I'ekate B3TOXHYJI, OKOHYATEJIbHO OTKA3aBIINCE OT IIOIIBITOK BEISCHHUTD, IIOYEMY €TI0 PYKHU BRITTIAOAT
TakK II0-PAa3HOMY.

BMmecTo 3TOT0 OH pPEeunI 0CMOTPETh KOMHATY U MTOKMCKATh TyaJleT, KOTOPHIM, KaK HA CTPaHHO, OBIIIO
JIETKO HaUTH.

Ha OBepu BaHHOMU YZKe BUCEJIO IIOJIOTeHIIe, 1, CJIeAOBATEJIbHO, I'ekaTte He HY2KHO OBIJIO HUYETo
HCKaTh.

He Tepsdasi BpeMEHH, OH PEIINJI IIPUHATh OYII, KOTOpBIfI He MOT IIPHUHATH IIOCJIEJHKWEe IBad OHS.
Boma Onlta XOJIOMHOM, HO OCBeXKaloIlel, 1 3T0 HEMHOTO paccna61/m0 ero.

OH 130 BCeX CHJI CTapasics, YToOH BoOa He KOCHYJIAaCh er0 PaHkl, KOTopasi Obljia TOIBKO YTO
3a0MHTOBaHA.

OH BCe ellle He TOHUMAJI, YTO ITPOUCXOOHUT, HO OBLIT yBEPEH, YTO eciiu OyeT BeCTH ceOsi CIOKOMHO U
MCII0/Ih30BaTh CBOM MO3T, YTOOBI BEIOPATHCS U3 9TOM CUTYallMM, TO HABEPHSIKA CMOXKET BEPHYThCS
Has3ajl.

[TpuHMMas OYII, OH He MOT OTHEIAThCS OT OIIYIIeHMS, YTO €T0 TeJIO BRITJISOUT K YYBCTBYET ce0s
CTPaHHO.

HevicTBuTenbHO... O4eHb CTpaHHO... I MasieHbKoe... YT0-TO omIpeesieHHO ObIJI0 MEHbIE, YeM
paHBbIIE...

Ero KoXa TakxXe Ka3allaCb HaMHOT0 OiefiHee.

Ero 6p031/1 COIININCh B CMATEHNHU, KOT'Id OH YBUOEN 3TO, XU OH HE MOT IIPUAYMATh, YTO MOTJIO BEI3BAThH
TaKyIO PE3KYIO IIEpEMEHY.

OH cMoTpen Ha cebsi CO CTOPOHEI B TEYEHHUE LIeJI0M MUHYTH, @ 3aTeM BCKOYMIT U GPOCUIICS K 3epKaiy,
KOTOPO€ OBIJIO IIOKPBITO TYMAHOM.

Her...

Her.

Her!

9T0 OBIIO HE TO!

9T0 ToYHO OBITIO HE TO!

3epKaso MOKPHIIOCh TYMaHOM, CHeJIaB er0 PACIIbIBYATHIM. I'eKaTe Pe3K0 BOOXHYI, TYT XKe MOTHSIT
PYKY, 4TOOBI IPOTEPETh 3ePKAJIO, a 3aTeM IIOCMOTPEN Ha Cebsl.

"He MOXKeT OBITh... ITO 3epKaJjio [OJIKHO OBITh pa3buTo...?" mpoOopMoTan OH mpo ceOsi, YBUAEB CBOE
OTpaxkeHue B 3epKare.

OH CHOBa ITPOTeP ero, HO y YeJoBeKa, KOTOPEIH CMOTPEIT Ha Hero U3 3epKasia, OBIIo TO Ke JIUIO, YTO
¥ PaHBIIE, ¥ 3TO TOYHO OBIJIO HE NUI0 ['eKaThI.

['ekaTe MPOIOJIKAI CMOTPETh Ha HETO B TeUEHHE IIeJI0 MUHYTHI, IPEXKIe YeM Pa3pPasuiiCs CMEXOM:



"9T0 4TO, KaKOU-TO PO3BLITPHIII CKPEITOM KaMephI?".

Ero cmex cTaHoBuJCS Bce ciiabee u cimabee, KOTrfia OH ITOAHSII TOJIOBY, UTOOB CHOBA B3TJISTHYTh Ha
oTpaxenue: "O, gepT!"

970 OBIJIO €MUMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH CMOT IPO0OPMOTAaTh, KOT{Ia IOHSIJ, YTO 3ePKaJio He Pa3buTo U 3TO

HUKaK He MOXKET ObITh PO3BITPHIIIIEM CKPHITOM KaMephl.

