KakuM-To 06pa3oM 51 maxe pacckasana ToOu o CBoeM poMaHe.
OTYacCTH IIOTOMY, YTO OH XOPOIIKY CIyHUIaTe/ b, @ 0TYACTH ITOTOMY, UTO S X0Uy CTaTh O/IMKE K HEMY.

B mo6oM cry4yae, UMEHHO 13-3a HOBOCTH, KOTOPYIO coo01Iu MHe Tobuac, s Bcepbe3 3aHsach
HaMMCaHWeM POMaHa.

— Boo06mie-To, Most MeuTa - CTaTh IucaTeneM. IIpaBga CTEIIHO 06 9TOM T'OBOPUT...

— Yo 3HauYuT CTHIIHO! — T0oOM OMPOBEPT MOU CJI0BA, €I0 TEMHBIE YEPHEIE TJ1a3a MBIIAIM CTPACTHIO.
Crnerka 3aCTECHSIBIINCEH, OH HOOABUII C BIIOJIHE CEPhE3HBIM JIUIIOM. — JTO TaK 3[M0POBO, MHUCC
Memnucca.

— Cnacu60. OT0 0YeHb AparoleHHas MeuTa [JjI MeHs, II09TOMY 51 BIIepPBEIE TOBOPIO 00 3TOM C KeM-
TO, KPOMe MOeH JIy4Illeyd MOgPYTH.

— 3970... Takag uecTdb Mg MeHs, — oTBeTUJI To0HM C 3aCTEeHUYMBELIM, HO CYACTJIMBEIM JIUIIOM.

bl 06']:)HCHI/IJ'18., KaK CHUJIBHO BOOXHOBHJIa MEHA €0 HOBOCTH O ITMCATEJIbCKOM KOHKYPCe KOpOJ’IeBCKOfI
akagemuu. Korga s pacCkKa3ajla eMy, KaK 3TO ITIOACTErHyJi0O MEHs Ha4aThb IIXUCAThb CBOH poMaH, ero
B3rJIA0 U3MEHUJICA.

— Torpma He Morna OBl TH pacckKa3aTb MHE, 0 KAKOM POMaHe ITHIIeNb?

— O yem OH?...

— Ia. 4 He pa3bupalock B TuTEpPATYypE, HO...

[Toka s roBOpuIIa, CIOBHO KoJeOnsich, ToOu mo6aBusl, 6eCIpUYUHHO TOBOpaunBas KOPeHyo Jaliky.

— YesnoBeK CKJIOHEH OpaTh MaTepUaskl U3 CBOEH [T0OBCEOHEBHOU KU3HU... 4 IPOCTO CIPALINBAIo0,
TIOTOMY YTO X04y y3HaTh GosbIre o0 Mucc Mejucce.

4 elrle HUKOMY He paccKasblBas IOAPOOHO O comepkKaHUU 3TOTO poMaHa. [laxe Buore.
Ecu momyMaTh, MBI PEIKO BUTUMCS APYT C APYTOM.

B mo6oM cnydae, Ha HalMcaHWe poMaHa TpeOyeTCs: BpeMsi, ¥ eCJIH S IIPOMOIIKY o0ImaThcs ¢ Toou, To
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB 51 OOy HACTOJIBKO IIOTJIONIeHa POMAHOM, YTO HEe CMOT'Y OT HETO 9TO CKPHITh.

Y BooOGI1ie, KOTMa 5 MUIIY, YaCTO OBIBAIOT MOMEHTEI, KOT{Ia MHE X04eTCsI 6ECKOHEeYHO T'OBOPUTH O
cBoeM pomaHe. M 6b110 OBI ymoOHee rOBOPUTDL O CBOUX IIPOU3BEIEHUSIX C O1aroxkeaaTeIbHEIM
YeJI0BEKOM, YeM C KPUTUKOM.

Tak uto Tobuac gelCTBUTEILHO OB HAeaTbHEIM COOeCeTHUKOM.

— 9T0 0 BIIOOIEHHOCTH.

— B061eHHOCTb...

To6Ou mocMOTpPes Ha MeHsI C HEMHOT'O CJTIOXKHBIM BRIpakeHueM juila. ETo ri1aza cierka gpoxaru.

— Torma omsuIT... PeanpHOM XKU3HKM MHUCC MENuCCHI...



— [la, 3To Tak. IIpolIyio JOBOILHO MHOTO BPEMEHH.
—O0...

Tobu chenan raoTok Kode ¢ mycThM nunoM. Ero peakuus O6via ecTeCTBeHHOM. IlIoToMy YTO MO
OTBET OBLI HACTOJIPKO OTKPOBEHHEIM, YECTHHIM M HATJIBIM, YTO flaXKe 5T He MOTJIa IOBEPUTh B TO, UTO S
CMeJIO CKa3aJa.

Ho B mo6oM ciy4ae, pa3Be 9TO JeHCTBUTEIBHO TO, YTO MOXKHO CKa3aTh Tobuacy Mumnepy, KOTOPHIT
SIBHO B MeHsI BioOIeH? EC/u 51 IpU3HAOCh, YTO 3TA UCTOPHS 6E30TBETHOM JTI00OBHU - MOH OIIBIT, TO
ToOu, KOHEYHO K€, CITPOCUT: MOXKHO JIM YCJIBIIIATh, KTO 3TOT YEJI0BEK?

