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IecsaTh gHeN Ha3ap.
st Pogenuu ®nopeHc aToT yenoBek, CepauaH Ai3eH, ObII KakK Ioraciasi CBeva.

Onu Oobllle He BUIEIUCH U He 00IIaINCh C TeX IOP, KaK OH BO3BLICUJICS [0 BEJIMKOIO repIiora u
Iprexas IMOMPUBETCTBOBATh €€ B UMIIEPATOPCKOM HBOPIIE.

[ToaToMy OHa flaxke He 3agyMhbIBaniack 0 Cepauane. Temneps IPUIILIO BpeMsi, YTOOH faxKe MaMsATh O
€ro CyIeCTBOBaHUY UCYe3Iia.

...... WmnepaTtpuna".

Tak u Ovl710, TOKa BuKOHTecca KosH, maTpoHa Pomenuu, He BOIIa B KaOWMHET C CePhe3HBEIM
BHIpaXKEHUEM JIUIIA.

"[la, mpucTynauTe".

BukonTecca KosH HECKONBKO pa3 OTJisgfesack BOKPYT U JOCTala U3 KapMaHa KeCTKUH JIUCT
TIepraMeHTa C mevyaThio BelnKoro repiiorcTaa.

"9To mpucan BeIuKuy repror Ar3eH. A He 3HaIO, YTO MPOUCXOOUT, HO MHE TaKXKe CKa3ajH, YTO OH
X0TeJ1, 9TOOHI 9TO OBIJIO ITepeaHo TalwHo".

"Benukuu repuor...?"

cmpocuia Pomenus ¢ moOOMBITHEIM BHIPaXKeHUEM JIUIIA.

YTO 3aCTaBUIIO €r0 3aX0TETh OTIPABUTh €1 INYHOE ITHUCHMO?
"Hapmeroch, HUUEro Cepbe3Horo..."

Popenus B3siia MUCHMO C BOIIPOCHUTEJILHBIM BhEIPa2KE€HHUEM JINIla, d BUKOHTECCa Kosn 3aroBopuiia
HHU3KHUM I'OJIOCOM.

Ee rosyosa Orlna Io/THa yOUBIIeHUS, KOTla ee T'j1a3a [OILIX 0o Kpas MKMChMa, KOrfla OHa pa3BepHyJa
IIepraMeHT ¥ BUUTaNach B aKKypaTHHIN ITOYEPK.

'ny6oko HaMmopiuB 7100, Poenus mepeynThBaja MUChMO CHOBA M CHOBA.

C kakoi 1enbio CeparaH OTIIPABUII TAKOE MUChbMO? ITO OBIJIO TPYIHO MOHSTH.

Kakue y Te06st HOBOCTH, YTO THI IOJIKEH IepkKaTh UX B CEKPeTe flaxke OT UMIlepaTopa?

BT HEKOTOPEIE TTO03penusi, Ho CepayaH ObIT HEIHENTHUM BJIafibIKo# Bemukoro ['epiiorctsa Aii3eH,
KOTOPBIA MOT KOHTPOJIMPOBATh KMIIEPATOPCKYIO CEMBIO. I109TOMY, KaKoi Ohl MMIIEPATPHUIIEH OHA HU
Oblta, OHa He Moryia 6e3MyMHO 0TKA3aThCS OT BCTPEYH C HUM.

Opyrumu cnoBamu, 6maromapst Benukomy ['epriory Aiizeny uMiepaTopckas ceMbsi Oblla TaK CUJIbHA,
KaK HUKOTa Ipexae.

KeliH TakKe He MOrJjla TOBOPUTH IIOCIIEIIHO.



'Eciiu 9TO 4TO-TO I1JI0X0€, MHE IMIpUOETCs IMPUIIOZKUTE BCE YCUIINS, YTOOBI peniunThb 3TO..."

