)%k

"Tak 4TO eCyIy BBl XOTUTE, YTOOHI 5 Ipuilesl, Ckaxurte Ero BenudecTBy, 4TOOB OH MpPUIIETT TUYHO".

"A Temeps yxonu".

XomnopHbl B3rnsan Pomenuu BOuiacs B MyTHHIE Kapue riia3a ®epHel. OT UMIepaTPHIlE, KoTopas Oblsia
TaKOW COCTpafaTesIbHOM, UCXOAUIIa aTMocdepa 3alyruBaHusl, KOTOPYI0 OHa HUKOTTla PaHbIlle He
BHUIEJIA.

'3TO MOTOMY, UTO OHA - IOTOMOK Mapku3a dnopeHca?'

depHa B cTpaxe OTCTyIHUIIA.

"Pa3Be TH He CHIBLILIIUIIL CJI0Ba: "YOuparcs"?"

"Huh? Yes....... "

OH He MOT He OTBETUTb, CMYILIEHHBIN TeM, UYTO OTCTYIINJI, faxKe He Iofo3peBas 00 3TOM.

[Tocrne Toro, kKak ®epHa yIuta, Pogenus momco3HaTeIbHO Cellana CBoe BRIpaxkeHue nuiia 6oee
spkuM. OHa BEI3Baja CBOETO POfia 3alUTHEIM TEMIIEPAMEHT, KOTOPHIMA He IIO3BOSII €1 BHITISIIETh
MUJIOM, HO OT 9TOT'0 OHA YyBCTBOBasa cels ere 6oree HECYACTHOM.

"Barrre BenuuecTBo, s 6010Ch, YTO C BAMHU YTO-TO CIIyYHUTCS, €CJIA Bh OygeTe IPOgoJiKaTh B TOM Ke
nyxe. [Touemy ObI BaM He CXOIUTDH Ha YKUH, IIPUTBOPUBILIUCDH, YTO BEl HE MOXKETE BHIUTPATh?
Bripaxenue nuiia ®epHrl paHbiie 05710 HEOOBIYHEIM. OHO TaKOe Ke, KaK U B IIPOIUILIM pa3, Koraa y
Hac OBIT UHIMUEHT CO CIIMCKOM IIPUTJIAIIeHHbIX ",



"9T10 BepHO. MIMIlepaToOp HUYErO HEe CKa3aJjl, TaK 4YTo, I0X0XKe, OH HaMEepeH OCTaBUTh BCe KaK eCTh. B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH O4YeHb CIIOCOOHEBINM KaMeprep. [Tonarato, 3To meno o0suHOe".

Baponecca BepHa, mokone0aBIInCh, BbICKa3ajia CBoe MHEHHUeE. [Ipyrre ClyKaHKU TaKKe BhIpa3uin
CBO€ COUYyBCTBHE.

OHM 4yBCTBOBAJIM, UTO €CJIK Pofenus IPOOOJIKUT He MOMUUHSATHCS IPUKa3aM UMIIEpaTopa,

OHa He TMONYYUT Jaxe 0a30Boro oOpalleHus UMIePaTPHUIIHL.

B TakoM Cliy4dae II0JIO2KeHHEe KaMePHCTOK UMIIEPATPUIEI IIEPECTAHET OBITD BBITOOHBIM.

BukonTtecca Kosn u 6apoHecca BepHa gosnroe BpeMs CIyKUIM UMIIepaTpulle U He Ipefanu Obl ee, HO
OpyTrue CIyTH ObLIM APYTUMU.

Kak Tonbko nosunuu Pogenuu ocnabHYT, cayry OOJbIlle He OCTAHYTCS ¢ Hel. bapoHecca BepHa
3agyManach.

Pomenus moHsia Meiciu 6apoHeccH BepHHL.

"BrbI mIpaBel. Y MEHS BCe €ellle eCTh JII0OH, 3a KOTOPHIX 4 HOJIXKHA HECTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTH'".

3ameTuB 6eCIIOKOMCTBO CIIyKaHOK, Pofienusi KHBHYIa I'OJIOBOA.

OHa 3HaJa, YTO POJIb "UMIIEpaTPUIlbl" CHOBa OyHeT mpeBanupoBaTh Han "Pomemnueit ®nopeHc".
VimmepaTpuiia Oblna 4eI0BeKOM, KOTOPHIM He HOJIKEH MPOSIBIISITh CBOM 3MOIMH 6e3IyMHO.

