Ecnu 0wl y Kudap He Owisio PatiHepa, ecniu OBl TOTHa OHa NpUHSJIa 4yBCcTBa Pudasa, BO3MOXKHO, 0OHa
Moria OBl JOCTHUYb O1aXKeHCTBa.

- ... I3BUHH, THI TOMOT MHE BO MHOTHX BOIIPOCaX, BEPHO?

Pucan cHOBa paccmesincs.

- Ax, 3ammurTa KPACHUBLBIX KEHIIWH - 3TO MUCCUSA MY2KYHH.

Kudap paccmesinacs, yCbIIas 3TO.

- Ia, ma Tl OYEeHb CTATHHIM.

- 4 xe roBopun? Torga monpoOyii B MEHS BIIOOUTHLCS?

- Her.

- 9%... OgHOCTOPOHHSS NM000BL TaK TPYAHA... - CKa3an Pudasn, HaxMypuBIIKCh, 6yATO OH OB
00€CIIOKO€H.

KI/I(l)ap CHOBa 3aCMedsIaCh, YBUIEB 3TO.

- Hy Bot, cHoBa. KTo-TO Bpoze Te0s [OoIKeH KyIaThCs B JKEHCKO JTI00BuU?

Ha 4T0, 0H IIpOCTO OTBETUII:

- fl ycran ot aroro.

- Takou I/I3Ban.IeHHBIﬁ YeJIOBEK, d HEHAaBUXKY UX 0oJIbIlIE BCETO.

C stumu crmoBaMu Kudap paccMmesnacs.

Pa3roBopsl ¢ Putamom 6ecco3HaTeNbHO MPUHSIN TaKo#i 000poT. HaXomsich pSioM ¢ HUM, Haxke
eCJI OHa JyMasia O YeM-TO TPYCTHOM, OHa 6€CCO3HATeNbHO CMESIIach.

- ... CocTpapmaresnbHa He f... 3TO THI.

- [Touemy THI 3TO CKa3ana?



Ha ceii pa3 Pudan neicTBUTEIbHO BHIISAE HeITOHMMAIOIINM, KOTla OH 3aaj 3TOT BOIIPOC.

OTOT 4Yesi0BeK OLLUI HeHCTBUTENIBHO.. .

- ... 9X, HeBaxHo. Torga 4To TH [eJIaelllb CerogHs? 3aueM TH Ipuien? B moboM ciaydae, ST HIYETo
He paccKaxy o PaiiHepe.

Pudan kuBHYyN, KaK OyYATO 0KUAN 9TOTO.

- Hert, s ocTaBmio Bompock! o PaitHepe. [ToToMy 4TO ellle OOUH M3 HAIIKUX TOBAPHUIIEH, Y KOTO OBLI C
HUM IIPSIMOU KOHTaKT, BEPHYJICH.

- 9!

Kudap, ycnrllas 3T0, He CMOTJIa ciepKaTh BO3Tac.

Y Koro-to ObUT IPSIMOM KOHTAKT C PaiiHepoM?

C PauHepoM...

- Ax, THI 0OecIioKoeHa?

- 9x. 4 oueHb 00ecroKoeHa.

Pucarn ycrnelman 3To ¥ IPOLeMOHCTPUPOBAT IBHO HECUACTHOE BEHIPAKEHUE.

- ¥x... Kak TonpKo yrnoMuHaeTcs uMs PallHepa, THl CTAHOBUIILCS TaKOU IPAMOJIMHENHOM, KakK
pa3mopaxaer.

- Pa3Be 9T0 He Tak XKe NPSIMO, KaK TBOM KpacHuBble ciioBa. Ho KakoBa cutyanusa? Torga, MOCKOJIbKY
THI 3Haelllb 0 PaiiHepe, 3a4eM ThI 3[€Ch?

Ona cmpocuna.

Pudan ckpusuncs. Ero nuio Brpaxkano HeIOBOJIbCTRBO.

Kudap yBupgena aro:



- 410 cny4unocs?