[Tocne gonrux pasmeiuneHny Pogenus Besenna BUKOHTecce K03H mepegaTh BEIUKOMY I'epLory
noaTBepxkaeHue. U CeparaH OelCTBUTENBHO IPHUILES K Hel, KOrga IyHa BEICOKO ITOOHSIAach Hafl
IBOPLIOM UMIIEPaTPHULIEL.

"Bl xKmany meHsa?"

kxkk

Pogenus cumena 3a YalHBIM CTOJIUKOM Ha OalKOHE U IIHJIa YallKy ropsdero 4as. bhiia mo3mHss
OCEHb, TO3TOMY HOYBIO OBIIIO IOBOJILHO ITPOXJIAHO, @ MHOTA OYJI CUIIbHBIHM BETED.

HakunyTas Ha IIJIeYy KallleMUpoBas IIajib pa3BeBaiach OT IOPHIBOB BETPA.
IIA'?II
[ITans ymaia B Ky4y ONaBIINX JINCThEB, U OHA He yCIiesla ee oMMarTh.

Becnomorao IIOCMOTPEB Ha IIlajlb, OHa B3JOXHYJIa U IIOIIJIa B CBOIO KOMHATY 34 ITaJIbTO. Ona
CITAIIKOM 00s171aCh TEMHOTHI, YTOORI CITYCTUTBCA U B3AThH €T0.

B 3TOT MOMEHT C3a1H ee 3allleKOTal 3HaKOMEIN T'0JI0C.
"TvI XOana MeHg?"

Pomenus ynuBieHHO 00epHynach u yBumena CepauaHa, MPUCIOHUBIIETOCS K ITepuiaM 0alKOHa C ee
ITaJIbI0 B PYKaX.

Ee nmuno IIOKPACHEJIO OT YOUBJIEHHU . Ona Haxomumach Ha TPETBEM 3TaXKe. 3mech He OBLIO JIECTHUI]
WJIN ITOTANHBIX XOOOB.

"Kak TeI?"
"TIpomio MHOTO BpeMeHu. Hagetoch, y Te6s1 Bce OBLIO XOPOIIo".

['ma3a Pogenuu MIMpoKO pacKpPHUIMCE OT yAuBIeHUs, Ho CepanaH cierka yJIbIOHYICS U
TIOMHTEPECOBAJICS ee CaMOYyBCTBHEM. HU3KUM TO7I0C CHOBA 3allleKOTasl e YIIIH.

'Kak, uepT Bo3bMH, OH ciofa 3abpacs?'
Pogemnust oTCTymuIa C HACTOPOXKEHHBIM BRIPAXKEHUEM JIHIIA.

Vimmepckas cnyxk0a 6e301maCHOCTH He [0KHa OBITh TakKoM Oecrone3noi. OgHaKO OHa He
OCMEJUIIacCh MTPOU3HECTH ITH CII0OBA BCIYX.

910 OBINI0 OBl TOX0XKE Ha MpU3HaHKUe c1ab0CTU OXpaHHl, ecu Ol OHa CKal3ajia TakKoe KOMY-TO, KTO
yKe BOLIE].

"4 Bac Hamyrana?"

"¢ 0OBIYHO TAK HE XO0XKY, TAK YTO HE CTOUT TaK YOUBNATLCS. Heyxkenu s CMyTHIa UMIIePaTPHUILY



ceryac, Befib S BXOOWIIA TOIBKO APYTUM IIyTeM?"
BripaxkeHue ee ulla, Ka3aloCh, IOKA3LIBAJIO BCE €€ MBICTIH.

B manuke BrIpaxkeHue nuila Pogenuu oxecTouunocs. Yepes HeKOTOpoe BpeMs CeporaH MOOIIeN K
Hell C HeBUHHOM yJIbIOKOM Ha JuIle, KaK Obl yCIIOKauBas ee.

OpHako ee OOUTENTBHOCTD TOJIBKO YCUJIUTIACH, U OHA 3aKycuia ryoy.
"4 momxHa yrkpenuth MmnepaTopckyo ['Bapauto”.

