MrnaneHel MOPCKOM 3Mei CyMeJI COXPaHUTh CBOIO XKKM3Hb, HATOMHUB HKMKOIIai0 0 ero Ipyre, a MOxeT
OBITH, ¥ BOBCE HUYETO He CHeJal, a mpocTo Hukomai mpobyaul KaKyioo-TO CTPAHHYIO COBECTb.

— CmMmemiHo, — moKadan ronosoy Hukomai, cagsack nepeq 3MeeM. — He MoxeT ObITh, YTOOH ¥ MEHS
Oblsa TaKasl CUIbHAS COBECTh, — CKa3ajl OH U elle Oosble 3agyMancs. «OgHaKO, MOXKET OBITh, s
BHUJIeNI KOHeIl BpDeMeH».

EcTecTBeHHasl HEHABUCTh MeXKAYy MOHCTPaMU U JIIOObMU Ka3ajlaCh TPUBUAJIBHOM, KOTa 3aXBaTUUKHU
youBanu oboux. Kpome toro, Hukosaii 6omnblle He 3HaJI, HAa Ybeil CTOPOHE CTOSITh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB,
OH OBUI He YeJIOBEKOM, a YyJoBUIIEM?

Hukomnaii permwi, 9TO Iopa BHIOKMPATh, ¥ BCTal. Ho, K COXKaIeHHI0, OH IIOTEPSITT MHOT'O CBOET0
AGcomoTHOTO 3apsifga, 4ToOs mo0pPaThCs CIOfa, ¥ He 0CTAlIOCh BPEMEHHU, YTOOBI OCTaHABIMBATLCS Ha
3TOM BOIIpOCE.

— Tol ugelIs co MHOM, U g pofaM Tebs 1Mo xopoiuel 1eHe. [Toatromy Hukomnal peinun u3buth
MOPCKOTO 3Mes ¥ IOMECTHUThL €T0 B CBOe KapMaHHOe U3MepeHUe, IIPexk/e YeM YKpacTh KakK MOKHO
00JIbIlle TPArolleHHBIX KaMHEH, TIPexK e YeM YUTH.

Korpga oH men K MOHCTDPY, OH OCTaHOBHIJICS, IIOTOMY YTO ITIO3daAX HETO IIPON3O0IINI0 U3AMEHEHUE MaHHEI.
Huxkonan pPaCTepsaHHO OTIAHYJICA Ha TEMHOTY II€IIepPhl, TaK KdK PAOOoM C HUM HUKOTI'O OBITH HE
OOJI2ZKHO.

Hocpenn IIemepsl OTKPLIJICA IIOPTAJl, B 'y Huxkonas YIIaJIO CepAaIe. 3areM, Korga ero CTpax CTall
PearTbHOCThBIO, KTO-TO BEIIIEII U3 IIOPTAIA. 3mech OBITIO IBa YeloBeKa, 1 Hukoialo He IIOHPABHUJIIOCH,
4YTO OH Y3HaJl UX.

«KTo 651 MOT mOmyMaTh, 4TO 3BepuHas ApMmus OymeT 3mech?»

T'oymoc GBI CKONTB3KUM ¥ BHICOKHMM, @ TOBOPSIIUY IIenensiBuil. HuKomal HaxMypHJICs, YyBCTBYS
MYpalIKY 10 KOXKe, KOTfla BOCTIOMUHAHMS BCIIJIBII B €r0 CO3HaHMU. 3aTeM, CHefiaB Iar Ha3al, OH
yCIIBIIIIA OTBET APYTOro rojoca.

"HuKaKoro Bpefa He MPUYUHEHO," TOJI0C OBIT HU3KUM. «HaM, CKopee, ITOBE3JI0, UYTO MOHCTP B
MaHHBIM MOMEHT 3aHST. d mymalo, 3T0 Hebeca IMOMOTAIOT HAlllEMY [Ey».

