BHyTpu 3a6pOIIeHHOr0 JOMa OHY BABOEM IIJITaHKPOBAIM MPOHUKHYTh B KOMaHy BHYTPEHHUX PYHH
TUIbAUY BaHTUD, U [JI9 9TOT0 UM HYKHO OBIJIO 3aCITyKUThH UX YBaXKEHUE.

Y Huxkonas u Jm1a O6bUT TOMBKO OJUH C1IOCO0 CTaTh IIeHHBIME, YTO0R HuKosal He pacKphlsl CBOM
CEeKpEeT, — YCTPOUTH OPaKy.

O cymuTan, uTo Hukomalk 3aMaHUT TEMHOE CYyIIeCTBO U3 Benukoro He3pumoro K cpefiHel oKkpanHe
PYyuH. 3aTEM CTPEJIOK IIPeCciiefoBajl TEMHOE CYIIEeCTBO U YHUUTOXKAJ €0 CBOMMU CBSITBIMHU ITYJISIMHU,
3aCTaBIIsgs UX IOBEPUTE B TO, YTO JIII I[eHEH.

— Tt xouems, 4TOOH! s mOBepsi Tebe? — mocMoTpen I «IlocnemHud pa3, KOrma 3TO YyAOBUIIE
TIOKUHYJIO MeHsI, ObIIIO OImuOKOH. 1 HUKOTHa He OyMy CcpaXkaThCs C TEMHBIM CYLIECTBOMY.

«BeI DOMXKHBI BepUTh B ce0s1. ECu To, 4TO BBl CKa3aau MHe, ITpaBfa, TO TEMHOE CYIIeCTBO He MOXKET
BaC BOCIPHHUMATL. MBI MOKEM HCIIOJIb30BaTh 3TO, YTOORI CAeiaTh ce0st eHHBIMH ! »

— Tl cobupaenbCst cpaxkaThCsl BMECTE CO MHOM? — HACTOPOXKEHHO cupocun Oul. Hukomnai
YCMEeXHYJICS U ITOCTy4aJl II0 CBOeN MacKe 3K3eKyTopa.

«3T10 OymeT HamuM O6ueToM B ropof. f Oyay moaTBepkKOeHWeM BallluxX CII0COOHOCTEH. BO3MOKHO,
majiay He TakK I[eHeH, HO ero CJI0Ba UMEIOT OIIpefleIeHHEIN BEC».

— YTo0, ecnu OHU YBUAAT CKBO3b TBOIO MACKHUPOBKY?
«Torga... 6eru».
«9TO yKaCHBIN IIJIaH».

— ¥V MeHs ecTb KOHTPMEPHI, — CKa3an Hukomaii, MaxHyB PYKOH. «f 3amMaHIO MOHCTPA, a 3aTeM MEI
cpa3uMcs ¢ HuM. OJHAKO CHavajla HaM HYXKHO HaWTH YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIN CTAHET XKEePTBOU, KOTOPYIO
MBI CTIaceM. BBICOKOTIOCTaBIIEHHBIH YJIeH TUJIbAUY, KOTOPLIA He TaK CUJIEH, KaK OCTAJIbHEIE».

"¢l mocMOTpIO Ha 3TO," YBepeHHO cKa3ay Jir. Hukosal yiaei0HYIICs, IOTOMY YTO 3HAJI, YTO Y 3TOT0
YyeJlOBeKa Ijla3a U YIIU IPEeBOCXOIAT YeJl0BeUYeCKue.

«3JTO 3aKPHBIBAET COEJIKY. BhI MOK€eTe HalTH 3TOTO YeJI0BEKa U CIEeNUTh 3a eT0 MeUCTBUSIMU
JOCTATO4YHO O0JIro, yTOOBI HAWTH HaM MECTO. 3aTe€M MBI CIIaceM uX, IIO3BOJIMB TEMHOMY CYIIIECTBY
IIPOCKOJIE3HYTH BO BHYTPEHHNE YaCTU PYUH».

