BEICTpOe pacciieqoBaHue I0Ka3aso, YTO CKJIa/l, Ha KOTOPHIH yKa3an MHe [THHTBUH, ObIT KMEHHO TEM,
YTO s ¥CKaJl. f MoT OBl TIOKTH Tyma ¥ KOHGUCKOBATh BCe opyxKue. S Mor OB apecToBaTh KaXkIoro
T0JI0BOPE3a, OXPaHSIouIero ero. Torma s 6B OCTAHOBHII IIaH JIKoKepa.

A moToM oH IIpuayMaeT elie OOuH, U 1 CHOBa He GYJIY 3HATh, I'J€ OH.

Temeps eUHCTBEHHOE, YTO I MOTY CHeNaTh, - 9TO XKAaTh. KoOOOMIOT cKa3as, YTO IPy3 OTIPABUTCS
yepes [IBa OHS. {1 eMy He Bepio. BMecTo Toro 4To0k HOBEPUTHLCS EMY, ST OCTABUII YCTPOUCTBO
CTeXKeHUs Ha OOHOM U3 SIMKOB. CIyTHUKY YaiHT34 HAaOMI0maloT 3a cKinagoM 24/7, Ha BCAKUM
cnydali. Kak TONbKO KTO-HUOYOb MOIIEBeMUTCS, 51 OyOy 3HATh.

[l MeHs 9TOro BCe paBHO HEIOCTaTOYHO. BO3MOXKHO, 3TU IIUCTOJIETH IOUAYT He K [[KoKepy. [laxe
ecnu OBl 3TO OBIJIO TaK, HET HUKAKOM rapaHTUH, YTO S eTo IoiiMalo. [[axke eCid g CMOTY 3afiepKaTh
I>KoKepa ToJIbKO Ha 48 Jacos, s MOMAY [0 KoHIla. KTo 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO JIfofel OH yOUII 10 CBOeH
IIPUXOTH C TEX TI0P, Kak cbexkan?

Ceftyac y MeHsT eCTh TOJIBKO OfIHa 3allenka - KyuHH, KoTopas, 1mo cioBaM CeNuHbL, JKUBET B
KPOIIIeYHOM KBAaPTHUPKE HEMOOaeKy OT KaHa/Iu3alliy, I'e IPOLIIoN HOYblo yMep MapoHu. 3maHue, B
KOTOPOM OHa JKHMBET, BHITJISOUT TEMHBEIM U IIYCTHIHHLIM, U eMy TpebGyeTcsi BCero HeCKOIbKO CEeKYH,
4yTOOBI HE3aMETHO ITPOKPACTHCS BHYTPb.

CekyHpy 51 OPOOuII B3TJISIOOM I10 KBApTHUpPe, HO, BOMIS, Cpa3y IMOHSJI, YTO JOMa HUKOTO HET. MHe
TpebyeTcst BCETro MSTh MIaroB, YTOOB IPOUTH 10 IUPHHE 3TOro MecTta. C OIHOM CTOPOHHLI MaJeHbKas
KyXHS, IBe IBepH, 00e IIMPOKO PaClaxXHYTH - OlHA BEJET B BAHHYIO, IpyTras - B MaJIeHbKYIO CIIaIbHIO.
OcTanpHas YacTh IPOCTPAHCTBA 3aHSTa TOCTUHOM, THe JOMUHUPYET AUBaH, KOTOPHIN BHTIIIAUT Tak,
Oy[ATO ero yTaILIWIK C YIUIE IIOCTIe TOTO, KaK KTO-TO APYTrod BEIOPOCHUII €T0.

Hurpe HeT HU4Yero, 4To Morjo Ol cKa3aThk MHe, roe KyuHH. f mMoaxoxXy K OKHY, YTOOBI OIlepeThCs Ha
KapHU3 U YCTAJIO OIyCKalo TOJIOBY.

Yepes HECKONTBKO CEKYH]I 5 IePeCcTalo XKajeTh ce0s U pella IoCIefoBaTh 3a OMHUM U3 TOJI0BOPE30B
co ckiana JXKoKkepa 0 caMoro goMa. Torga s CMOT'y HOIPOCKTD €ro Tak, YTOOH! [I2KOKep He 3HalI
HaBepPHsSKa, KaK MHOTO MHE U3BECTHO.

