Bcero aToro moxHo Ov1710 OBl M30€3KaTh, eciau 06 HUKOIal MOT OCTaBUTh apxeojiora B CBOEM
KapMaHHOM M3MEPEHUHU. OpmHako, K COXaJIeHNI0, KOTha OH IIBITAJICS OOTPOHYTHCHA OO IIJIaHIIETa
PaHkbIIe, OT IIPOCTOI'0 IPHUKOCHOBEHNA €TI0 KO2Ka HCIIapAJIacCk.

Tabmuuka Orlna mpeaMeToM, yrnaBmuM ¢ CenecTuu, U cogepikasia CBSITble CUJIbI, KOTOPhIE ObITH
IIPOKJISITUEM eTo ThbMbI. Ecnu Ovl He 9T0, HuKomai BbIOpan Ol TETKUM MyTh.

— 4 BUXKY, THI YTO-TO 3aMBILUISENb, — yNIbIOHYIach eMy Koponesa dedi. «THl He MOKUHEIIH 3TO MECTO
JKUBHIM, €CJIA 9TO TBOS LIEJIb».

"Tel ©OUOT? ITO, €CTECTBEHHO, OBITI0 OBl MOEH 11eNTbi0, — CKa3ay npo cebs Hukomai. Ceituac G110 He
BPeMsI IIPOBOI[UPOBATEL 9TOT0 MOHCTPA, HO €My HY2KHO OBLITO MIPHAYMAaTh CIIOCO0 BHIXKUTS.

— THI, KaXKeTcs, TEMHOe CYIIeCTBO, — HaxMmypuiack KoporneBa ¢eii 1 3akpbina HOC. « OTBpaTUTENBHO,
YTO THI BCE ellle CYIeCTBYyelb. [loueMy KT0-TO Bpofie TeOsI CTOUT Y MeHs Ha ITyTH?»

«$l HU4Yero He UMeIO0 IIPOTUB Bac, MOsI KOopoJjieBa. {1 OBl HUKOI'[la He TIOMeIa BallluM IIJlaHaM, ecyiui Obl
Mor. OgHaKo y 3TOr0 00KeCTBEHHOTO IIPeiMeTa eCTh CEKPET, KOTOPHEIY MHE HYXKeH».

— IIyts B Cenectuio, — HeOPEKHO CKa3asla OHa. «{ 3HAI0, YTO apXeoJIor yKe paccKasas BaM. S
IepaKal ee B IIJIEHY Mecsill, HO OHa UCII0/Ib30Basia Tabnu4Ky, 4ToOk cOexkaTh. [I0X0Ke, CEKPETHI,
3anucaHHbIE B Hel, BEPHBI, X 9TOT YEJIOBEK AyMaJl, UYTO CMOXKeT cOexkKaTh».

— IJTo¥ TabNMUYKKU HENOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOR TPOHUKHYTH B CeNecTHio, — ckasan Hukomnai, 1 3T0
npuBjekno BHuMaHue Koponessl Oeil.

— Trt 6nedyernib, — HaXMypuiach oHa. «TeMHOe CyIIecTBO U3rHaHo u3 Cenectuu, U y Te0s HET
BO3MOKHOCTHU KCII0JIb30BaTh 3Ty Ta0MMuKy. CKaXKy MHe HaCTOSAIIyI0 IPUYNHY, II0 KOTOPOH OHa Tebe
HyKHa».

— Bu IIPpOHUIIATEJIbHEBI, MO KOPOJIEBA, — CKa3all Hukomal, ornsgeiBast KOMHATY. Ho, K coxanenuto,
CJIOM CBeTa H30JINPOBAJI €T0 OT BHEIDHEro MHUpa, Uy J'IyKaca He OBIJIO BO3MOXKHOCTH 0CO3HATh UX
3aTPYAHUTEJIbHOE II0JI0OZKEeHUEe. «KTO0-TO IIPUKA3adJl MHE 3a6paTb IITaHIIIEeT».

— Eme oguu nmony6or? Koponesa Obina ynuBieHa. «Y Te0sl XBaTaeT HArjOCTH JITaTh MHE, TPSI3HOE
cymecTBo. CuuTall CMepTh CBOMM HaKa3aHMeM», — CKa3aja OHa, coOupasi MaHy B PYKe.

— BHI MOXeTe yOUTb MEHSI, KOT{Ia s CKaXKy BaM, UYTO Y MEHsSI eCTh, — IOCIeIII 00bICHUTh HuKOIal,
u KopomeBa ¢eit oToepHyIa pyKy. Ee KopoHa mepecTayia CBETUTLCS, ¥ ee IOJIHOCThIO YepHEIe IIa3a
obpenu CIIOKOWCTBHE.

— Jlyyire cKaXu TIpaBay, TEMHOE CYIIECTBO.