"MMnepaTopcKas rBapfiusl He BUHOBHA HU B KaKUX IIPaBOHAPYIIEHUSX. f IPOCTO UCIOIb30Bal
apyrou croco6".

BHe3amHo 0OH CHOBa HaKMHYII IlIa/lb Ha IJIe4yn Pofenuu, KOTOPhe YIUBIEHHO HAIPSTIUCE.
OurenomieHHast BHE3aMHBIM fercTBrueM CeparaHa, OHa KOPOTKO B3[OXHYIa.

“TBOE BhIpazKEHUE JINIA BEIJAeT BCE TBOW MBICIH".
[ToTporas ee 1LIeKy CBOMMU AJIMHHBIMU ajbliaMu, CepauaH HETPOMKO 3aXUXUKal.

[TogymaTh TOJBKO, e¥ OBIIIO HOBOIBHO TPYIHO YIIPABISATH CBOEH MUMHUKOMW B MpUCYTCTBUM CepauraHa.
OpHako B IpuCcyTCTBUU KeliHa el 3TO yaBajoCh.

BriepBhle B XU3HU ee cepplle OelleH0 3aK0JI0TUIOCh. Poenus mopHsa B3I, I0AXKaB HUXKHIO0
ry0y, u mocMoTpesa npsamo Ha CepauaHa.

Kak oHa ¥ 4yBCTBOBaJa, KOT/la BIIEPBLIE BCTPETUIIA €TO0, €T0 JIULO OBITIO ITOX03KEe Ha XOPOIIO0
BBITTOJTHEHHYIO CKYJIBIITYPY.

Ero Bomock! ObIn B3BEPOIIEHEI, B OTIINYNE OT YXO}KeHHOfI (I)I/Il"ypbl, KOTODPYIO OHA BH[€EJIa TOrga, HO
9TO [JeJiaJIio ero eie Ooree IIPpUBJIE€KATEJIbHBIM. B JIYHHOM CBE€TE€ €r0 4YEePTHI JIUIla OBLIH OCTPEIMHU U
OOJHOBPEMEHHO TOHKHNMH.

'Y ciplmian, 4TO OH MIOOUT OXOTUTLCA Ha JII0ned. ..

910 OBLT YEJIOBEK, 0 KOTOPOM XOOUIM CIIYXH, UTO eMy HPaBUTCSI 3aMaHUBATh JII0fel Ha 00#HIO CBOel
BHEIIIHOCTBIO, CIIOCOOHOM OBlafeTh KeM yrogHo. Y Pomenuu OBIIO JIeTKOE MTPeIuyyBCTBUE, YTO CITYyX
MOZKET 0Ka3aThCs IIPaBIOK.

Popenusi, HeKOTOpOe BpeMs J1I000BaBINasCsS ero IUIoM, OLICTPO CMeHUIa BhpaXkKeHue Ha XOJIOMHOM
BETPY, KOTOPHIH, Ka3ajloCh, IIPU3HIBAJI €€ IPUUTH B cebs.

...... UTO BBl HAMEPEHHI IOCETUTD B CTOJIb ITO3MHUAM YacC, BEJIMKUM KHA3L?"

CHoBa oTCTynuB, Pofenus IpuTBOPUIach HETOK0Ie6uMoM 1 6eccTpacTHO crpocuna. Ei 6b110
mI00O0IBEITHO, KaK OH BOIIIEJI, HO CHaYajla OHAa [IOJIXKHa Obl/la y3HATh ero IeJb - XKeJJaHue TalHo
BCTPETUTHCS C HEW.

"MimmepaTtpuiia JoIkHa 3HaTh 00 aTOM".

OH OBITT OUeHb HEepeIIuTeIeH, HeCMOTPS Ha CIOKOMHEBIN rojioc. CoMKHYTHIE I'yOrl CepauaHa cierka
IIIEBEJIUJIUC.



