIaIKOBaTO-PO30BEII
apomat. JT0 OBIJIO CTPAHHO U B TO kK€ BpeMs 3HaKoM0. C caMoro POXAEHUS OH CIy4YalHO OIIyIas
3T CTPaHHLIE 3allaXy U BKYCHI.

<<HOCMOTpI/IM. XMypre I'lla3a, 4 YyYBCTBYIO YUaIllEHHOE cepnueGHeHHe " TO, KakK Ka)KJIBIfI pas3
CXKHMAKTCsA €€ IIIEKH...»

OHa uCIIBITHIBAJIa 3aBUCThH; 3TO BCE, YTO OH MOT I'Py00 MPEeHnoIoXKuTh.

IoragaThbcs 0 mpu4uHe OBITI0 HeCI0KHO. CUITbBECTP OBbLT HeIaBHO IIPOBO3TJIallleHHEIM boXbuM
V30paHHUKOM, U €CJIM 3TOT CTATyC OBbLT HACTOJILKO 3HAYMMBIM, HACKOJIbKO IPETEHIIMO3HO OH 3BYy4all,
TO 9Ta "UMIlepaTpula"’, 1o BCcell BepOSATHOCTH, IIPOKJIMHAJIA CBOIO yAa4yy 3a TO, YTO He HalllJla ero
IIEPBOM.

— OT1oro O6ymeT JOCTaTOYHO, UMIlepaTpulla. biaarocioBeHHOe OUTS HYKOAETCS B OTOBIXE.



BepxoBHBIY JTOPA-UHKBU3UTOP OBICTPO B3SJI €T0 Ha PYKU U [ajll eMy IIOYyBCTBOBATh TEIJIO0 Ha CBOUX
KOJIEHAX, YKyTaB ero CBOel IOPTHEPOM.

[TocTtenernno 3an Havan nycrets. ONPSATHO OfETHE CIIYTH YHOCUIMN Tapenku. Y BOT, HaKOHel],
OCTaJIUCh TOJIBKO UMIlepaTpHUlia, BEPXOBHBIN TOPA-UHKBU3UTOP U KcaBus. Ho uMnepaTpulia nouemy-
TO BCe BpeMs cMoTpenia Ha Kcasuto.

BonpIioi yenoBeK 3aMeTHII 9TO.

— He oOpamaliTe Ha Hee BHUMaHUS, uMIepaTrpuila PekcrHa. OHa 37ech TONBKO panu pebenka. OHa
OJHA M3 HaIero poma. Mul Bce 00beqUHEHH IIEPKOBbI0, Oarogathio u Bepoit Cesitoro Comuca. Tak
YTO, I0XKalyicTa, BEICKa3blBauTe CBOE MHEHME.

Peskuii 3BYK CKpezKeTa CTyJIa O II0JI HaCTOPOZXKHUII CI/IHBBGCTpa. OH 3Han 9To noBefeHue. Jlroau B
KOMHaTe CO6I/IpaHI/ICb O6CYJII/ITB YTO-TO BazKHOe€.

WMmepatpuiia cioxuia pyku. Ee o6pa3 cTapoi, MyIpo, MpeKpacHOH KOPOJIEBH HCYE3 B CIIEOYIONIEe
MTHOBeHMe, KOT/Ia ee JIUI[0 HCKa3UuIOCh B HeM3MEeHHOM yCMellKe.

— Jlopn MHKBU3UTOP, KOTOA MBI BCTPEYAIKCh B TIOCIIEIHUM pPa3, BEl 3aBEPUIIU MEHS, UTO 00CyauTe
Mo# Bommpoc co CeAThIM OTIIoM. TeM He MeHee, 1 HUUEero He CIHIIana B TeHeHUe TPeX MEeCSIIEB.

— Takue mena TpeGYIOT BpeMeEHH, UMIIePaTPHUIIaA. [IpsaBom GepeT Ha PYKY TO, 9TO AeJIae€TCA B CIIEIIKE.
BerOBHBIfI HOHTI/I(bI/IK TaK2Xe OOJIZKEH OyMaTb 000 BCeM KOHTHHEHTE U 0 MHPHOM OOTOBOpPE C
TPA3HBIMHU A3BIYHUKaAMU BocToka.

— He napo! INToxanylicTa, He Ha3blBalTe MeHs UMIlepaTpulei! 10T Kankui Tutyn! 910 nycrora!
[TpaBpa B TOM, yTO uMnepuu 'pacus He octanock. OHa pacranack Ha 4acTH X...

BopMoTasa oHa, TOKa3hiBasi CBOM IPUCTYII THEBA U PACTyIee pa30yapoBaHue.

CunbBeCTp MOYYBCTBOBAJI SMOIIMOHAIBHYIO BCIHINKY B BepxoBHOM Jlopme-uHkBu3utope. OH
YYBCTBOBAJ 3TO 10 KOJIEHSIM, IT0 TOMY, KaK HAIIPST/IMChH MBIIIITE MYKYUHEI, U CJIBIIIAJT 3BOHKUH 3BYK
KOXKaHBIX TIEPYATOK Ha er0 CKATOM KyJake. JIOpA-MHKBU3UTOP OB B SPOCTU OT AENUCTBUM
MMIIePaTPUIHL.