«MEHI UTpaeM c oraemM», — 06eCIIOKOEHHO HaxMypuics Jul. «TeMHbIe CyleCTBa — 3TO HEe TO, YTO MBI
MOXK€eM KOHTPOJHPOoBaTh. OmubdKa — 3TO BCe, YTO HAM HYKHO, YTOOB 3aKOHYUTD KaK TPYIIH B
HeBugumom».

-- U nportus Xalga Toxe, -- cKazan Hukomnau. «3T0 TO, 9YTO MBI IOKJISIUCH CAeNnaTh. 1 MOTYy CKa3aTth
BaM C IIOJIHOM YBEPEHHOCTHIO, UTO €CJIU Xal[ yKpageT TO, YTO HaXOAUTCS B 9TUX PyHHAX, er0 HEKOMY
OyZmeT OCTaHOBUTH».

"...d mornuMmaro."

[Tocrne aToro S MOKUHY 3a0POIIEHHbIH 10M, YTOOH 3aHATHCS ClIexkKoi. HuKomal Obl1 yBEpeH, 4TO
BEPHETCS C HYKHOU IIeNTbl0, TaK YTO €My He HYKHO OBIJI0 6ECTIOKOUTHCS 00 9THX Belllax.

— BrIBaloT BpeMeHa, KOrfa g ToXKe COMHEBAICh B CBOMX MOTUBaX, — yCTaBuiICcs Hukonay B IOTOJOK.
«MHe He HYKHO CpaxaTbCs IPOTUB Xaiifia 3a 3TOro YyejoBeka. OgHAKO yIpaBlieHUe IPEeCTyIHbIM



CUHIMKATOM MOXKET [JaTh MHe He0OXOOUMYIO 3alllUTy B ropofae. ITo OymeT caMblil OBICTPHIM My Th K
MECTH».

HuKkosali 3Has, 4TO HEe MOXKET OH XKUThb B Benrkom He3prMoM ¥ 0XOTUTHCS Ha OAHIWTOB ¥ KapaBaHEI
3a Oymd. BeUIK Belliy, KOTOPEIe eMy HY2KHO OBITIO IeIaTh BHYTPH TOPOMa, U JIIOOH, KOTOPEIM HY2KHO
OLLIO MeIlaTh.
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Cepxuo IMOCMOTPENT Ha HAJBUTAIOIIYIOCSI CTEHY ThMbI, Ha KOTOPYIO IIPUOIMAKAJICS JTeTAIOIIUI
Kopabyb. OTOT TUTAHTCKUM Kopalb Ok 60bIle, YeM AJTHAC, YTO ITO3BOJISIJIO UM JIeTaTh Hafl
obnaKamu.

«MBI Tak BHICOKO, HO ThMa Bce ellle KacaeTcsi Heba», — nmpobopmoTtan Cepxuo, rasas BBepx. — Trl
YBEPEH, YTO MBI CMOXK€EM IIepeceyb 3T0?

«CoryacHO HalUM KapTaM, Mexay PoxaHoMm u pyrnHamu AGaHU e€CThb UL HeOObIOH y4acTOK
THMHL. [103TOMY y Hac He HONKHO BO3HUKHYTH IPOOJIEM C €ro epecedeHneM», — OTBETHUTIA PSIOM C
HUM Banbkupus.

— 41 6ymy 3amumaTh Te6ss, — XKecToM moka3an HOcu, moTsHYB ero 3a pykaB. Cepxuo yaelOHYICS U
KWBHYJI, TOKa3kIBasi, YTO TOXKE 3AIIUTUT ee. JIEKCH He COMPOBOK/IAI UX, IIOTOMY YTO OHA He Obina
0OMIIOM.

9TO0 HaBOJUT Ha Bompoc, 3aueM Cepxuo HyxKHO ObII0 OBITH 34eCh, HO BanmbKupus ckasana, YTo ero
3HaHUS He0OXOOUMEI 71 ucciaenoBaHusi. Kpome Toro, oH He 60sJics, Tak Kak mony4un Soul Gun,
MTO3BOJISIOMIUYM €My CTPENISAThH B IPOTHBHUKOB MBICIIBIO.

«Jlumep», — KPUKHYJI YeJI0oBeK mo3agy HuX. "OCTaBb aJIXMMUKA B [TIOKOE U UOY BEIIIbEM C HaMu!" 3To
OBLT KPACUBBIM MTapeHb, KOTOPBIM KA3aJICst MBOPSTHUHOM.