OH pe3Ko BOOXHYJ, CXBATUJI CBOE JIUIIO U IOMBITAJICS IOTSHYTh €T0 U VIIUIIHYTh, MBITasACh YOEOUTHCS,
YTO JIUILO MEeUCTBUTEIBHO €ro.

"Kakoro uepra?!" BOCKJIMKHYJI OH, KOTla IIOK CXJIBIHYJI.
OH CrnoTHYJ, YTOOBI OTMOTATh Ha3a[ BCE, YTO C HUM ITPOU3OIILIIO.

OH men goMou ¢ cobpanust, 4TOOH B3STh CBOM TenedoH, HO TenedoH oKa3ascs B ero MammuHe. OH
TIOJTyYUJI TEKCTOBOE coobIeHre oT A3a3esis, a ero JparoleHHyI0 MallliuHy COUI I'Py30BUK.
O4HYBIINCE, OH TTOHSJI, UTO €T0 IOXUTHUIN KaKUe-TO CTPaHHbIe IO, OfleThie TakK, 6y[ITO OHU YacCThb
KOMMKCa, a IToToM... [Tomoxkmure...!

I'maza 'ekaTH pacIIMPUINCD, KOT{a 0 HEro HaKOHEIl JoIle/I HaMeK Ha TO, YTO MOTJIO OBITh Ha CaMOM
gene.

MeHs cOUT IPy30BUK...!

['ekaTe MOCMOTpPEN BHU3 Ha CBOE TEJIO U IOINyIaJjl, HEeT IM Ha HeM PaH, ¥, KaK ¥ 0KUIAI0Ch, HUKAKUX
PaH Ha ero Tesne He OBIIIO.

EnvHCTBEHHOM ero paHOU Oblsia IyjieBas paHa Ha Ijlede, KOTOPYIO yke oOpaboTai.
OH CcHOBa NOMOHSJ I'OJIOBY U CIIPOCHUJI y CBOET0 OTpaxKeHusd B 3epkaje: "f mepts... He Tak nu?"
OTpaxeHue B 3epKaJle, ECTECTBEHHO, He [aJio eMy OTBeTa.

I'ekate IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €r0 pa3yM IIOMYTHUJICA, KOT'Ja IIepen rjia3aMyd CHOBA IIPOMEJIBKHYJIA BCA
ero XKMu3Hb.

A MepTB...

4 mercTBUTENHHO MEPTB...."?!

qa?

Jlerenpa 3enuyMa... ymep?

9T0 OBIJIO YYBCTBO, KOTOPOE OH HE MOT OOBSCHUTD.

BriepBrle B XKU3HU OH HAKOHEL-TO ITOHSAJI, KAKOBO 3TO - CTPafaTh OT KOPOTKOTO 3aMbIKaHUS B MO3TY.

"Kakoro ueprta?!?!" 3aKprya OH, OIIyCTUB I'0JIOBY, HE OCMEJIUBAsACh faxe B3IJITHYTh Ha CBOE
OTpaxkeHue.



"d ymep?! d perictBuTenpHO MepTB?!" OH Hayas pacxaXXuUBaTh 10 BAaHHOUW KOMHATE 110 KPYTY.

"f1 He Mory OBITH MEPTBHIM... {1 OBy IPSIMO celdac, He Tak nu? 4 xus!" OH 0CTAHOBUICS U CHOBa
yCTaBUJICS Ha 3epPKaJio.

"Tet! KTO THI, 4€pPT BO3bMH, TAKOK?!" CIIPOCHUII OH Y OTpaXKeHus, KOTOPOEe HUYEero eMy He OTBETHUIIO.

OH 3apepKas gbiIXxaHHe Ha MUHYTY, @ 3aTeM B3[IOXHYII, Tpo6opMoTaB: "He MOTy MOBEpHUTh...".

B cnepmytormnyio MUHYTY OH Hadall CMesIThbCS KaK MaHbsIK. EMy Ka3asocsk, 4To Bce 3TO OBI0 G0JbIION
IIyTKOM, a OH OBbILJT SIUIIEHTPOM 3TOM LIYTKHU.

Korpa oH 3aKOHYHII CMESIThCSI BO BCE TOPJIO, OH HECKOIBKO MUHYT KAIILJISIL.
9T0 OblyIa eIUHCTBEHHAS CBETJIAasl CTOPOHA BCEU ITOM CUTYALWH.

"¢ He MOTy B 9TO IOBEPUTh. HeyxKenu g yMep U IOMEHSI TeJl0? ITO eIUHCTBEHHBIN BO3MOXKHBIN
BapHWaHT, He Tak nu?!" OH HacMeuUIuBO f0o6aBui: "MoxeT ObITh, Bor cxKanuics Hafgo MHOU U PEIINI
OaThb MHeE ellle OOUH ITaHC Ha XKU3HL?"