Popenus CMOTPeEJIa B OKHO CO CJIOZKHBIM BhIPDA2KE€HKMEM B I'JIa3dX.
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Barnap CepouaHa MefjieHHO IlepeMecTUICcd Ha pyKy Popemnuu.

On IIpocCiiegui 3a pYKOﬁ, KOTOpaAas gepaKaila BUJIKY, X 3a1ePXKaAJICA Ha €€ KPACHBIX ry6ax.

Popenus IMOCIIYIIIHO €JIa, HX Ha MUHYTY HE€ HapPyIlldsa CBOUX MaHED.

KoHeuHO, OHa 4yBCTBOBaJia Ha cebe IIPUCTAIbHBIN B3I,

E#1 65110 WHTEPECHO, B IIOPAOKEe JIK BENIMKUY KHS3b WU IIPUTBOPAETCA, YTO B IMOPAOKE, IIOCJIE€ TOT'O
KaK OHa BeJiejla eMY OepZKaTbCAd OT Hee IMOOaJIbIIe.

CKopee BCETO, IIOCIIEqHEE.

Opuako Cepauas gyman o opyrom. OH ObUI CTPaHHO pa3fpaKeH.

'‘OHa OpaBUIbHO IIUTAIach?'

Ee XyabIe 3aIllCThsl, BUOHEBINNECA IO PyKaBaMHU, TaKXKe Ilapallajii €ro HEPBHI.

B03M0OXKHO, UMEHHO II0O3TOMY OH 3arOBOPUII UMITYJIbCUBHO.

"IIpoucxomuT 4TO-TO INIOX0€?"

BBHICOKOMEPHBIN roioc CepanaHa 3X0M pa3Heccs 10 TUXOMY 3ainy. OOUHOKUY B3I, KOTOPHIA HU
pa3y He obpaliancs B ero CTOPOHY, HaKOHeIl, TOCIe0Bal 3a HUM.



"Bl BHITTISIIUTE OYEHb OJIeHOM, UMIIepaTpulia”.

Jlecurle rna3a Pomenuu OBITU CIIOKOUHEL.

...... 4 yBepeHa, uTo Benukuii KHs3b 3HAET 3TO JIydllle MeHS".

Cyxo¥ TOIOC BEPHYJICS, HO 3TO HEe UMEJI0 3HAYEHUS.

"4 He yBepeHa."

"¢ He 3HAaN0."

Tot dakT, uyTo maxe 6€39MOLKMOHANIBHEIN B3I OBUI HAllpaBJIeH Ha Hero, caM 110 ce0e yCIoKauBal.

CepauaH paccMmesiics Haf Bce 60iee HaCTOWYUBEIM B3TTISIIOM.

W3SIIIHEIM 2KeCTOM PyKK Pomenus OTI0K1IIa BUJIKY U BCTPETHUIIA €T0 B3TJISAM, CJIOBHO MBITASCh
IIPOYECTh ero MBICTH. Bo3HUKIIA CTpaHHAs aTMocdepa.

"TToxoxe, ceiiyac He BpeMs OJIs1 BEIMKOT0 KHS351 MHTEPECOBATLCS CaMO4YyBCTBUEM MUMIIEPATPHULIHL.
KpowMme Toro, uMmmneparpulia, II0X0xe, He B BOCTOpPre OT Bac".

Keiin, HaﬁJ’IIOI[aBH.II/IfI 3a Cep,'E[I/IaHOM C HEIIPpUA3HEHHEIM BUOOM, 2KECTKKMM TOHOM IIpEPBAI 68C6I[Y
MeXIOy HUMH.

Barnsg CepnuaHa, KOTOPBIY OBLT TPUKOBAH K Pomemnuu, mepeMecTusics Ha 6eCIIOKORHOTO
TIpepHIBATEIS.



Kpai pra Keiina crnerka gepHyJscs.

CepauaH XOPOIIIO 3HAI 3TOT B3I, ITO ObLT B3IJISAM ONEPKUMOI0 YeJI0BeKa. Y ero poguTennei Obi
TAKOU B3TJISA.

Ho oHM He 3Hanmu, 4ero UMeHHO XKeJaloT.