«4 mory npuBecTu Tebs K gpyromy mony6ory. 9 gaxe Mory paccka3ath Tebe, Kak IPOHUKHYThH B
CenecTHIo C TIOMOIIbIO 9TOM TaONUUKU. f He YTO UHOE, KaK U3rod, KOTOPBIY MBITAETCS XKUTh. 3aUueM
MHe nmpobupaTthcs B CenmecTrio, Korma s u3rHaH u3 Hee ?"

Ero cnoBa, Ka3anock, yoapuiau B KOJIOKOJ, ¥ IBe aHTEHHE! Ha ee TOJI0Be Havyaiu CBeTUThCS. Korma
CBeT IIOKUHYII ee Teyio, HUKomail moYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK OH HCCIIeIyeT €ro.

"BrI He mXeTe, KaxkeTcs."

Huxkomnau He nra, IIOTOMY YTO I'OBOPHII O Jlunur, JIO6pOCOBGCTHOfI I'IOJ'IY601"I/IHG, KOTOpasi CTpeMHUJIaChb



K pUTyaly. OpHako OH He CKa3aJl, YTO CaM He CTaHeT IIPOHUKATH B Cenecruio.

Opuako, maxe eciu 661 Koponesa 3Hana, e Obsio ObI BCe paBHO. B ee riasax TeMHOe CYIIECTBO ObIIO
MypaBbeM, a yrpo3a Apyroro moixydora Obia ropasno 60JbIIeH.

«Yepe3 HECKOIBKO AHEN Oy[eT MPOXOOUTh PUTYall, U BUKcac HOoMKeH CIyCTUThCS, YTOOH 3a0paTh
CBOe TOfHOIIeHNe. Ha 3TOT pa3 momKHO IPOU30UTH HUCXOXIEHUe, U 3TO OyAeT IIpeKpacHas
BO3MOXKHOCTb YKPaCTh 002KeCTBEHHYIO 9HEPTHUI0 UJU aXKe... BOSHECTUCHY.

[MTocnmenuue cioBa 3acTaBunu KoponeBy ®eii mpuInypuThes. [ momybora He ObII0 HUYEro Oojee
3aMaHYMBOI0, YeM BocxoxkneHue K Cenectuu. Hukomal 4yBCTBOBAJI, KaK €€ CHJIa UCCIIEOyeT ero
pa3yM, HO OH CKa3aJsl IpaBmy.

«MHe HyXHO UM 3TOTr0 nonybora», — norpeboBasa OHa.
«OHU UCTONB3YIOT IICEBIOHUM, YTOOBI CKPHITHCS OT JTIofei. HacTosiiee uMsi BazKHO IS TIOIy6oTa».

— TrI cHOBa TOBOPHUIIIB IIPaBAy, — HaXMypHUIIaCh OHA. «f 3Hat 0 Bukcace u ero mpoucCxoXaeHuu, HO
Opaxkyisl TpegBuaesny ero mposa. Tel 6ecrone3eH».

Konbe cBeTa Hayano cobupaThCcs Haf ee TejaoM, 1 HUKomai moHSII, 4YTO 9TO OPyKHE MOXKET
IIPEBPATUTE ero B HU4YTO. OpaKysibl, 0 KOTOPHIX OHA YIIOMSHYJIA, OBIJTM HEe YeM UHBIM, KaK TeMH, C
KoTopeIMU HuKkomal cpaxkancs ¢ JIWIUT B CBOeH IPOIION XKU3HU, ¥ OHU MOTJIM BUAETDH OyAyIiee.

«BrI MOKeTe CIIPOCUTD UX ellle pa3, HO 5 He omubaiock. Byayiee nu3MeHUII0Ch U3-3a HeoOy3IaHHOU
CcynbObl. [TpUYMHOM 9TOT0 CTAJIO CYIeCTBOBAHME 3TOTO IOJTy6ora».

"HempuBsizaHHas Cyab0a..." OHa IIpeKpaTuiia CBOI0 aTaKy. «3TO TOXKe Apyras IpaBfa.
CnenoBaTenbHO, TH TUO0 TOBOPHII ITPaBAY, 160 IIPOCTO HEBEXKEeCTBEeHHA. ¢ He MOTy BUETh Te0s
IIOCJIEMHUM. 3HAYHUT, 3TOT IOJIyOOT U3 APYToro IjapcTBa?»

— ITa, Most KOponeBa, — cKa3ajl Hukomai, 1o ero nuily KaTuics moT. «OfHaKo, eclid 9Ta TabauyKa
MCYe3HET, IOIyO0r OTCTYIIUT, ¥ OTBSI3aHHAs CyAb0a He U3MEHUT OymyIIero».