He nogo3spesast 06 3TOM, ©UMIIepaTpUlia OTKPhIJIA CBOM MBICIIH.

— He 3a6rniBaiiTe! BopnOa 3a 11epKOBb IpHBeja K TOMY, YTO MBI IIOTEPS/IA O0TaTCTBO U HAIIM CUJIOBHIE
neHTprl. OcnabieHrie ¥ OKOHYATENIbHBIHM paciaf uMnepuu ['pacusi — 3To OBLIO...

Ee cnoBa MIHOBEHHO O60pBaJ'II/ICL, TaK Kak Ha ee Julie ogBuics cTpax. Ee Teno 3agpoxaro, a riasa



OCTaJIUCh ITPUKOBAHEI K KO3EIPBKY BerOBHOFO HOpI[a-I/IHKBI/IBI/ITopa.

Ona 6bICTpO BCTaJlla, OIIYCTUJIaCh Ha KOJIEHU U XJIOIIHYJIA B JIQAOIIIH.

— 4 IIpomly IIpOoIeHus 3a IIPOCTYIIOK, MUJIOPH. qa IIpefaHHas CIIy2KUTEJIbHUIA BEPHI. HYCTB CBET
IIPOCBETHUT HAlIllK IIYTH XU HAIIMUTAET HAIIIA MMOKOIeHus!

— AMUHb.

MyxuuHa BcTan. C IOMOIIBIO CBOEH TPOCTH OH MOAOLIesN O/IXKe K MMIlepaTpulle, uiu Koponese. OHa
He OCMeJIMBaach 00JIbIIEe CMOTPETh Ha €T0 JIUIIO.

— JlamoHb Ha IIOo7I.

Ero croBa He Hecnu B cebe HUKAKUX 3MOIHNA. DTO OBII MPUKa3, KOTOPHIM OHA MOTJIa TOJIBKO
BBIIIOJIHUTD.

bes BCAKOro Bu3ra u CJI0B OHa BEITSIHYJIA IIPABYIO JIQOOHD U IIOJIO2KHUJIA €€ Ha II0JI.

— Aaaprx!

OHa BCKPHUKHYJIA OT 00N U COXKaJIeHUsI. BepXOBHEIH TOPA-MHKBU3UTOP MTOI0XKUI CBOM cabaTOH
(MeTaIMYeCKHUH Calor) Ha ee J1aJloHb, HaflaBUB Ha Hee C CHJIOH, JOCTATOYHOM [IJIs TOT0, YTOOBI
pasmarncs TPeCK JTOMAIOIMXCSI KOCTel. Y uMnepaTpuIlbl ['pacuy IOTEKIH CIIe3kl, OIJIaKuBas ee
IIPENbIAYIIUN CPHIB.

— CMOTpu MHe B I1a3a.

IIpuka3arn oH.

Ero nu1io OBII0 TOTHOCTHIO 3aKPHITO METAJIITUYE€CKON MAaCKOM, HO CKBO3b HEOOJIBIIIOE OTBEPCTHE IS
T7Ia3 OHa MOTJIa BUIOETh KPOBAaBO-KPACHOE CBeYEHHE, 0T KOTOPOTO €€ CEPAIe CKAJIOCh OT CTpaxa.
['ma3a HammOMHUIY eH, 4TO OH — TpeTuid Xpauurtensb CBeTa, 4e0BeK paHra Benukoro Mara,
CYIIIECTBO, HOCTATOYHO MOTYIIIECTBEHHOE, YTOOH OJHUM B3Max0OM PYKU YHUUTOXKUTH TOPOTA.

— IIpocTtute MeHs... JIOpA-MHKBU3UTOD, g ObIJIa HE B COCTOSTHUM...

OH mpepsar ee.

— "3eneHoe meMa" — TakK BCe Ha3bIBaJIM Ballly CEMbIO IIATh THICAY JIeT Ha3an. JIrotep Bac
XepMUHI'TOH, NepBrli [Tana PuMcKui, oka3as BaM CBOIO IIOMOILb. TOraa, 3a Ty XKe MUJIOCTh, Bh



Ha3Bau ce0s ceMbell ['pacusi. Tebe Hy>KHO HAallOMUHAThL UCTOPUIO, JUTS, 100 HEBEXKILl 0OpedeHk
TIOBTOPSITH CTaphle OIINOKHY.

3amnscThe CIIOMAaloCh IO ero TSIXKeCThi0, HO OHa He BCKPHKHYIJIA, XOTA W UCIIBITAJId CUJIBHYIO 0071,

— Bcero HeCKOJIbKO OHEU Ha3a[ g OTIYy4YHUIl U YHUUTOXKHUII IPaBAIIyI0 CeMbIO IepeBHHU [le3epTe 3a ux
CBATOTATCTBO. £ He X0Uy IIpeBpallaTh 3TO B KOPOJIEBCTBO, 'uMneparpuna’ I'pacus. ITycts y Tebs
OymeT XOpOIINii COH U OCTaTOYHO BpeMeHHU, 4TOOb 00lyMaTh CBOU MBICIIH.