'Te1 (KeitH) BeIOpas BacTh, HO He MOXKeIllb 0TKa3aThcs oT Pomenuu ®nopenc?'

CepauaH OIyCTHII B3TTISIO Ha TapenKy mepemn coboi, Kak OyTo He MOT CMHUPUTHCS C TeM, 4TOo KelH
OBLT eIMHCTBEHHBIM, KTO MOT YTO-TO CKA3aTh 110 3TOMY ITOBOTY.

OH mocMOTpes Ha CTeUK, Ha KOTOPOM OBIJIO TaK MHOTO KPOBH, ¥ IIOTyMall.

'On Oosee XXKagHBIN, YeM 5 gymail...'

"Tak 4ToO, Mmojara, 3mech 6osblie mpobaem ¢ ToOow, Bemukuit Kus3p." (KeiiH)

Tl 3ammen cnuinkoM ganeko.' (CepouaH)

Ha nuiie CeppuaHa MmosiBUIach TOHKas BOJIHA, HETIOABUKHAS, KaK PACCBETHHIN BO3MYX.

‘Hexopo1110 NEITaTHCS MOTYYUTh TO, YEr0 He 3aCiIyKUBaellb'.

"ThI certyac HacMexaelbcsa Hamo MHOU?" (CepauaH)

CepouaHs, y3HaB B ronoce KeliHa THEB, CITPOCHII, HE OTpPhIBas B3TJIsifla OT TAPENKH.

"KoneuHo, HeT." (KelH)



'‘MHue centdyac odeHb m0x0' (CepouaH).

Hauancs cmex, amouuut, Kotopsle CeparaH He UCIBITHBAN yKe NaBHO. B ero KpacHBIX Ijia3ax
oTpaxasach Opyras SMOILMs, YeM PaHbIIe.

CTpaHHO yCTabli roJIoC, TO, KaK OH cMOTpen MUMO KeliHa Ha Pogenuio, TocKa oTpaxasach B €ro
CITy4alHOM B3TJISZE. ..

[Tormocka KpoBY BHICTYIMIIA M HaOyxJla Ha Iee KeliHa, KOT[a OH IIOHSJI €T0 B3TJIS.

..... B mo6om criydae, IOCKOJIBKY 3TO KacaeTcsl UMIIepaTopa ¥ UMIIEPATPHUIIE], 3TO HE TO, YTO [OJIKHO
BOJIHOBATh BEJIUKOTO KHS35. ¢ IIeHI0 BaIry 3a00Ty, HO HaBaliTe OCTAaBUM BCe KaK eCTh".

Tonoc Keiina 3a3By4arn B yxe CepauaHa, moka KelH mbITancs Ka3aThCsl 0€CCTPaCTHHIM.

"$1 mpocTo momyMaJt, YTO BEIPaXKeHUe JIWIa UMIIePAaTPUIIbI OBIII0 IOOO3PUTEILHEIM, ¥ KaK XOPOIIUi
OpyT 51 OB HEMHOT'0 006eCIIOKOEH, HO TBOSI peakuus Oblna yKacHou".

CepnuaH KPUBO yJIBIOHYICS.

"Tebe He ClIe0oBaIo CO3[aBaTh HeyNoOHOe I0JI0KeHNe Iepef TOCIIOXKOM, Jaxke pagy TOT0, YTOOHI
COXpaHuTh nuLo. Th Majo gyMan".

CepJII/IaH HaAKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY. Ero HU3KHY T0I0C, OCMEJTUBIINUCS O60pBaTb CJIOBa KMIIEPATODPa,
ComepKall faKe CHUCXOOUTEJIbHYIO HAaCMEIIKY.

"Tebe He 0 yeM 0ECIIOKOUTHCS, TOCKOJIbKY UMIIEpaTpulla He U3 TeX, KOr0 BOIHYIOT TaKue
HU3KOMPOOHEIE YYBCTBA, @ 3HAYUT ¥ HU3KOIMPOOHAS PEBHOCTR".

KeiiH oTBesn B3TJIIA U CHOBA IOJHS BUIKY. 9TO TakxkKe OBIJI0O MOTYaIMBHIM IIPEAyIpeXKaeHueM:
"ITocTaToO4HO".