— Mory s ycrnelaTth, KTO 3TOT YesloBeK? Ecu TH He Bo3pazKaellb...
OH nelTaeTcs y3HaTh ero.

— ITOT 4esoBeK... — I HUKOTTa He 3Hasa, 4To g, Menucca Konnuus, Mory OBITh TaKOM CMEJION. —
9T0 cap Annas Jleononba.

— Ax...
Tob6rac KOpOTKO TpoOopMOTas. ITO MPO3Bydalo Kak B3[OX.

BHe3amHo MHe 3aX0TeJIoCh CITPOCUTE celsi. XoTena i 1 YBUAETh ero peakuuio? XoTena U s Boobie
BUIETH KOTO-TO, KOMY S HPaBJIOCh X YTOOBI OH OOPOJICS 3a MEHS?

HGCMOTpH Ha TO, 4YTO 3TO OBLIO VMITYJIbCUBHBEIM PEII€HNEeM, He CIIMIIKOM JIM 3TO IEeP3KO 3By11ano?

¢ monmkHa YyTOYHUTH 00 9TOM. 4 ympeKHYysa ce0sl ¥ MOCHIEeIHO IOMbITaaach UCIIPABUTh TO, YTO
CKasaJla paHblIIe.

— ...
— ¢ noHUMaIO.
YcnrimaB 310, 5 momHsIa rojoBy. Y To6uaca OBII0 0YeHb CEPhe3HO0Ee JIUIIO.

— Kak g YZXKe CKa3all, 1 TaKXKe YBaxXKal C3pa Anmana. 4 He MOT'Yy ITOCTHUYb, HACKOJIBKO FHY60KO
cepnone Menwuccsl, Ho... 4 OyMalO, 4YTO MOs TOCKa CX02XKa C TBOUMHU YYBCTBAMU.

—0...

To6u mombITaNCS pa3pelIuTh CUTYAIHIo, BIUIETSI MO0 BIIIOOJIEHHOCTE B CBOIO TOCKY. OH IIpeB30LIe
BCE OXKUMIAHUS, U MHE CTaJIO XKaJjlb, YTO OH TaK U3SIUIHO OTBETHU/I Ha MOU HeOOOyMaHHbIe 3aMeYaHMUs.

— 41, 1 He cepbe3HO. [Ipyroi 4ej0BeK CIUIIKOM HeoCATaeM, YTOOH YTO-TO MOTJIO IPOU30UTH. ..

CmoBo «CePhEe3HO0» MO2ZKHO TOJIKOBATH IIO-PA3HOMY, HO JazKe B 3TOM CJIy4a€ 4 Y€TKO 3HaAl0, 4YTO 3TO
HEYKIII02KEee 9yYyBCTBO HE MOXKET OBITh pean30BaHoO. HOSTOMy g HUKOI'Ia HE Jir'ajla Tebe.

— Ha camowm [fiene, oH He ObIJI TAKUM HeaNbHLIM, Kak s ayMana. O, KoHe4YHO... ETo TUYHOCTE...

— Ero nmuuHOCTRL?



— Ia. [Ipeamonarato, 9YTO OH XOJIOOHBIN YeI0BEK.

4 Ha MrHOBeHNE 3aCOMHEBasNach, Kak JIy4iie OIMuCaTh TUYHOCTD Anmnana Jleononsaa. Beds 10, 4TO 4
BHEIa, MOXET OBLITH TOIBKO YaCThio ero. KoHeYHO, ero TMYHOCTh 6y)1eT OTJIIN4YAaThCA OT JINYHOCTHU
€ro BO3/II00JIEHHON MJIK YIeHa CEeMbH.

Ho omyirenue, KOTopoe 4 mojiy4dana OT Hero MOCTOSTHHO, OIIpefeNieHHO...

— V Hero OBLT BHU...

Ha. IIpuuuHa, 110 KOTOPOM €ro B3TJISM 3aCTaBIsA)l MEHs YyBCTBOBAThL Ce€051 CTPAHHO U XKYTKO.
— OH He UCIIHITHIBAJI HU MaJIeUIIero COCTPafiaHus UM COUYYBCTBUS K TEM, KTO cllabee ero.
—0...

[Toxoze, 4TO s MOJPLIBAI0 00BEKT, KOTOPHIM OH yBaxKaeT?

Tobuac CIIOKOMHO OTKPHII POT.

— OH Hayan BHIEIIThCA KakK IpeeMHUK JIeononbaa C I0HBIX JIeT. [IpuMedaTesIbHO BCIIOMHUTD, YTO
OH HayYaJl TaK PaHO MOKa3bIBaTh CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH. C I0HOT'0 BO3pPACTa OH Y4aCTBOBAJ B KOPOJIEBCKUX
IIpoeKTax 00IeCcTBeHHBIX paboT U maxe ObLT yIOCTOEH KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbel PHIIapCKOro TUTya. Ho
ceiidyac OH yKe B3POCIIbIH, ¥ CO CIIETYIOUIET0 Tofa COOMpaeTCs BO3TIaBUTh HOBHIM OU3HEC.

4 crpocuna y ToOu, y KOTOPOTO OBITT BIACTHBIN T'OJT
0C, KaK 6ygTO OH TOBOPHIJI YTO-TO BEJIUKOE, C HE3HAKOMBIM JIUIIOM:

— Pa3Be BCe IIPpEeanpuATuAd Jleomomnbaa B mo6oM ClIy4dae He OKadaXKyTCs B €Tr0 pYKaX?
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