¢ momHMMalo riasa, codupasick 00ePHYTHCS, KOTa BUXKY Ha ynuie KyunHH. OHa CMOTPHUT Ha 3[aHue
Ianbllle IO KBapTany. BHe3amHO OHa MOAIPHITUBAET, IPEeXKae YeM OTKPHITH JIIOK Ha 3eMJie PSIIOM C
Heii. 1 BEICKaJIb3bIBalo 06PATHO Yepe3 OKHO, YTOOH! Y3HATh, YTO OHA HeflaerT.
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Kak Tonbko Xapiu 3aMedaeT MOIO TeHb Ha KPHIIIEe 30aHus, OHa HaYMHAeT OTKPHIBATH JII0K 3M0POBOM
pykoii. To, 4TO OHa CKa3ajla MHEe Buepa BeuepoM, OBIIO MMPaBAOM: OHA YIUBUTEILHO CHIIbHA.

4 ocMaTpuBalOCh, MHOTTIA 3arfisgfabiBas B mpuies. ONTUYECKUN IPULlesl MOIIHEIN, HO OH CyKaeT 0630p
YIIUIEL: S BUXKY TOJIBKO TO, HA YTO HalleJIeHO ITePeKpPEeCTHe, a He BCIO KapTHHY.

CTpaHHO mepKaTh B PyKax BUHTOBKY. 51 [ie/Tan 3TO paHbIle - Korga s ObUT Mojoxe, [appu 6pan MeHs
Ha 0XOTY, YTOOBI 00y3[aTh MOU CKJIOHHOCTH K HACHUJIUIO, - HO 5 He [ejall 3TOT0 roJaMy ¥ HUKOTa He
IeusICsS B YesloBeka. He To 4TOOH 9TO UMeJIO AJIst MeHsT 3HaYeHHUeE.

C Toro MecTa, Tfie s IpHCeJ, MHE XOPOIIIO BUAHO Xap/ii, CKJIOHUBIIYIOCS Hafl OTKPHITEIM JTIOKOM. B
TIepeKpecThe TpHUlleia S BUXKY, Kak IIeBeIsTCS ee T'yObl, KOrfia OHa IBITAaeTCs COOIa3HUTh YaiiioHa
BBIUTH Ha OTKPHITOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO.



9 ornameIBaoCh yepes 004YKy, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha 3aTEHEHHYIO Y/IMIYy BHU3Y, TOJIIBKO YTOORI
YBUIETDb, KaK OIHA M3 TeHEeH OTHEeINIach OT OCTAlbHHIX U Opocunack K Xapnu. Eile omHa mpoBepKa
yepes ONTUYECKUH MPHUIET IIOATBEPKIAET 3TO.

- TonbKO He 3TOT IIapeHb, - CTOHY 4.
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- 91, Kpok! Wpu ciofa, - KpuuuT KynHH B KaHaIU3alHXio. - Y MeHS eCThb AJis TeOs OTJIMYHBIN CTEeUK!
AMMMM, HaMMu!

4 6pocatock Kk KyuHH, XBaTaio ee c3aay 1 Opocaio Ha 3eMITIO.

- Yro THI genaenisb? — A Tpedyio.

- M-m-M... Huuero?

4 priay u BcTpsAxuBaw ee. OHa B3gparuBaeT, KOTAa g 3aeBalo ee CJIOMaHHYIO PYKY.

- CKkaxu MHe, I04YeMy THI IIBITaelllbCA TOroBOPUTh ¢ Kpokom! Uto [I:KOKepy OT Hero Hy2KHO?
- 4 Tebe HUYEro He CKaxy! - KpUYUT OHA MHE B JIMILIO.