«/3BUHUTE MEHS, Bl IBOE», — CKa3aJia BalbKupus, Ipex/e YeM BepPHYThCS Ha BEUEPUHKY U
IPUCOETUHUTLCS K HUM. CepXuo yCTaBHIICS Ha OCTAIbHYIO YaCTh MX KOMIIAHUH, U MISTEPHIX OH He
y3HaI.

OpHakKo BCe OHM HOCHUIM HOBBIE JOCIIEXH, Ha KOTOPHIX He OBITI0 HU eIWHON LIapamuHbl. OTO OB ero
cTapme u3 PoxaHCKOM akaJleMun, TOXKe OBOPSIHE KOPOIeBCTRaA.

Cepxuo ObIT eIMHCTBEHHBIM CPeIU HUX IIPOCTHIM YeJI0BeKOM, moMuMo FOcu, KoTopas, moxoxe, Obla
13 CeMbH, 00CTyKHBaloOIIel noM Banmbkupuu.

B ocTanbHOM OH COBCEM He IIOHPABUIICA. H3-3a 3T0T0 CerI/IO CKy4aJl I10 CBOEN CTapOfI KOMaHJeE, B
KOTOPYIO BXOOHUIIN TOJIBKO OH U Hukomnait. OTu miomu OBUIN CIIUITKOM BBEICOKOMEPHEI, XO0TA OH OBLI
YBEDEH, UTO 00CC MOXKET B3STh UX BCEX.

9TO 3acTaBUIIO €T0 3aAyMaThCs 0 CIIOCOOHOCTSIX cBoero 6occa. OcranbHBe cOOnITUS C The Great
Unseen cpuesnany HeHABUCTD K ThbMe 3amnpenenbHou. OpHako Cepxuo Bufes, Kak ero 6occ
HCII0JIb30BaJI 9TOT 3JIEMEHT, ¥ OCTAJIbHLIE TOXKE.

FOcwu u Jlekcu moo6eliany HUKOMY He pacKphIBaTh 3Ty uHGopMaImio, Ho Cepxuo Bce ellle HepBHUYaIl
10 3TOMY II0BOAY. BOT moueMy OH XOTes HalTu croco6 3acTaBUTh WX 3a0BITh Bce 0 HuKomae o TOro,
KaK KTO-HUOYOb U3 HUX ITOCKOJIb3HETCS.



«MHe HYXKHO 3alIUTUTh ero», — nopyman Cepxuo, korma FOcu MoTsSHy A ero 3a PYKYy.
[TpuGuKanachk ThMa, ¥ OCTaIbHEIE OTPSIILI 3aHSIIH CBOU MO3UIIMU, TOTOBEIE K JIIOOBIM 00SIM.

"Hocute macku!" — 3akpuyasa BanbKupus, ¥ BCe OHU Ha[eIM MaCKU Ha JIUlla, YYBCTBYS, KaK
OYHILEeHHBIM BO3AYX HAMOMHAET ux nerkue. "®onapu!"

Kopa6nb BCITBIXHYIJI, KaK 3B€3[a B HeOe, KOr'Ja OH ITPOPBAJICA CKBO3b TEMY. Ho 3aTem oH paccediics,
KaK TyMaH, IIpexae 4eM COCYH IIOJTHOCTBIO IIOTPY3UJICA B HEr'o, X1 TOroa He OBLIIO HUYETO.

He Ovl70 HM 3BYKa, HU CBeTa, HU 3amaxa. Cepxuo HUYero He CIIBIIIAJ, KpoMe THXO0ro gbixaHus Kocu
PSIIOM C HUM, KOTOpasi Kpelye cxkaJjla ero pyky. Mx cepaiia ObUIH B TOPJie, TOTOBBIE K MTOSIBIIEHUIO
TEMHBIX CYIIECTB.

U TemMHOTA He mogBeJia.

3BYK XJIOTIAIOUIMX KPHITEEB 9XOM PA3HOCHIICS II0 ThMe, OKpyKast KopabIib co BCceX CTOPOH. Cepxuo
OTJISIOENICS B MIOMCKAX UCTOYHUKA, HO UX OBIIO CIIMIITKOM MHOTO.