«$1 GosbIlie BCEro 3aMHTPUTOBAHA TBOMMY 3HAHUSIMM, — CKa3aJjla OHa C IMOJgo3peHueM. «B TBoux
CJI0OBAxX €CTh CMBICJI, ¥ 3TO 3aCTaBIsIET MeHs Imomo3peBaTh Tebsi. KTo ThI?»

— {1 oguH u3 reHeparnos, — ckalan Hukomait, u Koponera ¢ei pacmupunia rina3a. Ha ee nmure
IIOSIBUJIACh YXMBIJIKA, @ B IJla3ax 3aropesach SpoCTb.

«Temeps 3TO UMEET CMEICIT. TH MapHMOHETKA 9TOM IIIIOXN», — CKa3alla OHa C SPOCTHIO.
«HemnpusszaHHas cyanba... 9T0 MOXKeT OBITh TOJIBKO Ta KEHIMHA. ITO MHTepecHO. HakoHel-To g
Hales Te0s U He JaM Tebe cOexXaTh».

Hukomait HU4ero He cKasasl, IOTOMY YTO 3HaJI, YTO OHA TOBOPHUT O JIUNIUT. ITO OBLI €ro mociaeqHun
KO3bIpb. HUKOal X0Tes UCI0/Ib30BaTh BEYHYI0 Bpakay MexXay JIMIUT U 3TUM M0Iy00roM, 4YTOOH
BBHIMTH U3 9TOM CUTyallWH.

«MeH4 He BonHyeT CeJlecTus, eC/ii B 9TOM 3aMelllaHa 3Ta XKeHIIWHa», — Bo3MyTunack Koponesa
dbeil. «9To MO MIaHC Pa3pyLUIUTh ee InaHe. OpaKyJibl JOJIXKHH YBULETH HOBoe Oynyllee ceiidac, pa3
YK KOCTH OPOIIEHEI».

Koponesa ¢eit B3rnguyna Ha Hukomnas u apxeonora, IpeXxae 4eM MaXxHYTh PyKod. BoniHa sHepruu



3aXxJIeCTHYyIa Hukonas, u on IIOYYBCTBOBAJI COHJINBOCTE.

«3T0 OB He YTO UHOE, KaK COH, KOTOPHIM 3a0kIBaelllb, KOTa MPOCHIIaelIbcsa», — cKa3asa 0Ha,
IIpexkae 4YeM pa3pe3aTh IPOCTPAHCTBO Ha YacCTu. " CIMIIKOM AONT0 OTCYTCTBOBa. [0 KparHen
Mepe, 1 BCTPETUJI HeOXKUOaHHEIN ypoxau. Knu MeHs..."

I[Tocne aToro Hukomna yman Ha 3emiio, a Kopomnesa ¢eii BeIlIa 13 KOMHATHL. Yepe3 HeCKOIIbKO
MTHOBEHMI ThMa IIPOCOYMUIach u3 Hukosas, Korja OH Hayasl IOOHUMATHCS, PACKaIbIBAIONIAsICS
rojI0BHast 607 yrpoxKasa yOuTh ero.

— Kaxercs, oHa yIia, — yCMEeXHYBIIUCH, CKa3all Hukonaii. «OHa meiTajzach CTEPETh MOU
BOCIIOMHHAHHUS, HO HEe AyMaJa, YTO MOSI ThMa MOXKET CTEPEThb €€ CUJIbI».

Huxkosmal cMOTpen Ha CBOIO TbMY, IIOKa €ro TeJI0 BOCCTaHaBIMBaJI0 KOHTPOJIb. [Ipeononenue
IIPOMBIBAHMST MO3T0OB I0oIy0ora npuagano MHe cui. OmHAKO yIOBIETBOPEHKE IPHIIIIO OT TOTO, YTO OH
Melnasn JInnur.

Bpaxpma mexnay Jlunut u Koponesoi ®eit O6bla npeBHe. Kaxkblil pa3, KOTr[la OHU BCTPEYaltCh,
IIPOUCXOTUIN KaTacTpodsl. JIUTUT OOJBIIYIO YacTh BpeMeHH yoeraeT oT KoposeBsl ¢eii, TOTOMY YTO
OHAa 4TO-TO yKpaja y Hee.

- §1 BEDKMIL, - BRIHOXHYT Hukomai. - Y 1 Mor Ob co3gaTh 6€CropsagoK. OTOT puTyasn 0yoeT 4epTOBCKH
WHTEPECHHIM, - CKa3aJsl OH C yNIBIOKOM, OMyCKasiCh Ha 3eMJTI0. - MHe HYKHO BEHIOpAThCs OoTClofa.[Bel
3HAUUTEJIbHO U3MeHUNHU cynb0y. B pe3ynbraTe Bo nomyuunu 30 oukoB CynwOsl.][B peectp nobasnen
HOBEIU CHMBOJI. ]

- "Tor n36exkan yxkacHou ydyactu."IlocmentHee coolOieHue OBIIO TOX0XKe Ha IM03IPaBIeHHue OT
cucrteMsl, HO y Hukomnast He Ob10 cun 060yMBIBaTh 9TOT Bompoc. [To KpaliHel Mepe, OH TOIY4YUI OYKU
CynbOBI ¥ IEPEXUTPUI CBOM IyTh B 0€30IIaCHOCTS.