OH XJIOIHYJI B JTQfIOIIX, BOCKIMKHYB: "[10J13KHO OBITE, TaK U eCcTh! 1 OB MPOCTO TakK ymep!".
OH cXKan Kyllak, pelIuB, HaKOHELl, TPUHSTH 3TO.
OH crenan elle OOUH pe3KUil BOOX U cpocui: "Tak Tel KanuTaH Anbgpuyc?”

['ekaTe yCMeXHYJICS, CXBAaTUB €0 3a Of00POJOK U IIOBEPHYB I'0JIOBY, YTOOH! XOPOIIEHBKO
PaccMOTPETH €ro JIUIO.

Owno 6n1110 MOTOgEIM. HamMHOTO MOoxke I'ekaThl, Ha caMOM [ieJie, 9TOT YEJIOBEK BHITTISINEN IPUMEPHO
OJHOTO BO3pacTa ¢ MapBUHOM.

"XMm..." I'ekaTe B3OOXHYJI, IBITAsICh UTHOPUPOBATH TOT (PAKT, UTO OH Tellepbh MEPTB, ¥ MOIBITAJICS
COCPEIOTOYUTHCS Ha MOJI0KUATEJILHOM CTOPOHE CUTYalluH.

[TonoxurenbHass CTOPOHA...

OH BHEUMaTeJIbHO IIOCMOTPEJI Ha 3TO JIULO, IPeX/e YeM HaKOHell Hallles]l OfHY II0JI0XKUTENIbHYIO
CTOPOHY B CBOel cuTyauuu: "KaxeTcs, s TONbKO 4TO BEPHYJI CBOIO MOJIOLOCTS".

OH BBHIIPSIMUII CIIMHY, PA3MBIIIISIS 00 3TOM.

"BoT uMeHHO...! Mos mparoneHHas MOJIOZOCTh!" 'eKaTe pacCMessics, ero JUI0 BHE3AMHO 03aPUIOCh
BoTHeHHeM: "CKOJIBKO JII0fel B MUpe IIOIy4alT TaKoU BTOPOY IIaHC Ha KU3Hb? CKOJIBKUM II0BE3/10?
Ecnu nogymats, pa3se 3TO He OTJIMYHBIM IIaHC?".

OH nocMoTpen Ha cebs B 3epKajlo U YBUIETI, YTO ero r'y0bl CKpUBUIIUCH B yiIbIOKe: "$1 elCTBUTENIBHO
Be3yuuil yOIromoK".

Bornpias 9acTh 10HOCTH ['eKaTa Oblza moTpavyeHa Ha TO, YTOOB! OH MBITAJICS MOJTYYUTh OOJIBIIE OIIBITa
B Ou3Hece. O0a ero pomutens Bcerga Obiv CTPOTH ¢ HUM. OH POC B COOTBETCTBUU C UX XKEJIAaHUSIMU U
OXKUOaHUIMH.



HOSTOMY BIIOJIHE €CTECTBEHHO, YTO OH HUKOI'Ta HE BBIXOOUJI U3 TOMa, YTOORI Y3HaATh 00JIBIIIE O XKU3HU
HJIN COeJlaThb ‘-ITO-HI/I6YI[B, YTO MOKHO OBIJIO OBl CYUTATH BECEJIBIM HIIH 6YHTapCKI/IM.

C camMoro poX[eHus ero BOCIIUTHIBAIX KakK 6e3KaJl0CTHOTO U MOTYIIIeCTBEHHOT0 OM3HecMeHa, Kak
TUPaHa.

XoTs y I'ekaTsl HUKOTTA He OBLIO0 TPOGJIEM C 9TUM, OH BCE K€ COXKaJlell, UTO He HaCJlaXkOaiCs CBOeH
MOJIOOCTHIO, TI0KA OHA MJIUJIACS.

Tenepb, KOTr'Da OH BEPHYII cebe MOJIOOOCTB, 3TO MOXKHO CHUTATH BTOPBIM IMIdHCOM B XKHU3HHU.

Ho... Kak Ovl OH HI CTapaJIiCsa COCPENOTOUYUTHCA Ha IIOJIOZKUTEJIbHOM aCIIEKTe CUTyallul, KOE-4TO BCe
K€ He OIaBaJi0o eMy IIOKO4I.

"Ecnu g merdCTBUTEIbHO TPAHCMUTPUPOBAJI, Pa3Be g He JOJIKEH MOJy4UuTh CUCTEeMY, KOTOpas fAaeT
MHe 3aJjaHus ¥ Bce Takoe?" B 3aMellaTeIbCTBe TpobopmoTan npo cebs ['ekare, - "UTo UMEHHO 5
MOJIZKeH 3[ech fenaTb?!".
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