4 oTyassHHO IBITAOCh IPUOYMaTh, KaKoi M1aH y J[I2KOKepa MoXeT BKIo4aTh B cebst Kpoka. A He
IyMaio, YTO OHM KOrfa-nubo paboTanu BMeCTe paHbIle. BoIbIIMHCTBO MIPECTYITHUKOB B ['0TaMe
crapatorcsa u3beratb Kpoka. 4 He gymaio, 4To OH OB 3aMellleH B Y4EM-TO BMECTE CO CBOMMHU
KOJITIeraMyU-IIPECTYITHUKAMU B Te€YeHNE MHOTHX JIET, He CUUTATh TOT0, KTO IBITAJICS YOUTH €ro
IIPOIIIIION HOYBIO.

Bapyr 4To-TO IIENKHYJIO0. DTO MOKYILIeHNE Ha XXU3Hb KpoKa IIpou30III0 HenofanieKy. BeposaTHOCTh
TOT'0, YTO 3TO COBIIA[€HUE, HEBEJIUKA.

- [Touemy [Ixokep xoueT yOuTts Kpoka? - s Tpebyio, CTaHOBSICh BCe 37ee. - [IoueMy oH y6un 3aca?

- 3ac? - nosTopseT KyuHH.
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Hab6mromast, kak batMen rpy6o mompaiiBaeT Xapiu 4epes3 ONTUYEeCKUH IPUIIET, 5 XKajlelo, 4To He
HAy4uJICS YUTATh 110 ry0aM. I HaBOXKY IepeKpecTHe IpHIlesia MpsMo Ha Ineio baTmeHa. B Te mBa
pasa, Koraa s ero BUMEN, S 3aMeTuJI, 4YTO B ero OpOHEeKUIeTe eCTh IeIb MeXIy Iog00POIKOM U TeM
MECTOM, T'7ie IlIesi CONIpHKacaeTcs C TeJoM. f Ipearosaraio, 4YTo 3TO II03BOJISET eMy II0BOpaunBaTh
TOJIOBY, HO [IJIT MEHS 3TO YSI3BUMOE MECTO.

BaTM3H naBUT Ha pyKy Xapiu. [Jaxke OTCiofa s CIIBIILY ee KpUK. Mol masnel] 6ecco3HaTeNIbHO
CXKUMaeTCsl Ha CITyCKOBOM KpIOYKe, U MHE IIPUXONUTCS CAepXKUBaThCs. 1 Ob Ipefnoyen He BAaBaTh
CBOEr0 MPUCYTCTBUS, €CJTH B 9TOM HET HeOOXOOUMOCTH.

4 BRITTISAMBIBAIO M3-3a O0UKM ¥ 3aMevalo KakKoe-TO JBUXKEeHUEe B HECKOJIbKUX sipfaX OT Xapiu 1
BaTMeHa: KTO-TO BEIXOOUT U3 JIIOKa. [ 151 B ONTUYECKUY IIPULIET, S BUKY YEHIyHdaTyI0 KOXKY
YVsitnona [koHca.

B3TM3H TOXe 3aMedaeT ero ¥ BCTAeT C TOTr0 MeCTa, Te yrpoxas Xapiu. Xapiiu, 0CBOGOIUBIIKC,
[leJ1aeT TO, UTO S e CKa3aJ - yberaer.



)%k

4 cnplly HU3KUM POKOT CO CTOPOHEI JIOKA M OTJISABIBAIOCh. PyKa, cepas u IoxoxKas Ha Jlalmy
PENTUNNH, C IIMHHBIMU KOTTUCTHIMU HOTTSIMHU XBaTaeTcs 3a 0eToH moporu. Korga nneun Kpoka
MIOOHUMAIOTCS U3-TI0J 3eMJIH, Ilapanas Kpas Jiloka 4 e[jBa IPOTUCKKABASICh BHYTPb, S OLIeHMBAIO
CUTyalMIo, He 3Hasd, 4To fJesnaTh ¢ KyuHH. HakoHel s MOJHMMAI0 ee C TpoTyapa U TOJIKal BHU3 I10
ynule, mogansiie oT Kpoka.

- Youpaiics oTciofa! - Kpuuy 5 eil.

KyuHH CIIOTHIKAeTCS ¥ MMaflaeT, BCTABIISS IIPaBYyI0 PyKy Brepen. OHa MOMHUMAET T'la3a 1 OnemHeeT
npu Bune Kpoka, mpexkye ueM IOHMMAET MOl BT U yOeraeT, ucuesast Ha yJIuIle.