OH momren IpoYb, €ero TPOCTh YyTPoKalollle CTylaia o KapenbHOMYy mony. Kaxabii pa3, Koraa OH
KacaJics 1oJa, CepAlle UMIIepPaTPULIbI KOJIOTUIIOCH OT cTpaxa. OHa rafiana, He OyOeT Ju 3TOT lIar
TaKHUM, KOTOPBIM IIEPEBEPHET BECH €€ UMIIEPATOPCKUM ropod. Begb oHa 3Hama, 4To Tpetui
XpaHuTeNb HEe YMeeT NMPOSBIIATh XKaJlOCTh.

OnHaKo HUYEro He MPOMCXOONIIO, ¥ LIary TIOCTETIEeHHO CTAHOBUIMCH BCE [aJibllle U [asiblile, HAaKOHELI,
TI03BOJIUB € IePeBeCTH AyX U YIacTh Ha CuHy. Ho K TOMy BpeMeHU agpeHasuH I0Tepsi CUy, u
OHa IT0YYBCTBOBAJA Ayllepa3nupaoiyio 00k,

— AQaaaaa...! Henurtenu! [To3oBuTte 1enurtenei!

Ee IIpaBas PyKa U ITaJIbITbI OBLIN ITOX0XKK Ha CJIOMaHHEIE I1aJIOYKH, HO 3TO OBLIO0 TO, YTO MECTHBIM Mar
MOT JIETKO MCIIPAaBUTE.

skskskkokskkkokkkk

B 310 XKe Bpems cHapyxku BepxoBHBIX JIOPA-MHKBA3UTOP OKa3kiBall KcaBuu HOPOTY B ee KOMHATY.
E# ymanoch COXpaHUTH CIIOKOMCTBUE, HECMOTPS Ha TO, UYTO OHa BUIella cerogHsa nHeM. Ho ee pa3ym
BCE eIlle YyYBCTBOBAJI Ce0s OIEIIeHEBUIUM U TOTEPSHHBIM.

— 9TO0 TBOSI KOMHATA.

Oxn nepepan ex CunbBecTpa. Ho Ha 3TOM BCe He 3aKOHYHUIIOCh. ET0 pyKa IIJIOTHO Jierjia Ha JIeBoe
mwieuo Kcasuu, cxxumas ero.

OHa 1mocMoTpesia Ha Hero B TJIa3HMIILI BU30Pa, ¥ B HUX OBII TOT K€ B3TJISA, KOTOPEIM OH CMOTpEI Ha
KOPOJIeBY, HO OHa YyBCTBOBasa cebst MeHee 0XBAaUYE€HHOM TAaHUKOM.



CHIbBECTP OMHOBPEMEHHO IT0YYBCTBOBAJI 3HAKOMBIH 3alaX, KOTOPHIH OH OLIYTHI B TOT Pa3, KOTAa
BOXK[b [le3epTe IBITAJICS YOUTh €70 — TaKOM rOpbKHUi... ET0 HOC, SI3BIK U HaXe JbIXaHHe OIIyIIaIu
ropeyb.

— To, yemy THI CTana CBUAETEIbHULIEN TaM, He [NOJIXKHO BEIUTH HAPYXKYy, OUTS.

Ero CIIOKOMHEIN, TOBENIUTEIBHEIN I'0JI0C U OyIIyIomas aypa He coueTanuch. Ho el ymanoch KUBHYTh.
Torma OH IPOIOIKUII.

— B Bepe Conuca MBI Ha3blBaeM BCEX KEHIIUH-TIOCBAIIEHHBIX MaTepsiMu. Xopoias i Thl MaTh,
Marte KcaBusa?

— [-ma, mou rocioguH. 4 mo6mio CumbBecTpa U X0polo o HeM 3a604ych!

Ona IIOYYBCTBOBaAJId, KaK XBaTKad Ha €€ IIjie4Ye YCUJINJIaCh, 3aCTaBUB €€ BCKPUKHYTH OT 6omm.

Myx4rHa KUBHYJI ¥ yrpOXKamle IPOU3HEC:

— OT0 g 3Hal0 04eHb X0poIno. Ho Kak HacueT Bephl U KOPOJIEBCTBA? BO3MOXKHO, OmHAXKALI, €CITHU I
Haly KOro-HuOyab, KTO pacCKaxkeT, KakK 9Ta KOpoJjieBa COAPOrHyJach IO MOel HOTOMH, 51 TOCMOTPIO,
Ovlna 11 TH Xopotiel MaTephio. CIIOKOWHOM HOYM, IUTS, a HAalpaBUT TeOs CBET Ha MpaBeIHbIe
IyTH.
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