3aTeM Pudan ckpusuics Tak, Kak 6y[ITo OH He XOTeJI 3TOTO TOBOPUTh... U CKa3al:

- ... VX, moMoraTh XKeHIIWHe, KOTOpas MHE HPABUTCS... BCTPETUTHCS C OPYTUM MYKUYUHOHN, KOTOPHIN
el HpaBUTCA... f myMaro, Kak My>K4YKHa, [eaTh 3TO IeHCTBUTENIBHO...

MruoBeHre Kudap He Morja MOHSTh CMBICII €T0 CJI0B, CKPBITHIM 3@ 3TUM IIPeJIoKeHNEM.

A? XenmuHa, KOTOpass MHE HPABUTCS... BCTDETUTHCS C IPYTUM MYXKUYUHOM, KOTOPHIM el HPaBUTCS?

OTO 3HAYUT... KEHIIWHA, KOTOpas HpaBUTcs Pudany... cxoms u3 comepxkKaHus HaIIero pa3roBopa
10 3TOTO MOMEHTA, 9TO HOJIKHA OBITE 57

Y gpyroii My>K4uHa, KOTOPBIM MHE HPaBUTCS, 3TO...

- ... A? Tsl X0Uelb CKa3aTh, YTO XOUYEIllb, YTOOH 51 OTIIpaBUIach K PaitHepy?

Kudap ckazana aTo, a Pudasn Ha KakKoe-To BpeMsI ITOTPY3UICS B THUIIUHY, CJIOBHO PA3MBIIIJISS O
YeM-TO, ITIOTOM CKa3a:

- AX, g gymaro, s 0CTaBJIf0 3TO.

- Tol HEe MoXKellb 9TO UTHOPHUPOBaTh! OObsIcHU Belyu sacHO! OOBsICHU SICHO!

- ...Bemmu?

- Bepno!

- ... JTO 3aliMeT MHOI'0 BPDEMEHU.

- D, THI XO4Yelllb pacCKa3aTh?

Kudap ynusnenHno cnpocuna, a Pudan momHsm ronosy, 4To0w B3TJISHYTh Ha IIOTOJIOK MEIIephl, Kak
Oynro o6oyMbIBasi YTO-TO ellle, TOTHa... OH ITOCTaBUJI CBEYY, YTO Oblla B €r0 PyKe Ha II0JI, CafscCh.

3areM.

- Torma... c 4ero MHe HAQ4aTh...



C uero HavyaTw?

Ia, Obl7Ta OrpoMHas Kyda Belllel, KOTOphle OHa X0TeJjla CIIPOCUTD Y HEro, YCIIbIIaTh ero OTBET.

Ho camoe rnasHoe...

- Bo-miepBErIX, g X04y yY3HATh, II0OUYEMY ThHI BAPYT 3aX0TeJI, YTOOH g yBUOenach ¢ PaitHepoM? YTo
ciy4unock ¢ PaiitHepom?

PI/I(I)aJ'I, YCIIBIIIAaB 3TO, HA MTHOBEHHKE 3aCThIJI, CJIOBHO CHOBA PA3MBIIIIIASA, d 3dTEM CKa3all:

- Yro cny4yumnocs...? YTo cmyunnocsk... Het, 6b110 OB CTPAHHO CKa3aTh

YTO C HUM CJIY4YUIIOCh. [IOTOMY YTO C CAMOro MOMEHTA €ro POXKIEeHUS, Ha HET0 ObIIM HAI0XKEeHHI
OTPOMHEIE 00513aTeIbCTRA.

OrpomHEIe 0653aTETHCTBA.

9T0 c1oBo 3acTaBuno Kugap BCIOMHUTE U0 PaitHepa.

JIuno, BCcerma Takoe HEMOTHUBHPOBAHHOE, HO COCTPAaAaTEIEHOE.

Ho T'PyCTHO€E BBIPpazKe€HMne, CJIOBHO OH OTKa3aJICA OT BCETO, OBLITO CKPBEITO II0[ 3THM BEIPaKE€HHUEM.

Ona BCIIOMHHIIA, YTO OH CKa3all eu.

[ToToMy 4TO 1 MOHCTD...

3areM.

- ... OrpoMHbIe 06s13aTenbCTBA... Thl UMeelb B BUy Anbda CTurmy?

Ho Pudan noxayas roioBou.

