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HWcTrc mpomoKaia TUXO0 YTellaTh JEeBYIIKY, TOKa CIe3khl TOM He MepecTaad Tedb [0 MSITKUM OeJIhIM
mekaM. ITo Havany ee CMyTH/Ia HayaBIasics CIeHKA C M3TUBAHUEM MAYIIH, HO BCKOpe aTMocdepa
MeXOy HUMH CTaja 6ojiee TEIIo, CKopee JaXxke Opyxkeckoi. KoHeuHo, 3T0 ObII0 HA PYKYy rpaduHe
Makxkep, HO Teeph 3Ta CIIOKOWHAS ¥ HEBUHHAS Y/IbIOKa CTasla OMacHOM s Heé.

"f mymana, 9To rpad Aprem BoCIHTaeT CaMOT0 HACTOSIIEr0 XUIIHUKA, a He 0JIEHEHKa. XO0TS, 9T0
BIIOJIHE JIOTUYHO, OHA Bedb Tak II0X0Xa Ha Humepuio, He TOJIBKO IIBET BOJIOC ¥ I'JIa3, HO ¥ MOBAOKU
TakKye Xke" ImogyMasa XXeHIMHa, BCIIOMHKUB CBOIO XOPOIIYI0 MoApyry. [a, oHa Okljla 3HaKOMa C
TIOKOMHOM KeHoU rpada elre mpy KU3HU TOW, HO laXKe OHa YAUBUIACh, Korga 3TOT 6e3yMel]
PEeIInsICs MPUBECTHU B IOM TOYHYIO KOIIUIO JKEHEI.

Osna Bcerga gyMmara, 4TO JIeJgHOU Irpad IPoCTO CMUPUTCS C IIOTEepel, HO BUAUMO OHa He TaK XOPOLIOo
ero 3Hasna. B mo0oM ciydae, oHa I103Basia CIOfja 3TO MaJeHbKYI0 JIeOU 110 ONHOU IPOCTON IIPUYKHE.
He T0, uTO OHI €11 4TO-TO HYKHO, CKOpee OHa 3a00TUTCS 0 61ar0COCTOSHUY IrpadCTBa.

OO0 sTom MaJjo KTO 3HaJl, HO B KaKOK-TO MOMEHT OHa [0JIKHa Oblyla BRIUTU 3aMyX 3a rpada Aprem, HO
TOT Bmiobuscs B HuMepuio, a ee otmanu gpyromy. 2Kasnena i oHa 00 aToM? UTO XK, TI0 CYACTIIUBOMY
CTEYEHUI0 00CTOSITENILCTB, €€ My YMep U OCTaBUJI IJ1s1 Hee IPUOBUIbHEIN OM3HEC U CBOU TUTYIL.
2KvBs B MUpe apUCTOKPATUH, TH IIPUyYaellbCs He LEeMIIThCS 3a JII0OUMOT0, Belb 9TO BCEr0-HaBCET0
yIOOHBIM TOTUTUYECKUH U BBITOIHBIN Opak.

- MuTtpes, TH 04eHb II0X0XKa Ha XKeHy rpada. AX, HaBepHOe, He COBCEM IIPaBUJIbHO, YTO UMEHHO 5
TOBOPIO 3TO,- CKa3asla XKeHINHA C YIR0KOU Ha JIuIle, II0CTie Yero rapa AparoleHHBX PO30BHIX I1a3 ¢
HEKHUM MHTepecoM o0paTuiach K Hel.

- AX, Tak BbI OBIJTM 3HAKOMBI? 41 U He 3Hajla 3TOro...- CMYIIEHHO TIpoliebeTaa eByIIKa, IPOgoJiKas
mepxKaTh IJIATOK B pyKax. Ee OeJble MaIbYMKK CJIerKa APOKally, II03TOMY CO3[MaBasioCh BIIeYaTIICHHE,
OynTo HAJ HeM TOJIBKO YTO-TO U3[EeBaJIUCh.

-3T10 OBITT0 maBHO. [TOMHIO, KaK OHU PafoBaICh POXKOEHUI0 THaca, 4YTo CKa3aTh, 3TO OBIIO
YOUBUTEJIBHO,- CKa3aja McTuc, ¢ HeKo# HOoCTabruel CMOTPS Ha AeBYWIKY. JIagHo, y Hee ObITu
HEKOTOpbIe KOPEICTHEIE MOTUBHI 110 OTHOIIIEHUIO K 3TOMY OJIEHEHKY, HO ¥ YHUCTOE JII0O0IMBITCTBO
CBITPAJIO HEMAJIOBaXKHYIO0 POJIb. YBUETh TOYHYIO KOIHUIO ITOTUOIIE! OJPYTH, He KaXK LN XKe NeHb
BBHIIIAMET TAKOH IIQHC.