«OTCTPAHUTE MEHS OT BAIlIUX PEJIUTHO3HBIX PACCYXKIEHUN», — HaXMYPHUJICS CKOJIb3KUIM T'OJI0C,
npubINKasICh K KOMHaTe. — [IpHUHIlecca IpuKa3sasa, YTOOb MH YIIafUIIU 3TO Oej0 OBICTPO, II03TOMY
HET BpeMeHU Ha 00JITOBHIO.

— Trl gymaelsb, 4YTO 3HAEIh 0 ee KeJlaHUIX Jy4llle MeHs, KpOBOIUW1Ia?

[Toka oHM mpenupanuch, Meiciu Hukonas Metanuch. EMy HUKOTIa He IPUXOAUIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO OH
BCTPETHT 3[IeCh IBYX ee miofeit. Kpome Toro, aTo 6bt CeMb U [[BeHAALIATh.

— JIunut x04eT 3TOro MOpPCcKoro 3Mesd? Hukonau OrjsHYJICS, IPOCMaTpuBas CBOU BOCIIOMUHAHUS. —
9TO0 4ymoBHIIEe — TO CaMOe, C TIOMOILbI0 KOTOPOr'0 OHa 3aBOeBajia OCTPOB?

Temeps Bce 3TO MMEJIO CMBICTI, HO COBIIafieHue OBITIO e CTBUTEIPHO HEOXKHUIAHHEIM. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB,
OTKy[la eMy OBIJIO 3HaTh, YTO MOPCKOI 3Mel, KOTOPOTo MOAHUMET JIumuT, OyIeT He KeM UHBIM, KaK
ITUM?

9T0 BCe u3-3a CKPHITHOTO XapakTepa BockMmoli, uTo HuKonai HUKOTIa He BCTpedasicsd C MOHCTPaMH,



KOTOPBIX OHa Ipupy4mia. OMHAKO 3TO yKe He UMEJI0 3HAUeHUsI, IOTOMY YTO OH OBl B Gefe.

HpOCTb, KOTOPYIO OH UCIIBITEIBAJI K JIunuT, He 03Ha4ana, 4TO OH XOTen BCTPETUTHCA C Hel KaK MOXKHO
CKOpee, TIOTOMY 4YTO OH OBIIT elge CIMIIKOM c1ab, yToOBl OTOMCTHUTL. BMeCTo 3TOT0, €Cliu OHa
OelCTBUTEIbHO HAWET €r0, cynb6a Hukonas 6y11eT XyXKe, 94eM B €T0 npeubmymeﬁ KHU3HHU.

Ero CKPBITHOCTB OblyIa ITOYTH BCGMOFymefI, HO He IIOMOTaJIo TO, YTO CTuxue CembpMoro OBIJI CBET.
HTak, Korga 4enoBeK BOIIIEN B rnemepy, OHa OCBETHUJIACh, KdK B CaMBbIH E{pKI/Iﬁ OEHb.

OxoTa 3a COKpPOBHIIIAMH 3@ HECKOJIbKO MUHYT ITPEBPATHUIIACh B CMEPTEIIbHYIO CXBATKy. CBET 3aCTaBUII
TBMY UCIIETIeIUThCS ¥ To0equn 60bIIyio ee 4acTh. HUKOMaM CpsiTancs B TEHU SHIIa,
eIMHCTBEHHOI'0 MeCTa, ocTaBIierocs 6e3 ceeta. Kpome Toro, oH mo3aboTHIICS O TOM, YTOOBI CKPHITh
CBOe€ JIMII0, UCIIONIb3YST MACKy, KOTOPYIO OH MCIIOIh30Bas B PynHax PoxaHa.

«OHU mOoMXKHH OHITH cltabee», HuKomail 3Hal, YTO OHU He MOTYT OBITh TAKMMU CUJIBHBIMHU, KaK OH
IIOMHHUT, TaK YTO 3TO MOXKET OBITh IIaHC 0CIa0UTh reHepasnioB JIunut. «OmHaKO BEl HUKOTA He
CMOXKETE OLEHUTH CUITy 9TUX MOHCTPOB».

