— Iemon, — npobopMoTan Hukomnaii, rinsins Ha XKeHIUHY. Pyka 00BuIa ero Ier BHe3allHO, KOra
npuUOBIT IbsHbIH JIykac. "OTnycTuTh."

— Trl TaKOM XONOOHBIY, JIall, — CKa3aj OH, IIOKPACHEB U OT HEro maxJyo ankoroneM. Hukonau
B3IOXHYJI ¥ TIOBEPHYJICI K XKEeHIIUHEe, HO ee yxKe He OBITIO.

«Trl MHe HyXeH Koe-4uTo, JIykac», — y Hukosnas BHe3alHO I0SABUJIOCE IIPO3PEHKE, KOTa OH
ycTaBuics Ha yomonka. JIykac o4HYJICS OT OLleTIeHeHUs, KOTa YCIIbIIan cepbe3HocTs Hukomnas, u
MaHa BEITEKJIa U3 ero Teja.

— YTo0 yrogHO, — CKa3aj OH C TPE3BOCThIO, 06PETEHHOM 3a CUeT MaHH. «f HUKOT[a He AyMaJl, YTo
TAKOH TOPOBIM Y€JIOBEK, KaK THI, IIOIIPOCUT MEHS O TIOMOIIIN».

— Jleno BecbMa Cepbe3HOe, — CKa3all Hukonai, ornsaasiBasich. - HoO Hac He CBIIIHO, KOTAa MBI 3TO
o0CyXmaeM, - KaK TOJIbKO OH 3aKOHYMJI CBOM CJIOBa, BOKPYT HUX IOSBUJIACh BETPOBAs IIperpaja.

— Temepsh TH MOXKeIllb CBOOOJHO TOBOPUTb.

«Ee BrICOYECTBO B OMMAaCHOCTH», — CKa3an Hukomal, u aypa BoKpyT JIykaca u3MeHuIack. Bmecto
00rryHOr0 0€33a60THOTO YOMogKa Po3uu mosIBUIIOCE COKPYIIUTEIbHOE IPUCYTCTBUE. «$ CYUTAI0, UTO
oHa OymeT aTakoBaHa BO BpeMs PUTyasa».

“Torga MBI JOJIKHEI IIOMeIIaTh € IPUCYTCTBOBATD."

«Takoe meno IIPpUBEJIO OBl K BOMHE MeXNOy OBYMA KOPOJIEBCTBAMU U IIPEOYIIPEOUIIO OBl 3BepI/IHOG
uapCTBO. HOSTOMy g CHYUTAl0, YTO OHHU SABJIAIOTCA BOOXHOBUTEJIAMHU 3TOT'O».

"Kax BEI y3HaAJIA O TaKOU Belu?"

«Y MeHs ecTh ocobast CIOCOOHOCTb ITpeCKa3kIBaTh HaMepeHus ofeli. Hampumep, CBSIIEHHUK U3
IIPOIJIOT0 YYBCTBOBAJ XKafHOCTh K IPUHIIECCE.

«3JTOT CTApUK IIPOCTO YPOAIUBas kaba, Kaxmaymmas nebens», JIykac mokadal rojaoBoi. «4 BcTpedan
HeMaJio CTaPUKOB, XKeJaBmux ee. Ho, K coKaneHnio, 3TOr0 HeIOCTaTOYHO .

«Y MeH$ ecTh IIOAPYTa-apXeoJioT, ¥ OHa CKa3ajla MHE, YTO PUTYaJl BK/IoYaeT B ce0s mogHouieHue. 5
0010Ch, YTO 3TOT PUTya] — BCETO JIUIIb CIT0CO0 YOUTEH IPUHIIECCY U MPU3BaTh BouHOB ®eprl. ITO
OymeT HauaJ0M BOMHBI, €CJIM OHU MIPEYCIIeBaloT».

JIykac Moy4as, pa3MHIIIIsSs Hag 9TUM BOIpocoM. Hukoait 3Haj, 9YTO 9TOMY YeJI0BEKY CII0KHO
TIOBEPUTD €My, HO OH OB Ty4IIXM YeJ0BeKoM, YToOH yOemuTh Mapuio ¥ yaepxkaTth JfBapaa Ha
PacCTOSTHUU B TeYEHUE ABYX OHEH.

«41 momory tebe, TOIBKO YTOOH yOEOUTHCS, YTO OHa B 6e30macHOCTH. UTO MHE HYKHO CHeNaTh?»
— Tt He GoHIIbCS, YTO 5T TEOST UCIIOIBH3YI0?