Bywm!

YT0-TO MPU3EMIIUIIOCH Ha Many0y Mo3ady HUX, ¥ TPYIIIa MeaJeHHO 00epHynach. CyIIecTBO CTOSIIO
IIoCpeau uX Kopabiis, KCToYas ThMY, IONHUMASCh U3 PA3PYIIeHHBIX IIJIHT.

"CsameHHuKH!"

BaJ’IbKI/IpI/IH Onla HaxO4HBOH, JIOGpOCOBeCTHOfI BOXKIEM, KOTOPAA HE ITIO3BOJIsSAIIa HUYEMY TPEBOXKUTD
CBOU pa3ym. CBSIIIeHHUKA IIpou3HeCin CBOU 01arocJIOBeHMS 1 HaIlallk Ha YJIeHOB IMapTuu| U
OXPAaHHHUKOB.

- OKpyXKuTe ero, - mpouenTana BanbKupus, KOraa OHA OKPYKUITM MOHCTPA. Cepxuo CMOTpes Ha
3Beps, 3aTauB ObIXaHHUE - KphllaTas 06e3bsiHa, KOTOPast, Ka3aaoCh, KUIea ThMOM, KOTopas
IIBITaIaCh MOTJIOTUTD €€.9TOo OBIT IEePBHIH Pa3, KOrfa OH BCTPETHUIT CYIIECTBO, KOTOPOE MCII0Ih30BaJI0
3ty ctuxuio. KoHeuyHo, 910 ObH He Oojiee yeM Mudsl, Ho Benukoe HeBuprumoe gano UM oM OIS
CYIIECTBOBAHUS.

-TAAAAA! - 3aBoniusia 06e3bsiHa, Koraa 6ecurciieHHbEIe IPYTHe HEIPHYIX K UX KopabJIio, aTakys ero
CO BCeX CTOPOH. VX XBOCTHI paboTasnu, Korga KOoIbs IPOH3asiid KOPIyC, yrpoxkas COUTh UX C HOT.-
KOcu! - kpukHyna BanpKupus, 1 pyKa, JepKaBIlas ero pyky, ucdesna. Cepxuo MonbITaacsa
OCTaHOBHUTE €e, HO OHa ITobexkasa Brepey ObICTpee BCEX.

ManeHbKas OeBoYKa He MPOU3HECIIAa HU CJI0OBa, U He OBIJI0 HUKAKWX CEPOUTHIX KPUKOB. BMecTo 3TOTO
OHa pPacKHHYJa PyKH, Korma 6oxkecTBeHHas GUTrypa IMOSBUIACh CHOBA, TOYHO TaK Ke, KaK KOIfa OHa
Hallajla Ha ero gpyra."HerT ..." BoCmOMUHaHUS BCIBIXHYJIA B €70 T'OJI0OBE, KOTTla OH YBUOEJ, Kak
00e3bsIHHI KpUYaT B arOHUH, TIopaxkKeHHbIe 00KeCTBeHHbIME cTpesiamu FOcu. O0pa3 ero mpyra, 4bs
pyKa Oblsia IPOH3€Ha JIYYHUKOM, BO3HUK B €r0 CO3HaHUHU. - HeT!Ero nucrosneT He HyKAaJICSd B TOM,
yTOOBI OH IBUTAJICS, YTOOBI aKTUBUPOBATh, U Cepxuo mepxKall ero, Mpexkye YeM OH MOT IOHSITh 3TO.
Bomee Toro, BEIIyILIIeHHAS €10 CTpesia Obljla IT0X0Ka Ha Ty, KOTOPOH yrpoxkan emy Hukoaii.

"FOcu!" — 3akpuvana Banbkupus, u pykKa, JepxKasplliasd ero, ucyesja. Cepxuo MomeTancs OCTaHOBUTh
ee, HO oOHa mmobexkana Brepeq ObICTpee BCEX.