Most MBICTIEHHAS [IuUJIeMMa U BpeMsi, 3aTpauyeHHoe Ha To, 4YTo0k faTh KyunH ¢opy, mamu Kpoky
BpeMsI BHIOpAThCs U3 KaHanu3auuu. OH MOpraeT, 3aTyMaHEHHbIN ¥ COUTHIN C TOJIKY OTHOCUTEIIBHO
SPKUM CBETOM Ha ynuiiax ['oTaMa. Ero riasa ocTaHaBNIMBalOTCS Ha MHE, 3paykKy CyKal0TCsl, OH
PBIYMT.
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Kaxk Tonmbko B3TMeH BIiepBhIe MOSIBUIICS, BCE BRITISIENO II0X0. Y Xapiau He ObI0 MPUYHH IIOMOTaTh
MHe, B TO BpeMs KaK OHa MOTJIa II0JTy4uTh 6JIarOCKJIOHHOCTh, paccka3aB baTMeHy, moueMy OHa
3aMaHUBaeT Y3WJIOHa Ha yIully.

Temeps, KOTMIa MOSBUJICS CaM Y 9HJIOH, BCe M3MEHUIOCh. Xapild PSANOM HET, YTOORI YTO-TO BHIIATE, a
V9ii/I0H BRITJISAUT 00JIee YeM JOCTOMHEIM COIIEePHUKOM i BaTMeHa, maxke CO BCEMH €ro
OpoHEXKUIETaMHU.

BaTMeH HUYTOXKEH II0 CPAaBHEHUIO C 00MTaTeeM KaHaTu3alluy, U 5T MOT OBl PACIIPaBUTLCS C HUMU
obouMu TIPsIMO ceiuac. g Mor GBI faxe BHICTPENTUTh JPOTHKOM B BaTMeHa ¥ mO3BONTUTH YIHUIIOHY
CHenaTh TaK, YTO OH He CTaHeT Npo6aeMoii B OyayIieM.

BmecTo TOro 94TOOR CTPEeNIATh, 4 XKAOY. Yromnok moero PTa IIPUIIOOHUMAETCSA B nonyyan6Ke. qa
OEelCTBUTEIBHO X04y ITIOCMOTPETH, 4YEM BCE€ 3TO 3aKOHYHUTC.
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Kpok B sspocTu KOBBITIIET KO MHe. Korga s mesaro Iar Ha3af, OH yOupaeT PYKY 3a CIIMHY, TOKa3bIBas
CBO crepytomuii mmar. Ero MaccuBHast pyka IIpoJieTaeT Haj MOeil T0JI0BOM IOCTATOYHO OBICTPO,
4yTOORI ST He MOT YBEePHYTbHCS, He MPefiCKa3kiBasi ero OBUKEHUS.

[TpuceB Ha KOPTOYKH, 51 yIUPAOCh PyKaMu B 3eMJII0 1 0OJIbIIIel YacThi0 CBOET'0 Beca ONKMpaloCh Ha
PYKH, a 3aTeM BpalllaloCch, BIaBIKUBasi MATKY B KoneHo Kpoka c3agu. OH HEMHOTO HaKJIOHSETCS
BIIEpe], HO B OCHOBHOM OCTaeTCS HeBO3MYTUMEIM. OH XBaTaeT MOIO TOJIOBY U TOJIKAET ee B 3eMIII0,
pa3MasbiBasi MOe JIUI0 10 acdanibTy.

4 Gopioch, MBITasCh BCTaTh. KPOK MeHs mpuzxKai. f BRITaCKMBalo U3 KapMaHa MaJleHbKOe YCTPOHCTBO
u 6pocaio ero ocTpoy cTopoHoM B nuiio Kpoky. OHO momafiaeT B Lieb.

Ts3KecTb ¢ MOeH T'OJIOBHI CIlana. & BCTalo ¥ BUXKY, KaK KpoK oTIIaTHBaeTCS Ha3afl, pblua U IpUKUMas
PYKY K nuity. Mexny manbllaMid COYUTCS KPOBb.