- ... Takoro pofa Bellld He YUCHSATCS B OTPOMHBIX 00s13aTeNnbCcTBax. [IoTomy uTo obnapmaTenu Anbda
Cturmel 00LIYHO YMUPAIOT.

O= cka3zan 310, ¥ Kudap Ha Takue cj10Ba IOZO3PUTENIEHO CKIIOHUTIA TOJIOBY.



- ... A? O6sryHO ymMupaoT? Y, S He 3Ha0, 0 Y4eM THI TOBOPHUILE... THl UMeellh B BUAY, PaiiHep He
yMpeT Tak JIeTKo...?

Pudan kuBHyI.

- OH He yMpeT. Mnu, 9 qonXKeH CKa3aTh, €CJIU 9TO IPOAOJIKUTCS, TO YEJIOBEK, 110 UMeHu PaiiHep
OymeT BOB/IeYeH B HEUTO 00Jiee CTpalllHOe, YeM CMePTh. [I0TOMY YTO KOpOJIb TOU CTPAHHI yKe Haydall
MEeHATBCS... ABepb YepHOro ['epos Ha 10Te BOT-BOT OTKPOeTCs. PallHepa UCIONIb3YIOT KaK KIII04... TOT,
KTO Oy[eT KCII0nIb30BaH B KauecTBe JKepTBonpuHoileHus [IBepu, OymeT morioineH... OH OyAeT KUTh
B MyKax 6011, 6eCCMEPTHBIH... CII0CO0 CIIaCTHUCh eMY - YMePeTh, Ipexkae 4eM oH Oy[eT IOTJIOLIEH,
WJIH... DOXKOATHCS HAC, YTOOHI CIIaCTH €ro...

- [I-momoXpu... 3TO, CIUIIKOM BHE3aIlHO, 5 JaXkKe He MOTy IIOHATh, YTO TH TAKOE TOBOPUTE... I37?
Hemon? KepTBonpuHOLIEeHUS... YTO 3TO...

Ho Pudan nepebun Kudap, ckaszas:

- [Ipomme rosops, ero npepact Kopoib Ponarga. Torga PaiiHep nomapeT B Afl, KOTOPHIM XyKe
CMEepTH... HO, 10 3TOrO...

Ho Kudap cHoBa nepebuna ero.

- 4... 1 Ke cka3ayna Tebe momoxmgaTh. O 4eM TH roBopuilb? 1 He MOHUMa0. Ero mpepgacr... KOposb
Pomanpa?

- Ia.

- Koro nipegact?

- 41 roBoOpIO 06 9TOM YEJIOBEKE 10 UMeHU PaliHep.

- 9-9, HO...

OHa Oblyla OKOHYATENIbHO COUTA C TONKY.

Yrto ckazan Pudan?

Kopons PomaHpa...

PazBe aT0O HE CHOH...?



Ho CuoH He momxeH npenaTs PaiiHepa...

- ... Uro mpoucxomut B Ponanme? - cupocuna Kudap.

Puar BCTa ¥ caesat Inar K Hew.

3aTeM OH BLICBOOOMUII IETIH, CTSITHUBAIOIINE ee 3allSICThsI, ¥ B TO 2Ke BPeMsI OH ITPOIOJIKHUIT:

- ... To, uTO IIPOUCXOOUT B Ponanpge cenyac... 9T0 Ta XKe HUCTOPHUA, 9YTO U B JIETE€HOAX IIPOIIJIOTO.

OH cka3zai 3To.

Ho cnoBa, cka3aHHBEIe UM, COMBAH C TOJIKY.

- McTopus npepmaTenbCTBa U OTHASHUS.

OHa el CTBUTENIBHO He 3Hajla, 0 Y4eM OH TOBOPHUT.

- ...[Ja. OTuasgHUE CIIUIIKOM TITy0OKOE...

OHa Oe’CTBUTEJIFHO He IIOHMMAIa.

Ona nuIb MOHKMAa, 3TO YTO-TO 0YEeHb BaXKHOE.

CaMas BaxXHas Belllb.

B atot momeHT Pudan ckasan:

- ... MTak, nepen atum... Kudap, s xody, 4To6H TH IPUBEJIa €ro ciofga u3 PomaHpa.

OH cka3ai 3To.

[IpuBenu ero croopa...