9Tu mogu OBITK CeNUaIbHO MON00PaHHEIMY ITUTOMIIAMH 3JTb(PUNUCKON TPUHIIECCH. JIUTUT He
JKajesia CpefCcTB, YTOOL HaOWUTh X BCEBO3MOXKHBIMU COKPOBUIIAMU ¥ YKPEIIAIOMKAMU IIPeAMeTaMH,
II0OKa B €€ pacIlops2KeHUH He 0Ka3anoCch 6eCUYUCIEeHHBIX MOHCTPOB.

— 3mech YTO-TO eCTh, — MpoIuumIes [IBeHaAuaThi, Korga cepalie Hukonas 3a6unock ObicTpee. OH
BBEITJISTHYJT M3-3a 3MEMHOTO STilla ¥ YBHUIEI OBYX MOHCTPOB Iocjie 6ojiee 4eM rofa Pas3iayKH.

Onu GBUIM TAaKMMH XK€ YKACHBIMH, KaK ¥ paHbiie. CempMOoil GBI THTAHTCKAM MYKYUHOM C GeIbIME
BOJIOCAMH U TJIa3aMu B IIpaMax. YTo KacaeTcs [IBeHAAIaToro, TO 3T0 Oblyia GoJbInas siepuia
pasMepoM C YesIoBeKa.

['Ma3a sepuIsl IPOCKaHUPOBaIM MECTO, TIOCKOJIBKY OHa Obllla MaCTepOM CKPHITHOCTH. KaxkeTcs, oH
HACTaBJIAI cebe monoOHEIX U UCYes.

— Huyero He Buxy, — npo6opmortan CeMs.

«Y Tebs HET I1as...» — IOCIeqoBa OTBET JIBeHaAnaToro. «4To-To IpPsiYeTcs: B 9TOM MECTe, HO s He
3HAIO I'me».

Cka3zaB 370, gIiepulla Hayajia OCMaTpUBaTh KOMHATY, OOBICKMBas KaXAbli 3aK0ynoK. Hukomai
3aTausl [bIXaHWe B TEMHOM U3MePEeHUH, ONIUPasiCh Ha 3MeNHOe SUIl0, KOTOPOe CTOHAJIO U3-3a
OCJIEIJIAOLIEr0 CBETa, UCXOAALLero u3 pyk CembMou.

[TommepKuUBaTh CKPHITHOCTh CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TPYOHEE U3-3a YMEeHbIIaouecs TeMHOTE. HecMoTps
Ha To, 4YTO0 HuUKOMak MOXKeT UCIIO0JIb30BaTh CBOIO TbMY, 3TO OYHET CTOUTEL TOTO, YTO €T0 Y3HAIOT, TaK
YTO 9TO IPOTHUBOIEHCTBOBAIIO.

"Yto MHe Teneps Aenath?' Hukomnail HemoyMmeBas mpo ce0si. Tu mogu O Kak MUHUMYM D-paHra, a
MOXKeT ObITh, yKe U C-paHra. OgHakKo 3BaHUSI HUUETro He 3HAUUIIU I 9TUX YPOMIOB C
HEeHOPMAaJIbHLIMU HaBBIKAMHU U CTUXUSIMHU.

CunbHas cTOpoHa [IBeHAIIaTOTrO 3aK/II0Yalach B COKPLITHY Bellled ¥ COKPLITHH, YTO OBITIO
Heo0X0omuMO, YTOOHI He OBITh 3aMEeYEeHHBIM TUTAaHTCKUM MOPCKUM 3MeeM. UTo KacaeTcst CempMOro, TO
OH OBIII OMHUM U3 CaMbIX CHUJIbHBIX TIUTOMIIEB, KOTOPHIX BRIpACTUIA JIMIUT, aHOMAaIHUS.



«Torga MHe ITPOCTO HYKHO CAENaTh TO, YeT0 OHU IIBITAIOTCS M36eXKaTh», — IMOAyMall mpo cebs
Hukomnal, Korga ero TbMa IIOKMHYJIa ero PYKy ¥ HallpaBUJIach K MOPCKOMY 3MEIO.