- BoT oHo Kak. 2Kamb, 4TO 5 TaK ¥ He ITO3HAKOMHUIIACh C HEH, - CKa3ala MUTpes cierka rnedaabHBIM
TOHOM, IIOCJIe YeT0 BHOBH IIOBEPHYJIACH K KeHIHe. - He couTnTe 3a rpy00CTh, HO KaKOW Oblna
rpadunsa? Beio OBl HEIOBKO CIIpaIInBaTh 3T0 ¥ OpaTa unu otia. He xo4y TpeBOXKUTH UX, - foOaBuia
OHa, OMYCTHUB CBOM B3TJI4M. B 3TOT MOMEHT Nlequ BHITJISOeNla TaK HEBUHHO, YTO HallOMKUHAasIa aHrena, C
3THMHU TTTyOOKHMHU TEHSMU Ha LIeKax OT PECHMUII.

- Onu TeOe HUYEro He cKa3anu? Tuac XOPOIIUY ¥ HeXKHBIM MaTbYUK, II09TOMY HEYIUBUTEIBHO, YTO
OH He CMOT, - MaXHYB PYKOM, CKa3aJia KeHIIHA, [T0I03BaB CIIyTY, CTOSIIIETO 3a ABEPEIO, - [IpuHecH
HaM 4ero-HuOyOb CIIafIKOT0 U HaJleTe 3aHOBO Yal, - CKa3asla XKEeHII[MHa, B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa Iepe
ee TJla3aMK Ha4aJld BCIUIEIBATh CaMble Pa3Hble CTAphle Kagphl.

KoHeuHO, B GONBIIMHCTBE CITy4aeB OpyK0a MexkTy jaenu Obljla He CIIUIIKOM KPEeImKOH U OCHOBBEIBAJIACh
TOJILKO Ha BBIrOofie 00erx JoMOoB. Tak OBIJI0 B OOJIBIIMHCTBE CIIy4YaeB, HO Bce OBITIO COBCEM IIO-IPYTOMY,
KOrfa peysb ita 0 Humepuu ®apce, KoTopas 1mo3xKe cTajia HOCUTh paMumuio Aprem.

Ona 6bla mouyepbio OapoHa U3 APYroro KOPOJeBCTBA, KOTOPHIY OyAy4YX KYIIIIOM U IPUKYIUI cebe



TUTYJI apUCTOKpPaATa. IT0 OBIJIO HE CaMBIM JIYYIIXM Ha4aJIOM OJIs HI/IMepI/II/I, BeIb I'IOJ:[O6HOG HE
CIIMIIKOM ITPUBETCTBOBAJIOCE B BBEICIIEM O6H.IeCTBe.

Ho He cMOTps Ha 3TO, AeByIIKa 6yKBasbHO, KaK II0XKap, BOPBanach B BHICIINIM CBET, MpUBJIeKas cebe
Bce Oonbie ¥ 6oblile BHUMaHUs. [Jaxe XOJIOAHbIN U 6oraThy rpad He YCTOSI epes ee KPpacoTol u
BEJIMKOAYIIHbIM HEBUHHEIM XapakTepoM. Ho, Kak U moyaraeTcs Oruio, TOT OBICTPO yrac, OCTaBUB 3a
co00ii Ky4y Ieria.

[Tpomiio HeMaso BpeMeHH ¢ MOMEHTa ee CMEePTH, HO BCe BCIIOMMHAIOT I'PadHUHIO TOIHKO HJOOPHIM
cnoBoM. K ToMy Xke, CIIyXu 0 MOSIBIEHUY MaJIeHbKOM JeBOYKHM, TOUHOHM KOy HuMepuwu, TOPOIUIIO
MHOZKECTBO PA3HHIX CITyX0B, KOTOPHEIE TaK U HE HAIIIX CBOETO MOATBEPKIACHHUS.

B mro6oM crydae, 3TU CIyxu OBICTPO YHUYTOXKAIUCh caMuM rpadom, mosToMmy Mutpes 1 Oblia 4eM-TO
BpOfie NTpU3pakKa, faxe Ag 671M3K0M moapyru norudiel XKeHsl rpada, 9To YK TOBOPUTE O OPYTHUX
apuCTOKpaTax.