«B xypueM ciy4ae MeHs UCIOJb3YIOT. B nydiem ciydae s cnacy Maputo. HeT maxke nmpuuus
paccMaTpuBaTh 3TOT BOIPOC. f1 He IIPOTUB TOT0, YTOOHE MEHS UCIIOIH30BaJIK, YTOOH YOEmUThCS, UTO
OHa B 0€301aCHOCTU».

«Bmio6IeHHBIN OypaK — caMoe IOAXOofsinee Ha3BaHUe IJISl 3TOT0 IOHOIIN», — C YIIBIOKOM ITomyMalt
Hukomaii. OgHaKO OH He Jirajl, TakK KakK 3TO TaKxkKe cracio Ovl npunieccy. Mtak, Hukonait Hagan
paccka3bBaTh IJIaH.
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— Tebe nyxeH Jlain? — cupocuia KHsI2KHa Maphks, fiepxkKa pyKu nepep co0oii. «4 He TOHUMAIO,
1I0YeMy BEHI IBO€ BAPYT OKa3alIlCh Tak ONMU3KW», — CKa3aja OHa, IIypsch.

«4l ymycTui Takyio BO3MOXKHOCTE. ECTeCTBEHHO, KHATHUHS PeBHyeT, — BAPYT 3aHepBHUYan Hukomnaii,
CTOS PAOM C HeropsieM Po3uen.

«MBHI BCTpEeTUINCH HECKOJIBKO IHEH Ha3af B Jiecy», — yabIOHYyJC JIyKac, ¥ eTo cl0Ba 3aCTaBUIIU
IIPUHIIECCY ITIOKPACHETh U OTBECTH B3rIAf. «OH HyKEH MHe I MOeU IIOATOTOBKHU K IPAAyLIeMy
«3aTepsHHOMY cafy».

— 4 He 3Hasa, 4TO THI B 9TOM y4aCTBYelllb, — HaXMyPHUIach OHa U B3r/IsAHYyIa Ha Hukomnas. — U gyem
THL eMy noJie3eH, Jlaun?

«Momnopot mactep ['pudduH rOBOPUT, YTO ¥ MEHS €CTh UHTEPECHbIE UIeN OTHOCUTENIBHO eTro
MCII0JIb30BaHMS BeTpa. S TONMBKO paccka3al eMy O TeXHUKe, KOTOPOM HayuuJICSd Y AyXa-XpaHUTeIs.
Ecnu BaM HYyKHO YTO-TO eltle, 51 ObUT OBl CYaCTINB OTKJIOHUTH €r0 IIPEeJIOKEHUEe».

«ToI GBI OBI Pag 0OTKa3aThCs B II0060M Cydae», B3MOXHYI JIyKac ¢ aMmouusMu. «f Bepio, uto y Jlaina
€CTh OTBET, KOTOPHIH CcllellaeT MeHs CuIbHee. «3aTepsSsHHBIN cafi» CTAHET MOUM IIaHCOM J0OUTHCS
IIPU3HAHUS B KOPOJIEBCTBEY.

— [Tpu3nanue, ga? nIpuHIilecca Momydana. «ECTh u 0O, KOTOPhIe XOTeu Obl, YTOOH Bac IIPU3HAY,
Momomoit Mactep ['pudpuu?»

— EcTb, ¥ 0OUH U3 HUX — He KTO HHOM, KaK TBOU OTel], — C YXMBIIKOX CKa3as JIykac, u mpuHlecca
CUJIbHO TIOKpacHena. Hukomai moguBUiIcs TOMY, KaK ero CJioBa OCTaBaIuCh MOYTUTENTbHBIME, HO
KaKHMM-TO 00pa3oM BEIpaxau ero IPUBsI3aHHOCTD.

— OTOT yONmomoK — UTPOK, — 3aMeTun Hukonau, risas Ha HHKPYCTUPOBAHHYIO AParolleHHEIMU
KaMHSIMU 3eJIeHy10 Macky JIykaca.

"{ moHuMar. Bl 1Boe MOXKeTe IPOBECTH CefyIolIre HECKOIbKO OHel BMecTe. OgHako Jlaun
OOJI2KEeH BEPHYThCS OO0 puTyana. dcHo?"

— 4cHo Kak feHb, Ballle BHICOUECTBO, — MOKJIoHUICS Hukomnal. «Iloxkanyicra, coob1UmTe MacTepy
OnBapay 0 MOEM OTCYTCTBHH. JTO MOXKET BHI3BaTh Helopa3dyMeHue, 4To 51 cOexan».