EcTecTBeHHas ClTOCOOHOCTh MOHCTPA aKTUBHPOBAach, U OH M3[all BU3T, OT KOTOPOTO COTPSICIIUCE
Hebeca. Benb He ObIIO HUYETO TYOUTEIbHEe [JIS JKUBBIX CYIIECTB, Y4eM MPaK U XaocC.

"Yro-to Tam!" CeMepo 3aKpryajy, KOT{a Iellepa 3aTPsCciach, ¥ UX MPUKPHITHE OBIJIO PACKPHITO.
Bu3ar miapieHIa moBTOPHII €TI0 POIUTE b, KOTOPBIM HEIPHYJ 00PaTHO B BOAY U IOCIIEIINI K Iemepe.

- 41 3Hal0, - IMpoIIeNnTat rouoc psmoM ¢ HukomaeM, u ero cepaiie cxkanoch. Pyka pentunuu
IIPOTSIHYJIACh K HEMY ¥ IIOTSIHYJIA €T0 3a TeHb, BHITACKKBAs U3 TEMHOTHL. - MBI Halu cefe

Kphicy. HuKOas MIBHIPHYIO Ha II0JI, ¥ BCS Ielepa 3aTpsciack. K cyacTeio, ero nuio ObII0 CKPHITO,
TI03TOMY OH KM30eKajl BCTpeuH C IByMs MOHCTpaMu.- ['me oH npsitanca? CegpbMasi HaXMypHUJIach,
KOT7la OH TOBepHYyJcs K Hukomato, u [IBeHafaTas MosBUIACh PSIIOM C HUM.

- THI He TIOBEPHUILL, - Alepulia C yIUBJIeHUEM yKa3ana Ha Hukonad. - 9to Temuoe Cymectso. OH
IIpATaICA B TEMHOTE.- TeMHOE CyIIeCTBO? B F0JI0Ce MYKUMHEI C/IBIIIANIACh SPOCTE. - Thl 4TO, UAUOT?
OH 3BepoYesioBeK unu 4enoBek. CegpMoil TOCMOTPeN Ha Hukonas, KOTOPhIM MEeOIeHHO MOJHUMAJCS.

- Ha3eiBall MeHS UOUOTOM, CKOJIBKO X0Yelllb, - II0KaJl IJleyaMy [1ep, To0Ka ero S3bIK Urpajl BOKPYT.
"OpHaKo BBl HE MOXKeTe OTPHULaTh, YTO 3TO CYIIECTBO MPSATANOCh B TEMHOTE. AX, MOSI IPUHIECCA
OymeT Tak paga, Korpa s IpuHecy ee o0paTHO.- TEl CMOT HAWTH €r0 TOIbKO Garomapsi MOEMY CBETY,
smepuIa, - Haxmypuics CegbMoi, menas mar K Hukomnar. "4 6yny TeM, KTO BEpHET ero".

Huxonait 3agpoxaJi, yciblas ux pa3rosop. OH He MOr OTpuiate, 4to Jlunut 6yneT panga
3aI0JIyYuTh TEMHOE CyulecTBO. OfHAKO, IPOCTO IPEeACTaBUB ce0e SKCIIePUMEHTEHI, KOTOPEEe OHa
OymeT menath Haj HUM, Hukosail OBUI TOTOB CKOpee MOTEPSTH CBOIO XKU3Hb, YeM IT03BOIUTH UM
3abparth ero.«3JTta mryka — TemHoe CymiecTBo. OHO IIPSATAnoCh BO TEME».

— TemHOe cyIecTBO? B TOJI0CE MYXKYHUHH ObIJIa IPOCTh. «Thl uAKUOT? OH 3BEPOUYEsIOBEK UIIH
yenoBek». CeMb moCcMOTpPenN Ha HuKomas, KOTOphIY MeAIeHHO BCTaBall.