[Toka Kpok Oymryert, s I0Ib3yI0Ch MOMEHTOM, YTOOH! ITepeiTy B HacTymieHue.  6ery Kk Hemy,



Habupasi CKOPOCTh, U IIBRIPSIIO KyJIaK eMy B JTHUII0. KOCTH Moei pyKu MPOTECTYIoIIe KpudaT, HO Kpok
JINIIL OOJIbINE 3JIUTCH.

OH omycKaeT pyKy, ero rja3a paclIipeHHl 0T IPOCTU U BHITIISAOAT TaKUMU XKe KpaCHBIMY, KakK U paHa
Ha IlleKe, U3 KOTOPOY KalaiT CTPYUKU KPOBHU.
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4 He mymar, 4To ymap BaTMeHa mpuHec MHOTO 1MOIb3kl. Korga 4bs-To KoXKa JOCTaTOYHO TOJICTas,
yTOOBI OTPA3UTh UTJIY, UYTO MOXKET CHeaTh YeloBedeckas pyka?

YaiinoH nerko nogauMaeT baTMeHa Hafl roJioBoii, Kak OyATO TOT HUYero He BecuT. OH LIBLIpSET
BaTMmeHa Ha acdasnbT, mopaxas ApPSIHHOMY OOPIIOBCKOMY IIPHEMY. B3TM9H IPU3eMIISIeTCs TOJI0BOH
BIIEpe[ ¥ KaTUTCI K OCTaHOBKE.

4 cmoTpro B mputien. ['masa BaTMeHa 3aKpHITH, JTUI0 pacciaadneno. OH He BCTaeT, YTOOBI
IpoaoKUTE 60pr0y. Temeps Bce, YTO MHE HYKHO ClIe/IaTh, 3TO IIO3BOJIUTEL Y3HIOHY OCTABaThCS B
CO3HAHWM ellle MUHYTY UJIK OKOJIO TOT0, ¥ MHE 00JIbllle HUKOTIa He IPUAETCS OECIIOKOUTHCS O TOM,
YTO IICUX B KOCTIOME JIETy4Y€eH MBI OCTAaHOBUT MEHS.

¢ HaXXKKMMalo Ha CIIyCKOBOM KPIOYOK. Mos XKu3Hb Obllla HAMHOTO TIPOIIle, TI0Ka S He 0CO3HAJ, YTO Y
MEHS BCe TaKH €CTh COBECTh.
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Mou ria3a pacmaxuBaioTcs. He 3Ha10, Kak gonro s Ow1 6e3 co3HaHHUs, HO, HafleI0Ch, BCET0
HECKOJIbKO CeKyH[. d BuXy, Kak Kpok mpubnuxkaeTcs KO MHe, ¥ BAPYT OCTaHaBIIUBAETCS B
3aMelnaTenbCcTBe. OH MOMHOCUT PYKY K IIee, 3aTeM OTHEPrUBaeT ee, B HEOOYMEeHUHU Tas Ha Hee. OH
YMOJISIIOIe CMOTPHUT Ha MEHS, IIOTOM CITIOTHIKAETCS U MaflaeT Ha 3eMJTIO.

MHe ynmaeTcst IONHATHCS U TONOUTH K TOMY MecTy, rie ynan Kpok. Ero pyka cxara B Kynak. C
HEKOTOPHIM YCHUJIMEM 51 PAa3:KMMal0 ero HajIbIlkl ¥ BUXKY, YTO OH BHITAIIXI U3 LIEH.

9TO0 MasieHbKUY OPOTHUK, IIyCTOH, €T0 CONEPKUMOE, CKOpee Bcero, yxKe B KpoBu Kpoxka. 4
BCIIOMUHAI, TTle OH CTOSJI U I'le CXBATUJICSA 3a IIel0, IBITAasCh BBIICHUTD, OTKy[a IpuaeTesl CHapAs,.

4 cMoTpio Ha 3maHue Janblile 110 YIulle U 3aMedalo MaJeHbKYI0 TeHb Ha KphIlle. S 4yBCTBYIO VKON B
11€e10, IPeXye YeM BCe BOKPYT CTAHOBUTCS YEPHEIM.
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