- ... MHe... npuBectu Patinepa?

- OX.



Pucdan KkuBHYyII.

Ho B xoHIIe 0H 1oOaBHUII:

- 4 xouy, 4TOOHI TH cllacia PaliHepa OT pyK MOHCTpa Ha 1ore - CuoHa AcTtana.

4 cmacy Pavinepa.

Cnacy Pauuepa...?

Kucap ycreimas 3T0, 3afpoxKara.

Otyasiaue OBIIO0 CITUIIKOM TI'TyOOKUM.

TeMa OTKpHIIA CBOIO IIACTh...

MecTo coOBITHM CHOBA ITIEPEMECTHIOCH 0OPAaTHO Ha IOT.

Hwmnepus Ponaun.

KpacuBbiii 0COOHSK, CKPBITHIN B TUKOM MECTHOCTH.

Ho oH He Ka3ajcs 0COOHSIKOM OBOPsIHWHA, OHO OBIIIO SIBHO MEHBbIIEe, HO OBLIIO OBI HEBEPHO HAa3BdThb
9TOT THII AOMa OOBIYHBIM JOMOM.

HHepaH .HIOTOJ'IY CTOSIJT B OOHOU M3 KOMHAT 3TOr0 [ioMa.

CoTtHH conpat PacCIIOJIOZKHUIINCE 3a OKHOM.



OH 3TO yBUTE.

- ... Ax... {1 3Ha, 4YTO paHO WU IIO3OHO BCe TakK 0OepHeTCs.

OH UL ToXKaJ IJIeYaMu.

OH 3aCyHyJ B CYMKY HECKOJIbKO BaXKHBIX OyMar, a 3aTeM IOIIPaBUI OfeXAy Ieper 3epKasioM.

[ITeTKOBBIM YePHBIM KOCTIOM. JTO OblNa ofexmaa, KoTopas eMy 0oJblile BCEro HpaBUIacCh.

Ero xkeHa... BeIOpaa 3Ty OfexXay [AJig HEero B IIPOIIIOM.

OH [gomXKeH YUTH OTCIOfla IPSMO cendac...

Kak TonbKo oH gyMai 06 aToM.

CTYK CTYK CTYK, KTO-TO MSATKO IIOCTy4aJICAd B IBEPHU KOMHATEI.

Jluepan, yCbIIIaB 3TO...

- Kt0 3T0?

Torma HEeBEePOATHO XOJIOMHBIN U Mpa‘-IHbeI T'OJIOC OTBETHII U3-3d OABEPH:

- ... OTO TeHepan-neiTeHaHT Mupan ®poage.

Mupan ®poage...

MupaH...

HHepaH YCMEXHYJICA Ha 3THU CJIOBA.

- YouBuTebHO... KaxeTcs, Te0sa Toxke coba3uHuiIa ThMa Ponanpga... JIronu meicTBUTEIBLHO
JKMBOTHEIE, IBUTAIOIINECS TPYIIIaMU?

Xandopm Mupan?



[ToroMok CasiToro Prittaps MupaHa...

JInepan npopoKan yas0aThCs, CIIpalIuBas:

- Kakoe memo y Te0st Ko MHE?

3aTeM MpayHBIY r0JIoC, KOTOPBIM HUYYTh HE 3BydaJl, KakK Iojioc IoToMKa CBAToro Prillapsa pa3pancs
13-3a [IBEPH...

- {1 pymaro, Bame [IpeBOCXOOUTEIBCTBO HOJIXKEH UCYE3HYTE.

- 3aueM?

B 3TOT MOMEHT [iBeph GBINa pa3pylieHa 60JIbIINM YePHBIM 3BEPEM, a CJIEIOM MeJIEHHO OSBHUIICS
MYKYHHA.

I TuHHLIE U IIpsAMBI€ YEePHEBI€ BOJIOCHI, XyOOIMaBO€ TEJIO, U XOTA €ro JIMIO0 OBLITO KPaCHuBO, HO dypa,
KOTOpOfI mojKeH o0afgaTh YeJI0BeK He OyIiaaCh, KakK GYI[TO JUI0 OBITO 3aMOPOZKEHO.