Ceppouany cTajo mo60msTHO. HaCKOIBKO aieKo TaKOM UMIIEPATOP MOT ITOKa3aTh CBOU UCTHUHHEIE
yyBcTBa? [109TOMY OH pELIU ellle HEMHOT'O CITPOBOIIMPOBATE EI'0 TOPAOCTE.

"Bamie BenuuecTBo."

Huskuit rosoc pasgancs cHOBa, M KelH HaxMypuics, OTI0KUB BUJIKY. OH HECKOJIBKO pa3 IPOYUCTHUIL
ropyo, 4ToOnl cKa3aTh CeparaHy OCTaHOBUTHCS.

3penutie 6710 0ueHb 3abaBHEIM. HacMmernnuBeiil Cepaual MenjieHHO OTKPHLT POT.

"V Te0s1 eCTh CKIIOHHOCTh MPUHUMATh PEIIEHUS CAMOCTOSITENIBHO, He TakK JTu? YTO K, 3TO XOPOIIIO [JIs
umneparopa. IIoToMy 4ToO UMEHHO TaKUM [OXKEeH OBITh UMIIEpaTOp".

"Ho 3T0 He TO, 4TO YyBCTBYIOT JIFOOU".

YBuges, uto nuro KeiftHa mokpacHeso oT rHeBa, CepauaH J00aBuIIL.

"Ilaxke ©MIepaTop HEe MOXKET KOHTPOIUPOBATh SMOLIMY U IOBBIIIATE ['OJIOC BOT Tak".

"dqro......7"

"Kak OynTo Tl peBHYeIlb" .

JIuno Keiina IMOKPACHEJIO OT CMYIIIE€HU . Kaszarnocs, cnosa CeanaHa 3agenu ero. Ero nuto eie
OosbIie HAIIPATIIOCH OT IIOCJIEAYIOIIHUX CJIOB CepnI/IaHa.

"Ho umnepaTop 61arOpOOHEIX KPOBEH U He cTajl 6kl PEBHOBATH K TAKOMY JIETKOMBICIIHIO U



BYJIL[apHOCTH".

"3mech MHOTO rj1a3".

Xomnoguwi# B3rnsan CepauaHa o6paTUiics K OKPYKalomuM ero ciayraMm. OHU CKJIOHUIIY TOJIOBEL, BCE UX
TeJla IPOKasiy, CJIIOBHO JIUCThS Ha NEePEBbIX.

Bo3MoxHO, KOTTia TP 3aKOHYUTCS, COIIPOBOKAOAIOINUM BEIPDEXKYT SA3bIKKA UJIK OHU JTUIIATCSA XKU3HU.

9TO {enanoch Ojs TOTo, YTOOH! C7T0Ba 00 MMIIepaTope, H30MTOM BEIMKUM KHSI3eM, He ITPOCOYMIIUCH
HApYXy.

TakoB 6v11 MeTon Kelina Basipma, caMoro MOTyIeCTBEHHOTO UMIIepaTopa B UCTOPUY uMiepun Te0ds.

3uana mu Pogenust ®IOpeHC 3TOT0 TPYCIMBOTO UMIIEpaTopa?

"Pa3Be 3T0 He Tak?"

Barnsag CepauraHa Bce 3TO BpeMs OCTaBaJIiCsS OTCTPaHEHHBIM, HallpaBlIeHHBIM Ha Pomenuio. KeliH,
KOTOPHIM elre 60JIbIlle PA303IUIICS OT 9TOT0 3PEJIUIa, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB ITOBBICHII TOJIOC.

"Heyxenu Thl AyMaelllb, 4TO 5 gaM Tebe mob1axkKy, moTomy 4to Tel 6paT Combl!"

Pomenus mokaydasa royoBo B cTopory CepiraHa, He Xkefasi, YTOOH OH elre 0osbie obuxkan KeiiHa,
HOo CepauaHy ObIJIO BCE PABHO.

Cepm/IaH IIpoaoJIZKaJl TOBOPUTH MEJJIEHHO, Ha €T0 ry6ax HIrpalia yCMEIIKa.



"¢l HUKOraa He Mpocui BHUMaHus Batero BenuuecTsa'.

910 OBIN0 SIBHOE ITpeHeOpexkeHne K UMIIePaTopy.

Keiin, He B cumax 0osblile COepKUBaTh CBOU THEB, ITHYJI HOTOM CBOE KPECJI0 U BCTaJl.