«Ha3bIBaiiTe MEHS UOAOTOM CKOJIBKO YTOOHO», — I0XKasla [iyiedaMu Alleprlia, urpas a3bKoM. «Tem
He MeHee, BBl He MOXKETe OTPULIATh, YTO 3TO CYLIECTBO IPATaIoCh BO TbMe. AX, Mos [Ipuniiecca
OymeT Tak pafa, KOrga s BepHY ero».

— T®I cMOT HalTH €ro TONBKO 6J1aromaps MOeMy CBeETY, Allepulla, — HaxMmypuicsa CegbpMoi, menas
mar K Hukonato. «f Oymy TeM, KTO BepHET €T0 00paTHO».

HwuKkomaii B3OPOTHY, YCIBIIIAB UX Pa3roBop. OH He MOT OTPUILIATh, YTO JIUnuT Obinia Ob pama
TIOJIyYUTh TEMHOE CyIecTBo. OgHAKO, IPOCTO IIPefCTaBuUB ce0e IKCIIEPUMEHTE], KOTOPHE OHa OyzmeT
ITPOBOAMTD Haf HUM, HuKomal GBI TOTOB CKOPEEe PacCTaThCs C KU3HBIO, UeM ITO3BOJIUTh UM 3a0paTh
ero.

«[Touemy 51 60toch?» HuKkomnai mokayas rojioBo, YToOb pa3BesTh 9TU MbIC/IA. «OHU HUYETO HE MOTYT
MHe CfefaTh, IIOTOMY 4TO 51 BCerfa MOTY CIIPSITaThCd B KapMaHHOM u3MepeHuu. OgHAKO 9TO MO
IIaHC TTOMeIaTh POCTY JIMIUT».

Korma ero Meicnu moCcTUTnuM ee, ThMa Hukomas B3opBanach, ¥ Ha HUM IMOSIBUJICS YePHHIU JI0TOC. B
€ro pyke IOSIBUINCH NTapHbIe gTaraHbl, 1 Opyxue be3gHbl MOTI0TUIIO JIEIIECTKHY.

«39TO CyIIEeCTBO MOXKeT UCNoIb30BaTh ckyccTBo be3gHr?» CeapMasd cTajia 0OCTOPOXHOU. "[lomyMaTh
TOJIPKO, UTO MBI HalileM He TOJIbKO TEMHOE CYIIeCTBO, HO ¥ MCKYCCTBO, KOTOPOE X04eT IIpuHIiecca..."



"CuactnuBhiii!" [IBeHaOaTHIM 3aKpuyas, Korga oH Opocuics Biepen, YToOw BHIPBAaTh HuKoIas, HO
ero KJIMHKYU 3aurpajii IeCHI0 pa3pylueHusa. Korga me3Bus 3aTaHlleBalid B BO3AyXe, JIEIIECTKU
B30PBAJIUCh, Ces Xa0C BO BCEM Ha CBOEM IIYTH.

"OcTOpOoXHBIU!"

CenpMast IpeBpaTHIach B JTyd CBeTa U IIPeficTalla epey siieputiel, 4Tobsl pa3orHaTh TbMy. Ho
BMECTO 3TOT0 Ha €T0 pPyKax MOSBUIUCH OBa CBETOBLIX JIE3BUS, U OHU CTOJKHYJIUCH C Pa3pyIIEHUEM,
IPUHECEHHBIM CKUMUTApaMH.

Hukomait oTOepHYJ CBOM KJIMHKHY, IIPEX/e YeM METHYTh UX I10 iyTre ¢ 00eux cTopoH B CeapMyio.
3aTeM, KOT{la CBET BHIPBAJICS M3 Tejla MYKUYKUHBI, OTTOHSS TbMYy, HUKOIal yxKe CTOsII mepeq ero
TEJIOM.

«3TO IepBad paciljiaTa», — Ha €Tr0 PYKe IMOSABUIICA JIOTOC, KOrJa OH YOapHuJI MyK4YKWHY B 2KUBOT, K 3aJ1
COOPOTHYJICA IO pa3pyHieHneM TbMEI U CBETA.
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