MyxuvHa cKa3ajl:

- ... UtoOn! THI He yOun PaitHepa JItoTa... mo Toro, Kak Ero BenuuectBo otobemaer.

- Xex. 910 nmpuka3wsl CuoHa Actana?

Ho, yronku ansix ry6 ®poajie monoss3iau B CTOPOHEL, KOTIa OH YCIBIIa 3T0. [leMOHCTpUPYS HaMeK
Ha yJBIOKY, OH OTBETHUII:

- ... ¥X, 9T0 yXe He UMeeT HUKaAKOr0 OTHOLIEHUS K [Ie/ly, JaBalTe OCTaHOBUM B3[0OpP Ha 3TOM...
[Toxanyicra, yMpure.

CkazaB 3TO, OH IIOOHSI PYKY. YepHOe KOJIbI[0 OBIJIO Ha €T0 YKa3aTeIbHOM IIajlbIle.

BeposiTHO, 9T0 OBI710 KOJBLIO «TemMHOTr0 MMIepaTopa».

«Temubii UMmepatop»...

- Xe-xe, xe-xe... TEl He MOXKEITb MEHS YOUTh.



CDpoa;[e YCIIBIIIAJI 3TO, U YJ'IBIGKa IIOABHUIIACh Ha €ro JINIe.

- Tak nmu 3to?

- OX%. Hcxons u3 TBOEM CHJIBI, BEL HE MOKEIIIh OOJIETH MEHS.

- Ho ecnu g He momnbITaloCh, KTO 3HAET?

- { 3Har0.

- Torma, m03BOIL MHE TTOITPOOOBATE... ThMa...

Jluepan MOOHS PYKYy OOHOBPEMEHHO C ABUXKeHusMu Opoape.

3aTeM.

- Aprte, Auipep, Aprna...

OH HayaJs IOBTOPSTH OPEBHUE CJIOBA...

Ho.

Ero 3amnscTbe OBII0 YEM-TO CKOBAHHO.

- 9to0 3T0?

[TpuCcMOTpEBIINUCE, CTANIK BUTHBI HECKOJIBKO HUTOK, HACTOIPKO TOHKKE, YTO [TOYTH HEBO3MOXKHO
Ob110 yBUEeTh. OHK 00ePHYINCH BOKPYT €0 PYKH.

- ... 910 Hutu Jlactena? Ecte u gpyrue Bparu...

On TIOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY, OTKYIaA ITOABUIIUCE HUTH.

Torpma, OH yBUZeJl TaM [OBYX YeJIOBEK.

OpHoMy M3 HUX OBIJIO IPUMEPHO ABafLlaTh YETHIPE, ABaALATh IATh IeT? OH OBIJT CTPOUHBIM U
BEICOKHM, ellle MOJIOJ, HO ero BOJIOCH! OblIK OeneiMu. UMEeHHO 3TOT 4eJioBeK MCIoab3oBan Hutu
Jlactens.



Ho rna3a JIuepana 0CTaHOBUIIACH Ha QUTYpe APYTOr0 YeI0BeKa.

KOHTypH €ero JIulia OBLIH PE3KKUMH, Ha JInle CBETUIINCh YM U TOPEKO€ BEIPpAXKEHNE.

BeposiTHO, OH ORI JIET Ha [ECSITh MoJioxke JIuepana?

JIuepan 3Han 3TO JIUI0, XMypsiiee OPOBH.

- ...Paxens Musnrnep...

HWtak, Paxenb cka3a, Kak Obl OTBeYas Ha CBOM BOIPOC:

- ... [Ipu3pak PonaHpa... JOIKEeH KCUE3HYTh. YMPH.

[Ipuspak Ponanga...

(IDpoaJIe B3MaxXHYJI CBOMM KOJIBIIOM.

- ... TpbMa, IBUCH!

B 3TOT MOMEHT MMOSBUIIUCH YepHbIe 3BEPH, aTAKOBABIIUE Hnepana...

Ho.

HHepaH BCe elle yan6an05{.

OH nuib ynsioancs.

[ToToMy 4TO TEMH, KTO YMpET...

Temu, KoTOpHlE YMPET, OynerTe...

- ...BHI Bce.

HUrax...

HTak, Hayanuce 1o XKYyTU TEMHBIE THHU Ponanpa.
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