CaMas BaxXHas 4aCTh €r0 apryMeHTalluy paCKphIBaeT CyIeCTBOBaHNUe reHepanoB. HUKTO He 3Ha 0
HUX, KpoMe JIMIUT 1 camMux reHepanos, 1 Koponesa ®eu 3Hana 3T1o.

Bot mouemy oHa eMy moBepuia. KpoMe TOro, MOHCTP OBII OCJIETIJIEH SPOCTHIO IT0 OTHOIIEHHUIO K
JIunuT. 9TO TaKXkKe OBITIO MOATBEPKASHHEM TOT0, HACKOJILKO OOTH OBIIM TIIECIIAaBHHI.

- MM, - IpOCTOHAJ apXeoJior, KOrga OHa Haydajla IPOCHIIaThCs. - YTO CO MHOU CIIy4HUJIOCh? f MOMHIO,
KaK CHjesa OfHA H... - TpoOOpPMOTasa OHa, MEITasCh MOOHAThCS.- Tebs: cxBaTuia Koponesa ¢ell, HO
MHe yianoch y0emuTh ee yiTH, - HAXMYPUBIINUCH, 0TBeTUN Hukonai. - Thl HUKOTIa He YIIOMUHAJ, YTO
OBLT IIJIEHHUKOM KOPOJIEBHI.

CaMmasi BaxKHasl YaCTh €T'0 apr'yMeHTa - PaCKPHITHE CYIIeCTBOBAHUS reHepasioB. HUKTO He 3HAJ 0 HUX,
KpoMe JIunuT u caMmux resepanos, u Koposnesa ®eit 3Hasa 3T0.

910 OBIIIO IPUYUHOM TOTO, YTO OHA IOBepuia eMy. KpoMe TOro, MOHCTp OBLI OCJIETINIEH SPOCTHIO 10
OTHOIIEHHUIO K JIMIUT. ITO TakxKe OBIIO MOATBEPKIEHUEM TOTO, HACKOJIBKO 60TH OBITH TIECIaBHEL.

"MM", mpocTOHAasa apxXeoor, Korjga OHa Hadasia IPOoCHNaThCa. "ITO CO MHOU CIIy4YUIIOCh? f1 IOMHIO,
KakK cupjesa ofHa u..." mpobopMoTasa 0OHa, IBITasiCh NOTHATHCH.

— Kopornesa ¢eli cxBatumna Te0s, HO MHe yAanoCh yOeIUTh ee YUTH, — HaXMYyPUBIINUCh, OTBETUII
Huxkonaii. — Bel HUKOIla He YIIOMUHAIU, YTO OBUIM IJIEHHUKOM KODOJIEBHL.



— Ona Obls1a 3mech? - 3allaHUKOBaJIa apXxeoJyior, OTJISABBasCh BOKPYT. «He MoxkeT ObITh, YTOOH OHA
IIPOCTO yIuia. Bel mxkeTe!»

«THI 3mech mxel», — HUKoai CXBATUIT ee 3a LIet0 U IBEIPHYII K cTeHe. «CKaXu MHe, II0YeMY ThI
CKPBIBAJI TOT (AKT, YTO THI OB ee MIIeHHUKOM. $1 Bce MPOCYUTAll U3-3a Te0s. ICTOYHUKOM 3TOM
TabIMYKY [OIXKHA OBITh HE KTO HHOM, KaK caMa KOpOoJjIeBa».

— Xa, — npoxpunena Tanu, ObITasCh BEIPBAThCA U3 €r0 XBaTKU. HUKOJIal UCII0Ib30Bajl CBOIO ThMY,
yTOOBI YHUYTOXKUTDL €€ MaHy U CHesaTh ee 6ecriomMolrHoi. "Y MeHs He OvlI0 BhIOOpA..."

— OO®bsicHU, — TIpPUKA3all OH, 0C/abss XBaTKYy.

— Xa, — oHa riy60Ko B3noxHyna. « Tl OB 0TKa3acs, ecnu Obl 3HAJ, YTO 9Ta TabNIUYKa
IPUHAAJIEXKUT eH, TI03TOMY Y MeHs He Obls10 BEIOOpa, YTOOR 3aCTaBUThL Tebst TOMOYb MHE, KpOMe Kak
CKPBITh TIPABAY...»
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