EovHCTBEHHBIM 3BYKOM B TUXOM, HEIIOOBU2KHOM 3adJie OBLIT CTYK CTYJIbE€B II0 MPAMOPHOMY IIOJIY.

Keiin 60bUIMMY IIIaTaM¥ HANIPABUJICS B YIOJl 3aa.

Ero Teno corpsicanock OT ymapoB MeTasia 0 MeTaaa. OOHUM IIJTaBHBIM [ABUXKeHUeM KelH BHIXBaTUI
Med U3 CTaTyu pHILaps, CTOSLIEro B 3aJe.

ITo aToro momeHTa CepauaH ocTaBaics CrioKoiHEIM. OH maxe Opocui Ha KeliHa »KanoCTIUBHIN
B3TJIsAM, KaK OyATO CMOTPEN Ha pebeHKa.

JInmb MrHOBeHUeE cIycTs KeliH, elile 00Jbilie BO3MYIIEHHBIH €ro MoBeleHNEM, TIOMOIIeN K HEMY U
IPUCTABUI MeY K ero Iiee.

"Benukuil KHI3L".

"a, Bame BenuuectBo".

B ero romnoce He GbIJIO HU CTpaxa, HU yYBaXKeHUsi, HU TeM 6oilee BeXKJIUBOCTH.

Keiin cTuCHYI 3y0HL.



"IlyMaels, 51 nepepexy Tebe ropsao sTuM MedyoM? Ckaxu MHe."

CepauThId roJI0C IPO3ByYall TUXO.

"Mory st TOBOPUTH OTKPOBEHHO?"

II'[_ITO?II

Keiin mor 6bI TOTPy3uTh CBOM Med B CepauraHa, KOTOPHIM 0CTaBaJICSI HEBO3MYTUMBIM [I0 KOHIIA.

"TloxanyucTa, mpekpaTu".

CIIOKOMHEIN TOI0C [IOIMOIHUTI MTyTalollle CIIOKOWHY0 aTMocdepy. B3rnsaarl gByx MyKUnH 00paTUIIUCh
K KOHITy CTOJIa.

"Mmnepatpuna? Kak Thl MOXKEIb ...... ?"

Keiin B HeoyMeHuu ycTaBuics Ha Pogenuio.

B mo6oM cnydae, uMeHHO KeliH iep:kan Med, II03TOMY OH [OJIKeH ObLT TOUYBCTBOBATh, UTO Pomenus
Ha cTopoHe CepomaHa.

Pomenus He u3bexaa B3rnsaga Keitna. CepauaH, KOTOPHIHA CMOTPEIT Ha Hee, YCMEXHYJIICS.

"9t10 He Beceno". (Cepaouan)

Huzkui rojoc, MUIIeHHBN KaKuX-TH00 3MOITNH, TPOCOYUIICS HApyXKYy.



CemeaH OTTOJIKHYJI KOHYHK JIE3BUSA OT CBOEM IIeH IJIMHHBIM YKa3aTeJIbHBIM IIaJIbIIEM, €T0 I'Jla3a
OBLIH XOJIOOHBIMH. KpaCHaH KPOBE CTE€KaJla BHHU3, HO, Kda3adaJIOCh, €T0 3TO HE BOJIHOBAIJIO.

B KoHI1e KOHIIOB, BCTaB, CepauaH mocMoTpen Ha KeliHa 0€39MOI[MOHAIbHEIMY TJIa3aMH.

"Criacu00 3a IPUBETCTBEHHYIO Tpamne3y. Ho s He MOT'y IIPOTJIOTUTE €y B TaKOM MecTe. B cnenymomui
pas s 6yny u3berath Takux 00efoB. ITo HeYMOOHO AJIs BCex Hac".

"Benukuit KHSI3b...!"

"Ha aTOT pas3 s 3agaM Bompoc. Kak foniro, mo-BaiieMy, BEl CMOXKeETe yAepXKuBaTh UMIepaTpuiry?”

MSArKo CKIOHUBIIKCH, CepAaraH CIPOCUI TUXO, TaK, YTOOH ciblmian TonbKo Keitd. OcTaBuB mo3agu

ce0s1 KeiiHa, KOTOPHIA B OOHO MIHOBEHME CMEPTEILHO M00JIeNHeI, OH CHeslasl XOJIOAHbIe IIIarH.
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