«4 Oymy», — CKa3aja OHa, IpeXk[e 4eM [0JIr0 CMOTPeTh Ha JIykaca, ¥ MyK4UKHa YIbLIOHYJICS B OTBET.
— 4 celivac yuny, — U3BUHUJIACH IIPUHIIECCA U yIITa.

«JIromu mogyMaroT, YTO B JOKy4YaeTe IpUHIlecce, ecniu OymeTe IPOJOIXKATh ISIUTHCS €U B CIIUHY»,
— npepynpenun Hukonay 3aruiHOTU3UPOBAaHHOrO JIyKaca.

«OpHaxXOw! 9 XKEHIOCh Ha Hell, TaK YTO HeBaXHO, YTO OHU AyMaloT», — YBEPEHHO CKa3aJl JIykac.
Huxkomai Mor cka3aTh, YTO 3TO OBUIO OTHOU U3 IIeJIeH ero XXU3HHU.

— B KoHIIe KOHIIOB, T1000Bb HE TaK VK U I1JI0Xa, — B3MoxHYT Hukoma, u JIykac HaKOHEIl TOBEPHYJICS
K HeMy. «M3 Bcex Belei, pagu KOTOPHIX BH KUBETe, TI000Bb — caMasi 3HaUuMasi».

"Trl KorHma-HUOyOb Baobnsanca?" — cupocun Jlykac. Hukonai Mondan u B3r/IsHyN Ha JIunut, 6onTas
C IPYTHUM ABOPSIHUHOM. MX B3r/ISIOEl BCTPETUIINUCH, U BlleyeHMe ObIJIO MOX0XKe Ha TO, YTO OHU



pa3fessiiy B IPOILIION KU3HU.
«4l mymar, 4To 3Ha, HO 3TO Oblna MUIUTI03US JTI00BU».

— Moxemb monpoOoBaTh ellle pas, Jlaiin, — cka3an JIykac, cierka ymapuB Hukosas KyjakoMm B
TpyOb. «3TO cephlle Bce elre ObeTCs, ¥ OHO BCE ellle MOXKET YyBCTBOBAThHY.

Hukomaii ycTaBuics Ha MOJIOAOTO YeJoBeKa, KOTOPHIHM ObII 0YeHb I0X0XK, HO TaKOW pa3HBIN. Y HUX
OBLIO ITOX0XKee Hayalio, HO WX HBIHEITHNE JINYHOCTH CUJIBHO OTJIMYaIuCh APYT OT ApyTa.

'TloueMy s Tak KOHUMA? § cTasn cnabbiM, ONePKUMBIM U OCKBEPHEHHHBIM. JIyKac OBLI IIOX0XK Ha MEHS,
HO OCTaBaJsicg BepeH cebe. { He myMmaro, 4TO OH KOrfa-nubo MoimeT Ha KOMIPOMUCC Pafy MecTa,
KOTOpO€e eMy IIPUHAMJIeKHUT.

970 OB ero rpex. Hukoai mernas Bce, YTOOBI CTOSITh PSAOM C JIMJIUT, MaXkKe U3MEHUIICS caM. JIMIUT
yOuIa ero He OOUH pa3, a mBaxael. OHA yOHIa ero Teo 40 TOTO, KaK OH BePHYJICS B IPOIIIIOe, ¥ OHA
yOuIa ero myIy C TeX IMop, Kak OH BCTPETHUII ee.
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Tamnu YCTaBHUJIaCh Ha OCOOHSIK mepen Heil. TeMHOe CyILIECTBO BBRITJIAOEJIO HE YEM MHBIM, KaK MOJIOJBIM
YeJIOBEKOM B MdCKe, 1 OH IIPHBEJI €€ B POCKOIITHOE ITIOMECThE.

«E1me pa3 HamoMHI0. Mo¥ APyT He 3HAET, YTO TH PacIu(pOBHIBaelllb, Kak MTPOHUKHYTh B CenecTurio,
a IIPOpPOYECTBO, Kacalleecs Clenyiouero putyana. He packpriBaii npaBny, Uiy s yobio Te6s».

— ¢ He peOeHOK, — HaXMypHuIach OHa. «f Oyoy menaTh CBOI padOTy, ITOKa THI 3allUIAEIh MEeHS.
OmHAKO THI DBOPSTHUH? JTOT OCOOHSK IPUHAMJIEKUT 3HATH».