HeoxupmaHnHoe mosiBieHre HEMHOTO oc1abuiio 0guTenbHoCTh Pogenuu.
"4l He 3HA0, TI0YEMY TH TaK COMHEBAEIILCS, HO 4 B IIOPAAKeE, Thl MOXKEIIL MHE CKa3aTh'".

OHa BMelIlIasiach C PUTyaIbHOU yNBIOKOM. [0 9TOr0 MOMEHTa OHa U IIPEeJCTaBUThL cebe He MOTJjia, YTo
€€ UCTOPUS BLIPBETCS U3-TI0f eT0 I'y0.

"9T10 00 MiMmepaTope".
"Keun? Her. ...... Yrto-To cnyuyunocs ¢ Ero Benuuectsom?"

910 OBlNa HexapakTepHas omuOKa. OHa OblyIa Tak IOpaXkKeHa, YTO Ha3Baia uMs KeiiHa, maxe He
IoI03peBast 00 3TOM.

XoTs OHa TYT ke IOHs/Ia CBOI0 omMOKy 1 ucnpaBuia ee Ha "Ero BemuuecTBo", BEIpaxKkeHue IHIla
CepauaH OBIJIO JKECTKUM.

Kaxkoit Ob1 mMIepaTpuIiel OHa HU Obla, e ObII0 OBl HEIPUSITHO BUIETh, YTO UMS UMIepaTopa ObIIo
npou3Hecero. OgHAKO 3TO OBIIO JIWIIL Ha MIHOBEHME, ¥ HEPBO3HOCTD CTasla eIlle CUJIbHEE.

"Uto 51 monxkHa 3HaTh 0 Ero Benuuectse?"
Ee rosnoc npo3Byy4an JOBOJIBHO PE3KO OT pa30yapOBaHUS.

MoxeT ObITh, Y HETO MMPOOIIEeMEl CO 3T0POBbeM? MK cpefy apuCTOKPATUH MTOSBUIOCH KAKOE-TO
OPyTroe CJI0BO?

BceBo3MOXKHEIE MBICTTH BEPTEIIHCH B €e TOJI0BE, HO BCKope Pomenus moHsIa, 4To 6eCIIOKOUIach 0
Oecmose3HbIX Bellax. [IoTOMy 4TO HOBOCTh, KOTOPYI0 cooOmmui et CepauaH, Oblia BechbMa
[IOKUPYIOIIEH.

"Mos cecTpa ¥ ©UMIIepaTop BCTPEYATCS OPYT C APyroM".

Ero romnoc 6rin cyiue, 4eM Koraa-nubo, oMpayasi ero HePEeIIUTETbHOCTh U HEPBO3HOCTh. CTpaHHOE
YyBCTBO HECOBMECTHUMOCTH OKYTaJo Tejlo Pomenuu.

"JTo0.....YTO 3TO 3HQUUT?"
'/l He MOT'y TIOBEPHUTH, YTO OHU BCTPEYAIOTCS.'
Popenus rnymo oTBeTusa Ha cioBa CepauaHa.

Ee He BOITHOBAJIO €ro OTHOIIEHKE, KaK OyATo oHa npeHeOperana KeitHoM. OHa IIpoCTO
CcOoCpefoToYHUIia BCe CBOe BHMMaHKe Ha CJIoBe "BCTpeya'.

Ia, momKHO OBITH, S OCJIBIIIANACS.

[Touemy Cona BcTpeuaetcs ¢ KeHoM? .......... [Ins 3TOr0 HET MPUYUH".

Cora He TONBKO HE HHTEPecoBasiach IMOJTUTUKOM, HO ¥ He Oblyia CBA3aHa ¢ KelHOM.

MopruyB ria3amu u o0iyMaB ckasaHHoe CeparaHOM, BEIpazKeHue uila Poenuu 03KeCcTO4YnIOoCh.