- HaBepHoe, TeOe He UHTEPECHO CTyIIaTh MO0 paccka3kl. HuMepus Oblsla YUCTOW U HEBUHHOMN
IEeBYILIKOW, C SpKOU ynbIOKoi. OHa Bcerma HallOMKHala COJIHIIE, - TPOHoJiKas TOBOPUTE, McTuc BOpyr
OCTaHOBHUJIACh, KOTTIa OT IOHOM JIefu He OBIJIO CHBIIIHO HY OFHOTO CJI0BA YK€ NOCTATOYHO [OJIT0e
BpeMs, - AX, TPOCTH, HEBEXKJIUBO TaK MHOTO ToBOpuUTh. Kak moxuBaeT Tuac? OH Tebs He oOuxkaeT?
[TycTh y HETO ¥ HEXKHEBIN XapaKTep, BpeMeHaMU OH MOT ITOOYSHUTD,- XUXUKHYTIa KeHIIHA,
BCIIOMUHAs MaJeHbKOr0 Majb4yrKa, KOTOPHIY UHOT A faKe Ha HOrax JepxKaThCs caM He MOT. IlycTs
OHa ¥ BeJla TOPTOBHIE OTHOLIEHUS C MapceyieM ApreMoM, U faxe y4uThIBas, 4YTO OHa Oblia OIU3KKUM
IPYTOM ITOKOMHOU MaTepH, OHa y2Ke OYeHb JaBHO He BH[eJla TOr0 CBETIIOBOJIOCOTO I0HOIIY. Bpone 6k,
nocyiegHUM pa3 OB 3a napy JIeT A0 NosSBlIeHus MuTpeu B foMme rpada.

- Ia, 6paT o4eHb XOPOIIKH. BOJBINYI0 YacTh BPEMEHH OH ITPOBOIUT B aKafieMuH, Kak u mogobaer
HacnegHUKy rpadckoro poga. Ho ¢ HUM Bce XOpOIIO, OH OOWH U3 IYYLIUX CTYAEeHTOB aKafleMUH,-
CKa3asia Mutpes, B34B B PyKy 4YallKy ¢ 4aeM. Ha 3TOT pa3 ¢ IOBEPXHOCTUA KOPUYHEBOU KUAKOCTH
ITOMHUMAJIOCh elré 00JIbIlle TOPSTYero mapa.

- BoT oHO Kak. IIpocTo, 1 HEMHOT'0 BOJTHOBAJIaCh, YTO 3TOT PeOEHOK HE CMOXKET MOIPYXKUTHCS C
T0001. Ho Temneps cMOTpIo Ha Te0S U MOHKWMAI0, YTO €T0 AETCKUe CJIoBa OBIIM IIPaBMOH, - C YIILIOKOM
Ha JIUIIE CKa3aJjla OHa, Oocje 4ero MuTpest BOMPOCUTEIBHO IIOCMOTPEIa Ha XKEHIIUHY [epef Hel,
KOTOpas Terneps mpeHebdperasia IpaBUlaMu 3THKA, TyCTh 3TO U OBIJIO JOBOJILHO KOMGOPTHO, -
BeposiTHO, TH He 3Haelllb, HO B eTCTBE... [I0-MoeMy, Korfa eMy ObIIO IIeCThb JIeT OH IOMPOCHUT Y
HuMmepuu Mnapiryio cectpy. Mel Tora ¢ Hell Tak [OJIT0 CMEsJIUCh, @ 3TOT MaJIBIII eIllé U 00uKaJCs
Ha HAC C MOKPACHEBIIUM JIUIIOM,- IPUKPHIBAS POT PYKOM, IIOCMEsIach XXKeHIWHa, Ha 4TO MuTpes
HEHa[I0JIr0 3aMoT4aia. ByKBallbHO Ha CEKYHAY, ee T'a3a OyTO OMyCTeNH, HO 3TOTO TaK HUKTO U He
3aMeTHII.

- ... KcraTtu, g Bce xoTena cupocuTs. MagaM Makkep, 10 KaKOMY ITOBOAY BEL II03BasId MeHSI? ITO OBLIO
TaK HeOXUaHHO, YTO Bbl [IepBasi 3arOBOPUJIA CO MHOU Ha TOM 4aeluTue, - I0JI0XKUB JIaJOHb Ha
IIOKPaCHEBIIYIO IIIeKy, IPOrOBOPMIIa JeBYIIKa, Ha YTo MCcTuC Mullh CMYIIEHHO YIbI0OHYIack. MoXeT
JI¥ OHA CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO OBITIO YeM-TO BPOLEe IPOBEPKU U3 YUCTOTO JI0OONLITCTBA. [10 CyTH, BCe Tak H
OBIJI0, HO CIIMIIKOM HEBEXKJIMBO IIPU3HABATh 3TO.

- Kak g v roBopuia paHbllle, HAWTH YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM XKePTByeT MHOTO JeHeT Ha
671aroTBOPUTEJILHOCTE... BechbMa crioxkHoe 3aHsATHE. K TOMYy XKe, MHE 04eHb CUJIBHO XOTEJ0Ch
II03HAKOMUTHCS C JII0OMMOM [0Yephio MOET0 IMapTHEPA 110 OM3HECY,- OTBETHJIA OHA, ITOCTIE Yero
IIOBUCJIO HEOIToe Mon4aHue. YTo X, eCcyii OHU ¥ cOOMpasKiCh IePeBeCTH TeMY Pa3roBopa UMEHHO B
3TO PYCJIO, JIydllle U3BJiIeYb U3 3TOTO BHITOAY.
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