MarneHbKas [eBOYKa He CKa3ajla HU CJI0Ba, U He OBIJIO THEBHBIX KPHKOB. BmecTo 3TO0TO €e PYKHu
PACKHUHYJINCE, KOT'Ja CHOBA IIOABHIIACH 002KeCTBeHHAs (I)Hrypa, TOYHO TaK XK€, KaK KOI'Jla OHd HalladJla



Ha ero Apyra.

«HeT...» BOCIIOMUHAaHUSA Ha4yaJlk BCILIXMBATH B €0 I'0JIOBE, KOT'Tla OH YBUJEJI KpUYallluX B alOHUU
00e3bsH, TOpPakeHHbIX 002KeCTBEHHBIMU cTpefiaMu FOcu. B ero co3Hanuu Bo3HUK 00pa3 ero Apyra,
PYKY KOTOPOI0 IIPOH3uII IyuyHuk. "HeT!"

[TuctomneTy He TpeboBanOCh, YTOOHI OH ABUTAJICS, YTOOR aKTUBUPOBATh €T0, U Cepxuo yxe mepxKan
ero B pyKax, Ipexkje YeM yCIIesI 9T0 0CO3HaTh. bojee Toro, cTpesna, KOTOPYIO0 OHa BHIYCTUIIA, Obla
[I0X0XKa Ha Ty, KOTOpor Hukonau yrpoxan emy.

Cepxuo 1emnuics B 60xkecTBeHHYI0 ¢purypy 6ora, 6marocmosisiomiero KOcu, mo3Bosisis e aTakoBaTh
MOHCTPOB ¥ y6uBaTh ux. OQHAKO €ro pyKa JpoKala, IIOCKOIbKY MUCTOIEeT He BEICTPEIIU U3-3a ero
KoJie0aHUH.

«Tebe HYXKHO OIyCTUTH ero, Cepxuno», — cKalasl cebe anxuMUK. «OTO He Bparu. Brl HalaaeTe Ha
CBOETO0 Apyra».

OpHakKo BOCIIOMUHAHUS YIIPaBIsAIU UM: KopaOib, 60KeCTBO, ThMa. 3ech OBIIU BCe, KpOMeE €ro Apyra.
Ero mMaTh ToxKe cTosia psgoM ¢ HukomaeM, o6e IenTaauch 0 HEM.

B Bo3myxe pa3pmasics BEICTPEIl.
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Hukomait HaGIomas, Kak ero HexuTh yOua ele OgHy TPYIINY JTI0OPKEePOB, KOTOPHIE KON
BO3MOXKHOCTH CaMHM OrpabuTh PyHHEL. BMECTO 3TOTO 9TH HUYTOXKECTBA XOTEJIH BOCIIOIh30BAThCS
Xa0COM II0CJIe TOTO, KaK BOPOTa OTKPBIIKCH, U IIPOHUKHYTh B PYHUHEL.

«BBI BCce Tak IIeApHl Ha 3TU AYIIU, XOTS HEKOTOPHIE U3 Bac IIPOCTO CTPAHCTBYIOIINE OPOOsATU», —
paccmesincs Hukonaii, korga ero CyBepeHUTET CHOBA ITOBBICUJICS, ITO3BOJIUB €My IIPHU3bIBaTh OOJIbIIIE
HEXUTHU-MOHCTPOB.

[Brl monmy4yuny HeoOBIYHOTO MOHCTPA, ['y7id.]
[Brl monmyuyunyu HeoOBIYHOTO MOHCTPa, Mar.]

IIBa MOHCTpPa MPUCOEOUHMIINCE K eT0 apMuu. Hukoait ObIT TOBOJIEH 9TUMK MPU3LIBAMHY, KaXKIBIN U3
KOTOPHBIX Opasl U3PSIOHYI0 CYMMY, TaK KaK NMPU3bIBEL ObLIM HEOOLIKHOBEHHEIE.

OpmHaKo OH X0TeJl HeMHOTO0 Tpubepeys st OUTBE ¢ XaugoM. Mtak, Hukonai HCIoIb30Bal CBOU
CHUJIBI, YTOOBI BMEIAThCS B CyIb0Y, ¥ Ha 9TOT pa3 PeIlnyl BhI3BaTh PEIKOT0 MOHCTPA-HEXKUTE.
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