"He moxeT OBITE..."



3erleHkle T1a3a Pogenuu OUKO OPoKasiy, KaK BOJIHE THEBA.
Ho OBIJIO CIMIIIKOM PAHO MejiaTh IOCIENIHEe BHIBO/IHL.

He ObI10 HUKaKuX Npu4uH s KeliHa, KOTOPHIM BCETO HECKOJIBKO MHEM Ha3af IIemnTal, YTo JTI0UT
ee, BCTpeYaThCs C Apyrou keHmuHou. CinoBa CepauaHa AOJKHEBI ObLIM 03HAYATh YTO-TO OPYTroe, UK
OH MOT YTO-TO HEIIPABUIIBHO MOHSTh.

"4l ToKe 04eHB BOJIHYIOCH".
Popenus mokadasa roloBOM.

Ho TumvHa v nogTeepkKaeHre B CIIOKOMHEIX I'Jladax CeparaHa 3aCTaBUIIU ee yIacTh oyxoM. Ee
KOHEYHOCTH CTaJId XOIOJHBIMU U KECTKUMH, @ B3TJISAM CTal OTPEIIeHHBIM.

“IIpaBga, mpaBOa?"
[Ipocounncs BOOSAHUCTHIHA T'OJIOC.

TpynHo 6bLI0 IPUHSATE 3TOT GakT. Ee HOTH, MOTEpsiBIINE CUY, 6OJbIE HEe MOTJIU IIOAEePXKUBATh €€
BEC, ¥ OHA 3alllaTasiach.

OHa monsITanach NPOTSHYTh PYKY U CXBATUTHCS 3a Iepuia, HO OBUIO CIIMIIKOM IIO3[HO. 3a
MT'HOBEHHUeE [I0 TOTO, KakK OHa co0upasach ynacts, 6onbine pyku CepauaHa Kpenko MOAXBaTUIN €€ U
TIOMOTJIA TTOTHSTHCS.

“TeI B IOpsOKe?"
"Cnacub6o."

Popenus 6bICTpO OTOEPHYJIa €eT0 PYKH. Ona YJ'IBIGHYTI&CB, CKa3adJla, 9YTO BCe B IIOPSAOKE, U CEJia B
KpecCJIio Ha APOXKallnuX HOTr'aX.

Bhisla 11 OHA [OJITO€e BPeMs PaCCesTHHOM?

ITo Bceii BEPOSITHOCTH, €i Ka3aaoch, uTo KeiH He ceaeT HU4ero, 4ToOkl npeaaTh ee. OHA CIIBIIIAa,
YTO OH OBIJI TaK 3aHAT CBOMMHU IOJIUTHUYECKUMY 00sI3aHHOCTSIMHU, YTO JaXKe He OTOOXHYI KaK
Clemyer...

"BenuKui KHS3b, HOJIKHO OBITH, YTO-TO HAMyTasl".
Konern ee MBICTTH OBLIT OTPUILIAHUEM.

Bo3MozkHO, OHa He OBIJIa HOCTATOYHO yBepeHa B ce0e, YTOOH MPUHSTE IpaBay. Ho To, 4TO BEPHYIOCH,
OBLIIO0 €er0 B3MOXOM YTEIIeHHUS.

"{1 ToKe Ha 3TO HaJewCh".

Popenus mopHsiNa TONOBY ¥ yCTaBUIach Ha Hero. [lox 6ecriopsimoYyHbIMEU cepeOpHUCTHIMU BOJIOCAMMU
CeppnuaHa ero KpacCHBIe I'1a3a, 0TpaXaloliye JIyHHBIN CBET, ObIIM HAMTOTHEHB! TPEBOXKHBIMU
SMOIMSIMH, KOTOPHIX OHA He ITOHUMAJIa.



"Ho He CTOMT CIIMIIKOM JOBEPSTh UMIIEPATOPY. TO BCE, UTO S MOTY CKa3aTh'".
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