I'maBa 530:

Yy ITao Bau mocMmoTpen Ha Hee ¢ HepoBepueM. OH cxXajl PyKy BAOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIepaTPULIBL U
yMmonstome cka3an: «Ho 6abyiika, pa3se oHa Tebe He HpaBuiack? OHa faXke IepenuckBaa ol
Te0s CBSAIIEHHBIE TUCAHUS, TH IOMHUIIL? Kak MOXKHO IPUHUMATh TaKOe pelleHre U3-3a KaKOro-TO
IIpefCcKa3aHus?»

BooscTByOIIas uMIepaTpuia XMypo HocMoTpesia Ha Hero: «IlTao Baii, 3TOT BOIPOC KacaeTcs BCen
cTpaHsl. [laxke ecji¥ OHa MHE ¥ HPaBUTCS, Mbl HE MOXKEM IIOCTaBUTH II0M YTPO3Yy LieIyl0 CTPaHy U3-3a
XKeHIMHHL. Ecnu He n30aBUTHCS OT Hee, TO 3anafgHbi Uy OymeT B omacHocTu! ECu THI He MOXKEIITh
3TOTO CHeNaTh, TO MHE MPUAETCS HaUTH KOTO-TO APYroro. Tl TONBKO BEPHYJICS, HOJIKHO OBITE THI
yCTas, UAU OTHOXHU.»

Ona npukasana eMy yUTH.

«Babymika...», Uy [llao bait cHOBa IOTSHYJICS K Hel, HO BJOBCTBYIOI[AsI KMIlepaTpHUlla OTAEPHYIa
CBOIO pyKy. OHa MaxHysa u cKa3ana: «Mgu, g ycrana ¥ X04y XOPOIIO OTOOXHYTh.»

Yy [lTao Baut npoponxan CTOSATh Ha KOJEHSIX Y KPOBaTH, HE JBUTAsCh.
OH TaK CUJIBHO CTUCHYJI 3yOBl, YTO OHM Ha4aJld CKPUIIETh, a BO B3TJIAME IOSBUIACh IIeYvallb.
OH 3HaJ, YTO BOOBCTBYIOIIAS UMIIepaTpHUIla He IIyTUja, OHA OeUCTBUTENbHO X0Tena youTts Yaup HuH.

OH n ImogyMaTh HE MOT, 9TO, KdK TOJIbKO OH BEPHETCS B CTOJIMLY, BOOBCTBYIOIIAad KMII€EPATPHUIA
IIOCTABUT IIepeq HUM TaKyI0 3ala4y, KOTOPYIO OH HE CMOZKET BEIIIOJTHUTE. 9T0 OKIIO IIpOCTO
HEBO3MOZXKHO.

Ho ecnu oH He COTJIAaCUTCS, TO BOOBCTBYIOIAs UMIIepPaTPHUIlA OTIIPABUT KOT'0-TO PYTOTO.

«Xopormo, 6abymrka, MOXKeIb IOJI0XKUTHCS Ha MEHS», eT0 Cepplle OUI0 HAOJTHEHO O0JIbIO, CIIOBHO
KTO-TO BOH3WJI B HETO HOXK, HO OH He MOT OTKa3aThCSl.

Jlydiie oOHa yMpeT OT ero PyK, HO OH He IT03BOJIUT OPYIOMY CHelaTh 3TO.

«IIlao Ba#, s He ommbnack B Tebe. Thl MeHCTBUTEIHHO XOPOIIHH peOeHOK, Ha KOTOPOT'O S MOTY
TI0JIOKUTHCSI», BIOBCTBYIOIIAs UMIIepaTpulia YK0y yCIoKauBalollle I0XJjIoaa ero o mniaeyy.

Yy [Mlao bau maxe He 3aMeTHII, Kak IOKUHYJ ABOPEI ¥ He 3HaJl, Ky[a Tenepb uaerT.

OH npocTo Gpomui Mo ABOPITY, a €ro ceppie OBII0 HAMOJIHEHO O0/IbI0 U YYBCTBOM YTPATHL.
CrnoBa BIOBCTBYIOILEN UMIIepaTPULLl YKO0y BCe ellle 3BeHe/IH B er0 yIax.

«be3 ee TrooBH TH MOXKEIb HE BO3BpAIaThC.»

YTo CIy4YHIIOCh 3@ T€ HECKOJIbKO OHEM, IoKa ero He Obl0 B cTonuie? [ToueMy BIOBCTBYIOIIAS
MMIlepaTpuIla BHE3AIMHO pelIuia MOCTYIUTh UMEHHO TaK?

OH melCTBUTENIBHO XOTEJI HAlUTH KOT0-TO, KTO €My BCe O0BSICHUT.
Ho koro? Kto Mor 00bsICHUTL eMY?

Cy LI3unb?



Ho xorma ta yBHEJIa €T0, OHa YGG}KaJ'Ia 6HCTpee, 4YeM KPOJIHK. OH 3HaJ, 4To He IIOJIY4YHUT OT HEe
OTBET, IIOTOMY 4YTO Cy LI3vHb HUKOTOa He IMpeaaCT BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO MMIIEPATPHUIY, OHAa HUYETO eMy HE
CKaXKerT.

OnHako, Ie’CTBUTEILHO I eMY HYXKHO ObLIO ee yOUBaTh?

XO0Th 110 3aKOHY OHa U OBIJla er0 HEBECTKOM, B €ro CepAlle OHa Obllla eIMHCTBEHHOW IEeBYILIKOH,
KOTOpY!0 OH JTto6us. OH Tak 00un ee, 4T0 60SJICS TPUKOCHYTHCS K HEW XOTh MaJiblieM, KaK OH MOTY
yOuTh ee?

OH nocMoTpesn Ha He60, HO HUYeTo He BUMEIN U3-3a CIE3.
9T0 6B1I0 TPOCTO cMemntHO. OH OTYASHHO MBITAJICS 3ALIUTUTD €€, a TeIePh OH CaM JOJIKeH YOUTh eé!
He B 9TOM 7T UDOHUS?

Yy ITao Bait cTos1 HEMOABUXKHO, IPUHUMAas pelneHre. [I0CKONIbKY OH yxKe moo0elras BOOBCTBYIOIIEH
MMIIepaTpulle, TO OH OIPeNeIEHHO BHIIOTHUT o0ellaHue.

B 3To#i XKU3HU OH He esall HUYero, YTo Morjio 65 pa3o4apoBaTh BOOBCTBYIOLIYIO KMIIEPATPHUILY.

OH cHOBa ocMOTpen B He60. Ceityac OBITI0 paHHEe YTPO, I03TOMY Y HEero OBIIIO BPEMS IIOATOTOBUTE
BCe HeoOxomuMoe.
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