"dT0 310 MeHseT?"
«f] HeHaBUXKY OBOPAH».

«$1 He IBOpPSHUH, a MOY OPYT — ABOPSHUH», — CKa3ajl HuKonaii, akTUBU3UPYS CBOU I'0OJIOC C
IIOMOIITbIO MaHHL. «¢ YyBCTBYIO TO K€ caMoe 110 OTHOIIEHHUIO K ABOPSHAM, HO MOU APYT OTINYaeTCs».

— Ouu Bcerga pasHble, — IpoBopyan Tanu. — 4 moka Tebe goBepsiio.

«Tebe Gorbllle HEKOMY IOBEPSTE. J MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO ThHI He CITaJl MOCIeJHNEe HECKOJIBKO JHEeH, ’
MOSI 3all[iTa U3MEHHUT 3TO. MBI OIKHEI BOUTU Ceddac, MOU OPYT XKAET».

Hukomnait Boienn B 0COOHSK, OXpaHa He 0CTaHOBHUJIA €ro II0 YKa3daHWI0O CBOET0 XO3sArHa. BmecTo
9TOT 0 JZ[BOpeI_IKI/Iﬁ TIOKJIOHHUJTICSA €My, KaK TOJIbKO OH BOIIEJI B TIOMECTHE, XU OH HAIIPABUIICA K J'[yKacy.

— Haxonen-To TH 37ech, — cKa3a JIykKac CO CKy4alolIuM BUOOM. «ITO, JOJIXKHO OBITh, TBOS IIOAPYTA,
apxeoJsor. Tel HE CKa3a/ MHE, YTO OHA caMasl KpacuBas XeHIIMHA Ha CBeTe».,

— THI TONBKO 3aCTaBISEIb €€ YYBCTBOBATH OTBPaAllleHNE U CTPAX, TdK 9YTO OCTABb m00e3HOCTH, —
cka3an Hukomnai, Bxods, U J'IyKac MOJI4ad YCTABHUJIICSA Ha HETO U3-3d €T0 U3MEHHUBIIET 0CSA I'0JI0CA.

— THI [OMIKEH HAyYUTh MEHS, KaK CHeJIaTh TAaK, YTOOH TBOM I0JI0C 3By4a TaK KPyTO, — BECEJIO
ckasan JIykac, u Tamu npuulypunack Ha Hukonasi. «Hy, Ml coOupaeMcst 3alUTUHTh €€ 0TCIofa. JTa
IIBepb BEeT B TBOIO KOMHATY, Tle Thl MOXKeIllb PaboTaTh U OTHBIXaTh».



— {1 gymalo, BaM cJlefyeT OTOCIaTh OXpaHy, — mpensioxuil Hukomnait. «CyliecTBa, KOTOPHE
IPecenyIoT ee, yObIOT UX BCeX, UTOOBI HOOPaThCS OO HAC, U S He X0Uy HEHYKHOTO KPOBOIIPOIUTHSI».

— OHM CITyIIaTCS TONBKO IIPUKA30B MOET0 0TIa, — B3MOXHYN JIykac. «OmHaKO MBI MOXKeM HaWTH
IPyroe MecTo, YTOOHI 3aLIUTUTE ee. f 3Hal0 MOTAMHOM JOM, TOEe MBl MOXKEM OCTAHOBUTHCSI».

— OXpaHHI/IKI/I IIOMOTYT, — CKa3adJla Tamu. «MbI CpaXKaeMCs IIPOTUB apMUHU, U 5 0010Ch, YTO TOJIBKO
BaC OBOHUX 6YJIGT HEeJOCTATO4YHO».

— OnHa HeJoOolLleHWBaeT TBOU CUIIEl, — oOpaTuincs Hukoma K JIykacy. — Tsl cobupaembcst
[I0JIaraThCs B 9TOM Ha CBOET0 OTIa?

— IlotimemM B CereTHBIfI ooM, — .Hy'KaC C y'XMI:IJ'IKOI;I BCKOYHUIJI CO CTYyJIa. «d IIOKaXy BaM, 4YTO MOT'Y
60J'[I)Ule, Y€eM IIPOCTO IIOJINBATE JIEC».

Huxkomnai yneibancst ToMmy, KakuM 6€33a60THBIM OBIT 3TOT I0HOIIA, TI0KA HE YIIOMSHYJIM €T0 OTIIa.
[Toxoxe, 4yTO U3 BCEX, KTO collepHUYa ¢ JlykacoM, ero 3aKJISTEHIM BparoM ObIJI €ro oTell.
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